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THE “PUREST BRANCH.” 

In reproducing the photograph of the “Purest 
Branch” so lovingly sent by the maid-servant of God, 
Fareeza Khanum, to the friends in the Occident, 
the following extracts from the “Life and Teachings 
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of Abbas Effendi” ( Abdul-Baha) , by Myron H. 
Phelps, relating bow the “Purest Branch” came to 
his death, will be of interest: 

“We were imprisoned in the barracks, without 
any substantial change in our manner of life, for 
two years. During this time none of us left the 
prison. One evening towards the end of the second 
year, my younger brother came, as was his habit, 
to write for his Father. But as he was not very 
well, and as others of the family were also ill, the 
Blessed Perfection (Baha’o’llah) told him to go 
and come later. So he went up to the flat roof of 
the barracks, where we were accustomed to walk, 
and which was our only recourse for fresh air and 

v 

exercise. He was walking up and down repeating 
Tablets and gazing at the sky, when he stumbled, 
lost his balance, and fell through the opening to 
which the ladder from below* led up. The room into 
which he fell had a lofty ceiling; it was the living- 
room of the family. Ho one was in the room at the 
time, but hearing his cries, some of the family 
rushed in and found him in a heap on the floor with 
the blood pouring from his mouth. 

“We took him up and laid him on his mat. He 
was perfectly conscious. Later the Blessed Perfec- 
tion came and remained with him. The physician 
was sent for; he said that there was no hope. 

“My brother lived for thirty hours. When he 
was about to pass away the Blessed Perfection said 
to him: ‘What do you desire? Do you wish to 
live, or do you prefer to die? Tell me what you 
most w*ish for.’ My brother replied: ‘I don’t care 
to live. I have but one wish. I wrnnt the believers 
to be admitted to see their Lord. If you will promise 
me this, it is all I ask.’ The Blessed Perfection 
told him that it would be as he desired. 

“The death of this youngest and favorite child — 
of a very gentle and sweet disposition — nearly broke 
his mother’s heart. We feared for her reason. When 
the Blessed Perfection was told of the condition of 
his wife, he went to her and said: ‘Your son has 
been taken by God that His people might be free. 
His life was the ransom, and you should rejoi' 
that you had a son so dear to give to the Caun 
of God.’ WTxen our mother heard these words sh 
seemed to rally, and after that she did not shed 
tear.” 
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RECEPTION TO Dr. MOODY IN TEHERAN. 

The following letter has recently been received 
from the maid-servants of God in Teheran, to the 
maid-servants in Washington, I). C., and other cities 
of the West, concerning a reception given in honor 
of Dr. Moody, in the house of the maid-servant, 
Fareeza Khanum: 

HE IS GOD. 

0 ye sons and daughters of God! 

May our lives he a sacrifice to you! In this 
Day the maid-servants of Baha have gathered in 
this house this morning and are engaged in reading 
the Tablets and discussing spiritual matters with 
Dr. Moody. She presented to us the photograph of 
Mrs. Henrietta Clark Wagner, which was sent 
for Fareeza Khanum. It gave us great happiness 
and pleasure when we looked upon it. Those who 
were present in the meeting kissed it many times, 
and it was as though that spiritual sister was 
present among us. We read Tablets and con- 
versed until lunch time, and after the lunch the 
girls of the Bahai school chanted for us with a 
beautiful melody the Tablet of the Clarion. We 
missed all of you. Afterward this maid-servant of 
Baha and other maid- servants of the Cause of God, 
and some of the remnants of the martyrdoms of 
Yazd, served tea. After the tea Dr. Moody sang 
a holy commune. The meeting was overflowing 
with joy and fragrance, and this maid-servant read 
one of the Tablets of Abdul-Baha. About 4:30 p. 
m. the men began to come, and the grandson of the 
“Beloved of the Martyrs” of Isphahan was present 
and chanted for us a glorious Tablet with a sweet 
melody. 

Some time ago I received a Tablet from his 
highness Abdul-Baha, commanding me to find some 
photographs of the Purest Branch, and forward them 
to American believers. As that photograph was 
very hard to find, it was obtained with great diffi- 
culty. I enclose 19 with the name and a short 
description. Please forward each to the particular 
person mentioned and acknowledge receipt. The 
circumstances connected with this photograph are 
these: That immediately after the arrival of Baha’- 
o’llah in Acca, the door of meeting was closed to 
all the beloved of God. His highness the Purest 
Branch, the brother of Abdul-Baha, begged martyr- 
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dom from the Blessed Perfection so that at the cost 
of the shedding of his blood the door of meeting 
might become open to the servants of God and the 
maid-servants of the Merciful. This supplication 
was accepted and the Purest Branch sacrificed his 
life, as it is known in history, the result of which 
was the opening of the gates of Acca to the believ- 
ers. 

We hope that the news of America will reach us 
often and that you will communicate with us reg- 
ularly. * * * 

Upon ye be Baba, and upon everyone who is firm 
and steadfast in the Cause. 

( Signed ) Fareeza. 

(This letter is signed by 106 women and 14 men 
believers. ) 


THE UNITY BAND. 

The purpose of “The Unity Band” is to correspond 
with the Women’s Assemblies of the Orient. Each 
member follows in rotation with a monthly letter 
to one of the Assemblies. As there are twelve As- 
semblies and twelve members of the Unity Band, 
each Assembly is insured a monthly letter. The 
results of the last year’s work have been most grati- 
fying to Abdul-Baha; and in a letter received by 
one of the members from Mirza Aziolah Khan, of 
Teheran (to whom all letters are addressed), he 
assures her of the great joy and happiness these 
letters bring to these dear sisters of the East, and 
earnestly begs their continuance. 

The revised list of our Unity Band, to begin March, 
1910, is as follows: 

T ett er a iv — Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingliam. 

Resht — Dr. Pauline Barton-Peeke. 

Kazviiv — Mrs. Ida A. Finch. 

Yazd — Mrs. Henrietta C. Wagner. 

Tabriz — Mrs. Marie L. Botay. 

Kashan — Mrs. Harriet Latimer. 

Kerman — Mrs. Louise R. Waite. 

Hamadan — Miss Elizabeth H. Stewart. 

Z AN jan — Mrs. May B. Maxwell. 

Mashad — Mrs. M. Leslie O’Keefe. 

Esphahan — Mrs. Claudia Stuart Coles. 

Shiraz — Mrs. Emma Y. Goodale. 
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TABLET BY BAHA’O’LLAH 

A tablet by Baha’o’llah to the Persian Zoro- 
astrian Bahais. Revealed in the purest old Per- 
sian language, without an Arabic word in it.* 

In the Name of God the Peerless ! 

Glory is due unto God, the Discoverer, who, 
through one shower of the ocean of His Gen- 
erositv, expanded the firmament of existence, be- 
gemmed it with the stars of knowledge and sum- 
moned the people to the most high court of per- 
ception and understanding ! 

This shower, which is the Primal Word of the 
Almighty, is sometimes called the Water of Life, 
for it quickens the dead souls in the desert of 
ignorance with the spring of intelligence. Some- 
times it is called the First Emanation which ap- 
pears from the Sun of Wisdom, and when it began 
to shine the first movement became manifest and 
known; then phenomena stepped into the arena of 
existence and these appearances were through the 
generosity of the Incomparable, the Wise One. He 
is the Knower, the Giver! He is sanctified and 
holy above every statement and attribute ! The 
seen and the unseen fail to attain the measure of 
His understanding. The world of being and what- 
ever has issued from it bears witness to this 
utterance. 

Therefore, it has become known that the First 
Bestowal of the Almighty is the Word. The re- 
ceiver and acceptor of it is the understanding. It 
is the First Instructor in the University of Exist- 
ence and it is the Primal Emanation of God. 
Whatever has appeared is through the reflection 
of its Light and whatever is manifested is the 
appearance of its Wisdom. All the names origi- 
nate in His Name and the beginnings and endings 
of all affairs are in His Hand. 

Your letter came to this Captive of the world in 
this prison. It brought happiness and increased 
friendship; it renewed the remembrance of the for- 
mer times. Thanks belong to the Possessor of the 
universe, who permitted us to meet in the land of 
Persia. We met, we conversed and we listened. It 
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is hoped that no forgetfulness shall follow that 
meeting, that the revolving of the wheel of time 
shall not take away its remembrance from the heart 
and that the plants of love shall grow out of that 
which is sown and become green, verdant and im- 
perishable. 

kou have asked regarding the heavenly Books: 
The pulse of the universe is in the hand of the 
skillful Physician. He diagnoses the illness and 
wisely prescribes the remedy. Every day has its 
own secret and every tongue a melody. The illness 
of today has one cure and that of tomorrow an- 
other. Look ye upon this day; consider and dis- 
cuss its needs. One sees that existence is afflicted 
with innumerable diseases compelling it to lie upon 
the bed of suffering. Men who are intoxicated with 
the wine of self-contemplation prevent the wise 
Physician from reaching it. Thus have they made 
themselves and the world to suffer. They know 
not the ailment nor recognize the cure. They take 
the wrong for the right, the crooked for the straight, 
the enemy for the friend. 

Hearken ye to the melody of this Prisoner ! 
Stand up and proclaim! Perchance those who are 
asleep may awaken! Say, O ye dead ones! The 
generous Hand of the Almighty is passing around 
the Water of Eternal Life. Hasten ye and drink! 
Whosoever becomes alive in this day shall never 
die, and whosoever dies in this day can never find 
Life. 

Ye have written regarding the language: Both 
Persian and Arabic are good, for that which one 
desires to gain from language is to attain to the 
meanings of the speaker and this can be accom- 
plished in both. As in this day the Sun of Wis- 
dom has appeared and shone forth from the horizon 
of Persia, the more you respect this language the 
better it is. 

O Friend! When the Primal Word appeared in 
these latter days, a number of the heavenly souls 
heard the Melody of the Beloved and hastened 
toward it, while others, finding that the deeds of 
some did not correspond with their u r ords, were 
prevented from the Splendors of the Sun of Knowl- 
edge. 

Say, O ye sons of earth! The Pure God proclaims 
that which in this glorious dav shall purifv von 
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from tlie stains of desire and enable you to attain 
to tranquillity in My straight path and My manifest 
road. To be severed from attachment means to be 
separated from those things 'which occasion loss 
and lessen the grandeur of man. If the people of 
the world should attain to the Heavenly Utter- 
ances they would never be prevented from the Ocean 
of Divine Generosity. 

The heaven of righteousness has no Star, and 
never shall have one, brighter than this. The first 
Utterance of the Wise One is this: O ye Sons of 
Earth! Turn from the night of foreignness to the 
shining of the Sun of Unity. This is that which 
shall benefit the people of the world more than 
aught else. 

O Friend! The Tree of the Word has no better 
Blossom and the Ocean of Wisdom shall never have 
a brighter Pearl than this: O ye Sons of Intel- 
ligence ! The thin eyelid prevents the eye from 
seeing the world and what is contained therein. 
Then think of the result when the curtain of greed 
covers the sight of the heart. 

Say, O People! The darkness of greed and envy 
obscures the light of the soul as the cloud prevents 
the penetration of the sun’s rays. Should one lis- 
ten with the ear of intelligence to this Utterance, 
he shall spread the wings of freedom and soar with 
great joy toward the heaven of understanding. 

When the world was environed with darkness, 
the Sea of Generosity was set in motion and Divine 
Illumination appeared so that the deeds were dis- 
closed. This is the same illumination which is 
promised in the heavenly books. Should the Al- 
mighty desire the hearts of the people of the world. 
He will purify and sanctify them with the power 
of the Word, and will pour forth the Light of the 
Sun of Unity upon the souls to regenerate the world. 

O People! The word must be demonstrated by 
the deed, for the righteous witness of the Word is 
action. The former without the latter shall not 
allay the thirst of the needy nor open the doors 
of sight to the blind. 

The Heavenly Wise One proclaimeth: A harsh 
word is like a sword, but gentle speech is like unto 
milk. The children of the world attain to knowl- 
edge and better themselves through this. The 
Tongue of Wisdom says: Whosoever possesses Me 
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not, has nothing. Bass by whatever exists in this 
world and find Me. I am the Sun of Perception 
and the Ocean of Science. I revive the withered 
ones and quicken the dead. I am that- Light which 
illumines the path of Insight. I am the Falcon of 
the Hand of the Almighty; I bear healing in My 
wings and teach the knowledge of soaring to the 
Heaven of Truth. 

The Peerless Beloved says: The way of freedom 
is opened! Hasten ye! The Fountain of Knowl- 
edge is gushing! Drink ye! Say, O Friends! The 
Tabernacle of Oneness is raised ; look not upon 
each other with the eye of strangeness. Ye are 
all the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one 
branch. Truly, I say, whatever lessens ignorance 
and increases knowledge, that has been, is and 
shall be accepted by the Creator. 

Say, O People! Walk ye under the shade of the 
Tree of Righteousness; enter ye under the pro- 
tection of the Tent of Unity. Say, O thou Posses- 
sor of Sight! The past is the mirror of the future; 
look and perceive. Perchance, after the acquire- 
ment of knowledge, ye may know the Friend and 
attain to His good pleasure. Today the best fruit 
of the Tree of Science and Knowledge is that which 
benefits mankind and improves his condition. 

Say! the tongue is the witness of My Truth; do 
not pollute it with untruthfulness. The spirit is 
the treasury of My Mystery; do not deliver it into 
the hand of greed. It is hoped that in this Dawn 
the universe shall become illumined with the rays 
of the sun of understanding and knowledge, so that 
we may attain to the good pleasure of the Beloved 
and drink from the Ocean of Divine Recognition. 

O Friend! As there were few ears to hear, so 
for some time the Pen has been silent in its own 
chamber and to such a degree that silence has 
preceded utterance. Say, O People! W T ords are 
revealed according to capacity, so that the begin- 
ners may make progress. The milk must be given 
according to the measure, so that the babe of the 
world may enter into the realm of grandeur and 
be established in the Court of Unity. 

O Friend! We have seen the pure ground and 
cast the seed of knowledge. How it depends upon 
the rays of the sun whether it burns up or is 
caused to grow. Saw today, through the greatness 
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of the Peerless, Wise One, the Sim of Knowledge 
has appeared from behind the covering of the Spirit 
and all the birds of the meadow of oneness are 
intoxicated with the wine of Understanding and are 
commemorating the Name of the Beloved. Happy 
is the one who finds this and becomes immortal. 

(Translated bv Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Chicago, 
HI., Sept. 8, 1909.) 


CONVENTION PROGRAM. 

A joint meeting of the House of Spirituality and 
the local Temple Committee was held at the home 
of Mrs. Corinne True, 5338 Kenmore avenue, on 
Tuesday evening, March 8th, to discuss plans for 
the convention to be held in Chicago during the 
Beast of Rizwan. Several committees were ap- 
pointed and the following programme arranged: 

April 23rd, Saturday evening. Unity Feast. 

April 24th, Sunday, 10 a. m., meeting in Corinth- 
ian Hall, Masonic Temple. 

April 24th, Sunday afternoon, friends and dele- 
gates will visit the Temple grounds. 

April 25th, Monday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 
convention called to order. 

April 26th, Tuesday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 
convention continued. 

April 26tli, Tuesday evening, Drill Hall, Masonic 
Temple, public meeting. 


PERSIA. 

In a letter from the Bahai Assembly at Mashad, 
Persia, dated October 18, 1909, is the following: 
“The latest news which has happened in these parts, 
is that two villages in the Province of Khorassan, 
called Hassar and Namag, five sanctified souls were 
martyred, and four of our spiritual sisters were as- 
saulted and wounded, and they have cut off the ears 
of one the believers; while other Bahais have been 
the subjects of persecution, pillage, etc.” 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 


NAME FEAST DAYS 

Baha (Splendor) Mar. 21 

Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

Noor (Light) June 5 

Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

Kalemat (Words) July 13 

Assma (Names) Aug. 1 

Kamaal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

Azzatt (Wealth) Sept. 8 

.....Mashyat (Will) Sept. 27 

Aim (Science) Oct. 16 

Kudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

Koul (Saying - ) Nov. 23 

Masael (Questions) Dec. 12 

Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

Malak (Ring - ) Feb. 7 

(Four intercalary days.) 

Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 


ALLAHO’ABHA! 

The need for a Bahai News Service is apparent to 
those who are in touch with the progress of the 
Bahai Movement throughout the Occident. To meet 
this need this humble publication has stepped forth 
from non-existence into the court of existence. 
Whether it shall remain and grow into a distinct 
department of service in this Glorious Day, we can- 
not foretell, knowing that “God doeth whatsoever 
He willeth.” It is the purpose of those undertak- 
ing the initial step to do all within their power to 
make it a success, but the co-operation of all is 







BAHAI NEWS 


11 


needed that this Service may extend nnto all. In a 
word: It is your Service and needs your assistance. 

It is our hope that the Bahai News may appear 
every 19 days, but if the subscriptions received do 
not warrant the expense of so doing by covering 
the cost of printing and postage, it will appear less 
frequently during the year, according to the means 
at hand. 

We trust the Bahai News will be a messenger of 
peace, in accord with the spirit of the Cause it 
hopes to serve. To this end its editors respectfully 
request that contributors of news endeavor to follow 
the Biblical injunction “to be wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves.” 

The next issue of the Bahai News will be sent 
out in envelopes bearing only this inscription: “If 
not delivered, return to P. O. Box 283, Chicago, 111., 
U. S. A.” Any particular mailing instructions to 
be pursued in special cases should be clearly stated 
and will be followed faithfully. Subscribers will 
please read general information outlined in editorial 
heading, noting that all copies to the Orient will be 
mailed as first-class matter. 


THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

Through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, to the members of 
the Spiritual Assembly and the maid-servants of 
the Assembly of Teaching. Upon them be Baiia’- 
o’-llaii-el-Abha ! 

HE IS GOD. 

0 ye friends and the maid-servants of the Merciful! 

If it is your intention to have the general Con- 
vention in Chicago on the day of Naurooz, so that 
delegates might be sent there from everywhere to 
deliberate and discuss matters pertaining to the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, to proclaim the oneness of the 
kingdom of humanity, to explain the Divine Teach- 
ings and to elucidate and expound the Exhortations 
of the Blessed Perfection, — it is better to open this 
Convention during the Feast of Rizwan ; for the 
Feast of Rizwan is greater and more important 
and the temperature at that time mild and balmy. 
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Therefore, proclaim ve to all parts that all the 
delegates and friends gather in Chicago during that 
blessed day. 

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA ! 

(Signed) Abdul- Bah a Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb. 24, 
1910, Washington, D. C.) 

In conformity with the above Tablet from Abdul- 
Baha, the Temple Convention is postponed from 
March 21st to April 23rd-26th, inclusive, and 
the Chicago Assembly invites the delegates and 
friends to celebrate the Feast of Rizwan with them 
Saturday evening, April 23rd. 

Since the Treasurer's report was published in 
the Bahai Temple Unity’s printed report, the re- 
maining four notes from Eastern contributions, 
then in bank for collection, have matured making 
the total Eastern contribution $6,312.08. 

Also contributions received from America to March 
7th, 1910, $7,011.60. 

Another contribution from the East of 90£ and 
12 shillings was received the middle of February, 
and is in the bank for collection. Also $10.40 in 
March was received from Constantinople. 

The sum of $2,639.94 has been received since 


January 10th, in all. 

The following sums paid out : 

February 10, Secretary’s supplies $ 20.00 

Printing Reports 21.00 

Taxes on land, 1909-10 436.70 


$477.70 

Cash on hand March 7th, 1910, $4,532.35. 

Corinne True. 


PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 

Our beloved translator, Mizra Ahmad Sohrab, is 
just now busily engaged in disseminating data con- 
cerning the Persian-American Educational Society. 
The responses to the call for this work, while slow, 
are encouraging. The believers are urged to identify 
themselves with the work, and to assist in the for- 
mation of local circles. While not known directly 
as a Bahai work, for the sake of greater efficiency 
in Persia, this is a practical demonstration of the 
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spirit of the teachings, and has the approval of 
Abdnl-Baha. The headquarters of the Society is 
1800 Belmont Road, Washington, D. C. 

Regarding the launching of this worthy Society, 
the following extract from a letter written by Mizra 
Ahmad Sohrab to Mr. Sidney Sprague, Teheran, 
Persia, will be of interest: 

“* * * Having attended to all preliminary details 
and being financially strengthened by Mrs. Barney’s 
generous donation, we took the next step of print- 
ing cards, inviting the friends and public for the 
evening of January 8th, to come and listen to the 
reading of the Statement, Constitution and By-Laws 
prepared by the committee. Then we arranged and 
printed a beautiful program interspersed with ad- 
dresses, songs, piano solos, recitations, etc. 

“The night, fortunately, was clear and as blue 
as the Persian turquoise and the many millions of 
stars were shining in yon canopy of God and the 
atmosphere was permeated with conviction in the 
success of our educational cause. Nearly 300 splen- 
did men and women assembled in the great big 
studio; the recently appointed American Minister 
to Persia, Mr. Charles Russell, with his daughter, 
was there; the Representative of Persia was present, 
and reporters from all the Washington papers were 
also there. The exercises began at 8:30 and ended 
at 11:30. The Statement, Constitution and By- 
Laws were read and officially adopted, and the offi- 
cers elected by .a unanimous vote. The whole 
gathering of friends and visitors responded nobly 
to the spirit of the movement and the music, the 
songs, the address, and Mr. Hannen’s poetry made 
the people very happy and caused us to realize a 
little the importance of that memorable and never- 
to-be-forgotten night. * * * 

“Next afternoon I gave a reception in honor of 
the newly elected officers in the offices of the So- 
ciety and many people came. Many kinds of Per- 
sian refreshments were served. * * * 

“A few days later Mrs. Barney gave a reception 
in her magnificent studio on behalf of the officers 
of P. A. E. S., in honor of Mr. Russell, the Amer- 
ican Minister to Persia, and invited about 150 
society people to meet him. It was a brilliant 
affair.” 
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BOSTON. 

Boston Assembly meetings, Sunday mornings, at 
11 o’clock, in Beckton Hall, 200 Huntington avenue. 

Miss Fannie Knobloch, of the Washington, D. C., 
Assembly, spoke at the meeting of February 27th, 
and gave an account of her visit to Abdul-Baha. 
There were 32 at the meeting and all came nearer 
to Acca and to Abdul-Baha through the spiritual 
words of this maid-servant of God. In the evening 
a Feast was held in Salem at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John S. Crowley about fifteen miles from Bos- 
ton. From 30 to 35 were present, many being 
friends who had heard the Message. Miss Knoblock 
told us of the Feast in Aeca at which she was present 
with Mrs. Finch and Miss Alma Knobloch. The 
spirit and power of Abdul-Baha were with us, bind- 
ing our hearts to His heart. 

Feasts were held at the homes of the believers 
each night from February 26 to March 2, inclusive. 
Miss Marie du Bedat, of New York, is in Boston 
for a few weeks and is in attendance at the meet- 
ings. 

An article entitled “A New Economic Movement 
and Young Persia,” which takes up the application 
of the laws of Baha’o’llah, in so far as they have 
been revealed, to the social and economic life of 
Persia, was published in Boston in the Twentieth 
Century Magazine, February number. 

Harlan F. Ober. 


BUFFALO. 

The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun- 
day and Thursday evening at 494 Elwood avenue. 
An informal study class is forming at 395 Ellicott 
Square on Friday evenings. 


CHICAGO. 

The Chicago Assembly is fortunate in having such 
an able student and lecturer in Mr. Henry Clayton 
Thompson, to address its regular Sunday morning 
meetings at Corinthian Hall, Masonic Temple. Many 
seekers are being attracted, and the effect of his 
work will be far-reaching. 

The Yaheed Choral Society has resumed its re- 
hearsals and is working upon the programme music 
for the coming Unity Temple Convention to be held 
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in Chicago, April 24th. On Wednesday evening, 
February 16th, a concert was given under the 
auspices of the Society and a goodly sum was real- 
ized for the benefit of the Bahai Temple Fund. An 
excellent programme was given by artists of note 
and their generous services were deeply appreciated. 

The Librarian of the H. of S. reports having re- 
ceived copies of fourteen Tablets for preservation in 
its archives during the past month. 

The Woman’s Assembly of Teaching held its reg- 
ular 19-day Tea on March 4th, at the home of the 
Chairman of Organization, Mrs. Louise It. Waite, 
5217 Winfchrop avenue. A programme was prepared 
bearing upon the subject of “Prayer and Fasting.” 
its outward and inward significance. The work of 
the Assembly is spreading and interesting reports 
have been received of faithful service rendered. 
Printed by-laws, adopted by the Chicago Woman’s 
Assembly of Teaching, are being sent out, not as a 
standard of adoption, but rather that other As- 
semblies might be cognizant of the laws and rules 
regulating its Assembly; also the form of annual 
election. Since organization, this Assembly has 
found greater harmony and results in individual 
labor, and perfect system and order in its work, and 
these by-laws are sent out merely as a suggestion 
which others might desire to adopt. 


CINCINNATI. 

The Bahai work in Cincinnati has been very active 
this past winter and the Revelation has been pre- 
sented to many. Two regular meetings are held 
each week: Wednesday evening, 8 o’clock, at room 
514 Odd Fellows’ Temple, for teaching and investiga- 
tion; and spiritual meeting, Sunday, 3 o’clock, at 
2226 St. James avenue. 

Annie L. Parmerton. 


DENVER. 

Our four weekly gatherings are showing the fruits 
of Oneness in the lives of the seekers after the 
knowledge of the Revelation, and our ranks are being 
substantially strengthened through the acquisition of 
tested, sincere believers. 


M nrs A - ..M Ttrua.nf. 
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HONOLULU. 

Mr. diaries Mason Remey and Mr. Howard G. 
Struven, who are taking a trip around the world, 
found a very warm welcome awaiting them when 
they reached Honolulu and spent three weeks with 
the Bahai friends there. On the day of their arrival 
forty-one persons gathered at the home of one of 
the friends to hear them speak on the subject of 
the Revelation of Baha’o’llah, and during the three 
weeks they gave the Message in eight homes, in ad- 
dition to a public meeting at the Young Hotel, 
where about eighty persons were present and that 
was followed by a meeting at the Art League to those 
interested. We quote from a letter written by one 
of our Bahai sisters in Honolulu: “Mr. Remey and 
Mr. Struven were entertained, during their visit, in 
the best of our homes, and many words of praise 
of them were spoken. The whole atmosphere seemed 
to breathe peace and joy and love. God has truly 
been with them and we have been greatly blessed.” 


KENOSHA. 

The Kenosha Assembly has its own hall and all 
functions of the Assembly are carried on in this 
central place of meeting. 

A Sunday school for children is held preceding the 
regular weekly service of the Assembly. On Tuesday 
evening the Board of Council meets to act upon all 
matters brought before that body; and on Thursday 
evening a class is held for the study of the Book 
of Ighan. 

The industrial school for girls, which meets on 
Saturday afternoon, has now 125 enrolled, taxing 
the capacity of the hall. This school has been in 
operation three years and is the most successful of 
its kind in Kenosha. 

We are glad to hear from the friends, and com- 
munications sent to the secretary, Mr. Fountain 
Nichols, 314 Valentine street, will be brought to 
the attention of all. Bernard M. Jacobsen, 


LOS ANGELES. 

There is little of news from Los Angeles. The 
hearts of the believers are warm and joyful in the 
Faith. Several of the friends are “old timers,” those 
who learned and loved the Bahai Revelation in the 
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“early days” in Chicago. Through all change and 
stress their faith has never been shaken, their love 
never waned. There is a strength, a certainty, an 
authority, an assurance in the Bahai Word, which 
gives satisfaction. It is exalted above all other 
teachings to such a degree that, w T hen once really 
tasted, there is no appetite for any other thing. 

Weekly group meetings are held in Los Angeles, 
Pasadena and Tropico, at the homes, respectively, of 
Mrs. Phillips, Miss Hammond, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Winterburn. A general public meeting is held once 
a month in a hall in the city, to which the friends 
gather from their several localities within a radius 
of twenty miles. Los Ansreles is in the same latitude 
as Acca, and we turn our hearts and faces directly 
to the East, to the Center of the Covenant, the 
shining Orb of guidance. Thus East and West are 
united in love and praise, communion and service. 

Thahbet. 


NEW YORK. CITY. 

The annual election of the Board of Council re- 
cently took place. Those elected to serve for the 
ensuing year were: Messrs. Mills, Kinney, Brit- 
tingham, Wilhelm, (Wm.) Dodge, Baker, Marshall, 
W'oodeock and Mirza Raffle. 

A Woman’s Board, to serve in conjunction with 
the Men’s Board, was elected at the same time. The 
members are: Mesdames Hahn, Magee, Ford, Beede, 
(A. P. ) Dodge, Brittingham; Misses Phillips, Boy- 
lan and Bingham. 

Delegates and alternates to attend the Mashrak- 
el-Azkar Unity Convention in Chicago, April 23-26, 
1910, are Mr. Mountfort Mills, Mr. Percy Wood- 
cock ; Miss Annie T. Boylan, Mrs. Mary H. Ford. 

Weekly Bahai meetings held on Sunday mornings 
in Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th street, and on 
Sunday evenings in the studio of Mr. Edward B. 
Kinney, 257 West 86th street, are growing in spir- 
itual beauty and in the size of their audiences. 
Other homes and studios through the week are also 
holding group meetings. 

The “Woman’s Unity” for teaching has nearly 
sixty members enrolled and is increasing in its 
activities. 



18 


BAHAI NEWS 


The Mashrak-el-Azkar, surrounding which are His 
wondrous promises, is ever upon our hearts. 

Isabella D. Brittingham. 

Mr. Boy C. Wilhelm, on a recent business trip, 
visited Assemblies in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Mr. Balph A. Osborne, of Brooklyn, recently visited 
the Chicago Assembly on his way to Minneapolis. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The Bahai Assembly of Washington, D. C., holds 
its meetings on Friday evenings at 8 o’clock, at 
the Gareissen Studio, 1219 Connecticut avenue, N. 
W. This Studio, which has been our headquar- 
ters since December 1, 1909, is well located and 
commodious, having a seating capacity of about 
200. The weekly meetings are well attended, and 
interest is growing constantly. In addition to the 
Friday meetings, there is a Sunday school, with 
classes for children and an adult department, which 
meets at 11:15 Sunday mornings, for the study of 
bible prophecies and of the Ishrakat, Tarazat, 
Tajalleyat and Tablet of Paradise. The Unity 
Feasts are observed on the appointed dates, gen- 
erally at the Studio, the rental of -which covers 
all of these meetings. These latter gatherings have 
proven to be most helpful in the spread of the 
Teachings, through the spirit of love and unity 
which is noticeable there and attracts the seekers 
as seemingly nothing else can. 

We are fortunate in having splendid music at 
many of our meetings, through the courtesy of Mr. 
Arthur D. Mayo, who is musical director in one of 
our largest churches, and who frequently brings his 
soloists and other singers of reputation, all of 
whom are attracted to the Cause and gladly give 
their services, in the majority of instances asking 
for the privilege of coming again and again. 

On the evening of March 6th, an important 
gathering assembled at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hannen, representing the joining in one meeting 
of the white and the colored Bahais and friends of 
this city. Considerable work is being done among 
the latter, and a regular weekly meeting is held 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dyer, 1937 13th street, 
N. W., on Wednesdays. In February of last year, 
Abdul-Baha commanded that to prove the validity 
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of our Teachings and as a means of removing 
existing prejudices between the races, a Spiritual 
Assembly or meeting be held, preferably at the 
home of one of the white Bahais, in which both 
races should join. This is the first meeting of that 
character, and is to be repeated monthly. There 
were present about 35 persons, one-third of whom 
were colored, and nearly all believers. It is also 
planned that every fourth Unity Feast, beginning 
April 9, should be held in such manner that both 
races can join. This is a radical step in this 
section of the country, and is in reality making 
history. 

Madame Jackson, of Paris, is visiting in Wash- 
ington for a few weeks, and has been welcomed at 
several recent meetings. 

it has been our pleasure to hear Messrs. Mac- 
Nutt and Harris during the year, and on Friday, 
March 11, Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, of New York, was 
with us. These visits from our eloquent teachers 
and workers, including the joy of meeting Miss 
Juliet Thompson earlier in the season, have been 
rare occasions of spiritual uplift. 

Dr. Getsinger is now in Worcester, Mass. Mrs. 
Getsinger, who has completed another visit to Acca, 
is expected to return about the 10th of March. 
Dr. Fareed is returning with her. 

The Bahai Hospice is at 214 B street, S. E., where 
Mr. W. P. Ripley dispenses hospitality to the 
visiting friends. All intending visitors to this city 
should bear this fact in mind. 

Jos. H. Hannen. 


A letter was received March 9th by Mrs. Corinne 
True of Chicago, from Mr. C. M. Remev, dated Ran- 
goon, Burinah, February 7, 1910, in which he said: 
“Since being here in Rangoon we have scarcely had 
time in which to sleep, so numerous have been our 
callers, the Truth seekers.” Also he said if thev 
had no delays they would probably be in Port Said, 
Egypt, April 1st, and from there go to Acca. 


Mr. Edwin Woodcock, of Moline., 111., is spending 
the month in Cuba. 
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The Mysterious Forces 
of Civilization 

A new book of Bahai teaching printed in 
London, England, copies of which may now be 
had of Bahai Publishing Society, Chicago. 

The publishers’ advertisement of the book is as 
follows: 

This very remarkable book was written some 
thirty years ago by Abdul-Baha, the present 
revered Bahai leader, and there is little doubt 
that it was no insignificant factor in preparing 
his compatriots for the present constitutional 
regime. 

It contains an exposition of his philosophy, 
indispensable to every serious student of the 
Bahai movement. 

The translation is the work of Mr. Johanna 
Dawud, who has endeavored to convey to the 
reader, not only the deep spiritual significance 
of the master’s teaching, but to retain, as near- 
ly as the difference of idiom allows, the wealth 
of Oriental imagery and metaphor which forms 
so striking a feature of the original. 


Bound in Cloth, postpaid, $1.00 

BAHAI PUBLISHING SOCIETY 

P. O. Box 283 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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THE OUTLOOK IN JAPAN. 

Extract from a letter written by Mr. Charles 
Mason Remey , dated on hoard N. L. S. S. Billow, 
between Shanghai and Singapore, Jan. 14, 1910, to 
the House of Spirituality, Chicago, III.: 

In Japan the spiritual field of work is ready for 
the laborers. The Japanese need religion and, 
unlike most people, they realize this need and are 
searching. In Japan there is no antagonism — none 
whatever. Even the Buddhist priests hail with 
joy the coming of another Messenger of Peace. 
They are all awaiting the coming of the Message. 
The Japanese, like the Bahais, accept the Christ 
Spirit but not the creed and dogmatism of the 
churches. The people who can be reached in Japan 
are not uneducated, but the first men of the coun- 
try. With us in the West it is the people of small 
importance in the world’s eye who are seeking 
Truth, whereas in Japan the nobility and the chief 
thinkers of the country are considering the spirit- 
ual question, for it has been clearly proved in Japan 
that man cannot live by ethics alone. Thousands 
of Bahai teachers are needed in Japan! Only 
yesterday I was reading the life of Saint Francois 
Xavier, the first Christian missionary to Japan, 
and of his trials and hardships and of the great 
fruits of his work, and with all my soul I prayed 
that God would now raise up Bahais to go to that 
same country and proclaim the Kingdom estab- 
lished! Cannot you, as a body, take some action 
in this matter and make the way for several Ba- 
hais to go to the field of work in Japan? * * * A 
willing American would have no difliculty in mak- 
ing a good living in China or Japan, and I trust 
that soon some of our Bahais may come out as 
teachers. Whoever comes in this Cause must be 
well prepared so far as teaching is concerned; 
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should be a person or persons of education and 
culture, for they will be obliged to work amongst 
people of much culture and wisdom. In both 
■China and Japan the upper classes must first be 
reached. When a few of these are reached, the 
mass of the people will come with but little effort. 

LETTER FROM MR. REMEY. 

Rangoon, Busmah, February 4, 1910. 

To the Bahai Assembly of 

Washington, D. C., U. S. A. 

Dear Bahai Friends: — Since writing you last 
from Honolulu, our Bahai brother, Howard Stru- 
ven, and I, have attained to this point on our line 
of travel, having visited Japan, and some of the 
Chinese ports, as well as Singapore, on our way 
here to Rangoon. 

We arrived here about ten days ago; the inter- 
vening time has sped past very quickly. Being 
quartered in the Mashrak-el-Azkar, we are receiv- 
ing believers and truth-seekers from a very early 
to a very late hour. Many are coming to inquire 
about the Teachings, Christians, Jews, Zoroas- 
trians, Moslems, Buddhists and Brahmans or Hin- 
doos. We find that the general knowledge which 
we had of these latter-mentioned religions is very 
scanty, so we have been studying and preparing 
ourselves to meet the questions of the people of 
these divers creeds. This to the Bahai is not so 
difficult a task as one might at first imagine, as 
in their purity each of these religions of the world 
was of divine origin, so now that the Bahais have 
the spiritual understanding or key to all religions, 
they are all explained from one spiritual stand- 
point. The one spiritual explanation satisfies the 
seeking soul from whatever religion he may come. 
Thus do we see the power and the spiritual po- 
tency of the Truth. 

In Japan we spent six days with Prof. M. Bara- 
katullah, in Tokyo, where he had gathered quite a 
group of truth-seekers from both the foreigners 
living in Tokyo as well as from the Japanese peo- 
ple. Enclosed I send you a copy of a notice in 
Japanese which was circulated, inviting people to 
a large Bahai Meeting held in the Y. M. C. A. 
Auditorium in Tokyo. We had a well-attended 
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meeting, which immediately placed us in touch 
with a great many people. Other meetings were 
held and we met many personally, so that the time 
in Tokyo passed rapidly. After visiting Yoka- 
homa, Kobe, Kyato and Nagasaki, we passed over 
into China, where in Shanghai we met with a most 
devoted Bahai brother from Persia who lives there, 
Mirza Abdul Badhi — Mirza Ahmad knows him. 
Though our visit in Shanghai was not long, we 
met several people who were deeply in sympathy 
with our work. We could have remained there 
indefinitely and had plenty of work to do in the 
Cause, but we felt that we should be pressing on 
here where the call is more urgent, and besides we 
wish to complete our tour of India before the ex- 
cessive heat sets in, for during the cool weather 
now on we have the best opportunity to meet 
people. 

Of the work here in Burmah I will write later 
on in a general letter. Now I will make a brief 
mention of the work in Japan. There the field is 
ready, and what is most encouraging is that the 
thinkers and leaders of Japan realize this. Many 
are looking about for a religion suited to the needs 
of the Japanese people. Now is, I feel, the time for 
the Bahais to direct their energies toward Japan. 

American Bahais are needed in Japan. If all of 
the people will carry this in their minds, someone 
may hear and respond to this call from the far 
East. Teachers are needed also in China, partic- 
ularly in Shanghai, for there the Cause is some- 
what known, and a good beginning could easily 
be accomplished. 

In these Eastern countries there are excellent 
business opportunities open to young men. Several 
energetic young Bahai brothers from America 
could do a great work in Japan, China or here, 
and at the same time be establishing themselves 
and doing well in business. 

I trust the time may soon come when Bahai 
workers from the West may come to these fields, 
for their services are needed. 

Please extend our Bahai greeting from both to 
all. The friends here join us. 

Yours in His Holy Cause, 

Charles Masson Remey. 
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THE CONVENTION. 

PROGRAM. 

April 23rd, Saturday evening, Unity Feast. 

April 24th, Sunday, 10 a. m., meeting in Corinth- 
ian Hall, Masonic Temple. 

April 24th, Sunday afternoon, friends and dele- 
gates will visit the Temple grounds. 

April 25th, Monday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 
convention called to order. 

April 26th, Tuesday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 
convention continued. 

April 26th, Tuesday evening, Drill Hall, Masonic 
Temple, public meeting. 

DELEGATES. 

Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Kenosha, Wis. 

Mr. Magnus Paulson, Racine, Wis. 

Mr. Russell L. Brooker, Akron, Ohio. 

Mr. John Deremo, Fruitport, Mich. 

Mr. William Hoar, Fanwood, N. J. 

Mr. John A. Finch, Seattle, Wash. 

Mr. Albert H. Hall, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. Charles Hargis, Genoa Jc., Wis. 

Mr. Byron S. Lane, Bangor, Mich. 

Miss Margaret Thompson, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Miss Ella C. Quant, Johnston Navy-Yard and 
vicinity. 

Miss Lelia Sheuy, Oakland, Cal. 

Miss Florence Clapp, Baltimore, Md. (Probably). 
Mrs. A. M. Bryant, Denver, Colo. 

Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, Cincinnati, O. 

Mrs. Ernest Kelley, Urbana, 111. 

Mrs. Charles L. Lincoln, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mrs. Charlotte Morton, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mrs. Corinne True, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Arthur S. Agnew, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Mountford Mills, New York City, N. Y. 
Miss Annie T. Boylan, New York City, N. Y. 

Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm (Alternate), Ithaca, N. Y. 
Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham (Alternate), Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Washington, D. C.; Boston, Mass.; Portland, 
Oregon; Muskegon, Mich.; Los Angeles, Cal.; San- 
dusky, Ohio; not yet reported. 

Bernard M. Jacobsen. 
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THE M A SHR AK-ELr AZK AR. 

Since last issue tlie friends from many parts 
have remembered the Mashrak-el-Azkar. One gift 
of special importance is a contribution from the 
friends of Paris, France, because it comes to us 
from them at a time when they haye passed through 
dire calamities — the great flood. 

The contribution from the Honolulu Assembly 
comes with such a sparkle that we must quote 
from Mrs. Coombs’ letter, as their secretary: “Hop- 
ing that all offerings are sent with as much love 
and as willing hearts as ours.” 

The financial secretary is most happy to report 
that over sixty towns or cities of America are con- 
tributing to the great Mashrak-el-Azkar work. 

The following countries have sent contributions 
since last Convention: Canada, Mexico, England, 
France, Germany, Turkey in Europe, Russia, Per- 
sia, India, Syria and Egypt. 

Abdul-Baha said to Mr. Mountfort Mills of New 
York City, that he was most pleased and satisfied 
with last year’s Convention and assured us that 
the future would see many more, constantly in- 
creasing in attendance and bringing together repre- 
sentatives from all parts of the world. He said 
that these gatherings would be to the spiritual 
body of the world what the inrush of the spirit is 
to the physical body of man, quickening it to its 
utmost parts and infusing a new light and power. 

Corinne True. 

BOSTON. 

The meetings Continue to draw more and more 
seekers for the Truth, and all remark the growing 
firmness and steadfastness of the Assembly and its 
power of attraction. It is our joy to be able to 
reach greater and greater numbers with the news 
of the glad tidings. 

Since Nov. 7, all the regular meetings have been 
held in Beckton Hall — and from the beginning 
there has been a small but steady increase in num- 
bers. Every Sunday from one to five seekers come 
and receive the Message — -some at the request of 
Bahais — others through the notices of meetings 
placed in three of the newspapers. Every meeting 
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is adding to the unity, strength, steadfastness and 
love of the believers and to the attractive power of 
the Assembly. We are striving to realize the won- 
derful gifts and promises of Abdul-Baha. 

At a recent meeting of the Boston Assembly the 
following members were elected to the Board: 
Messrs. Ober and Osburg; Mesdames Breed, Camp- 
bell, Goddard, Hoes and Sprague; Misses Culver 
and Robarts. 

The Naurooz Feast held at the hall March 21st 
was attended by twenty-seven people. The spirit 
was strong and it was a cause of joy and confirma- 
tion for all. 

Harlan F. 01) er. 


BUFFALO. 

The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun- 
day and Thursday evening at 494 Elwood avenue. 

CHICAGO. 

The preparations for the coming convention are 
now being crystalized, and visiting friends may be 
assured of a hearty welcome. 

Miss Florence Clapp, formerly of Leominster, 
Mass., has moved to Chicago and is one with the 
Assembly. 

The Unity Feast of April 9th will be held at the 
home of Mrs. Corinne True. 

Mrs. Aline Devin of Eliot, Maine, visited us 
several Sundays in March. 

Miss Levy, of New York City, was with us 
April 3d. 

The 19-day Tea of the Woman’s Assembly of 
Teaching, was held on March 23rd at the home of 
Mrs. George Lesch, the subject for the day being 
the Feast of Naurooz or Bahai New Year. Among 
those present from out of town were Mrs. Henry 
L. Goodale, and Mrs. Peckman, both of Kenosha. 

The Feast of Naurooz was celebrated at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Foster, 3502 Lake 
Ave., on the evening of March 21st. After a 
spiritual feast, refreshments were served and the 
friends met socially. 
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LOS ANGELES. 

An informal organization has been effected of 
the Bahai Assembly of Los Angeles, including be- 
lievers in the city of Los Angeles, Tropico, Glen- 
dale, Long Beach, Santa Monica, Ocean Park and 
Pasadena. The Executive Board is comprised of 
five members: Mr. Charles F. Haney, Mr. Thornton 
Chase, Mrs. Henrietta Clark Wagner, Mrs. Nellie 
Phillips and Mrs. Rosa V. Winterburn — with the 
writer, Mr. F. B. Beckett, as Secretary. In the 
future, to assure prompt receipt, all communica- 
tions to this Assembly, as well as all matter for 
distribution among the believers in this part of the 
country, should be addressed to the Secretary, 
429 Citizens National Bank Building, Los Angeles, 
California. 

The Los Angeles Bahai Assembly was organized 
with thirty believers, who signified their belief in 
writing. There are as many more who are in fact 
believers in the Revelation of Baha’o’llah but who 
do not wish yet to connect themselves definitely 
with any organization, no matter how informal it 
may be, beside a large number of people who seem 
deeply interested. Meetings are held on Thursday 
afternoons in Pasadena, Tuesday afternoons and 
Friday evenings in the city of Los Angeles, and 
Friday afternoons and Sunday evenings in Tropico; 
also, once a month, on Sunday afternoon, a meet- 
ing is held in a down-town hall in the city. At 
this latter meeting the attendance has been from 
forty to fifty people and a deep interest is shown 
in the Revelation. 

F. B. Beckett 


SEATTLE. 

The Cause in Seattle is firm and steadfast. Week- 
ly meetings are held every Sunday afternoon at the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. John A. Finch, and upon 
the occasion of coming visitors, who speak to us, 
they are held at various places in the city. 

During the past month we have listened to able 
talks by Mr. Thornton Chase, who was with us for 
several days. His talks were strong and eloquent 
and reached the ears of interested listeners. 

D. D. Babcock . 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 


NAME FEAST DAYS 

Baha (Splendor) Mar. 21 

-Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

Noor (Light) June 5 

Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

Kalemat (Words) July 13 

Assma (Names) Aug-. 1 

Kamaal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

Azzatt (Wealth) Sept. 8 

Mashyat (Will) Sept. 27 

Aim (Science) Oct. 16 

Kudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

Koul (Saying) Nov. 23 

Masael (Questions) Dec. 12 

Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

Malak (Ring) Peb. 7 

(Four intercalary days.) 

Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 


ALL AHO’ ABH A ! 

The Bahai News Service believes all will be 
delighted to know that a large number of sub- 
scriptions have already been received from all 
parts of America, and that expressions of good will 
and hearty endorsement are received in every mail. 

Commencing with this issue a limited number of 
copies will be printed over and above what is 
necessary to cover the subscription list. Because 
of this we would advise those who desire to have 
a complete file to subscribe at once. 







BAHAI NEWS 9 



LETTERS FROM DR. MOODY. 


Teheran, Persia, Jan. 11, 1910. 

Dearest Eva: — * * * Please redeem a promise I 
hare made to the sisters here that their photo 
should be copied and spread in America. I think 
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I mentioned that this is an important event in 
their lives; they have thrown down one rule, for 
once, that is, to show their faces to the world. I 
cannot describe to you how they are deprived. 
Again today I was in a home — the wife’s mother 
was closely veiled because the husband’s young 
brother was in the room; and later all the women 
left the room because two men friends of the fam- 
ily were coming. I could stay and enjoy hearing 
the newcomers tell of a recent trip to Russia, etc. 
On leaving I went to say good bye to the women — 
their rooms are in an entirely separate court, as 
if in another house. A man servant passed just 
as I raised the heavy curtain to leave, and all the 
women screamed and pulled down their veils, or 
drew the “chadur” up over their mouth and nose. 
The husband we met in Paris and since being on 
the continent he is anxious to help free the women 
from their dreary life. 

The hospital business is now arranged and after 
this week I am to be there with the other doctors 
in the afternoons. 

I met another, a non-Bahai doctor, this morning, 
and he asked me to assist him in an operation 
later. I liked him and hope to establish pleasant 
relations with them all. A son of one of the four 
“Hands of the Cause” (Jenabi Adub), whose name 
is Mirza Ali, starts for Marseilles in two days. 
He goes to learn the business of curing leather. 
At present all hides are exported for curing and 
returned at enormous cost. The progressive steps 
mean much here, and it is the Bahai who has the 
courage to go forth with assurance of success. 

Love to all, 

Susan I. Moody. 

Extract from a letter, dated Teheran, Persia, 
February 13, 1910: 

Today we were invited for lunch to the home of 
Mirza Ghavam Altojar. We had been told that it 
was a matter of importance. First, I want to say 
that the home was a Bahai home very near the 
city wall, in a good part of town. The streets in 
some places were shaded by cypress trees and the 
garden of this house has many tall sycamores. The 
interior was rich in beautiful rugs and the dinner 
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was served in European style — table and chairs. 
Our host porposed that land for a Mashrak-el-Azker 
in Teheran be secured at once. Have you ever 
seen a match touched to a bundle of dry straw? 
Well, it took these noble men about that long to 
grasp the situation, get over their first surprise, 
appoint a committee of nine and set a date to see 
the piece of land proposed by our host. * * * It 
makes one hold his breath to see the faith of these 
grand old teachers and their fearlessness in going 
forward. The constitution is really making them 
able to act like free men. They are, at the same 
time, careful not to arouse public prejudice which 
is strong still. * * * Yet one more piece of news: 
The girls’ school is assured. They will start with 
accomodations for fifty pupils, and they think as 
the girls are not yet educated in Persian that they 
should not ask to have an English teacher sent just 
yet, but wait a few months and see how many will 
then want to take up English. There are a few who 
have been in the American school and can talk 
very well. Please tell any who want to help that 
it will take only $1.50 per month to educate a girl. 
There are many here too poor to pay and this is 
the way to help lift Persia from her otherwise 
hopeless condition. Do make a strong point of this 
to all the friends and help the brave Bahais here. 
Think of it — since we arrived they have started a 
hospital, a girl’s school and a Mashrak-el-Azkar! 
Come over and help us. COME! 

Mr. Sprague has just been appointed superin- 
tendent of the boys’ school, the former having 
resigned. 

Susan I. Moody. 

NEW YORK CITY. 

On the 26th of March Madame Jackson sailed 
from New York for Acca. 

On the 3rd of April Mr. Woodcock delivered his 
second address within a month upon the Bahai 
movement to an interested audience gathered in 
Montclair, N. J. 

Within the past month Mrs. Getsinger and Dr. 
Fareed arrived in New York from Acca, bringing 
with them the merciful glad-tidings of the love of 
Abdul-Baha to the beloved of God in America, and 
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giving several talks in the New Yqrk Assembly. 
Dr. Fareed brought with him a general Tablet from 
the presence of Abdul-Baha to the American be- 
lievers, embodying the same precious admonitions 
to build the stable foundation of unity upon which 
the structure of the sacred Mashrak-el-Azkar could 
be erected. They proceeded in a few days to 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Edward B. Kinney, Jr., gave a very fine 
entertainment in his studio on the evening of April 
1st, the fund accrued to go to the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar. He opened it with a talk of a very high 
order upon music. The musical programme, both 
vocal and instrumental, was rendered by some of 
Ids pupils who are artists in the real sense of the 
word, and Miss Clark (an elocutionist and friend 
of the family) contributed some most excellent 
recitations. In a little interval Mr. Kinney gave, 
in a most delicate and exquisitely forceful way, a 
Brief message of the advent of the Spiritual King- 
dom in this great Day, prefacing it with a refer- 
ence to the word “Mashrak-el-Azkar” on the tickets. 
Some of those who took part afterward spoke to 
different ones of the guests of the inspirational 
effect received from the audience. The spirit of 
the evening was fine. It was Mr. Kinney’s formal 
dedication, in His Name, of his studio to music. 
A goodly audience was present. This studio was 
dedicated at the beginning to the Holy Cause. 

Isabella D. Brittingham. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Regular meetings held Friday evenings at 8:15 
and Sunday School at 11:15, at the Gareissen 
Studio, 1219 Connecticut Avenue. Permanent ad- 
dress of the Bahai Assembly, or individual mem- 
bers, post office box 192. 

A notable feature of the Unity Feast of April 9, 
is that our colored believers and friends are to be 
invited to participate, the plan to hold every fourth 
Unity Feast in this manner, being put into effect 
on this date. 

The Visiting Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha for 
Mrs. Amalie Knobloch has been read over her 
grave by a large number of the Bahais of Washing- 
ton on different occasions. March 13, Mr. Roy C. 
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Wilhelm was accompanied to the tomb by a party 
of the young people; March 27 Mr. and Mrs. 
Kinney, Dr. Fareed and Mrs. Getsinger were visit- 
ors, with the Sunday School children completing 
the party. The obedience of the friends to this 
Command to read the Visiting Tablet, is notable 
and a great blessing attends this act. 

On Friday, March 25, we were rejoiced to wel- 
come our beloved sister, Lua Getsinger, returning 
from the Holy City. A telegram announced her 
coming, together with Mr. and Mrs. Kinney and 
Dr. Ameen Ullah Fareed. These dear friends were 
tendered a reception at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ripley Saturday evening, attended and addressed 
the Sunday School, received the friends Sunday 
evening, and on Monday morning the Kinneys re- 
turned to New York, taking the sincere love of the 
Washington friends with them. Mrs. Getsinger 
and Dr. Fareed have been kept exceedingly busy 
attending group meetings during the week, and a 
large audience attended the regular meeting Fri- 
day, April 1, at which both spoke effectively on 
Unity. 

The election for delegates and alternates for the 
Chicago Temple Unity Convention in April, resulted 
in the selection of the following: Delegates, Jos. 
H. Hannen and Mrs. Claudia Stuart Coles; Alter- 
nates, Dr. Edward H. Egbert and Miss Fanny A. 
Knobloch. 

The Bethel Literary and Historical Society, the 
oldest and leading colored organization in the 
city, devoted its session of Tuesday, April 5, to 
the Bahai Revelation, Mr. Hannen and Dr. Fareed 
speaking on the subject of “The Race Question 
from the Standpoint of the Bahai Revelation.” This 
Society, of which Mr. Louis G. Gregory is Presi- 
dent, has given three previous sessions this season 
to the Bahai Teachings, and this has exerted a 
powerful influence in the work among the intelli- 
gent circles of this people, whom we are com- 
manded to reach and help as brothers and sisters. 

A lecture is announced for May 2, to be given 
by Mrs. L. J. Young Withee, a well-known speaker, 
on the subject: “Persia, the Land of the Lion and 
Sun.” This lecture, which is to be under the aus- 
pices of the Persian- American Educational Society, 
is to be for the benefit of the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 



14 


BAHAI NEWS 


The unity developed by our teachings is strik- 
ingly exemplified by the presence frequently at our 
meetings of brothers from India, Japan, the Philip- 
pines and China, beside our dear Persian brothers. 
The shades of belief among the local members is as 
varied and divergent, before the transformation of 
the Word making us one. 

The Feast of Naurooz, March 21, was given by 
the children of our Sunday School, and was well 
attended. Those present pronounced the exercises 
most effective. Our dear little sister, Ruth Fuhr- 
man, eleven years old, presided with dignity. The 
narrative of Professor Browne’s meeting with 
Baha’o’llah and Abdul-Baha was read feelingly 
by Mary Hotchkiss, while Helen Hotchkiss ably 
gave the history and summarized the teachings of 
the Revelation. Bessie Ripley read some of the 
Words, as did also Beula Barnitz. These, with 
Minnie Barnitz and Paul Hannen, chanted prayers 
in Arabic. Esther Hughes gave two violin solos, 
displaying marked ability. 

Mr. George S. Hopper and daughter, formerly of 
Ithaca, N. Y., are welcome additions to our local 
Assembly. Miss Hebe Moore; who will travel with 
Madame Jackson, left here two weeks ago and will 
be greatly missed. 

Two marriages have changed our list of member- 
ship, though only in name, as the friends remain 
with us. Mrs. Josephine Conklin Cowles became 
Madame DeLagnel, and Miss Ursula Shuman is 
now Mrs. Elwyn Moore, the transformations occur- 
ring during the same week. Our congratulations 
and love are with the happy families thus united. 

The Bahai News is a welcome visitor, being 
enthusiastically received, and its success seems 
assured. If the friends everywhere will add finan- 
cial support to appreciation, an edifice of perma- 
nence and utility will be builded. 

Jos. H. Hannen. 

NEWS NOTES. 

Dr. Fisher, of New York City, is now in London, 
England. 

When Mrs. Brittingham was in Aeca, Abdul-Baha 
desired her to tell all pilgrims not to visit Acca 
during the summer season on account of its un- 
heal thfulness. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Revealed and sent to all 'parts of the world. 

HE IS god! 

Praise be unto Thee, O my God! Thanks be 
unto Thee O my Beloved! Glory be unto Thee, 
O my Lord! for that which Thou hast bestowed, 
favored, conferred and granted. For Thou hast 
chosen sincere servants from among Thy people to 
serve Thy Religion. Thou hast elected them to 
draw inspiration from Thy Manifest Light, attrac- 
tion from Thy Luminous Beauty and to walk in 
Thy straight path. O my Lord! Verily the souls 
are heedless of Thy mentioning and hearts de- 
prived of Thy love, the eyes veiled from beholding 
the Kingdom of Thy Beauty and the intellects 
wandering away from the Centre of Thy Glory, 
except those who are firm in Thy Covenant, free 
from dissension, attracting the rays of the Sun 
of Truth, detaching themselves from inharmony, 
arising in the service of Thy Cause amongst Thy 
people and exhilarated from the pure wine of Thy 
Kingdom. Bestow upon them unlimited blessing 
and creative good from the never-ending Bounty, 
and pour upon them with great abundance, from 
the Cloud of Thy Majesty, the rain of Thy Grace, 
the water of Thy Generosity and the Universal 
Favor. 

O Lord, suffer them to become the signs of Thy 
Guidance, the standards of the Realm of Might, 
the words of virtue, the army of the Supreme Con- 
course and the angels of heaven, so that through 
them the East and the West of the earth may be- 
come illumined, Thy Name be mentioned in the 
North and South, that they may educate all races 
and communities and clothe them with the garment 
of the comely names and the perfect example in 
this realm of existence. 
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0 iny Lord, reveal through them the ensign of 
Unity among mankind and the flag of Love be- 
tween nations, so that multiplicities may converge 
into the centre of oneness and harmony, the veils 
of hatred be rent asunder, the conditions of dis- 
cord pass away and enmity and rancor vanish from 
the world of man, so that after disunion the Be- 
loved of Union shall unveil her countenance, 
animosity be changed into affection, the reign of 
faction and feud come to an end, and success and 
prosperity be attained. 

O my Lord, strengthen their backs in their serv- 
ice, gird up their loins in their adoration* dilate 
their breasts with the light of Thy Knowledge, 
illumine the eyes by beholding Thy Face, gladden 
their spirits by the significances of Thy Providence 
and purify their souls by the appearance of Thy 
Compassion. Verily Thou art the Merciful, the 
Clement, the Almighty, the Bestower, the Uncon- 
strained! There is no God but Thee, the Giver, 
the Pardoner, the Hidden, the Manifest and the 
Source of Bounties! 

O ye friends of God! Joy and happiness of 
the people of faithfulness consists in serving the 
Threshold of the Most High and turning their 
faces to the Kingdom of Abha. The hope of the 
lovers is self-sacrifice, and the yearning of the 
longing ones is self-effacement and evanescence. 
For love is an irresistible power and an inextin- 
guishable conflagration and the mirror of the love 
of God is the great martyrdom. Therefore, the 
sanctified souls and the Manifestations of God 
yearned for self-abnegation and attainment to the 
city of martyrdom. They gave up their lives, ex- 
perienced exile and banishment, endured persecu- 
tion and dire calamities, became subject to im- 
prisonment and bondage and the targets of the 
arrows of opnression, and objects of the sword of 
malice. They did not complain, neither did they 
become disheartened. They drank the cup of 
martyrdom from the Hand of the Cup-Bearer of 
Providence, and tasted with the greatest joy the 
sweetness of annihilation. They found not a 
moment of rest. They sought not an instant of 
tranquillity. They withstood the persecution of 
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the enemies and became the centres of derision 
and scoffing of the people of envy. They sacrificed 
their homes and property and became homeless and 
wanderers. They experienced not one hour of 
safety, nor a day of repose of mind or body. This 
is the proof of the sincere lover and this is the 
evidence of the faithful friend. If it were not so 
every stranger would become a friend and the de- 
prived one would become the confidant of the 
mysteries, the remote one would become the near 
one and the outcast would become the beloved. 
Consequently the Most Great Wisdom has ordained 
that the fire of tests shall rage and the rushing 
torrent of ordeals sweep tumultuously from the 
Mountain of Revelation, so that the untruthful may 
become distinguished from the truthful, the un- 
righteous be known from the righteous, the wor- 
shipper of self become separated from the wor- 
shipper of God, the good fruit be set apart from 
the evil fruit, the signs of light become manifest 
and the gloom of darkness be dispelled, the night- 
ingale of trustworthiness sing the melody of love 
and the raven of oppression croak the discordant 
notes of error; the fertile soil become green and 
verdant and the barren ground produce its thorns 
and thistles; the attracted ones to the Breath of 
Abha become firm and the follower of passion and 
desire turn away. This is the wisdom of trials and 
this is the cause of ordeals. 

O ye friends of God! In these days the city of 
Tabriz has become red with the blood of mankind. 
Holy souls from among the Believers of God sacri- 
ficed their lives in the path of Manifest Light. 
They hastened to the altar of love. Eyes are weep- 
ing on this account, hearts are burning for these 
events, lamentation and moaning is ascending to 
the apex of the Supreme Concourse and great grief 
and intense mourning is experienced. It is the 
utmost yearning of Abdul-Baha to drink from this 
cup of martyrdom and become exhilarated with the 
wine of sacrifice, so that the end of his life shall 
become the opening chapter of Divine Bounty. 
O my Lord, confer upon me that overflowing cup 
with the most great gift! Intoxicate me with that 
wine of the glorious favor and suffer me to partake 
of that food which cannot be tasted except by Thy 
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faithful servant Crown my head with this re- 
fulgent diadem, cause my blood to be shed in Thy 
Cause, my body to be suspended between heaven 
and earth, this temple to be dismembered and its 
bones be disjoined by the arrows of the enemies. 

0 ye friends of Abdul-Baha! In these days, 
through the happy circumstances and the confirma- 
tion of the Lord of the Supreme Heavens and the 
assistance of the Unseen Kingdom, the holy re- 
mains of His highness the Supreme (Bab) were 
transferred to the Mount of Carmel in Haifa in 
the present Tomb. Therefore, it is necessary for 
the believers to celebrate the occasion with joy and 
happiness. The believers in Tabriz became exhila- 
rated with this cup and with the polo of mag- 
nanimity carried away the ball of service from the 
arena of the Cause. Perhaps later on the people of 
hatred and enmity, may calumniate and misrepre- 
sent the facts, stating that the blessed remains of 
the Bab are in some other place, or that a part of 
it is elsewhere. The friends of God must know that 
this is a pure falsehood, calumny and malicious 
slander. That blessed, crucified body is interred 
in its entirety on Mount Carmel, but the enemies 
will not rest quiet. It is certain that they will 
raise a clamor and claim that we stole that blessed 
body, or fraudulently transferred it or got hold of 
a part of it, or that the genii took it away from 
the firm ones. All these statements are fabrica- 
tions and slanders. The whole truth is explained 
here. 

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washing- 
ton, D. C., March 3, 1910.) 


Extract from a recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha: 

“The time has not yet arrived, even in those coun- 
tries (America), to spread Tablets and Epistles 
with the utmost freedom, but it will soon come." 


The Bahai News of May 17th will contain the official 
proceedings of the Convention recently held in Chicago. 
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LETTER FROM MR. SPRAGUE. 

Teheran, Persia, March 19, 1910. 

My dear Roy: * * * I am busier than ever this 
year and have little time for writing. The believ- 
ers have made me principal of the Tarbiat School 
as well as teacher and this keeps my hands full. 
I have to deal out punishments to the boys, see 
that they study, behave themselves, etc. Mr. 
Sprague is a thing of the past. I am now known 
as Eskandar Khan, the new name given me by 
Abdul-Baha, and I wear a Persian kola. This has 
made a very good impression among the Persians, 
for they know that, as a rule, the Europeans look 
down upon them and I am the first Westerner who 
thinks it an honor to wear their national hat. 

I have had the opportunity of meeting and 
speaking to several persons of importance. Abdul- 
Baha prophesied two or three months ago that this 
year we would see many prominent persons come 
into the Cause and this is being realized. We are 
also seeing that Mohammedans are having a 
greater respect for the Bahais. For instance, two 
weeks ago Haji Akhoun died. He was one of the 
most prominent Bahai teachers, a man of eighty, 
who had been a believer about fifty years, who 
had suffered constant persecution, had been im- 
prisoned many times — once for three years in 
chains — and in the red days whenever he went out 
of his house and walked through the bazaars he 
would be cursed and insulted. But on the day of 
his funeral he was taken to the cemetery with the 
greatest respect, a company of forty police — all 
believers — escorting him. Not one cry was raised 
in the bazaars, although all expected it. 

The passing out of Haji Akhoun was very beau- 
tiful. He had returned one day from the bath, 
and complaining of feeling tired, he called for a 
glass of water, drank it and without a word the 
spirit left the body. About thirty years ago 
Baiia’o’llah had foretold, in a Tablet, that Haji 
Akhoun would die in this way, peacefully and 
calmly. He revealed this Tablet when Haji 
Akhoun was in prison and all were expecting that 
he would meet with some violent end. What a 
wonderful life to have lived and served and suf- 
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fered for the Cause of God during fifty years! Be- 
fore his conversion, too, he was a very important 
Mullah and he sacrificed position, wealth, name, 
everything for the sake of Baha’o’llah. It was a 
great privilege to have met and known such a 
man. * * * 

Your brother in E1 -Abha, 

EsTcandar ( Sydney Sprague). 

LETTER FROM MR. STRUYEN. 

S. S. Bangala, Feb. 28, 1910. 

Dear brother Dr. Bolles: Just a few lines to 
acknowledge your beautiful spiritual letter. Indeed 
you are right; it will take a lot more suffering in 
this world to open people’s eyes and show them the 
pure self-sacrificing way to serve humanity. It 
will come, believe me, and it will not be so very 
long. 

We are sailing for Calcutta after a stay of one 
month in Burmah. We spent five heavenly days 
with our devoted brothers in Mandalay, and these 
people who, a few years ago, would have killed us 
if we had touched them, now loved us and could 
not serve us enough in any way. We also spent 
three days off in a jungle village of Deadnan, 
where the Cause has only been planted for three 
years and there are now more than four hundred 
Bahais here. Seventy-five accepted the Cause 
in the three days we were there. In Rangoon, 
where we spent most of our time, we had three 
large meetings which were advertised, every eve- 
ning we would hold minor meetings and all day 
people would come and go and we would give them 
the teachings. I find the Cause growing every- 
where, not making converts by thousands, but just 
quietly working, and I would rather see this than 
to have thousands flow in and then fall by the 
wayside. When a cause goes quietly but surely, it 
is worth noticing. 

Mr. Remey joins me in sending Bahai love and 
greetings to all the dear friends in Denver. 

Sincerely your humble brother in God’s Cause, 

Howard G. Struven. 
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LETTER TO THE UNITY BAND FROM YAZD, 

PERSIA. 

In the Name of our Lord, the Holy, the Ahha ! 

0 ye leaves of the Tree of the Kingdom and fruits 
of the Garden of the Almighty! Upon ye be 
Baha, and the praise of the people of the world! 

The blessed letter which was written by those 
friends reached us like the nightingale of the city 
of love, and it imparted to us the news of the 
happiness and prosperity of those attracted leaves. 
It imparted a new life to this yearning one and 
gave inexhaustible pleasure and happiness. It is 
hoped from the outpouring of this cycle of the 
Covenant which is shining upon the world, that a 
day may come when we may meet each other, and 
the door of going and coming between the two 
continents become opened. Verily, this is not im- 
possible for God. 

O ye thankful birds! O ye nightingales of the 
Rose-Garden of Forgiveness! O ye who are in- 
toxicated with the wine of the Day of Manifesta- 
tion and the period of Resurrection and Revival! 
’Tis the time of happiness and rejoicing and the 
period of attraction and enkindlement. The feast 
of delight and spiritual beatitude is spread. The 
orchards of significances are adorned with the 
flowers and hyacinths of praise. From the gather- 
ings the wonderful melodies of thanksgivings are 
raised to the Heaven of Might. The cup-bearers 
of Generosity are going around, giving the wine of 
Love, and the people are intoxicated thereby. With 
the power of the Greatest Name, the friends of God 
are captivating the hearts of the people of the 
world, and through the soul-ravishing songs and 
lyre of Divine Love and celestial harmony, the 
hearts are attracted toward the countenance of the 
Beloved. The people of faithfulness are serving His 
Highness the Incomparable One, and the friends 
of righteousness, with wisdom and assurance, are 
engaged in every part to praise and thank Him. 
The torches of guidance are lighted and the lan- 
terns of truth dispense rays of beneficence and 
spiritual direction. The stars of Providence are 
shining and the lights of the Orb of Reality are 
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illumining the darkened hearts of men. Therefore, 
O ye spiritual sisters and birds of the atmosphere 
of significances! It is the time that, under the 
shade of the Covenant, through the Protection and 
Providence of the Beauty of Abha and the power 
of Abdul-Baha, we may extend to each other the 
hand of friendship and impart to the world the 
pearls of their teachings and instructions. 

O ye doves of the Kingdom of God, and birds of 
Reality! If a nightingale does not sing during the 
springtime, then at what time can it sing? The 
spring of the Kingdom has raised its tent in the 
world of existence and has adorned the created 
things with a new garment, and has bestowed 
upon the world of man a new life. Under all cir- 
cumstances, we must adorn ourselves with the 
garment of sanctity and purity. Under persecution 
we must have patience and endurance. All the 
Prophets and Messengers of God have given proph- 
ecies regarding this Greatest Manifestation. Ev- 
ery one in a special language has promised His 
people the appearance of this Day and the glad- 
tidings of the Manifestation of God and the Beauty 
of our Lord. As soon as the temple of the world 
reached to the state of maturity and the Coun- 
tenance of the Beloved was unveiled from behind 
the curtains of Glory and Majesty, the divine 
springtime stepped forth into the arena of the 
world like unto a bride, and through the appear- 
ance of His highness the Bab, the earth of relig- 
ions received a wonderful life and rejuvenation, 
the Rose-Garden of the Kingdom became verdant 
and green, the surface of meadow and field were 
adorned with tulips and hyacinths, the trees be- 
came full of blossoms, the sweet singing birds be- 
gan to raise their melodies, the nightingale sang 
the harmony of heaven, and the new plants burst 
forth from the ground of hearts. Then the Blessed 
Beauty of Abha sat upon the throne of Greatness 
and Lordship, the prophecies of the Books of all 
the Seers of the past were fulfilled, the mysteries 
of creation became realized, love and harmony were 
imprinted upon the page of existence. When the 
Sun of the Blessed Perfection became hidden be- 
hind the cloud of Majesty, then the Center of the 
Covenant sat upon the throne of Servitude, break- 
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ing the idols of the people of pride and haughti- 
ness, filling the air with the atmosphere of sanctity 
and holiness. He accepted all kinds of sufferings 
and persecutions, and embraced all trials and vicis- 
situdes in the service of the Cause of God. Among 
the friends and enemies he is a kind lover, with 
faithfulness and generosity, and like unto a globe 
of fire he is shining betwixt heaven and earth. He 
planted the seeds of wisdom and intelligence in the 
hearts of his followers, so that the hyacinths and 
anemones of affection and harmony grew out of 
that land, to bless the world with the fragrances 
of servitude. He spread the table of heavenly food 
and invited all the people to partake of the sus- 
tenance which is sent down on the part of God. 
The light shining from his face is a guide for men 
and the rain descending from the cloud of his 
generosity irrigates the hearts. 

Therefore, O ye seekers of Truth and O ye who 
have eaten from this Heavenly Food! Your ex- 
cellent letters were read in each assembly of said 
servants of God, and at every time that we read 
those epistles our hearts were rejoiced and we 
asked confirmation and assistance from God on 
your behalf. We hope that country will become 
like unto a ball of fire and guide all the nations 
of the world to the Center of the Covenant. Today 
that which is acceptable in the presence of Abdul- 
Baha is beauty of character, unity and concord, 
faithfulness and purity, love and steadfastness. We 
hope that all of us may attain to these heavenly 
bounties and be engaged with all might in spread- 
ing the fragrances of God, delivering the Word of 
God, and promulgating the Cause of God; be oc- 
cupied with spirituality and the devotion of inten- 
tion to quicken and enkindle the hearts, and be 
kind and benevolent to the children of men. 
Should the people persecute us, we must show 
kindness. 

All the friends in this city send you greeting and 
praise. 

From your Bahai sister, 

Rouhani . 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, November 
22, 1909, Washington, D. C.) 
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MONTH 
1st . . 
2nd. . 
3rd. . 
4th. . 
5th. . 
3th . . 
7th. . 
8th. . 
9th. . 
10th. . 
11th. . 
12th. . 
13th. . 
14th. . 
15th. . 
16th. . 
17th. . 
18th. . 

19th. . . 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 
NAME 

Baha (Splendor) . . . 

Jalal (Glory) 

Jamal (Beauty) .... 

Azamat (Greatness) 

Noor (Light) 

Rahmat (Mercy) .. 

Kalemat (Words) .. 

Assma (Names) ... 

Kamaal (Perfection) 

Azzatt (Wealth) ... 

Mashyat (Will) ... 

Aim (Science) 

Kudrat (Power) ... 

Koul (Saying) 

Masael (Questions) 

Sharaf (Honor) .... 

Sultan (Sultan) ... 

Malak (Ring) 

(Pour intercalary days.) 

Ola (Sublimity) .... 


FEAST DAYS 
. . . .Mar. 21 

Apr. 9 

Apr. 28 

May 17 

....June 5 
. . . .June 24 

July 13 

. . . .Aug. 1 
. . . .Aug. 20 
....Sept. 8 

. . . .Sept. 27 

Oct. 16 

....Nov. 4 

... .Nov. 23 

Dec. 12 

Dec. 31 

Jan. 19 

Feb. 7 

, . . . . Mar. 2 


The Bahai News makes no apology for devoting 
much space to the messages of greeting from the 
Honolulu Assembly. In the providence of God, 
Hawaii is undoubtedly the hub of the “islands of 
the sea,” especially that of the Pacific — the ocean 
of peace. In the description of the Feast of Nau- 
rooz, the service in the Oahu prison and in the 
verse “Aloha,” we feel the glow, the fragrance, the 
soothing breath of love, and a something sweeps 
over the heartstrings, the melody of which can 
never be forgotten. On behalf of all we return 
their greeting: “Aloha!” Allaho' Abha! 
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ALOHA*. 

Let Hawaii share the message which the world 
sends forth today, 

A message which grows fuller as the years shall 
pass away. 

Let Hawaii’s sons and daughters stand ready, heart 
and hand. 

To make His burden lighter, throughout this 
blessed land, 

Aloha, word of parting or word of greeting, too, 

Aloha, Abdul-Baha, our love to Thee anew. 



1 . 

Dr. Augur 

7. 

Mrs. Rowland 

2. 

Mrs. Augur’s maid 

8. 

Mr. Struven 

3. 

Mrs. Coombs 

9. 

Mrs. Augur 

4. 

Miss Fletcher of N. Y. City 

10. 

Agnes Alexander 

5. 

Mr. Remey 

11. 

Miss Johnson 

6. 

Mrs. Sutherland 

12. 

Miss Muther 


13. Virginia Rowland 

NAUROOZ IN HAWAII. 


With skies cleared by night showers, March 21st, 
Naurooz dawned a glorious spring day — a happy 
New Year indeed. It seemed as though the whole 
universe must lovingly acknowledge and praise the 
Supreme Creator of such a perfect day. 


* “Aloha” is the Hawaiian word of greeting and means “love.” 
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The- hour of nine-fifteen found several Bahai 
friends assembled ready for the twelve-mile rail- 
road journey to the Pearl Harbor peninsula, we 
numbered the Bahai number nine. Through rice 
fields and duck ponds, on through the cane fields, 
now by the water’s edge and again riding inland, 
always in view of the beautifully tinted hills and 
valleys, stopping here and there to let passengers 
on and off, the train sped on to Pearl City. Here, 
our hostess met us, the light of gladness illumin- 
ing her face. Taking the peninsula train, we 
rode on through more rice fields and soon arrived 
at the home blessed indeed by such a peaceful 
gathering. 

The house was prettily decorated with greens and 
flowers and seemed to open its arms to welcome 
each of us on entering. The ladies soon made 
themselves at home, in assisting with the arrange- 
ments for the feast, or with a bit of needlework 
and listening to the reading of Mrs. Waite’s beauti- 
ful letters. 

When a later train brought four more ladies we 
walked over to the water’s edge where the sea 
breeze refreshed us during the long hour to dinner. 
From the steps of a cottage there, a bench and 
the grassy lawn, we again listened to the letters 
and later discussed plans for the Easter Sunday 
service at the Oahu prison, as well as plans for 
raising funds toward the building of the Mashrak- 
el-Azkar, in Chicago. 

A neighbor on the peninsula, joined us and six- 
teen sat down to the delicious feast prepared. 
After repeating “Allaho’Abha” nine times, the 
“Hidden Words” were read around the long table, 
then came the reading of the beautiful Tablet of 
the Feast and the Spirit was most certainly with 
us. 

Train time came all too quickly and we bade 
farewell to our kind hostess and started back to 
town, reaching Honolulu at five-thirty, where we 
scattered for our different homes. 

BAHAI SERVICE AT THE OAHU PRISON, 
HAWAII. 

In the center of the prison yard an old kamani 
tree stands, its large leaves of various hues, like 
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Although our brother did not give the Message, 
his words were very helpful and a word in regard 
to The Most Great Prison in which distress and 
misfortune has been changed to health, harmony 
and blessed service, leads to a longer address at 
some future date. 

HONOLULU. 

The Honolulu Bahai Assembly continues to have 
the spiritual meetings every Tuesday afternoon and 
every Thursday morning a class for study meets. 
In order to better organize for work, a business 
meeting is held twice a month on Friday after- 
noons. 

One of the sisters has asked the privilege of hav- 
ing the “Nineteen-Day Feasts” at her home and in 
the evening, so our Bahai men may also be with us 
at that time. 

Since the visit of our brothers, Mr. Remey and 
Mr. Struven, to us November 23rd to December 
12th, we have felt a great stimulus and inspira- 
tion to work. Many have undoubtedly heard of the 
joyous visit and the great interest shown in the 
Cause in our midst. During the three weeks of 
their visit many meetings were held and they 
were invited to speak in homes of those who are 
not Bahais. 

The harvest seemed truly ripe and Mr. Remey 
said he found more response to the Message here 
than in any other place he had visited. This made 
us very happy, for the Islands seem destined to be 
a place where the Oriental, Occidental and Poly- 
nesian races meet and are mingled together. 

In February Mr. Sigurd Russell joined the ranks 
of the Honolulu Bahais. We gave him a warm 
welcome for up to this time our Assembly had 
only one man in its ranks. One of our sisters had 
known Mr. Russell in the Paris Assembly nine 
years before, so he came not as a stranger to all. 
He seemed especially sent to us, as none of our 
Assembly have visited Acca and Mr. Russell has 
made the pilgrimage four times. It is a great joy 
and blessing to have among us one who can tell 
of the life lived at Acca. 

Greetings in His Name, 

The Honolulu Assembly. 
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an autumn foliage, its branches like a huge um- 
brella; beneath the branches are rows and rows 
of benches provided for those who care to hear the 
words of the guests who frequent that prison yard 
every Sunday. 

As the population of Hawaii is made up of peo- 
ple from all corners of the world, naturally, that 
prison is made up of men whose skins and whose 
languages differ from ours. Religious services 
have been held for many years beneath this great 
tree, and it is the hope of the Honolulu Bahai As- 
sembly to take one Sabbath morning in each month 
for this work. 

Easter Sabbath morning was chosen for the first 
Bahai service at Oahu prison, and at a quarter to 
eleven some eight or nine ladies and gentlemen 
and five Bahais were awaiting the hour, in the 
office of the prison superintendent. Through the 
hall to the back door we were led, descending the 
steps into the sandy prison yard which has already 
been pictured briefly. The whole yard presented 
such a clean appearance and the faces of the men 
were scarcely less so as they sat awaiting us. 

In distributing the hundred buttonhole bouquets 
which one of the sisters had kindly brought for 
the men, it was both interesting and impressive to 
note the manner in which these little tokens were 
received. While none were refused, often eager 
hands were held out and many expressed in looks 
and words, their gratitude and appreciation. 

The service opened with soft strains on the 
organ followed by the reading by our Bahai brother 
of “Hold Thou My Right Arm, O God,” and among 
the selected hymns were “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers,” “Joy to the World,” “The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic,” “Abide With Me,” and Mrs. 
Waite’s “Benediction.” In most of these hymns, 
the prisoners heartily joined and after the singing 
by a trio of Hawaiian girls, the prison quartet sang 
in Hawaiian, “Sweet Peace, the Gift of God’s Love.” 

A prayer by one of the gentlemen present, a few 
words by a visitor, the violin playing by one of the 
assistants, the singing by one who had come ten 
miles by train to assist in the service, and the few 
remarks by our brother and sister in the Cause, 
brought the service to a close. 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

Through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, to the maid-servant 

of God who is firm in the Covenant, Mrs. Corinne 

True (Upon her be B aha’o’llah ! ) , Chicago, 111.: 

he is GOD,! 

0 thou daughter 0 / the Kingdom! 

Thy letter, dated January 6, 1910, was received 
with the enclosed papers. 

Regarding the appointment of the time for the 
opening of the general convention in Chicago, this 
matter is already written about. Undoubtedly you 
have received it by this time. It was suggested to 
postpone the 20th of March to the days of Rizwan, 
in which the climate is temperate. 

You have written regarding the election of dele- 
gates from among the Oriental Bahais. The season 
for this work has not yet come. God willing, in 
its opportune time they will be sent. 

Several plans and designs of the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar have been received from America. Now the 
believers must display an endeavor so that the 
land may be bought in its entirety; then collect 
contributions for the building, and then they may 
think about the plans. So far the means are lack- 
ing. I hope from the favor of the True One that 
sufficient and ample contribution may be gathered 
and afterward the best and most acceptable plans 
be decided upon. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-ABHA, 

( Signed ) Abdiil-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 12, 
1910, Washington, D. C.) 

The scripture prophecies are that this Gospel of 
the Kingdom will be carried even to the “isles of 
the sea,” and a proof that such prophecies are now 
being fulfilled, came in a letter from Mr. Jenner, 
of London, containing a contribution from the isle 
of Mauritius, in the Indian ocean and east of the 
island of Madagascar, off the coast of Africa. 

Two little sisters aged three and five, from Mus- 
kegon, Mich., have taken exceeding joy in sending 
the contents of their blessing box to the conven- 
tion. 
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The Vaheed Choral Society of Chicago is pleased 
with the results of its concert given recently for 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar. About $65.00 was realized 
through the efforts of the Society. 

Again the noble Persian believers have rallied 
to our aid, sending through a Washington friend, 
returning from Abdul-Baha, £66 or $330.00. To 
give from the overflow of one’s cup is easy, but to 
give from its very contents and go without is true 
sacrifice. To read Dr. Moody’s letters will prove to 
us the noble self-denial our Persian friends must 
make to aid us. 

Abdul-Baha’s parting words to Mr. Woodcock 
last summer were, “Be patient, it is all coming as 
I want it.” 

Corinne True. 

BOSTON. 

The Sunday morning meetings at 11 o’clock, 
held in Beckton Hall, 200 Huntington Ave., con- 
tinue to grow in numbers and in the power of the 
Spirit. 

Miss Hebe Moore, of the Washington, D. C., As- 
sembly, was present at the meeting on April 17th. 
The visits of brothers and sisters from other As- 
semblies do much toward strengthening us and en- 
larging our consciousness of the meaning of this 
great “family of God.” 

We are now anticipating a visit from Mr. Percy 
P. Woodcock, of New York, after the Convention. 

Mrs. Alice Ives Breed’s recent visit to New York 
has brought us close to the earnestness and faith 
of that Assembly. 

Mrs. Sprague is spending a few weeks in New 
York. 

Mr. Harlan P. Ober was unanimously elected as 
our representative to the Chicago Temple Unity 
Convention. 

When we realize the truth of our prayer: “All 
are His servants and all are standing by His Com- 
mand,” it is beyond our capacity to estimate the 
vitalizing effect of such a meeting. God’s bounties 
are manifold in the Cause, and to Him be the 
glory. 


Grace Rolarts. 
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BUFFALO. 

The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun- 
day and Thursday evening at 494 Elwood avenue. 

DENVER. 

Sunday service, 3 p. m.; Tuesday evening group 
at the home of Mrs. Clara B. Craig, 4190 Yates st.; 
Wednesday, special appointments; Thursday, visit- 
ing day; Friday evening, unity group; Saturday 
evening, inquiry class, held at the home of Mrs 
Josephine H. Clark, 4141 Xavier St, — regular As- 
sembly place, except Tuesday evening. 

Mr. G. N. Clark, Secretary, is absent from the 
city. 

A special business session was called with Dr. 
Newton Alden Bolles temporary secretary, at which 
time Mrs. Cecilia M. Harrison, of Chicago, was 
appointed by the Assembly as alternate for the 
Temple Convention, Mrs. A. M. Bryant, delegate, 
being unable to attend. Mrs. A. M. Bryant. 

Meetings are held regularly every Sunday after- 
noon at the residence of Mrs. and Miss Nash, 3530 
Decatur St. They are well attended. These meet- 
ings were begun a year ago and have shown re- 
markable results. A meeting every Tuesday after- 
noon, at the residence of Mrs. Cart, 2218 Williams 
St., is conducted by Mrs. Nash. These meetings 
are particularly for those who have not heard the 
Message of the Day of Days. We are very much 
encouraged with the progress of the work in Den- 
ver. Ella T. Nash. 


NEW YORK CITY. 

Mrs. Breed, of Boston, was recently in New York 
for a few days and we were happy to have her 
with us and to hear from her in the Bahai meet- 
ings. She stated that Mirza Ali Kuli Khan’s re- 
turn to America was expected during May. 

The Feast of Rizwan was commemorated on the 
evening of April 21st, in this. Assembly, at the 
home of Mr. Percy F. Woodcock. 

The regular Nineteen-Day Feast will be held on 
April 28th at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. 
Dodge. Isabella D. Brittingham. 
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PACIFIC COAST. 

The writer has recently visited Seattle, Portland, 
Ore., and Oakland, Calif. In each place the knowl- 
edge of the Cause is spreading and many are mani- 
festing deep and favorable interest in the reality 
of the Bahai Revelation. This interest results 
from the earnest and self-sacrificing efforts of the 
friends in each city, those whose hearts are afire 
with the love of God and who desire to serve His 
Cause. Meetings are arranged at different homes 
and halls on succeeding evenings and in afternoons 
also, that all who will may have the opportunity to 
hear the glad-tidings. Notes of invitation are sent 
to many and the telephone is kept busy notifying 
the acquaintances of the various gatherings. All 
this means work, but it is a service of love and 
there is ever a present reward in seeing the eager 
faces and the earnest attention to the Message 
by those who come and come again. 

This wonderful Message is so radiant with 
beauty, so noble in teaching, so sane and practical 
in application, that it is heard with favor from all 
who are not blinded by prejudice, and even before 
its divine character is acknowledged. And many 
“lift up their hearts with delight that they may 
be fitted to meet Him and to mirror forth His 
Beauty.” 

TJiaKbet. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The Washington Assembly has greatly enjoyed 
and profited by a visit from Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, 
who was with us from Friday, April 15, to Monday, 
April 18, inclusive. On Friday night a large audi- 
ence greeted our brother, including several stran- 
gers. Saturday evening a reception at the Hospice, 
214 “B” Street, S. E., crowded the spacious parlors, 
and again on Sunday morning, despite a heavy 
downpour, many came out to hear the splendid 
teachings. On Sunday night, the wife of one of 
the professors at Howard University, who had re- 
cently invited a large number of her friends to 
hear Mr. Wilhelm, again called them together, and 
though the rain continued, a number of most im 
terested souls, leaders among the colored race, 
listened attentively to the glad-tidings. Although 
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Mr. Woodcock had intended to return home on 
Monday morning, he agreed to remain over a day 
in order to visit the Baltimore Assembly at their 
Tuesday night meeting. So on 24 hours notice a 
meeting was called for Monday night, at Mrs. 
Barnitz’s home. Again a large audience assembled. 

The Unity Feast of April 9, previously mentioned 
as notable because it was the first where the white 
and the colored Bahais united, was held and 
proved to be wonderfully blessed and successful. 
Several leading men and women of the colored 
race attended. Mr. Gregory gave the Message most 
eloquently. Mrs. George William Cook expressed 
in a few well-chosen words her approbation of the 
Cause. Several of the friends read Tablets and 
the children again chanted melodiously in Arabic. 
Miss Knobloch was the hostess of the evening. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. H. S. Cragin and Miss 
Stamper for the use of their home, which is the 
great double parlor where the Assembly was so 
happy for a few months prior to the securing of 
our present location. 

Dr. Fareed is still with us; Miss Engelhorn has 
departed, going to Chicago, where she will be a 
delegate at the Convention. 

Mr. Remey has been heard from, this time in 
Baroda and Bombay, with Mr. Struven. He re- 
ports that at Baroda a meeting was planned under 
the auspices of the government, to which the secre- 
tary of state issued invitations to the officials. 
Was ever a missionary propaganda so enthusias- 
tically received? 

Our regular meetings are held Friday evenings 
at 8:15 and Sunday school at 11:15 a. m., at the 
Gariessen Studio, 1219 Connecticut avenue. Per- 
manent address of the Bahai Assembly, or individ- 
ual members, P. 0. Box 192. Address of the Bahai 
Hospice, 219 “B” Street, S. E. 

Joseph H. Hannen. 


Mrs. A. M. Bryant summers at Woodland Park, 
Colorado, and would be pleased to correspond with 
any of the friends who would like a restful and 
helpful outing midst the pines of Colorado. Ad- 
dress, 4141 Xavier street, Denver, Colorado. 
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Three Splendid Books 


The UNIVERSAL RELIGION 

By M. HIPPOLYTE DREYFUS, of Paris, France 

Paper Covered 75c.; postage 10c. extra 

Mr. Dreyfus is well qualified to write this short history 
and epitome of the teachings of the Bahai Revelation. 
He is well known to many Bahais from travels in Persia 
and India, and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
translation of many of the books of Baha’o’llah from the 
Persian to the French. It is condensed, and may be well 
recommended to thinkers. 


SOME ANSWERED QUESTIONS 

By LAURA CLIFFORD BARNEY 

Cloth $1.25; postage I5c. extra 

This book contains most valuable information on a 
variety of subjects. It was dictated by Abdul-Baha 
during his spare moments to Miss Barney during her two 
years’ stay in Acca, and by her translated from the 
Persian into English. It follows well upon the opening 
made by the above book bj M. Dreyfus. It is in the easy 
style of the great master, food alike for the learned and 
for the simple hearted. The book is printed also in 
French and Persian. 


THE BAHAI REVELATION 

By THORNTON CHASE 

Paper Covered 50c.; postage 10c. 

This book contains a most excellent compilation of 
the teachings of Baha’o’llah, gathered from various 
translations and arranged so as to be harmonious and 
and consecutive as to subjects. Aside from this Mr. 
Chase’s argument is convincing, you soon get into the 
swing of it and are carried right along, and it leaves 
with you a pleasant realization of the sweetness and 
strength of the Bahai Revelation. 
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THE TEMPLE UNITY CONVENTION, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

The power of the Word to unite the hearts of 
the servants in divine love, and to solve all diffi- 
culties, is apparent in Bahai gatherings, and 
especially where the participants are gathered to- 
gether from distant points. In the holy Presence 



PARTIAL VIEW OF A MORNING SESSION OF THE CONVENTION, 
CORINTHIAN HALL IN MASONIC TEMPLE, 

MR. HALL PRESIDING. 

of our beloved Abdul-Baha the effect is, of course, 
most powerful. Second only to that great experi- 
ence was the Chicago Convention of 1910. We had 
heard much of the great love of the Chicago 
Friends, and it was indeed manifested to a super- 
lative degree. Thus the environment was ideal 
for the development of the spiritual forces, which, 
climatic and other adverse conditions on the out- 
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side only made more evident, as one appreciates 
the genial warmth of the fireside most on a 
stormy night. 

The four days of the Convention were most 
unusually the period of a continuous snowstorm, 
which had been preceded by balmy days and were 
followed by the return of normal spring tem- 
perature and sunshine. For this reason, the meet- 
ing at the Temple Grounds, planned for Sunday 
afternoon, April 24, was abandoned. It seemed 
strange that the date was changed to avoid just 
such weather conditions, while in March it was 
ideal and springlike. One felt, however, that there 
was a divine wisdom in it, and that for some 
reason, it was for the best. Such, indeed, proved 
to be the case. 

Saturday evening, April 23d, the Feast of Rizwan 
was celebrated, in a large cafe downtown. The 
very name of this cafe, the “Bon Ami” was reas- 
suring and welcoming! Tables were set for about 
200, and every available space seemed filled. 
Wonderful reunions and meetings were taking 
l>lace everywhere, and the Spirit was felt as the 
greatest powerful influence. When Bahais meet, 
it is as though a family was having a reunion, 
though the Friends may in reality never have 
seen each other before. 

After some reading of Tablets, a few of those 
present delivered brief talks; among them Mr. 
Percy Woodcock, Mr. W. H. Hoar, Mrs. Britting- 
ham. Miss Boylan, Mr. Hall and Mr. Hannen. 
It was about 11 o’clock when we left, filled with 
the Spirit, tired but happy. 

Sunday morning, although snowy and cold, the 
large hall on the 17th floor of the Masonic Temple 
was crowded with delegates and the Chicago 
friends, as well as a number of visitors. The 
meeting was called for 10, but it was near 11 
o’clock when it convened, the intervening time 
being spent busily in getting acquainted, deliver- 
ing greetings, etc. Mr. Mountfort Mills of New 
York, was in the chair, and he presided with rare 
dignity and sweet grace. The Chicago friends 
have a choral society and their singing helped 
the spirit of the occasion wonderfully. The pro- 
gram was as follows; 
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Program Bahai Festival Service 

CORINTHIAN HALL 
MASONIC TEMPLE 

April 24, 1910, at 10 o’clock: a. m. 

1. Piano — “Contemplation,” from the “Holy City” . Gaul 

2. Congregational Singing — “His Glorious Sun 


Has Risen” Waite 

3. Reading — Words of Baha’o'llah : “Tablet of 

Visitation.” 

4. Choir — “Prophetic Song” Parker 

Vaheed Choral Society 

5. Address of Welcome by Chairman. 

Mr. Mountfort Mills 


6. Reading — Tablet from Abdul-Baha revealed 

for Convention of 1909. 

Mrs. Corinne True 

7. Solo — “Song of Thanksgiving” Allitsen 

Miss Waller 

8. Persian Chant — Zia Baghdadi. 

9. Commune, followed by Silence. 

10. (a) Piano— “Adoration,” from the “Holy City ”. Gaul 
(b) Choir — “A New Heaven and a New 

Earth,” arranged from the “Holy City” . . . Gaul 


Vaheed Choral Society 

(c) Solo — “Interlude” Waite 

Miss Bessie Diggett 

(cl) Choir — “Benediction” Waite 

Vaheed Choral Society 


11. The Message — Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham. 

12. Five-minute Addresses — Mr. B. M. Jacobsen, Keno- 

sha, Wis. ; Mrs. C. S. Coles, Washington, D. C. 

13. Congregational Singing — “Great Day of God” . Waite 

14. Five-minute Addresses — Mr. Ober, Boston, Mass. ; 

Mrs. Killius, Spokane, Wash. ; Mr. Wilhelm, 
Ithaca, N. T. 

15. Solo — “Come Unto Me” 

Madame Ragna Linne 

16. Five-minute Addresses — Mr. Finch, Seattle, Wash. ; 

Prof. Armstrong, of McGill University, Montreal ; 
Mr. Hoar, Fanwood, N. J. 

17. Congregational Singing — “Temple Song” Waite 

(Composed especially for this occasion.) 

18. Five-minute Addresses — Miss Quant, Johnstown, N. 

Y., and vicinity ; Mr. Hall, Minneapolis, Minn. ; 
Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, New York City. 

19. Choir — “The Heavens Resound”.... Beethoven 

Vaheed Choral Society 

Mr. Albert R. Windust, Musical Director. 

Mrs. W. V. Holmes, Acco?npanist. 

We find it difficult to describe the varying 
emotions this truly Bahai Festival Service pro- 
duced upon the minds and hearts of those present, 
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the sublimity of which was hot in any sense 
affected by the introduction of a bit of extraneous 
matter by the dear brother on whose behalf our 
love and prayers are boundless and unending. The 
ringing melody of the “Temple Song,” written by 
Mrs. Waite for the occasion, seems still resound- 
ing within the hearts of those who were privileged 
to join in its stirring strains. 

The Business Sessions are described in detail 
elsewhere in this issue of the Bahai News, 
therefore, we will not outline them here. There 
was an incident, however, which we will mention: 
When the Convention officially closed at 5:15 
Tuesday afternoon, a scene followed which 
beggars description. All present clasped hands, 
and in a moment a great ring was formed, reach- 
ing around the large hall. All turned East and 
prayed for guidance and strength. The thrill that 
passed around the circle can only be appreciated 
by those who were links in that great human 
chain. Again the Spirit was powerful, and it was 
with genuine regret that we left the scene of work 
in His great Cause. 

On the evening of the 26th inst., a large public 
meeting was held, and here splendid addresses 
were given by the visiting brothers and sisters, 
while between these, sweet strains of music were 
provided by the choral society — Miss Ellerman, a 
fine vocalist, assisting. If human mind could com- 
prehend the meaning of Glory added to Glory, 
this great climax could better be described. It was 
nearly midnight when a weary but happy band 
turned their footsteps homeward, and as God’s 
work is followed by added strength, we realized 
that greater power would come to all who parti- 
cipated in this memorable occasion. 

On Wednesday morning, the work of the con- 
vention being over, the dark clouds gave way to 
heavenly sunshine, and the bitter winds became 
balmy breezes. Thus charmed by Nature’s smiles, 
many of the delegates and friends journeyed to 
the site of the Mashrak-el-Azkar, whose great 
dome shall soon become the center of all eyes in 
America. The location is admirable, and gazing 
out toward the East, with the receding waterline 
of the great Lake Michigan in perspective, it 
was easy to think of Acca and Haifa in the dis- 
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tance. The prayers that went forth that morning 
were surely heard by Abdul-Baha, whose Pres- 
ence with us had been so constantly felt. It was 
as though one were on holy ground, and the 
same spiritual exaltation is apparent there as 
when ascending old Mount Carmel. Thus does 
the hallowed radiance of the old pass to the new 
when used in His service, and “All things become 
new.” 

Sidelights on the Convention are as numerous 
as the sweet-singing birds by the lake that brilliant 
morning. Mention was made of the weather hav- 
ing a divine wisdom. On the last day of the 



DELEGATES AND FRIENDS VIEWING THE INTAKE FROM LAKE 
MICHIGAN OF THE FAMOUS DRAINAGE CANAL, 
NORTHEAST FROM TEMPLE SITE. 

Convention, at almost the concluding hour, it 
developed that because of having mislaid Mr. 
Jaxon’s address, and while he was waiting to 
hear from them, the Sanitary Commission had 
about decided that the Bahais did not want the 
modification in plans necessary to suit our pur- 
poses, and if the weather had continued fair they 
would have taken up the work on the canal intake 
in such manner that we could not then have 
gotten the desired concessions. Only the unusual 
storm had delayed them, and meanwhile they had 
located him. In his talk, it developed that the 
title to the Temple site was first in the name of an 
Indian girl named “Archangel” — one of the tribe 
of Ouilmette (Wilmette), whose Reservation was 
at one time upon this point of land. 
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In all the discussions, which were earnest and 
participated in by powerful minds and great 
souls, there was a unanimity of action which 
abundantly testified to the Power of the Word to 
bring about Unity. There was no difference be- 
tween rich and poor, learned and unlettered. 
Indeed, the special features of the meetings were 
short talks by dear ones who explained their 
inability to speak eloquently, but whose earnest- 
ness made up for their shortcomings in rhetoric. 

A description of the Convention would be inade- 
quate if it failed to include a meed of praise for 
the masterful service of our Brother Hall as 
Chairman of its Business Sessions. In the majesty 
of simple love, and displaying an infinite degree 
of finesse, he guided our affairs safely past the 
impending rocks of outside interference, and no 
thought of inharmony marred the symphony of 
Heavenly Melodies. Joseph U. Hannen. 


Record of the Second Annual Convention of Bahai 
Temple Unity, held April 25 and 26, 1910. 

MORNING SESSION. 

Moxday, April 25 , 1910 . 

In Corinthian Hall, 11th Floor Masonic Temple, 
State and Randolph Streets. 

The Convention was opened by Mr. Mountfort 
Mills, President of Bahai Temple Unity, reading 
the following Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha: 

HE IS GOD ! 

O my God ! O my God ! We are servants who have 
sincerely turned our faces unto Thy Grand Face, 
severed ourselves from all else save Thee in this Great 
Day and are assembled together in this glorious meet- 
ing of one accord and desire, and unanimous in thought 
to promulgate Thy Word amid Thy creatures. 

O my Lord ! O my Lord ! Suffer us to be Signs of 
Guidance, Standards of Thy Manifest Religion through- 
out the world, servants of Thy Great Covenant, O our 
Exalted Lord ! — appearances of Thy Oneness in Thy 
Kingdom, the E1-Abha, and stars which dawn forth 
unto all regions. 

O Lord, make us as seas rolling with the waves of 
Thy Great Abundance, rivers flowing from the moun- 
tains of Thy Glorious Kingdom, pure fruits on the 
Tree of Thy Illustrious Cause, plants refreshed and 
moved by the Breeze of hy Gift in Thy wonderful 
vineyard. 

O Lord, cause our souls to depend upon the signs 
of Thy Oneness, our hearts to be dilated with the boun- 
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ties of Thv Singleness, so that we may become united 
as are ripples on a waving sea ; become harmonized 
as are the rays which shine forth from a brilliant light ; 
so that our thoughts, opinions and feelings become as 
one reality, from which the spirit of accord may be 
diffused throughout all regions. 

Verily, Thou art The Beneficent, The Bestower! 
Verily Thou art The Giver, The Mighty, The Loving, 
The Merciful I 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

The following- Tablet, sent by Abdnl-Baha for 
this Convention was then read by Mrs. Eva Web- 
ster Russell: 

HE IS GOD ! 

Through his honor Dr. Fareed, 

To the beloved of God in America. 

Upon them be BAHA ; o ; LLAH-el-ABHA ! 

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom ! 

Praise be to God ! The infinite bounty of God hath 
resuscitated the whole world, and the East and the 
West have come united with the bond of the summons 
of God. 

Today the call of the Kingdom of God hath reached 
the hearing of the far and near of all the continents 
of the world and the standard of the solidarity of 
mankind is held aloft by the grasp of Divine Power. 

The melody of the East has made joyous and happy 
the Western world, and the song of the West has 
penetrated the ears of the Eastern people. 

From the inception of the world until now there has 
been no uniting bond between Persia and America, and 
communication and correspondence never transpired 
between these two countries. Now consider what a 
joy and bliss have united these two regions in the 
shortest space of time ! What a real arid ideal tie 
hath bound these together ! What spiritual communi- 
cations have been revealed ! And now is only the 
beginning of this early mom and this is only the 
result of the twilight preceding the dawn. Soon will 
the star of this unity shine forth and flood all the 
horizons with its light, and perfect connection and 
real oneness be obtained in all the regions of the earth. 
But the speedy realization of these hopes is dependent 
upon this : That the beloved of God in the West shall 
arise in unison with perfect strength, girding the loins 
of endeavor in service and putting forth their greatest 
effort in the way of unity and love. They must not 
rest a moment nor take a breath of ease. Nay, rather, 
night and day must they be striving, working and 
serving ! And with perfect severance, spirituality and 
the best intent and effort must they hasten to promul- 
gate the Divine Teaching, and above all they must act 
according to the precepts and exhortations of His 
Holiness Baha'o’llah, for in this cycle of Baha’o'llah 
verbal confessions and acknowledgments, literal faith 
and certainty and external relations are of no avail. 
Nay, rather, the beloved of God and the maid-servants 
of the Merciful must manifest such attributes and 
ethical conduct as to embody and personify the teach- 
ings of Baha'o'llah. They must promulgate the law 
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of the Kingdom with deeds and not words. Thus may 
they become the quintessence of being, the signs of 
the Kingdom of God, standards of the Supreme Con- 
course. May ye be salutary water for the thirsty, an 
evidence of guidance for the seeker, protection and 
support for the helpless, a shelter and home for the 
wanderers, the treasury of the Kingdom for the poor; 
the source of hope and happiness for the disappointed; 
the remedy of the heart and soul for the ailing. 
May you manifest the utmost of kindness to the human 
race ; to weep with him who moumeth and to laugh 
with him who rejoiccth; sympathizing with the help- 
less; in communion with the wanderer; a friend to 
the friend and foe. 

O ye beloved of Abdul-Baha ! The beloved of God 
and the maid-servants of the Merciful intend to found 
a Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago. They have sent to us 
numerous plans, that one may be accepted and the 
edifice be built accordingly. Now the funds must be 
accumulated, the land entirely paid for and the neces- 
sary preparations for building made and then the acces- 
sory matters considered. Therefore, make ye an effort 
and show ye zeal that the price of the land be fully 
discharged and the means for the edifice procured. 

The beloved in the Bast are striving with heart and 
soul to contribute to the best of their ability, although 
the internal conditions of Persia have, during the last 
few years, been exceedingly disturbed. This revolution 
affected all conditions and walks of life. There has been 
no agriculture, no trade and no commerce ; nay, rather, 
in all the provinces there have been political disputes 
and quarrels between the two parties, namely, the 
nationalists and the constitutionalists. Thus, they have 
been wholly occupied with their own affairs. Notwith- 
standing this, they have striven to contribute to the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago according to their best 
ability, and they will never be found wanting! 
If Persia should obtain order, the beloved there will 
make a worthy contribution. 

And I supplicate the Kingdom of God to aid ana 


confirm you. 


Upon ye be BAHA-’o'LLAH-el-ABHA ! 


( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 
(Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, March 18, 
1910.) 


Mr. Mills then delivered the opening address. 
He paid tribute to the spirit of sacrifice which 
had been manifested by all in laboring for the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar and said that the real building 
of the Temple is going on right now in our 
hearts ; that the Temple is to be but an outward 
expression of the spiritual unity among us. This 
spiritual unity will increase with our growth. May 
it ever remain the manifest sign of the love of 
God in the heart of humanity. 

The first business to come before the Conven- 
tion was the election of a chairman. 
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On motion by Mr. Hannen, duly seconded by 
Mr. Hoar and unanimously carried, Mr. Albert H. 
Hall, of Minneapolis, was elected chairman of 
the Convention. 

Address by Mr. Hall: “God chooses the weak 
things to confound the mighty. You have made 
the choice of a weak instrument. I feel very 
weak and lowly, as nothing, and I would not bear 
the responsibility of this place were I not pos- 
sessed with the sense of my own emptiness, seek- 
ing only the inpouring of His Spirit, strength and. 
wisdom. This Convention but now called to order, 
has been in conscious, silent session for several 
hours. There is no need of any introduction. 
The opening of this Convention was sung in the 
heart of every one of you wiio turned his face to 
the East this morning, and if you did not then 
catch the message of love and unity in all its 
fullness, it has beautifully sounded in your ears 
as the inspiring Tablet has been read. There is 
no other word to be uttered. It is for us now to 
address ourselves directly to the work in hand. 
We are here representing the Bahai Assemblies 
throughout America and Canada, to bring home 
the substantial offerings of our sacrifice, to en- 
courage each other with the report of our work — 
not to boast or over-state it. We must face His 
Truth just as it is. Do not let us delude our- 
selves. They are the worst deluded in the world 
who are self-deluded. W'e are not afraid nor 
ashamed of the situation, but of ourselves — that is 
all. Let us seek knowledge with the light of 
Truth and the Truth shall make us free.” 

On motion of Mr. Mills, which was duly 
seconded and unanimously carried, Mr. Bernard 
M. Jacobsen, Secretary of the Executive Board 
of Bahai Temple Unity, was elected Secretary of 
the Convention and Miss Gertrude Buikema was 
elected as his assistant. 

The Chairman then called upon the Secretary 
for the roll call of the delegates and the following 
were present: 


Milwaukee, Wis Mrs. Charlotte Morton 

Racine, Wis Mr. Magnus Poulsen 

Denver, Colo (Alternate) Mrs. Cecilia M. Harrison 

Akron, Ohio Mr. Russell L. Brooker 

Baltimore, Md Mr. Edward D. Struven 

Cincinnati, Ohio Mrs. Annie L. Farmerton 
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.Mrs. Marie A. Watson 


Lansing - , Mich. ) 

Sugar Grove, Penn. j 

Montreal. Canada Prof. Henry F. Armstrong 

Dixon, 111 Mrs. Marie L. Hopper 

Boston, Mass Mr. Harlan F. Ober 

Spokane, Wash Mrs. Anna Belle Killius 

Portland, Oregon. . . (Alternate) Miss Sophia Engelhom 

Philadelphia, Penn 

(Alternate) Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham 

Fruitport, Mich Mr. John Deremo 

Seattle, Wash Mr. John A. Finch 

ATom "VnT'ir tat v f Miss Annie T. Boylan 

’ (Mr. Mountfort Mills 

New York, N. Y. . . (Alternate) Mr. Percy F. Woodcock 
Muskegon, Mich Mrs. Ambrosia Sanford 


.Mr. Byron S. Lane 


Bangor, Mich. 

Lawrence, Mich 

Ithaca, N. Y (Alternate) Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm 

Washington, D. C 1 Mrs. daudia S. Coles 


1 


j Mr. Joseph H. Hannen 


.Mr. William H. Hoar 


North Hudson, N. J. 

Jersey City, N. J. 

Newark, N. J. 

Montclair, N. J. J 

Brooklyn, N. Y (Alternate) Mr. William H. Hoar 

Oakland, Cal Mrs. Lelia Shuey 

Genoa Junction, Wis Mr. Charles S. Hargis 

Brooklyn, N. Y Mrs. Charles L. Lincoln 

Johnstown, N. Y. 

Hudson, N. Y. 

Utica, N. Y. 

Clinton, N. Y. 

Cortland, N. Y. 

Oswego, N. Y. 

Buffalo, N. Y. „ 

Minneapolis, Minn Mr. Albert H. Hall 

New York Mills, Minn Mr. Olaf Pary 

f Mrs. Corinne True 


j* Miss Ella C. Quant 


Chicago, 111 . 

Kenosha, Wis Mr. 


Mr. Arthur S. Agnew 
Bernard M. Jacobsen 


The following delegates were absent: 


Denver, Colorado . . . 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Portland, Oregon . . . 
Cleveland, Ohio .... 

Ithaca, N. Y 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

Philadelphia, Pa. . . . 

Urbana, 111 

New York, N. Y. . . . 


Mrs. A. M. Bryant 

Miss Margaret Thompson 

Mrs. Mary M. Rabb 

Dr. Charles M. Swingle 

Mrs. George S. Hopper 

Mr. Frank D. Clark 

Mrs. Mary J. Revell 

Mrs. W. Ernest Kelley 

(Alternate) Mrs. Mary H. Ford 


Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary, presented 
a complete and graphic summary of the work of 
the year done by the Executive Board. It was an 
inspiring feature of the Convention. The follow- 
ing is a brief condensation: 


The Executive Board, immediately upon its organi- 
zation a year ago, took up at once the task of accom- 
plishing the purchase of the chosen site for the 
American Mashrak-el-Azkar. Mr. Hall, Mr. Mills 
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and Mr. Jacobsen were appointed a committee to do 
that work. On the day of their appointment, they 
began negotiations with the agents of the owner. The 
committee was placed in possession of most valuable 
and trustworthy information as to the actual value of 
this and surrounding property, and was able to enter 
into negotiations with full knowledge of the situation, 
so that little time was lost between the contracting 
parties in negotiation. 

The option on twelve lots of the tract previously 
taken by Mr. Hall in the name of Mrs. True proved 
valuable in fixing the price. The committee made an 
offer of |32,500 for the entire tract, including the 
twelve lots under the option. 

This offer was accepted and a contract providing for 
the payment of $5,000 every six months, and interest, 
commencing July 1, 1909, was entered into. All pay- 
ments have been promptly met, as we have been ad- 
vised by the treasurer’s report. The conveyancing has 
been in the hands of Mr. Greenacre, an eminent attor- 
ney of Chicago, by whom every interest has been most 
carefully safeguarded. Title is secured to Mrs. True, 
Mr. Agnew and Mr. Jacobsen who comprise the Temple 
Treasury. They have declared a trust, by appropriate 
conveyance, in favor of Bahai Temple Unity, a cor- 
poration. 

A religious incorporation was effected under the laws 
of Illinois in the name “Bahai Temple Unity.” 

To the same trustees were duly conveyed the two 
lots heretofore purchased in the same tract and held 
by the House of Spirituality of Chicago. 

As soon as negotiations for the purchase had been 
completed, negotiations were taken up with the Drain- 
age Board of the Sanitary District of Chicago, and 
with the Trustees of the Village of Wilmette for the 
purpose of securing the vacation of alleys dividing our 
tract and of changing the course of Sheridan Hoad to 
avoid a sharp corner at our property, and to give 
the road a more desirable direction. 

These negotiations were later taken up and have been 
carried on with great success by Mr. Honore Jaxon, 
whose report thereon covers that branch of the work. 

Messrs. Hall and Remey were appointed an Architec- 
tural and Building Committee, and to the call issued 
by them to the architects of America, there have been 
submitted seven sets of beautiful designs for the Temple 
by eminent architects of the United States and Canada, 
namely : 

Mr. Remey of Washington, Mr. Buffington of Minne- 
apolis, Mr. Brush of Chicago, Mr. Lincoln of Brooklyn, 
Mr. Woodward of Washington, a beautiful and elabo- 
rate design under a nom de plume by an eminent archi- 
tect of New York City, and by Mr. Maxwell of Montreal. 

These beautiful designs are in themselves a revela- 
tion. No selection has yet been made from these 
contributions. Other architects have made application 
to submit plans, and the entire subject is still before 
the Board for future conference and action. All plans 
will be submitted to Abdul-Baha and the fullest con- 
ference had to the end that the final selection may 
meet with united approval. 

The Executive Board has worked out a plan of cor- 
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respondence so that it is practically in continuous 
session. Motions and propositions submitted to any 
member are forwarded to the president and secretary, 
and then by the shortest mail route, are passed to all 
the members of the Board who endorse thereon their 
judgment, approving or disapproving, and upon con- 
currence duly ascertained, the matter is entered on 
the minutes and becomes the action of the Board. 
Thus far, all matters have been determined unani- 
mously, and notwithstanding that many vexatious 
questions have come before the Board, we have always 
reached united action. 

Four meetings of the Board during the year have 
been attended by a quorum thereof. Tilts has been 
done at considerable sacrifice and expense to the mem- 
bers, Mrs. Goodall traveling from San Francisco, Mrs. 
Parmerton from Cincinnati, Mr. Hall from Minneapolis 
and Mr. Jacobsen from Kenosha. 

The injunction to begin no building operations until 
the site has been fully paid for has been accepted as 
the settled policy of the Board and all efforts will be 
addressed to the speedy payment of the purchase price 
and the securing of the site and safeguarding it from 
surroundings that would blemish it. 

Hereafter, the Bahai News, will be the organ of 
communication and all friends may look therein for 
regular and periodic information. 

Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary. 

On motion of Miss Boylan, duly seconded by 
Mr. Ober, and unanimously carried, tbe report of 
the Secretary of tbe Executive Board of Babai 
Temple Unity was accepted and it was requested 
that it should be placed on file. 

Tbe following Tablets w*ere read by Mr. Hannen: 

To his honor Ameen,* Teheran. Upon him be Baha- 

O'LDAH-el-ABHA ! 

HE is god ! 

O thou spiritual Ameen! 

In all the world of creation all the existent beings 
are in the utmost connection. Through this connection, 
mutual helpfulness and co-operation is realized. This 
mutual helpfulness and co-operation is the origin of 
the conservation of the forces of life. If for one instant 
this mutual helpfulness and co-operation were cut off 
from the sources and realities of things, all the existent 
beings and things would be thrown into confusion and 
chaos and be reduced to nothingness and annihilation. 
For instance, from the breath of the animals a watery 
element, called hydrogen, and carbon is exhaled and 
this is the life principle of the vegetable kingdom. 
From the vegetable kingdom and the trees, a fiery 
element, called oxygen, is emitted and this becomes 
the cause of the maintenance of the life of the animal 
kingdom. In such a manner, mutual helpfulness and 
co-operation is realized continually between all the 
existent beings. Likewise, the greatest inter-relation 

*One of the venerable teachers of the East. 
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and communication exists between the sons of men, 
without which peace, life and existence is entirely im- 
possible. For a soul independent of all the other souls 
and without receiving’ assistance from other sources 
cannot live for the twinkling of an eye ; nay, rather, 
he will become non-existent and reduced to nothing- 
ness ; especially among the believers of God between 
whom material and spiritual communication is devel- 
oped up to the highest point of perfection. It is this 
real communication, the essential necessity and require- 
ment of which is the mutual helpfulness, co-operation 
and confirmation. Without the complete establishment 
of this divine principle in the hearts of the friends of 
God, nothing can be accomplished, for they are the 
hyacinths of one garden, the waves of one sea, the 
stars of one heaven and the rays of one sun. From 
every standpoint the essential unity, the luminous unity, 
the religious unity and the material unity are founded 
and organized between them. 

In these times the utmost hope and wish of the 
friends of the West is the erection of the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar and in those regions the materials for construc- 
tion and building are expensive and costly ; a large 
sum of money is needed for the building of a resi- 
dence — then how much more is needed for the founda- 
tion of the Mashrak-el-Azkar which must be erected 
with the utmost splendor, beauty and magnificence. 
Therefore, the friends of God must arise in every part 
of the world to raise contributions and with their 
hearts and souls strive to gather these funds to be 
sent to the Occident that it may become known and 
evident throughout the universe that the Bahais of 
the East and West are as members of one household 
and the children of the one Lord. The Turks and the 
Persians, the Parsee and the Americans, the Hindu 
and the Africans, all of them are one army and one 
cohort and without any consideration they arise for 
the assistance and aid of each other. 

This praiseworthy movement is beloved and accepted 
in the Threshold of the Forgiving Lord. Truly, I say, 
in the erection of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Ishkabad, 
the friends of God have laid the foundation of the 
oneness of the kingdom of humanity and they worked 
nobly together until now and it is nearly completed. 
Praise be to God, that at this moment from every 
country in the world, according to their various means, 
contributions are continually being sent toward the 
fund of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America. 

Convey the gratitude of Abdul-Baha to all the friends 
of God in this service. 

In reality this magnanimity of the believers is worthy 
of great praise and thankfulness, for from Teheran, 
Korosan, Shiraz, Jahram, Esphahan, even from the 
towns and villages of Khorassan, Shiraz and Yazd 
contributions were sent. This donation in the path of 
the Orb of Regions is conducive to the happiness of the 
souls of the spiritual ones. 

From the Day of Adam until now such an event has 
never even been witnessed by men, that from the farther- 
most country of Asia contributions were forwarded to 
the farthermost country of America. From Rangoon, 
India, donations are sent to Chicago, and from Jahram, 
a little village of Shiraz and Kheirol-Gora of Tarshiz, 
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money is transmitted for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in 
America. This is through the bounty and providence 
of the Blessed Perfection, the assistance and confirma- 
tion of the Sun of Truth and the victory and triumph 
of the Luminary of Effulgence who has united so marvel- 
ously the regions of the world together. Glory belongs 
to the Lord of Hosts Sovereignty belongs to the Com- 
passionate God, Power and Might belongs to the Living, 
Self-subsistent One who has united the people of the 
world and assembled them together like unto the 
brilliant stars of the horizon of adoration. 

O my God ! O my God ! Favor belongs to Thee, 
Generosity belongs to Thee, Praise belongs to Thee 
and Glorification is Thine, for that which Thou hast 
bestowed upon these indigent ones, granted a refuge 
and asylum to these weak ones in the eave of Thy 
protection and preservation, assisted them in the ser- 
vice of Thy Cause and confirmed them in the worship 
of Thy Exalted Threshold. O Lord ! They have sacri- 
ficed their belongings and souls in Thy path, contributed 
for love of Thee and missed no chance or opportunity 
in spreading Thy Signs, diffusing Thy Word, promul- 
gating Thy Name among Thy servants and proclaiming 
Thy wonders among Thy creatures. 

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Most 
High, the Omnipresent and verily Thou art the Clement 
and the Most Merciful ! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 19, 1910, 
Washington, D. C.) 

Extract from a Tablet to his honor Ebn Abhar.* 

Explain to the people the details of the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar in Chicago and tell them how contributions are 
received from the East and the West. For example, at 
this moment four contributions were received in one 
day from Rangoon, Bombay (India), Jahram of Shiraz 
and Kheirol-Gora of Khorassan for the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar of America and were forwarded to their destina- 
tion. „ , . , 

Trulv, I say, the friends of God displayed wonderful 
generosity in regard to the contributions for the Mash- 
rak-el-Azkar. They displayed magnanimity at any cost 
to such an extent that some of them sold portions of 
their clothing on the streets. This is through the Power 
of the Covenant of God, for until this day an event of 
this character has never transpired that from the East 
and Asia contributions were forwarded to the West for 
the building of a Temple. Verily this is a cause of 
astonishment for the people of perception. 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 19, 1910.) 
Mrs. True, Financial Secretary, presented the 
following report: 

At the close of the Convention of 1909, the former 
Treasurer of the Temple Fund turned over to the newly 
appointed Treasurer of Bahai Temple Unity the sum 


♦Another of the venerable teachers of the East. 
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of $3,666.44, and the receipts from March 21, 1909, to 
April 23, 1910, amount to $20,397.95. 

The contributions sent from the Orient amount to 
$7,092.85. These came from India, Persia, Turkey, 
Syria, Palestine, Russia and Egypt. Europe and 
America contributed $7,638.66. The following cities of 
Europe sent contributions : Berlin, Germany ; Con- 
stantinople, Turkey ; Paris and Denan, France ; London, 
England. Even the little isle of the sea, Mauritius, 
knew of this great world Mashrak-el-Azkar and sent 
her gift. “From Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s 
coral strand,” literally, have come contributions. 
Canada on the north, old Mexico City on the south, 
Hawaiian Islands on the west have all added their 
gifts and in the United States the following places 
have sent contributions : 


Akron, Ohio. 
Anaconda, Mont. 
Anacortes, Wash. 
Arleta, Ore. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Boston, Mass. 

Bear Lake, Penn. 
Buffalo, N. T. 
Brooklyn, N. T. 
Bangor, Mich. 
Cortland, N. Y. 
Clarkstown, Wash. 
Clinchton, Ala. 
Chicago, 111. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Congress Park, 111. 
Clyde, 111. 

Dayton, Wash. 
Denver, Colo. 

Dixon, 111. 

Enterprise, Kan. 
Englewood, N. J. 
Eliot, Me. 

Fruitport, Mich. 
Fernandina, Fla. 
Genoa Junction, Wis. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Goblesville, Mich. 
North Hudson, N. Y. 
Harvard, 111. 


Houghton, Mich. 

Ithaca, N. Y. 
Johnstown, N. Y. 
Kenosha, Wis. 

Lartine, Ore. 

Long Beach, Cal. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Muskegon, Mich. 
Newark, N. J. 

Newport, Vt. 

New York Mills, Minn. 
New York, N. Y. 
Oakland, Cal. 

Pasadena, Cal. 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Portland, Ore. 

Pittsburg, Penn. 

Racine, Wis. 

Sandusky, Ohio. 

Seattle, Wash. 

Spokane, Wash. 

Slade’s Corner, Wis. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Turk, Wash. 

Walla Walla, Wash. 
Washington, D. C. 
Westfield, Mass. 
Western Springs, 111. 


The blessing boxes distributed by Mrs. Annie L. Par- 
merton, of Cincinnati, have proved a very happy idea 
and the sums gathered by them indicate an abundance 
of blessings. The widow’s quilt fund, in charge of 
Mrs. Claudia Stuart Coles, has added quite a sum 
to the fund. The sale of Mrs. Louise R. Waite’s hymn- 
books is constantly bringing returns, every penny of 
which is dedicated to the Temple F*und. The Bahai 
Sunday Schools throughout the Assemblies show by 
their contributions that the hearts of the children are 
aflame for the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 

The Oriental Bahais send their contributions first 
to Acca and Abdul-Baha sends them to America. Thus 
they come just like the life-giving blood pulsating from 
the very heart of the universe. Abdul-Baha tells us 
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it is not so much the amount of the gift as the love 
of the heart prompting the gift. 

During the Convention $921.50 was contributed. 

Corinne True., Financial Secretary. 

Mr. Hall told tlie story of tbe offering of a poor 
widow in tlie Orient, who earns a few pennies a 
day by baking and selling coarse bread. She pro- 
tested against the seeming slight in not being 
asked to contribute to the American Mashrak-el- 
Azkar. She had no money to give, so took an 
old earring from her ear, sold it and proudly 
brought her offering to the Temple fund, remark- 
ing: “See! The good God in His bounty gives us 
all something we can spare.” 

Mrs. Coles told the story of the widow’s mite 
and the start of the quilt fund. 

Mrs. Parmerton, as Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, gave an account of the bless- 
ing boxes. She also stated that these boxes had 
been donated by two Presbyterians, who, in addi- 
tion to this gift, had contributed toward the 
postage fund in sending them through the mail to 
the various centers. 

This was followed by the Chairman reading a 
letter, accompanying a contribution, which had 
been sent by a devout Catholic, breathing a beau- 
tiful, generous spirit. 

Letters from the Pacific Coast and the Hawaiian 
Islands were read. Also the following from Mr. 
Thornton Chase: 

Through Mr. John A. Finch, of Seattle, Wash., to the 
Bahai Friends gathered in Chicago, who have placed 
their trust in the Word of God, are firm in the Cove- 
nant and living citizens in the Kingdom of God. 

Dear Fellow-Servants in the Name of Dod : 

This is a word of greeting and congratulation to you 
in this time of rejoicing. I long to hear your glad voices 
and see the light of assurance shining in your faces, 
and I am with you in spirit in your Feast and Convo- 
cation. , . . , 

The Cause of God is entering the hearts of many in 
the West. Its fame is spreading quietly but widely, 
and the earnest workers are seeing rich rewards in the 
increasing interest of many souls. In Seattle and _ ort- 
land, Oakland and Dos Angeles, many new faces gather 
to the meetings, and the hunger for Truth is manifest. 

In the Divine Providence, no single assemblies are yet 
permitted to become so large and powerful as to attract 
strong opposition from the enemies of spiritual progress. 
This is of the Mercy of God, protecting His children and 
His Cause until it shall be firmly established in 
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strength and wisdom. But the glad-tidings spreads 
like leaven in meal and the vital seed of Truth is 
growing and manifesting all through the communities 
of this wide land. 

The Temple of Unity is being raised in the temple 
of man, and the service of love and worship is already 
performed in a multitude of hearts. So shall the ma- 
terial Temple arise to bear witness to the world of the 
reality of God’s Revelation in His inmost sanctuary, 
the human heart. 

“O' Son of Humanity ! The temple of being is My 
Throne. Purge it of everything, that I may descend 
therein to reign over it.” 

“O Son of Existence ! Thy heart is My Home ; purify 
it for My Descent. Thy spirit is My Outlook; prepare 
it for My Manifestation.” 

The faces of all believers are turned toward Chicago. 
May your actions be founded upon the Will of God and 
may “Consultation and Kindness” be the means of 
wisdom ! May the Divine Spirit ever be our Guide and 
our Reliance and the Holy Word of God be the lamp 
for our feet in the journey from earth to heaven ! 

In His Name, your fellow-servant, 

Thornton Chase. 

On motion, a committee of three was appointed 
by the Chair to audit the books of the Temple 
Treasury of Bahai Temple Unity and to report 
thereon. Messrs. Hoar, Wilhelm and Ober were 
appointed on this committee. 

The names of Mrs. Parmerton, Miss Boylan, 
Mrs. Coles and Prof. Armstrong were added to the 
auditing committee just appointed, these seven 
to comprise a committee to consider and suggest 
plans of finance and ways and means for the com- 
ing year. 

Adjournment for dinner at the Briggs House, 
served by Mr. Louis Keller, chef, member of 
the House of Spirituality. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Monday, April 25 , 1910 . 

The Treasurer made his annual report as 
follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

From Bahai Temple Fund. Charles Scheffler, Treas. 

Fund .$2,000.00 

Cash 3,666.44 5,666.44 

Contributions since March 21, 1909 : 

From the East $7,092.85 

From America 7,638.66 


$20,397.95 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Land Account $12,000.00 

Taxes and Assessments 974.79 

Interest 1,425.00 

Buildings (Shelter Houses) 105.00 

Expenses (Postage, Printing, Etc.) 183.70 


$14,688.49 

Cash in Bank (Apr. 23, 1910) .... 5,709.46 


$20,397.95 

Arthur S. Agnew, Treasurer . 

Audited and found correct, April 25, 1910. 

W. H. Hoar, 

Rot C. Wilhelm, 
Harlan P. Ober, 
Audit Committee. 

On motion of Miss Boylan, the following reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Executive Board be instruct- 
ed to address itself to the problem of acquiring 
the tract of land between Sheridan Road and Lake 
Michigan, and be empowered to take such action 
to that end as in their judgment may be wise 
and discreet and consonant with the directions of 
Abdul-Baha. 

To this motion it was amended by Mr. Hoar 
that the Executive Board be instructed to follow 
the principle of consultation with Friends guided 
to assist in this work of negotiation and consoli- 
dation. 

Mr. Honore Jaxon presented a full report of 
negotiations had and pending for the change of 
Sheridan Road and the vacation of certain streets 
and alleys in the Temple site. This he illustrated 
by plats and surveys showing the exact situation 
and boundaries of the site, its exact dimensions 
and center, together with the direction line from 
its center to Acca. His report showed most 
courteous and just treatment from the several 
public officials with whom the negotiations had 
been conducted. Many apparent difficulties had 
been removed by happy coincidences and a spirit 
of sweet reasonableness guiding and controlling 
all — manifest confirmations of divine favor. 

He also reported the steps taken to insure 
perfect title to Bahai Temple Unity of the por- 
tions of the site embraced within all such vacated 
streets and alleys, also proposed construction of 
sidewalks. 
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Mr. Jaxon had not concluded his most interest- 
ing report when the Convention, having reached 
the closing hour, adjourned to meet at the same 
place Tuesday morning at 10 o’clock. 

MORNING SESSION. 

Tuesday, Apeel 26, 1910. 

In Corinthian Hall, 11th Floor Masonic Temple, 
State and Randolph Streets. 

The session was opened by the Convention sing- 
ing, “Softly His Voice is Calling Now.” 

The following prayer was then read by the 
Chairman, Mr. Hall: 

Glory be to Thee, my God and my Beloved ! Thy 
Fire is burning in me, O my Lord, and I feel its 
glowing in every member of my weak body. Every 
organ of my temple declares Thy Power and Thy 
Might, and every member testifies that Thou are pow- 
erful over all things. By Thy Strength I feel strong 
to withstand all trials and all temptations. Make firm 
Thy love in my heart and then I can bear all the 
swords of the earth. Verily every hair of my head 
says, “Were it not for trials in Thy Path, I should not 
have appreciated Thy Love.” O my Lord, strengthen 
me to remain firm and to uphold the hands of Thy 
Cause, to serve Thee among Thy people. Thou art 
loving ! Thou art Bountiful ! 

Mr. Jaxon concluded bis report respecting tbe 
site. 

On motion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
Jacobsen and unanimously carried, a letter of 
gratitude was directed to be sent to Mrs. Paul 
K. Dealy and Mr. Arthur Dealy for their kindness 
in sending flowers to the Convention hall as a 
token of their love. 

On motion by Mr. Wilhelm, seconded by Mr. 
Hoar and unanimously carried, a letter was 
directed to be sent to the friends in the Orient, 
expressing our gratitude for what they have done 
for this great Cause. 

On motion by Mrs. Coles, seconded by Mrs. 
Lincoln and unanimously carried, it was further 
directed that this letter, when framed, be sent 
to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, for translation into 
Persian. 

A committee consisting of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
Mrs. Coles and Mr. Hall, was appointed to frame 
the letter. 

On motion of Mr. Hoar, seconded by Mr, Hannen 



BAHAI NEWS 


21 


and unanimously carried, the action taken by the 
Board, regarding the negotiations of Mr. Jaxon 
and his engagements so entered into with the 
Drainage Board and with the Village of Wilmette,, 
were approved by this Convention, and the Execu- 
tive Board was authorized to conclude the engage- 
ments and to make the conveyances that have 
been reported in those matters. 

The Convention then proceeded to a call of the 
Assemblies. The Secretary called the roll and the 
several delegates from each Assembly gave report 
of the progress of the work in their respective 
Assemblies. 

Mrs. Corinne True delivered the greetings from 
Chicago to the delegates. 

Mr. Hoar, chairman of the Auditing Committee,, 
reported that the Treasurer’s books and reports 
had been found to he absolutely correct, and the 
accounts of the Treasurer and Financial Secretary 
kept in a most complete and admirable manner. 

On motion made by Mr. Hannen, seconded by 
Miss Boylan and carried, the Financial Secretary 
was instructed to prepare a form of receipt in 
the Persian language that all contributions from 
the Orient be acknowledged with a receipt in 
that language. 

Adjournment for lunch. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Tuesday, April 26 , 1910 . 

The Chairman, Mr. Hall, opened the meeting 
by reading the following extract from the “Words 
of Wisdom:” 

O ye discerning' ones of the people ! Verily the 
Words which have descended from the Heaven of the 
Will of God are the source of unity and harmony for 
the world. Close your eyes to racial differences and 
welcome all with the light of Oneness. Be the cause 
of comfort and promotion of humanity. This handful 
of dust, the world, is one home ; let it be in unity. 
Forsake pride, it is a cause of discord. Follow that 
which tends to harmony. 

On motion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
Hargis and unanimously carried, the following 
Resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That in accordance with the expressed 
wish of Abdul-Baha and the recommendation of 
the Executive Committee, Article 6 of the Con- 
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stitution of Bahai Temple Unity be amended by 
substituting for the words, “20th day of March” 
therein, the words, “the first Monday in the Feast 
of the Rizwan.” 

On motion by Mr. Ober, seconded by Mr. Lane 
and unanimously carried: 

Resolved, That the Bahai News be made the 
medium for spreading the report of this Conven- 
tion before the Bahais of the East and the West, 
and that Bahai Temple Unity bear, and the Execu- 
tive Board be empowered to pay, its proportionate 
share of or all the expense of publication of this 
issue. 

On motion by Mr. Lane, seconded by Mr. Ober 
and carried, a committee was authorized and 
appointed to revise and correct the minutes of 
the Convention. 

Mr. Hall and Miss Buikema were appointed on 
this committee. 

On motion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
Jacobsen and unanimously carried, a cablegram of 
greetings and love from this Convention and this 
Unity was directed to be sent to Abdul-Baha. 

The Chairman appointed Messrs. Wilhelm, 
Woodcock and Mills to send greetings to Abdul- 
Baha as directed. 

Mr. Wilhelm suggested that Mr. Brooker being 
an expert in cement, our Executive Board, in 
arranging for sidewalks, should confer with him 
as well as with Mr. Jaxon. 

Recommendation referred to the Executive 
Board. 

On motion by Mrs. Parmerton, seconded by Mrs. 
Brittingham and unanimously carried, the Con- 
vention expressed and returned its sense of deep 
gratitude to the brothers and sisters of Chicago, 
to the Assembly of Chicago, to the House of 
Spirituality of Chicago and to all the dear friends 
who received us with such joy and fragrance here. 

On motion by Mr. Hoar, seconded by Mrs. 
Hopper and unanimously carried, a vote of thanks 
and deep gratitude was extended to Mr. Jacobsen 
for the great work he has done for the Unity 
during the past year and for the clear and com- 
prehensive report of the work given to the Con- 
vention. 

On motion by Mrs. W T atson, seconded by Mrs. 
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Parmerton and unanimously carried, a vote of 
thanks was tendered Miss Gertrude Buikema for 
her faithful service in her labors daring the year 
and also as recorder of the minutes of this Con- 
vention. 

On motion by Mrs. Brittingham, seconded by 
Mr. Mills and unanimously carried, a vote of 
thanks was given to the music committee, to the 
musical director, Mr. Albert R. Windust, and also 
to Mrs. Louise R. Waite. 

On motion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mrs. 
Brittingham and unanimously carried, a tribute 
was paid to the prime mover in this work of the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, our dear sister Mrs. Corinne 
True, who has given her heart and soul and her 
physical labor to the service of God and of His 
people, and who has so beautifully entertained 
us who were willing to assist in this work. To her 
we extend our deep gratitude. 

The Chairman, Mr. Hall, announced and ruled 
that we now proceed with the election of the 
Executive Board for the ensuing year by taking 
an informal ballot, each delegate voting for nine 
members of the Executive Board. Upon the in- 
formal ballot thus taken, nine delegates were 
found to have received the practically unanimous 
ballot of the Convention. 

On motion by Mr. Ober, seconded by Mrs. Coles 
and unanimously carried, the informal ballot was 
made the formal ballot of the Convention and 
the nine receiving the highest number of votes 
in the informal ballot were declared the nine 
members of the Executive Board duly elected for 
the ensuing year. 

The nine members of the Executive Board thus 
elected were: 

Mr. Albert H. Hall 
Mr. Mountfort Mills 
Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen 
Mrs. Corinne True 
Mr. Arthur S. Agnew 
Mr. William H. Hoar 
Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton 
Mr. Joseph H. Hannen 
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm* 


*May not accept. 
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Upon suggestion of the Chairman, Mr. Hall, a 
rising vote of thanks was given to Mr. Honore 
Jaxon. This was unanimous. 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Hall, the 
Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha for this Convention, 
which had been read by Mrs. Eva Webster 
Hussell during the morning session, April 25th, 
was again read by her. 

The Convention closed by all of the delegates 
and friends joining hands and facing the East, 
while Mr. Hall read the following, which was 
revealed as a closing prayer for the House of 
Spirituality: 

HE IS GOD ! 

O God ! O God ! Thou dost look upon us from 
Thine unseen Kingdom of Oneness, [beholding] that we 
have assembled in this Spiritual Meeting, believing in 
Thee, confident in Thy signs, firm in Thy Covenant 
and Testament, attracted unto Thee, set aglow with the 
fire of Thy love, sincere in Thy Cause, servants in 
Thy vineyard, spreaders of Thy Religion, worshippers 
■of Thy Countenance, humble to Thy beloved, submis- 
sive at Thy door and imploring Thee to confirm us 
in the service of Thy chosen ones. Support us with 
Thine unseen hosts, strengthen our loins in Thy servi- 
tude and make us submissive and worshipping servants, 
communing with Thee. 

O our Lord ! We are weak and Thou are the 
Mighty, the Powerful ! We are mortals and Thou art 
the great life-giving Spirit ! We are needy and Thou 
art the Powerful and Sustainer ! 

O our Lord ! Turn our faces unto Thy divine face ; 
feed us from Thy heavenly table by Thy godly grace ; 
help us through the hosts of Thy supreme angels and 
confirm us by the holy ones of the Kingdom of Abha. 

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful ! Thou 
art possessor of great bounty and verily Thou art the 
Clement and Gracious ! 

( Signed ) Abdud-Baiia Abbas. 

Then, still joining bands and with bowed heads, 
all joined in silent prayer and thanksgiving to 
God for the Spirit of Love and Unity that had 
pervaded and guided the Convention. The Great- 
est Name was repeated in unison nine times and 
the Convention adjourned in unity. 


Photographs of scenes and incidents connected 
with the Temple site may be obtained from Mrs. 
True, or from Mr. Jaxon, at 1751 West Lake St., 
Chicago. Profits to go to Sidewalk Fund. Prints 
4x5, two for 25c. Prints S^xlO, 25c each. 



BAHAI NEWS 


25 


BRIEF REPORT TO DATE ON SITE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

Contributed by Mr. Honor e Jaxon on request of 
Secretary Jacobsen. 

Pending the erection of the Temple itself the 
interest of the Bahai friends is very naturally 
enlisted to no small degree in the development of 
the Temple site; and the writer has been asked 
to prepare a statement recounting the steps which 
have been taken, and the results which have been 
achieved, in this connection. 

Partly because we are not yet officially “out of 
the woods,” but mainly because of the limited 
space which can be given to this subject in the 
present issue of the News, this statement must 
necessarily be both brief and incomplete. Suffice 
it to say by way of preliminary description that 
the negotiations, as so far completed, for the con- 
solidating of, our land holdings have furnished us 
with repeated and wonderful confirmations of our 
faith and with warmest encouragement to cling 
like trustful children to the robe of evanescence 
and non-resistance. Taking their inception in a 
discovery which was the direct result of a desire 
to see our Temple work performed by loving 
volunteer service rather than by hireling labor, 
these negotiations have been blessed with a divine 
support and guidance which has manifested itself 
not only in the constant providing of happy solu- 
tions for difficulties which could not be foreseen 
by the human intellect — and which therefore had 
to be dealt with moment by moment as they pre- 
sented themselves in our path — but also in the 
uniform and extraordinary kindness which we 
experienced, all along the trail, from the officials 
and representatives of outside interests with 
whom these negotiations had to effect adjustments 
of one kind or other. It became abundantly 
proven as we went along that in the case of these 
friends, no less than in our own experience, the 
head was inspired, the hand was directed and 
strengthened, and the heart set aglow with the 
warmest good will at every point and moment of 
contact with this blessed and delightful Temple 
service. Certainly we could not ask for any 
stronger or more convincing fulfilment of the 
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divine promises which have been uttered for the 
comfort and encouragement of all those who in 
any way shall find themselves privileged to bear 
a helping hand in this glorious spiritual exercise. 

As the matter is now agreed upon, by all the 
parties in interest, our holdings are so consoli- 
dated that on our own land we can draw a circle 
of nearly five hundred feet diameter, while for 
purposes of lawn and garden an additional terri- 
tory — aggregating perhaps a 20% increase — has 
been freely placed at our disposal, to be so beauti- 
fied as we please. 


LETTER FROM RANGOON, INDIA. 

April 4, 1910. 

Dear and honored friends of God in the holy 
vineyard of El-Baha: 

Your kind note, with the prayers appended 
thereto, has wafted in this province the sweet 
fragrance of the splendid rose-garden of the West, 
and we in the Orient have been watching with 
deep admiration the most appreciable movements 
of the blessed ones of God in the Occident, as 
each and every one of such movements promises 
very eloquently to deepen our mutual affection 
and love — the most precious blessings in the 
Kingdom of Baha. We have fully appreciated the 
idea that all the children of Abha in one voice, 
from every region may simultaneously sing the 
praise of God and supplicate for help and strength 
to bring into completion the Holy Temple of 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, and accordingly made use of the, 
prayer as was directed during the Bahai fasting 
month, in this Assembly and all other sister As- 
semblies of this country. We are very deeply in- 
terested in the construction of this noble and 
divine institution and it would be our great joy to 
hear of its progress every now and then. The 
Cause is making very rapid progress. * * * 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity of con- 
veying the Bahai love and greetings of the 
believers of this place to the beloved ones of 
God in the West. I am your devoted brother at 
the faithful service of Abdul-Baha. 

( Signed ) A. S'. Ismael. 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 



MONTH 

NAME 

FEAST DATS 

1st 



21 

2nd 



0 

3rd 



28 

4th 



5th 



5 

6th 



24 

7th 


July 

13 

8th 



1 

9th 



20 

10th 


. .Sept. 

8 

11th 


Sept. 

27 

12 th 



16 

13th 



4 

14th 



23 

15th 



12 

16th 



31 

17th 



19 

18th 

Malak (Ring) 

(Four intercalary days.) 

Feb. 

7 

19th . . . • . . 

Ola (Sublimity) 

(Month of fasting) 
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ALLAH’O’ABHA! 

A copy of this issue of the Bahai News is being 
sent to every one on its mailing list, including 
subscribers. Anyone desiring additional copies 
may get them from the Financial Secretary of the 
Bahai Temple Unity, Mrs. Corinne True, 5338 
Kenmore Ave., Chicago, by enclosing a two-cent 
stamp with such request. 
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CONVENTION ECHOES 
BOSTON. 

In response to the kind invitation of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Ostburg, a number of the believers 
were present at a delightful supper given at their 
home in South Boston on May 7th, the occasion 
of the supper being to welcome our delegate, Mr. 
Harlan F. Ober, and to hear his report of the 
Chicago Convention. The generous and hospit- 
able spirit of their true Bahai home made a 
fitting atmosphere in which to learn of the loving 
hospitality extended by the members of the 
Chicago Assembly to all delegates. 

During Mr. Ober’s talk that evening, and upon 
the Sunday morning following, all present were 
made conscious, by what he brought with him, that 
he had in truth been on holy ground. 

The Power of God has been so manifestly at 
work as the “One Remover of difficulties” since 
the last Convention that we may expect — if all 
are faithful and full of faith — that the seemingly 
impossible shall be realized before the next Con- 
vention. The financial assistance so generously 
sent from the Orient and Mrs. Waite’s stirring 
“Temple Song” should surely fire each one of us 
with a fresh determination to add our shoulder to 
the wheel with renewed faith, courage and deter- 
mination and make it possible for the Bahai 
Temple Unity to begin building operations without 
loss of time. “The field is white unto harvest” 
and there is need for as speedy action as possible. 
In unity and in faith lie our power. God’s blessing 
is upon each earnest endeavor. 

Grace Robarts. 

MONTREAL. 

Our delegate, Prof. Armstrong, on his return 
from the Temple Convention in Chicago, called 
the believers together at his home and gave us 
a full account of this wonderful gathering of 
the servants of God. 

Our brother was so attracted and enkindled by 
this meeting with the friends that when he 
returned, all received a portion of the divine 
bounty. 

The reality of those days of meeting and gather- 
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ing in Chicago is the true foundation of the 
Temple, and the radiance of diyine love and unity- 
shed upon that conclave of the faithful has surely- 
been diffused far and wide to the ends of the 
earth. 

Our revered Abdul-Baha said to some Montreal 
believers who were in Acca last year, that we 
were gathered together through no earthly aim, 
neither for political motives, nor social interest, 
nor any worldly purpose, but by the Power of the 
Word of God, in the utmost love, unity and attrac- 
tion. With a look of great serenity and peace, he 
said: “This is a meeting of pure love: nothing 
mars our perfect unity; therefore, the influence 
and power of this gathering will be felt through- 
out the world and its effects will last forever and 
ever.” 

We are happy and thankful in partaking of the 
blessings of this great Day of God, and we send 
love and greetings to the dear ones everywhere 
through the Bahai News. 

The Montreal Assembly. 

NEW YORK. 

At our regular meeting at Genealogical Hall, 
226 West 58th Street, Sunday morning, May 8th, 
we listened to a report from our delegates who 
attended the Temple Convention in Chicago. 

Our own delegates, Mr. Mountfort Mills and 
Miss Boylan, spoke and we also had the pleasure 
of having with us Mrs. Lincoln who was the 
Brooklyn delegate and who also spoke to us. 
They all gave us the most beautiful accounts of 
the great love and harmony which was every- 
where in evidence at the Convention. We all felt 
as if we had been personally present and expressed 
the wish that we might be there next year, as 
our hearts and spirits were this year. 

James F. Brittingham. 


On the Thursday evening next following the 
close of the Convention the delegates and Chicago 
Bahais celebrated the 19-day Feast at the “den” 
of brothers Jaxon and Sprague at 1751 West Lake 
St Seats and friends were just evenly balanced, 
and a delightful Spiritual Feast kept pace with the 
cakes and tea. 
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song tri - mnph- ant, clear and strong-, Ot love and u • ni - ty . 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords, And Fa - ther of us all. 

be with - in this Tem-ple fair An ev - er - last - ing part. 


The above is a reproduction of the “Temple 
Song,” one of the noteworthy features of and com- 
posed especially for the recent Bahai Temple Unity 
Convention. 
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HE IS GOD ! 

0 ye Spiritual Friends of Ah dul-B ah a! 

How long are ye silent and speechless ! 
Although ye are speaking, yet in this age the 
speech of the believers of God must be the soul 
entrancing melody of the Kingdom of Abha and 
the harmony of the Supreme Concourse ! 
Therefore Abdul-Baha is not satisfied with a 
meek voice and depressing lamentation! He 
seeks the passionate tumult and joyous clamor 
and he roars and cries at the top of his voice so 
that the realities of things may stir into move- 
ment and action and the Beloved of Bounty 
unveil her Countence in the world of creation! 
Those friends must, like unto the stars in 
heaven, shine and gleam in the horizon of 
Truth with the Light of Guidance so that the 
realities of the existent beings and the spirit of 
humankind may find joy and happiness! 

Upon ye be greeting and praise ! 

{Signed) ABDUL-BAHA Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 

Washington, D.C., May 27, 1910. 
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THE PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 

SOCIETY. 

One of the most important developments in the 
Bahai world during the current year was repre- 
sented hy a meeting held in Washington, D. C., on 
January 8th, at which time the Persian- American 
Educational Society made its formal announce- 
ment and appeal for co-operation. Since that time, 
39 active and 13 associate members have been en- 
rolled, one draft for $300 has been forwarded to 
Teheran and another remittance is to be made 
during the current month. Considerable interest 
aside from that represented by contributions, has 
been aroused, and promises of additional member- 
ships have been received. The work of the Society 
may now be said to be fairly under way, and a 
concise statement may be timely for the guidance 
and information of the friends. 

During the summer of 1909, Mr. Sydney Sprague, 
who had been for some time a teacher in the 
School of Tarbiat, in Teheran, Persia, visited this 
country, which is his native land. At various 
points he delivered lectures on the country and the 
work, and a large number of people became inter- 
ested. The School of Tarbiat was founded some 
years ago by Persian Bahais, and was planned to 
meet the need of non-sectarian education along 
modern lines, as opposed to the old regime of 
Moslem schools. Mr. Sprague’s association with 
the school was an indication of the trend of plans. 
On account of the political conditions and general 
demoralization of internal affairs, the founders of 
this school, before that time men of means, found 
themselves unable to continue its activities be- 
cause of lack of funds, and the problem of closing 
it entirely or limiting its usefulness was being dis- 
cussed when Mr. Sprague obtained leave to visit 
his home during the vacation season. As an out- 
come of the interest manifested, and considering 
the greater needs of the East, as well as the oppor- 
tunity for a Bahai demonstration from the West to 
the Orient, this Society was formed. It is not the 
purpose of this article to set forth in detail the 
objects of the Society, which are explained at 
length in its Prospectus, nor to mention its activ- 
ities, but rather to show the importance of the 
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movement from the Words of Abdul-Baha, and its 
present needs. 

As to the School of Tarbiat, the following Tab- 
lets have been revealed: 

There exists a great Confirmation in the School of 
Tarbiat which is founded by the friends. Although 
at this moment it is observed but by a few, yet it is 
assisted by the Almighty. If the believers of God dis- 
play generosity, that school will progress day by day 
in all its grades. Encouragement and stimulus is 
necessary. 

( Signed ) AbouiABaha Abbas. 

The problem of the School of Tarbiat is of the ut- 
most importance. It is an essential obligation and 
duty incumbent upon all the friends to serve that 
school. This is the first school that the friends have 
founded in Persia, and all the people know that it be- 
longs to them. Neglect and carelessness in the man- 
agement of its progressive affairs is a blow to the 
Cause of God. Therefore everyone must give extra- 
ordinary importance to the school of Tarbiat and as- 
sist it from some standpoint, either through enlight- 
ened ideals or the introduction of modern system of 
education, either by liberal contributions or continual 
encouragement and assistance. To be brief: It is the 
hope of this Servant that in the course of time this 
school become distinguished from among all the 
schools of the world. Now consider how important is 
this matter. 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

The question of the School of Tarbiat is very im- 
portant. Through the Bounty and Providence of the 
True One it must become evident to all that it is the 
first school of Persia and its graduates are the most 
successful. Otherwise its non-being is better than its 
being. Therefore display the utmost zeal in matters, 
pertaining to the progress of this school. 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas- 

The Society has received the approval of Abdul- 
Baha, the following Tablets having been revealed 
recently, addressed to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab and to 
the officers of the Society, respectively: 

To his honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 

Upon him be Baha'o'llah-E1-Abha ! 

he is god ! 

In the last two mails, detailed answers have been 
written to thee. Now the papers that you have for- 
warded pertaining to the Persian-American Education- 
al Society have been received. Truly I say, although 
the importance of this Society at present, is apparently 
unknown, but if it remain firm and steadfast in the 
future it will become the Association of the union of 
the realm of man, it will thoroughly combine and 
harmonize the East and the West and accomplish a 
great service to humanity. * * * 
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The believers of God must give great importance to 
this Society and arise to perform its fundamental prin- 
ciples and essential duties with heart and soul. I send 
my congratulation and felicitation to this blessed So- 
ciety and ask from the bounty of His Highness the 
Incomparable, confirmation and assistance, supplicate 
and entreat at the Threshold of Oneness and beg from 
the Kingdom of Abha preservation and protection, 
providence and safety. If this Society acts with in- 
dependence and exerts itself in bringing about relations 
between the East and the West, it will become the 
foundation of the oneness of the world of humanity. 
Firmness is essential, for if small affairs can not be 
accomplished without firmness and steadfastness, how 
much more are these qualities needed for the under- 
taking of great matters ! The friends of God must 
encourage each other to be firm and steadfast, to 
reason and consult with each other so that day by 
day this Society wall progress. 

Persia and America are in great need of such a So- 
ciety, even to matters pertaining to material relations 
between these two Countries, especially America. This 
Society wall become the cause of spreading the Ameri- 
can industries in Persia and the great profits, which 
in the past other nations have collected through the 
introduction of their goods and implements in Persia, 
will then go to America. Now consider thou, what 
great profits will be the result ! Moreover the spirit- 
ual powers will assist and help, the Breaths of the 
Holy Spirit will be spread, the Breezes of the Paradise 
of Abha diffused and the rays of the Sun of Truth 
will display wonderful influence. 

Convey, on behalf of Abdul-Baha, to all the friends 
of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful in Amer- 
ica the wonderful greeting of Abha and congratulate 
and felicitate them for the organization of this Society. 

Upon thee be Baha El- Abha ! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Revealed in Haifa, Syria, April 3, 1910. Trans- 
lated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, D. C., 
May 18, 1910.) 

To the Officers of the Persian- American Educational 
Society, through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 

Upon thee be Baha El- A bha ! 
he is god ! 

O ye who are favored in the Threshold, of the Almighty 
and the lovers of His Holiness, Baha'o’llah ! 

According to the reports of his honor Mirza Ahmad 
Sohrab, in these days the Persian-American Education- 
al Society is organized in America and the friends of 
God and the maid-servants of the Merciful with the 
utmost zeal and enthusiasm are engaged in the solidar- 
ity of this Society. If possible, change the name of 
this Society ,to Persian-American Interdependence So- 
ciety so that in the future it may include all points, 
■such as commerce, industry and education so that 
spiritual and material results and benefits might be 
produced. Now in the beginning it may find no im- 
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portance in the eyes of some of the people but in the 
future it will attain to world-wide celebrity and it 
will indicate that — Praise be to God ! — at this early 
period the friends have directed their thoughts to this 
most important subject. Should the circle of this So- 
ciety be widely extended and its various branches well 
organized and systematized it will remain firm and 
become established, and if its members arise with per- 
fect unity and agreement, know ye of a certainty that 
at the end, it will become the greatest Society of the 
world, produce inexhaustible results and benefits, become 
the tree of the oneness of the realm of humanity and cast 
its all-encircling shade over the people of the East 
and the West. But firmness and firmness, steadfast- 
ness and steadfastness is necessary. This Society must 
be so organized and in the course of time its various 
policies so well defined, that since the beginning of 
the world until now no such association has ever 
been founded. This must become the first Society em- 
bracing such universal aims and objects. Abdul-Baha 
with the utmost supplication and contemplation to- 
wards the Kingdom of Abha, prays in your behalf and 
begs confirmation and assistance. 

Blessed is the Oriental-Occidental Interdependence 
Society ! If it is organized in a befitting manner 
it will be productive of great results ; otherwise it will 
be fruitless and profitless. 

Long live this Society ! Long live this Society ! 
Undoubtedly at the beginning of every month a report 
of this Society should be sent to this Holy Land. 

O Thou Almighty ! Illumine Thou this Association 
and make Thou this gathering the bright candle of the 
world ! For their intention is for the public good and 
their aim is Service to humankind. 

O kind and compassionate God ! Such a Society mer- 
its Thy Favors and such a Body deserves inexhaust- 
ible Bounty and Providence. 

Verily, Thou art Powerful, Mighty and Omnipotent 
and, verily. Thou art the Peerless and Incomparable 
God! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Revealed in Haifa, Syria, April 3, 1910. Trans- 
lated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, D. C., 
May 18, 1910.) 

Prom the foregoing, it will he realized that the 
co-operation and assistance of all the friends is 
necessary, in order that the Society may be able 
to do effective work, to realize the ideals of the 
organization, to open the door of opportunity to 
our merchants, to spread knowledge in the Orient, 
and to facilitate the means of industrial, commer- 
cial, educational and agricultural interchange. As 
Abdul-Baha writes, the final and important results 
of the activities of this Society will accrue to 
America. In these Tablets he has opened a 
great door of intercommunication between the 
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East and the West, and has clearly detailed the 
policies and aims which must be followed in order 
that it may become a fitting servant in the world. 
To make the Association firm and permanent, as 
Abdul-Baha desires, we need the active and ener- 
getic co-operation of all true lovers of progress, of 
humanity, of all the friends of truth and philan- 
thropists. May we all become assisted to perform 
this command, and make this Society a Society of 
the Union of the Realm of Man! 

Regarding the suggestion of Abdul-Baha to 
change the name of the Society, it is the concensus 
of opinion that the Oriental-Occidental Interdepen- 
dence Society is the name to adopt. Naturally, the 
present Constitution will be changed a great deal, 
and it will take a little time before everything is 
arranged officially. 

Already a branch Society has been formed in 
Chicago, and it is earnestly desired that other 
cities will follow with similar action. Particularly 
in New York the movement requires recognition 
and co-operation. Persia has done more than her 
share for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago, and 
for this sacrifice, made at a critical moment, no 
more fitting recognition could be made than by 
liberal contributions toward the cause of education 
within her borders. 

In a letter recently received, Mr. Sprague states 
that the news of the formation of the Society has 
greatly cheered our brothers in Persia, who are 
proceeding to form a local Executive Committee in 
Teheran which, with the Executive Committee 
here, will administer the affairs of the body. They 
naturally expect a large number of scholarships, 
and must not be disappointed. 

Dr. Moody writes from Teheran, April 27, 1910, 
that “On the first day of Rizwan, three meetings 
were held in various gardens and about six hun- 
dred tomans ($600) were collected to found the 
school for girls. This is a great sum for these 
times, and shows how eager the people are to 
progress.” She adds: “They have been much 
stimulated by the loving work of the P. A. E. S., 
and we hope the interest there continues to be of 
a practical turn. There is great necessity and 
also a high sense of honor in regard to the love 
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of all the friends in this matter.” If Persia in 
her hour of need can do these things, how much 
greater should the response of favored America be! 
The Orient last year sent over $8,000 to America 
toward the Mashrak-el-Azkar, and in a small way 
we can show our appreciation of this munificent 
gift by helping to educate their children. 

Mr. Sprague reports that the photographs of the 
children who have received the scholarships al- 
ready given, will he sent at an early date. More 
members are needed; it costs just $1.50 a month 
to educate a child, and under the present arrange- 
ments either a girl or a boy can be chosen, at the 
option of the member. Associate members pay 
$1.00 a year, these memberships representing a 
contribution to the expenses of the Society. Local 
circles can be organized in cities or sections where 
nine or more active members are located. 

A second need is useful books, papers or maga- 
zines. In the latter category the following might 
be mentioned: “Kindergarten Magazine,” “Edu- 
cational,” “The Elementary School Teacher,” “The 
Manual Training Magazine,” “The Pedagogical 
Seminary,” “Educational Review” and other edu- 
cational publications. On the fly-leaf or first page 
of all magazines or books contributed, the name 
of the donor should be written, and a dedication 
to the Library of the School of Tarbiat. Wherever 
possible, literary contributions should be sent di- 
rect to Mr. Sydney Sprague, care of Mirza Azizol- 
lah Khan, rue Arbab Jemsheed, Teheran, Persia. 
However, books may also be sent to the Librarian 
of the Society, Mrs. C. S. Coles, Apt. 301, the Bur- 
lington, Washington, D. C. 

The official headquarters of the Society is at 
1800 Belmont Road, and its address is Post Office 
Box 192, Washington, D. C. Communications and 
memberships are earnestly solicited, that the de- 
sire of our beloved Abdul-Baha, as expressed in 
his Tablets, may be carried out, and that speedily. 
It is a great privilege which is offered, rather than 
a favor on the part of those who help* yet the 
grateful thanks of the beneficiaries will resound 
in the praise of those who respond. 

Joseph H. Hannen. 

Washington, D. C., May 26, 1910. 
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ALLAH’O’ABHA! 

The recent Tablets to the Persian-American 
Educational Society, published in this issue, again 
remind us that the “birds of the minds of men” 
in this Day, through the Word of God, are taught 
a new flight: Universal Interdependence. 

The Bahai News is in receipt of a letter, which, 
coupled with the Tablets above referred to, demon- 
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strates the time is at hand for the practical appli- 
cation of this new outlook. We quote the follow- 
ing extract: 

I am in receipt of a letter from Teheran, stating" that 
they would like to have catalogs, showing machinerv 
and processes for manufacturing gloves, laces, ladies’ 
and gentlemen’s wear, thread, etc. * * * In view 

of all the East is trying to do for us, the least we can 
do is to give the most careful attention to the smallest 
request or inquiry that might come from there. It has 
occux'red to me that you rhight possibly be willing to 
mention these matters in the next issue of the News, 
in order that they could reach the friends in all parts, 
some of whom would doubtless be able to run down the 
information desired. 

In the same letter is mentioned that a competent 
engineer, who is familiar with the setting up of 
all classes of machinery is greatly needed. 

Any information covering these requests, if sent 
to the Bahai News, will be forwarded to the 
proper parties until this Society shall have organ* 
ized such a department of service. 

God speed the Oriental-Occidental Interdepend- 
ence Society! 


“Verily, I have come from God and unto Him do 
I return, severed from all else save Him and hold- 
ing to His Name, the Merciful, the Compassionate ’* 

These Words of Baha’o’llah, revealed for the 
departed soul, are as far exalted above the con- 
ventional “Dust to dust; ashes to ashes” — as light 
is from darkness. In one is revealed the mystery 
of “And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying”; in the other is hidden the 
mystery of “Let the dead bury the dead.” Won- 
derful, indeed, is the new, exalted outlook of this 
great Day wherein His Word creates “a new 
heaven and a new earth!” 

In the departure of Mrs. Elizabeth Van Dyk 
Buikema, mother of our respected Editor, we 
again touched the reality of the power of the 
Word of God as revealed in this Day. On the 
anniversary of the Day of the Departure of 
Baiia’o’ixah, May 28th, her soul passed to that 
Station, the glory of which He has revealed: — 

But concerning that which you asked about the 
spirit and its everlastingness after its ascension, know 
that it will ascend at the time of its departure until 
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it enters the Presence of God in a form which, through- 
out all centuries, times and throughout all circum- 
stances and events of the world, will remain un- 
changed, but will be everlasting as the perpetuity of 
the Kingdom of God, His Sovereignty, His Power and 
His Might, and from it will appear the traces of God, 
His Qualities, Providences and Favors. The Pen can- 
not move at the mentioning of this Station as it is in 
its Supremeness and Exaltation ! 

The hand of the Divine Bounty will cause it to enter 
into a Station that cannot be comprehended by ex- 
pression, nor be explained by all the creatures of the 
•existence. Blessing be upon the spirit who departed 
from the body purified from the doubts and supersti- 
tions of the nations ! Verily, it moves in the atmos- 
phere of God’s desire and enters into the Supreme Para- 
dise ! All the angels of the Supreme Paradise attend and 
surround it, and it will have fellowship with all the 
Prophets of God and His saints and speak with them 
and tell them what happened to it in the 'Cause of 
God, the Lord of the Universe ! 

If anyone could realize what hath been assigned for 
it in the Kingdom of God, the Lord of the Throne and 
the dust, he would immediately yearn with a great 
longing for that Unmovable, Exalted, Holy and Abha 
S tation ! 

Services were held at the family residence and 
the body laid to rest in Forest Home Cemetery on 
Decoration Day, May 30th. Protestants, Catholics 
and Bahais, by their presence, paid tribute to this 
holy soul who triumphantly completed her earthly 
pilgrimage of a full three-score years and ten. 

We feel that our faithful co-worker and be- 
reaved family have the love and sympathy of all 
the friends. . r, w. 


TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Through his honor Mirza Ahmad, to Mrs. Louise 
R. Waite, Chicago, 111. 

he is god! 

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom 1 
Thy letter was considered. On account of the 
lack of time, a brief answer is given. 

The Spiritual Assemblies which are organized 
tor the sake of teaching the Truth, whether as- 
semblies for men, assemblies for women or mixed 
assemblies, are all accepted and are conducive to 
the spreading of the Fragrances of God. This is 
essential. Likewise the public meeting in which, 
one day during the week, the believers gather, to 
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be engaged in the commemoration of God, to read 
communes and deliver effective speeches, is ac- 
ceptable and beloved. But now it is utterly im- 
possible to establish the House of Justice, which 
is mentioned in the Book of Akdas; nay, rather, 
it is impracticable and not to be thought of. That 
is for the time when the Cause is proclaimed and 
the Commands of God have become effective. 
Therefore, now is not the time for the House of 
Justice, which must be established by general elec- 
tion. Its mention is not permissible and its real- 
ization impossible. 

Endeavor ye as much as possible that differences 
may not arise in the affairs; let not every in- 
significant matter become the cause of disagree- 
ment. If such a condition exists, the end will be 
complete dispersion. 

The believers and the maid-servants of the Mer- 
ciful must all consider how to produce harmony, 
so that the unity of the human wmrld may be real- 
ized; not that every wholly unimportant subject 
become conducive to differences of opinion. It is 
my hope that the friends and maid-servants of 
America become united on all subjects and not 
disagree at all, for disagreement destroys the foun- 
dation of the Cause of God. If they agree upon a 
subject, even though it be wrong, it is better than 
to disagree and be in the right. For this differ- 
ence will produce demolition of the Divine foun- 
dation. Though one of the parties may be in the 
right and they disagree, that will be the cause of a 
thousand wrongs; but if they agree and both 
parties are in the wrong, as it is unity, the truth 
will be revealed and the wrong made right. 

Upon thee be Baha E1 -Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washing- 
ton, D. C., April 20, 1910.) 


Mrs. Marie A. Watson is now in New York City. 

Mr. John H. Wilcott and his mother, formerly 
of Kenosha, Wis., are now settled on a claim at 
Kendall, Mont., and expect to be located there for 
the coming fourteen months. They would appre- 
ciate letters from the friends. 
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BOSTON. 

On May 15th about forty people were gathered, 
in Beckton Hall to hear Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, 
of New York City. So truly did Mr. Woodcock 
bring to us the Spirit of Acca that it was difficult 
to realize we were so many thousand miles apart. 
The Message was so simply and clearly given that 
even strangers were touched by it. 

It is ever a blessing to come in contact with 
those who have sojourned in that Holy House- 
hold and the Boston Assembly is grateful for hav- 
ing had this opportunity. 

In the afternoon a few of the believers met at 
the home of Mr. Austen in Jamaica Plain, and in 
the evening Mr. Woodcock shared again with 
others in Allston his experiences of Acca. 

Humility and reverence are two distinct char- 
acteristics brought by all who have been in the 
presence of Abdul-Baha. Those two greatly needed 
elements in our American life, coupled with the 
fire of enthusiasm they all have, make a strong 
setting for the love which they bring from Him 
whose life is all Love and Service. 

Grace Robarts. 

CHICAGO. 

Mr. M. T. Basheer of Port Said, arrived in Chi- 
cago, May 30th, and is staying with Dr. Zia M. 
Baghdadi. 

Miss Clara C. Tychsen, who has been ill at the 
Henrotin-Memorial Hospital for the past few 
weeks is now at home and improving rapidly. 

The Librarian of the House of Spirituality re- 
ports having received about sixty Tablets for 
preservation in the archives during the past 
month. 

Mr. Arthur S. Agnew has gone to Colorado on a 
two Weeks’ trip and expects to visit the Denver 
Assembly. 

The Nineteen-Day Feast of May 17th was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lesch, 3540 W. 
Monroe St. A. R. W. 

The Nineteen-Day Tea of the Woman’s Assembly 
of Teaching was held at the home of Mrs. Louise 
R. Waite, 5217 Winthrop Ave., Monday afternoon. 
May 23rd. It being the anniversary of the Declara- 
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tion of the Bah, a special program was prepared 
dealing with the life of the Bah. Dr. Zia M. 
Baghdadi gave a most interesting and instructive 
talk upon the subject. It was also the annual 
election day of the Executive Board for the en- 
suing year and the following were elected: 

President Mrs. Ida Brush 

Vice-President Mrs. Mary B. Grayson 

Recording- Secretary Mrs. Fannie G. Lesch. 

Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Louise R. Waite 

Treasurer . . . .Mrs. Cecilia M. Harrison 

Chairman Visiting Committee . . . Mrs. Marie L. Hopper 
Chairman Philanthropic Committee Mrs. E. Grace Foster 

Chairman Sick Committee Mrs. Christine Loeding 

Chairman Educational Committee . Miss Laura E. Jones 
Chairman Organization Committee Mrs. Louise R. Waite 
Chairman Program Committee. . Mrs. Fannie G. Lesch 

The work, as shown by the annual reports of the 
officers and chairmen, has been most encouraging 
and the spirit of zeal and loving service is strongly 
manifested by all. Louise R. Waite. 

Mr. James Gudgeon departed on May 26th, aged 
69 years, beloved husband of Bertha Viola, who 
survives him. He was born in England and came 
to this city over thirty years ago. He received the 
Bahai Revelation from his wife and became a firm 
believer and attended all the meetings regularly, 
and passed away with the Greatest Name on his 
lips. He was buried from his late residence 839 N. 
Hoyne Ave., on Sunday, May 29th, a very large 
number of Bahais being present. The Bahai serv- 
ice was conducted by Mr. George Lesch after 
which a great many of those present accompanied 
the remains to Forest Home Cemetery where 
prayers were said and Mr. Gudgeon was tenderly 
laid to rest. The Bahai pallbearers were Messrs. 
James Murphy, Lars Johnson, George Lesch and 
J. F. Carmichael. J. F. Carmichael. 

DENVER. 

Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm visited Denver, May 3rd. 
About forty truth seekers, who were interested in 
the Revelation of Baha’o’llah, gathered at the 
home of Mrs. Nash to hear him tell of the great 
Spirit of Baha’o’llah and Abdul-Baha now pre- 
vading the world of mankind. Those present re- 
ceived with enthusiasm his description of the 
work already accomplished by these lives lived 
among men and the wonderful spirit displayed by 
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the Bah. Other homes were also opened to Mr. 
Wilhelm and it was greatly regretted that he could 
not remain with us longer. Ella T. Nash. 

JOHNSTOWN, N. Y. 

The Bahai Assembly of Johnstown, N. Y., holds 
a regular meeting at 7 Hoosac street, the home of 
Mrs. Emily Gustin. The nineteen-day Feast or 
Supper of the Lord is also regularly observed. 

This Assembly has received special bounty in 
the visits of dear believers during the past year: 
Mr. Wilhelm, Mr. Remey and Mrs. Mary Hanford 
Ford. The precious souls who are privileged of 
God to visit the various Assemblies have some- 
thing to give, and to us, each visitor brings bless- 
ing, light and love. 

Hudson, Clinton, Mica, Cortland, Pavilion and 
Oswego, N. Y., each has a believer — Oswego having 
two to uphold the standard of the Cause. These 
dear ones, not having the blessing of an Assembly, 
need, perhaps, our especial care. If traveling 
Bahais can visit any of the above named places, 
much good will be done in strengthening these 
Isolated ones. The names and addresses will be 
gladly given to any one upon application to Mrs. 
Margaret LaGrange, 42 E. Main street, Johns- 
town, Secretary of the Assembly. 

May blessing and love in His Name be upon 
every soul. Praise God, the Day of Unity is dawn- 
ing, the Day wherein the Mashrak-el-Azkar is to 
be built. Ella C. Quant. 

NEW YORK CITY. 

The usual meetings in New York are being held, 
except at Mr. Dodge’s on Sunday afternoons and 
Mrs. Gannett’s on Tuesday afternoons, which have 
been discontinued for the present. 

The Brooklyn Assembly has given up its hall at 
Lockwood Academy for its meetings on Sunday 
evening, and the meetings are now held at Mr. 
MacNutt’s at 3 o’clock Sunday afternoon. 

Sunday, May 15th, Mr. Woodcock spent in Bos- 
ton by invitation and addressed that Assembly. He 
reports that there is a growing interest in Boston, 
and was greatly encouraged by his visit there. 

The Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab 
was celebrated at Mr. Kinney’s on the evening of 
May 23rd. James F. Brittingham. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

The Philadelphia Assembly hold meetings every 
Friday and Sunday evenings, meeting at the homes 
of the believers going in alphabetical order. The 
meetings are full of the spirit of love, the believers 
being united as one soul in many bodies. Our aim 
is to ever strive to hold aloft the snow-white ban- 
ner of unity. Every nineteen days we commemor- 
ate the nineteen-day Feast, and it is a heavenly 
spiritual Feast of the Love of God. 

Our Assembly was favored by a visit from Miss 
Annie T. Boylan, of New York, while she was on 
her return from the Convention held in Chi- 
cago, at which she was a New York delegate. Her 
visit to our Assembly was very helpful to all who 
attended the meeting and many thanks from our- 
Assembly are due to her for her kindness. 

The Message is being continually spread in this 
city. There is much work being done in a quiet 
way. Jessie E. Revell. 

PORTLAND, OREGON. 

Recently, a Dr. Buchanan, who is not a Bahai, 
gave an interesting lecture at Fellowship Hall. 
His subject was: “A Commercial Prophecy Soon, 
to be Fulfilled.” He stated that a survey had been 
made by Captain Cameron of the Royal Navy and 
now in the British Admiralty Office in London. 
This survey is to build a canal from Acca to the 
river Jordan, thence to the Dead Sea, filling it up 
to the level of the Mediterranean Sea, showing 
clearly that the two last chapters of Ezekiel w-ill 
be literally fulfilled. Later, we had the opportu- 
nity of delivering to him The Message, with which 
he was much impressed. 

He delivered, one afternoon, at the Women’s 
Club, a splendid address on the economic question. 
The three principal points of his lecture were: 
1st, National Co-operation; 2d, Commercial Co- 
operation, and 3rd, Religious Co-operation. He 
showed clearly that Jerusalem was to be the great 
co-operative center of the world, and just before 
the close of his talk he gave The Message, telling 
of the coming of the Bab, Baha’o’llah and Abdul- 
Baha, and ended by saying: “Who knows but that 
this great Bahai Message is to be the great co- 
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operative religion of the world. For does it not 
come from the center and at the very time spoken 
of in our Bible!” 

The Portland Assembly feels that the friends 
will be glad to know that The Message is even 
being given by those who are not professed be- 
lievers. 

Bahai greetings from our Assembly to all. 

(Mrs.) Hattie Latimer. 

(Mrs.) Mary M. Rabl). 


LETTER FROM DR. MOODY. 

Teheran, Persia, April 23, 1910. 

Dearest Gertrude: * * * This beautiful Rizwan 
is bringing many blessings. I attended a woman’s 
meeting on Thursday where more than fifty were 
present and the warmth of Bahai love was again 
felt. * * * Yesterday was a glorious day. In 

the afternoon, the Bahais divided into three groups 
and went to three different gardens outside of the 
city to discuss the subject of the girls’ school and 
raise the funds. The young men took charge of 
the matter. The meeting which I attended raised 
nearly five hundred dollars — that is a great sum 
for Persia just now. 

Mirza Ali Akbar, a new arrival from Acca, read 
one of the Tablets for the martyrs and then said: 
■“Your relatives and friends gave up their lives 
for the Cause, and all that we are asked to do to- 
day is to educate the children. Shall we not do 
it?” Then he chanted the Tablet concerning “Edu- 
cation.” 

* * * The Bahai News has been of great 

service already in the Cause. 

Great love for all from all, 

Susan I. Moody. 

The Theosophic Messenger for June contains an 
article by Harriet Tooker Felix upon the Bahai 
Revelation, written from the Theosophic view 
point. In spite of the divergence of opinion be- 
tween Theosophists and Bahais as to reincarnation 
and the Station of Baha’o’llah and Abdul-Baha, 
the article expresses a sympathy for the Bahai 
movement that will interest Bahais. 
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TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Through his honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, to the 
believers of God, Chicago, 111. 

Upon them be Baha’o’llah E1-Abha! 



Standing ( left to right ) — Mr. Windust, Mr. Remey, Mrs. True, Mr 
Lesch, Mrs. Brush. Mr. Hall, Mr. Brush, Mr. Chase, Mr. Jacobsen 
Mr. Currier. 

Seated (left to right) — Mr..Scheffler, Mr. Struven, Mr. Agnew, Mr. 
Woodworth, Mr. Fuller. 

HE IS GOD! 

O ye merciful friends and the respected spiritual 
maid-servants ! 

Your blessed photograph* was received and stud- 
ied. It imparted unmeasurable happiness. Praise 
be to God! that the faces are illumined, the hearts 

* Refers to above photograph taken of the committee 
gathered to examine the plans submitted by architects 
for the Mashrak-el-Azkar, at the residence of Mrs. 
Corinne True, Chicago, August 1, 1909. 
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are the rose-gardens of the love of God and the 
spirits are rejoiced through the divine Glad-tidings. 
Thank ye God that ye have assembled your like- 
nesses upon one page. All of you are the sons and 
daughters of the Kingdom, are in perfect harmony 
and united, attracted and enkindled. 

Just as these bodies are assembled together, so 
the hearts are attuned with the music of heaven 
and the souls enraptured with the melody of Truth. 
Ye are all waves of one sea, rays of one sun, trees 
of one orchard and flowers of one garden. The 
power of the Kingdom hath assembled you to- 
gether, and I hope that you may become assisted 
in such wise as to raise the canopy of the oneness 
of the kingdom of humanity, to unfurl the banner 
of love and kindness among the sons of men, to 
perfume the nostrils with the Fragrances of the 
Paradise of Abha and to illumine the hearts of the 
people of the world with the splendors of the Sun 
of Truth. 

Upon ye be Baha El- Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdtil-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb. 28, 1910, 
Washington, D. C.) 

Through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab to the friends of 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Upon them be Baha’o’leah-EI-Abha! 
he is god! 

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom! 

Your brief and interesting letter was perused. 
Although it was brief, yet in reality it was a de- 
tailed book. Every word was a letter, for it con- 
tained the oneness of the realm of humanity, and 
it was a proof of the oneness and concord among 
the friends and maid-servants of God. Today all 
the communities of the world are engaged in fight- 
ing and quarreling with each other. There is a 
religious strife, a sectarian strife, racial bias, pat- 
riotism, political contentions, commercial compe- 
tition, industrial rivalry and a battle to defend 
their honor. 

In reality these strifes are continual, and there 
is no cessation or interruption thereto. Now con- 
sider ye with what power and strength, love and 
devotion, union and harmony, happiness and joy 
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the friends of God must arise, so that they may 
reconcile and crystallize together these different 
fighting and quarreling communities. Were it not 
for the confirmations of the Word of God the real- 
ization of these facts would have heen impossible 
and improbable. But the confirmation of the King- 
dom of God, the penetration of the Word of God, 
the illumination of the Divine Teachings, the in- 
structions and advices of Baha’o'llah will solve 
these problems and ere long the Tabernacle of the 
Oneness of humanity will be raised in all regions, 
the beloved will find great rejoicing and beatitude 
and like unto the luminous stars they will shine 
from the horizon of sanctity. 

Upon ve be Baha E1 -Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, 

D. C., May 4, 1910.) 

Through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, to the Bahai As- 
sembly of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dr. Pauline B. Peeke, Ella F. Priday, 

E. C. B. Peeke, Kathryn Preston, 

Emma K. Noble, Mrs. J. Clark, 

Myrtle Perkins Swingle, Albert J. West, 

Dr. C. M. Swingle, Minnie E. Gredsann, 

Mildred Emily Swingle, Ahmad Sohrab. 

Eva Mae Swingle, 

HE IS GOD! 

O ye i brothers and sisters of Abdul-Baha! 

Your letter was received. The meeting which 
was established in the home of Dr. Pauline was 
an illumined gathering and merciful assembly. 
Should ye remain firm and steadfast, know ye of 
a certainty that ye will be assisted by the help of 
the Kingdom of Abha and confirmed in the service 
in the Realm of Truth, for through the power of 
the Word of God and the breaths of the Holy 
Spirit the universal forces of the angels of heaven 
are drawn in battle array on the plain of the Su- 
preme Apex and are expecting to assist and make 
victorious that soul who is hastening toward the 

field of the Kingdom. 

Upon ye be Baha El- Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated bv Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, 
D. C., May 4, 1910.) 
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Through Mirza Ahmad, to the friends and maid- 
servants of God, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Upon them be Baha’oTxah-E1-Abha ! 
he is god! 

O ye who are favored- in the Threshold of the 
Almighty! 

Your letter was a rose-garden of significances 
and from it the fragrance of the Love of God was 
exhaled. The friends can talk with each other 
without the lips or tongue, and without the as- 
sistance of pen, ink and paper they correspond 
with each other in the world of heart and spirit. 
Your brief letter was an indication of those de- 
tailed letters. It was the essence of truths and 
contained innumerable meanings. Therefore, in 
reality I read in your letter a book, and I felt 
that all of you are illumined by the light of guid- 
ance, are soaring in the infinite sphere of the love 
of God, like unto the birds singing wonderful melo- 
dies in this rose-garden and like unto the night- 
ingale chanting harmonious songs and music. We 
expect that day after day this melody will become 
sweeter, this symphony more wonderful and this 
song more exquisite. It is assured that the con- 
firmations of God will assist that gathering to 
progress; the boundless gifts will increase and il- 
lumine all with the light of guidance. 

Upon them be Baha’o’llah-EI-Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, 
D. C„ May 4, 1910.) 

Extracts from a Tablet to a California Believer: 

he is god! 

I beg of God that the means of thy composure 
may be brought about, that thou mayest be released 
from the fetters of this world, become a nightin- 
gale, be freed from the cage of the attachment of 
this earth and soar heavenward in the atmosphere 
of joy. 

Regarding the use of liquors: According to the 
texts of the Book of Akdas, both light and strong 
drinks are prohibited. The reason for this prohi- 
bition is that it leads the mind astray and is the 
cause of weakening the body. If alcohol were 
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beneficial, it would have been brought into the 
world by the divine creation and not by the effort 
of man. Whatever is beneficial for man exists in 
creation. Now, it has been proved and is estab- 
lished medically and scientifically that liquors are 
harmful. 

Therefore the meaning of that which is writ- 
ten in the Tablets: “I have chosen for thee what- 
soever is in the heaven and earth,” signifies those 
things which are according to the divine creation 
and not the things which are harmful. For in- 
stance, poison is one of the things: now, can we 
say that poisons are to be used habitually because 
God has created them for man? However, spiritu- 
ous liquors, if prescribed by a physician for the 
patient and their use is necessary, then they may 
be used as directed. 

In brief, I hope that thou mayest find eternal 
bliss and receive inexhaustible joy and happiness. 
The after effect of drinking is depression, but the 
wine of the Love of God bestows exaltation of the 
spirit. 

Upon thee be Baha E1 -Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

he is god! 

O thou seeker after the knowledge of numbers ! 

Thy letter was received. The science of num- 
bers is one of the common sciences, but the aim 
of Abdul-Baha is, that the Heavenly Knowledge 
and Divine Wisdom encircle the world of existence. 

Shouldst thou desire to become my pupil thou 
must acquire the Mysteries of God and attain to 
the Knowledges and Sciences of the Kingdom — for 
they are the cause of the life of the world and the 
salvation of humanity. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated bv Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, 
D. C., May 27th, 1910.) 


A recent letter from Mrs. Marie A. Watson in- 
forms us that she is now settled in her new home, 
“The Knickerbocker,” 794 East 158th St., New York 
City, which is open at all times to inquirers or the 
friends from any or everywhere. 
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LETTER FROM MR. SPRAGUE. 

Teheran, Persia, May 21, 1910. 

My dear Brother Ahmad: Your two letters, en- 
closing check for £61, were received last week. 
Yesterday I presented your letters to the Spiritual 
Assembly and at the same time were read two 
Tablets from Abdul-Baha giving his permission to 
the believers to accept the offering from America 
for the Tarbiat school. * * * The believers are 
going to discuss this matter at a special meeting 
next Wednesday and then an answer will be sent 
to you. At last I am happy to say things are mov- 
ing here, and I hope the next time I write I can 
send the names of the boys we have picked out 
and also a report of what the committee has done. 
I think the present committee that we have for 
the Tarbiat school will also take charge of the af- 
fairs of the Persian-American Educational Society. 

I hope you will pardon my not writing more 
often. One reason is, there was nothing definite 
to write until the permission came from Acea; 
another reason, that I have more than one man 
can do. I have a good aid in the school now — 
Mirza Yousef Khan — so will have more leisure. 
Every day new pupils are coming. During the 
past ten weeks seventy have been enrolled and the 
school is too small and we must soon build a new 
school. 

Last week we had a reception in the school 
which was very successful. The fathers of the 
children were present and several notable persons, 
such as Prince Farman-Farma, Sheik-or-Rais, the 
American Minister, Mr. Russell, et al. The boys 
delivered talks in English, French, Persian and 
Arabic, went through a military drill and sang 
patriotic songs. Mr. Russell seemed very pleased 
with all he saw. * * * The pictures were taken, 
which I will send to you. Roy Wilhelm had sent 
a fountain pen to be given to the boy who made 
the best progress, and this was given and created 
a good impression among the visitors. 

Have I told you about the girls’ school? It 
looks as though we would have one started soon. 
On the first day of the Feast of the Rizwan our 
young men’s society — the Mahfele-Morattab — of 
which I am a member, held a meeting in one of 
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the gardens in order to raise money for this pur- 
pose. In one day oyer 600 toumans was raised, 
and with the help that comes from America we 
ought to have a very good school for girls. A letter 
has been written to Acca, asking for a woman 
teacher. Of course the believers in America will 
choose the one best fitted. * * * I am expecting 
to leave in a month for Acca, so whoever is ap- 
pointed can start from America in July, meet me 
in Acca and then return with me to Persia in 
September. 

Probably you have heard from Dr. Fareed of my 
great good fortune — that I am to marry one of our 
Oriental spiritual sisters, and so the second East 
and West marriage among the believers will take 
place. Does not the fact that Abdul-Baha granted 
his permission show that great changes have taken 
place in Persia? I shall bring my wife to Teheran 
and take a home and settle down in a true Persian 
fashion. 

I have not been able to see much of Miss Russell, 
the daughter of the American minister, as I have 
so little time to make calls. I spoke to her about 
teaching in the girls’ school and she said she was 
quite ready to come. I will write her to visit the 
school some day soon. 

Greeting to all the friends and best wishes to 
yourself. Yours faithfully in the Cause, 

Sydney Sprague. 


On Sunday, June 12th, the Yaheed Choral So- 
ciety visited the Kenosha Assembly and repeated 
the musical program of the late Convention. It 
was a perfect day and the hospitality of the Ke- 
nosha friends knew no bounds. Upon their ar- 
rival, the singers and visiting friends from other 
nearby Assemblies partook of a lavish feast, after 
which a service was held and short speeches from 
the visiting friends interspersed the musical pro- 
gram, which was added to by the young musicians 
of the Kenosha Assembly. Throughout the day 
the wonderful Abha Spirit was manifested, and 
the Choral Society desires to extend, through this 
medium, to the Kenosha friends, its deep apprecia- 
tion of the pleasure afforded upon this memorable 
occasion. Louise R. Waite, Pres. V. G. S. 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 



MONTH 

NAME 

FEAST DATS 

1st 


Mar. 

21 

2nd 


. . . .Apr. 

9 

3rd 

Jamal (Beauty) 

. . . .Apr. 

28 

4th 


May 17 

5 th 


June 

5 

6th 


June 

24 

7th 


July 13 

8th 


. . .Aug. 

1 

9th 


. . . Aug. 

20 

10th 


. . .Sept. 

8 

11th 


. . . Sept. 

27 

12th 



16 

13th 


Nov. 

4 

14th 

Koul (Saying) 

Nov. 

23 

15th 


.... Dec. 

12 

16 th 


. . . .Dec. 

31 

17th 


i • » • • J £LH* 

19 

18th 


. . . .Feb. 

7 


(Four intercalary days.) 



19 th 


.... Mar. 

2 


(Month of fasting) 




ALLAH’O’ABHA! 

The following article appeared in the daily 
press of recent date, and is an evidence of the 
workings of the Spirit of this Great Day as out- 
lined in the Tablets to the Persian-American Edu- 
cational Society, published in our last issue: 

( Special Cable to the Chicago Daily News from Paris, 
France, June 14.) 

“Americans : Rejuvenated Turkey bids you welcome. 
This is the message I would like to give to America on 
behalf of the people of Turkey through the columns of 
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the Daily News. The Ottoman empire extends its hands 
to the merchants and travelers of all nations. The 
door at last is wide open and the old regime is dead 
beyond hope of resurrection.” 

These words were addressed with the fervor of pa- 
triotism to the correspondent of the Daily News today 
by Ismail Djenany Bey, prefect of Constantinople, who 
has just arrived in Paris as the head of a mission of 
about fifty representative Turks, including government 
officials, soldiers, bankers, the heads of state mon- 
opolies and merchants. 

The door, indeed, is open, for the mission is the first 
of a series intended to carry Turkey’s message of good- 
will to all the world and within two years it is ex- 
pected that a similar mission will invade America. 

Djenany Bey, a little blond man who, except for the 
inevitable red fez, might be mistaken for an American, 
welcomed the correspondent cordially. 

“Americans have already done much to aid Turkey 
in its struggle for betterment,” he exclaimed, “and 
they may have a chance to do even more for us. We 
hope to interest American merchants, engineers and 
travelers in our country.” 

“Americans might hesitate to go there,” it was sug- 
gested, “because the memory of the Armenian massa- 
cres that occurred a few years ago would give them 
the impression that Turkey was unsafe.” 

“All that is past,” said the Constantinople represen- 
tative with emphasis. “It will never happen again. 
The world must realize that Turkey is no longer the 
place it once was. The young Turks are in absolute 
control and a spirit of progress rules the empire. The 
projects of American and other firms for lighting Con- 
stantinople by electricity are even now being consid- 
ered. More railroads are needed. Schools for both 
men and women are being established and the former 
fanaticism is no longer tolerated.” 

God speed the Oriental-Occidental Interdepend- 
ence Society! 


THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 


The Financial Secretary, Mrs. Corinne True, re- 
ports the following payments due this month: The 
third note of $5,000 due June 24th. Semi-annual 
interest on the extended mortgage of $12,500. In- 
terest on the fourth $5,000 note, due next January. 


She also sends the following letter from Mr. 
Remey, which tells of the latest contribution from 


the Orient: 


1527 New Hamphire Ave., 
Washington, D, C., June 15, 1910. 


Mrs. Corinne True, Chicago, 111. 

Dear Bahai Sister : Your kind letter to Howard and 
to me came to us on our way to the Holy City as we 
were passing by Port Said. 

When we met Abdul-Baha we asked him if he had 
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any further instructions regarding the Temple work. 
The only instructions which he gave us were regarding 
the Unity of the believers in this great work. That, 
■we learned, as before taught, is the all necessary thing. 
The design, style, construction and all else of the build- 
ing should be but as after thoughts when we consider 
them with this great unity of the souls of the believ- 
ers, which is the real Temple, the Spiritual Temple ! 
Incidentally Abdul-Baha said that the Temple should 
be as beautiful as the friends could make it, but this 
was but a side remark when compared with his dis- 
courses upon the Spiritual Temple which is the unity 
and solidarity of the believers. 

You know how interested I have been in the material 
side of the Temple. Well, now since this last visit to 
Abdul-Baha this interest has become secondary to the 
immaterial work which must first be accomplished. 

I left Howard in Europe. A postal from him yes- 
terday tells me that he is traveling in Europe, where 
he will visit several of our Bahai centers. He will 
return to the States sometime during the summer. I 
am here in Washington again to settle down and as- 
similate and try to give to others some of the many 
blessings received in the Holy Land and from our 
people in the many countries visited during the past 
year. 

Enclosed I send you a check for £135 (one hundred 
and thirty five pounds sterling) which Abdul-Baha is 
sending for the Temple from the believers in the East. 

As yet I have not gotten a hold of matters and 
work. Now, please tell me if there is any way in 
which I can help you with the Temple work. Soon I 
will be busily engaged in material work, but I will 
make time and opportunity for the Bahai work. 

Please give my love and greeting to all and let me 
know how I can help you. 

Yours in EI-Abha, 

Charles Mason Rerney. 

LETTER FROM MANDALAY. 

Mandalay, April 11, 1910. 
My dear brothers and sisters in the Cause of God: 

Your missive concerning the Mashrak-El-Azkar 
brought the breeze of the love of those beloved 
ones who are trying with all their strength to 
serve in the field of God. At the command of 
Abdul-Baha you are giving these things to weak, 
hungry and thirsty ones. 

We were made happy by the welcome arrival of 
Mr. Remey and Mr. Struven, whom we had so 
earnestly longed to see and hear from them of 
their visit in China, Japan and Honolulu, where 
they met with those beloved of God. 

In our country there are about four hundred 
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new believers in a village called Koon-Jan-Ghone, 
near Rangoon, where our two American brothers 
reached. God has conferred great benefits upon 
them. The villagers were so unkind to each other 
that they did not give each other their things of 
trifling value; but now they are free from such 
things. This is from the power of the Word ot 
God. 

Though we live in separate countries, your love 
comes to us, passing through oceans and mountains 
which separate us from you. In our Mandalay 
there are about one hundred and fifty beloved ones 
who are weaker in knowledge and worldly man- 
ners and things than you, but same in spirit, soul 
and belief. Today many paths are opened. I do 
not know why it is that Koon-Jan-Ghone has more 
believers than Mandalay, for the inhabitants of 
Mandalay know more Koran and many accounts of 
their religion than those of Koon-Jan-Ghone. 
Though we are weak and negligent, God is power- 
ful and kind and Healer of all sufferings! Abdul- 
Baha is walking in the work of Servitude and he 
is our Guide, Example and Master, and his com- 
mands are the swift healing antidote. 

Our country is so small and weak that no one 
ventures to make investigation of our religion, 
though we announce the teachings and publish 
them. Abdul-Baha is the King of Servitude over 
the whole world, striving to unite all the different 
peoples and let them enjoy peace and tranquillity 
of Paradise. Through the power of Baha all the 
problems of the world are to be solved, overcom- 
ing all the difficulties. We are all getting and 
keeping good health and doing the duty which all 
the ancient Prophets desired to do and prayed to 
God to meet with these days of blessing. He is the 
Ocean of oceans which can never be emptied, and 
from this Ocean great quantities of water are 
conducted by rivers which make the countries fer- 
tile when they receive it. We were pleased to re- 
ceive such clear Water and are giving it to all 
thirsty ones who come and receive it. 

Give our love and greetings to all the beloved 
of God. j n His Holy Name, 

Maung Ba Kya. 
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BALTIMORE. 

A series of informal out-door meetings will be 
given by the Baltimore Assembly during June, July 
and August, at the home of Mrs. Rose Struven, on 
Sundays at 3 p. m. Among the speakers expected 
are the following: Mrs. Pauline Hannen, Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab, Mr. Hooper Harris, Mons. H. Drey- 
fus, Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, Mrs. E. C. Getsinger, 
Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Mr. Howard MacNutt, Mr. 
Charles Mason Remey. 

CHICAGO. 

The Unity Feast of June 5th, held at the resi- 
dence of Mrs. E. F. Davies, 5847 LaSalle St., was 
an occasion of spiritual uplifting to the many who 
attended. 

Mrs. Corinne True is now at her summer home 
in Fruitport, Mich., which is an active Bahai cen- 
ter. Mrs. Louise R. Waite is spending a couple of 
weeks with her. 

Mrs. Eva Webster Russell and Miss Beatrice 
Davies expect to leave Chicago about July 1st for 
an eastern trip and summer outing. They wull 
visit the Washington, D. C., and Baltimore Assem- 
blies, then go to Norfolk, Va., and from there to 
New York City. Miss Davies will return to Chi- 
cago from New York and Mrs. Russell will go to 
Providence, R. I., returning home some time in 
August. 

LONDON, ENGLAND. 

The Bahai News comes to us with refreshing tid- 
ings of progress in all lands. 

Our hearts have been made glad with the su- 
premest joy in hearing the verbal messages brought 
us by Miss Buckton and Miss Schepel who have 
spent a few weeks at Acca. Miss Buckton is a 
strong club woman here and her return has been 
the means of spreading the “Glad-tidings” among 
many who otherwise would have waited long for 
this Message. 

At a recent meeting Mons. Dreyfus, of Paris, 
gave us an inspiring talk. He was en route for 
America. This address was listened to with much 
interest by a good number of believers who gather 
each Friday evening at 10 Chemiston Gardens, Ken- 
sington. 
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Two feasts have been given at Dr. Fisher’s at- 
tractive studio in Trentishoe Mansions. As the 
believers are scattered, these Feasts have been 
largely attended in the afternoon. At these gath- 
erings Bahais have come from Eastborne, Surrey, 
Hornsey and Essex. Many were able to avail them- 
selves of this meeting by holding it on a week 
day. Dr. Fisher has also been giving a series of 
lectures on the “Seven Valleys” Friday evenings. 
These were interrupted by his recent visit to 
America. We are to have the next Feast at his 
studio, where it is hoped many will gather to wel- 
come Dr. Fisher back to London. 

We are grateful to Mrs. Brittingham, Mrs. Bar- 
nard and Mr. Wilhelm, of New York City, for litera- 
ture as well as personal letters which have been 
read to the Assembly from time to time. 

Khosroe Bohman, from Burmah, is visiting the 
London Assembly. He tells us the growth of unity 
is rapidly spreading through the Bahai Cause. His 
beautiful expositions of Truth are picturesque and 
impressive. He speaks English understandingly. 

The Assembly is splendidly harmonious and 
growing healthily. C. B. 

NEW YORK CITY. 

The New York Assembly has been greatly favored 
by the presence of and beautiful talks from our 
Bahai brother Mons. Hippolyte Dreyfus of Paris, 
France. 

Mr. Kinney has gone out of the city, with his 
family, for the summer, and the Sunday evening 
meetings, which were held in his studio, will be 
held, instead, in the home of other believers. Miss 
Philips, in whose studio some beautiful occasional 
meetings have been held throughout the winter, has 
also gone out of New York for the summer. The 
Wednesday evening meeting for Bible instruction 
in the studio of Mrs. Gannett, “The Chelsea,” 222 
West 23rd St., is yet open; also the regular Friday 
evening meetings held in Miss Thompson’s studio, 
119 East 19th St. 

The Genealogical Hall meetings (226 West 58th 
St), held every Sunday morning, have hitherto 
been closed during July and August, but during the 
present summer will be regularly continued there. 
On June 5th the nineteen day Feast was held in 



14 


BAHAI NEWS 


Bronx Park. In our Genealogical Hall Sunday 
morning meetings the first half of the hour is given 
to the reading of the Word by the one who con- 
ducts the meeting, followed by a brief talk from 
some one of the friends. This meeting is conducted 
by both our brothers and sisters in the Cause of 
God. Always the hymns, composed by Mrs. Waite, 
are sung and often a sacred solo is rendered, gen- 
erally by Miss Edith Magee. A Bahai chant, com- 
posed by one of our early New York believers, 
Mrs. Gibbons, is also sometimes sung as a solo. 
These Sunday morning meetings are becoming in- 
creasingly beautiful in spirit. 

By permission from Abdul-Baha, Dr. Sarah Clock, 
of New York Assembly, will soon go to Persia in 
professional services. 

We greatly regret to state the illnesses of the fol- 
lowing brothers in these vicinities: Mr. Howard 
MacNutt, who is reported to be better, and Mr. J. 
Otis Wilhelm who is not yet out of danger. 

Isabella, D. Brittingham. 

PASADENA, CALIF. 

Our meetings are growing in interest and attend- 
ance. The great love which is being poured out so 
abundantly from our “Home” is attracting the souls 
and dear ones are being gathered in who will bring 
others. 

Miss Hammond and Miss Wise returned last 
week from a ten-days trip to the Mojave Desert, 
San Bernardino County, Calif. They gave the 
Message everywhere, going and coming, and held 
Bahai meetings on the desert. H. C. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Since the last letter from Washington, there 
have been several happenings of importance here. 
On Saturday, June 4th, Mr. Charles Mason Remey 
returned, after an absence of a year, during which 
time he has traveled around the world in the in- 
terest of the Cause. Mr. Remey brought with him 
a Persian brother, Farajullah Khan, who will re- 
main in Washington for some time. Farrajullah 
Khan is a son of the Vizier of Isphahan, who has 
held this important office for 35 years, although 
known as a Bahai during all that time. This 
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Vizier is one of the most important personages in 
the Cause, and it is the command of Abdul-Baha 
that his son be shown every loving courtesy by the 
American believers. It is his plan to remain in 
Washington for some time, studying the American 
form of government and occidental methods in gen- 
eral. Mr. Remey reports that all is well in Haifa, 
where our beloved Abdul-Baha is meeting many 
pilgrims, and seems to be in the best of health. 
His instructions being to return to America by the 
most direct route, Mr. Remey did not remain to 
visit the European Assemblies. Mr. Howard Stru- 
ven, his traveling companion, was left at Port 
Said, it being his intention to visit the believers in 
Egypt and in Europe, he having been given the 
messages from Abdul-Baha to the friends in those 
regions. Mr. Struven’s return is indefinite, within 
a period of from three weeks to several months. 
Space will not permit of even a condensed state- 
ment of the news brought; the general tone was 
most inspiring, both as to progress and the neces- 
sity for further effort. Particularly in India and 
Japan, American teachers, men and women, are 
needed in the Cause. Good business opportunities 
exist for these, who can devote their time largely 
to the Cause. To anyone interested full particulars 
will be given by addressing the Washington As- 
sembly. 

The Washington delegates from the Temple 
Unity Convention arrived home in time for the 
meeting of Friday, April 29th. Much interest was 
manifested in their report, and a Temple Unity 
Committee was formed to devise means for raising 
funds for the Mashrak-el-Azkar. It is hoped that 
important work will be done in that direction. The 
receipt of the Baiiai News embodying the official 
report has awakened further interest. Many good 
ideas were brought from the Chicago Assembly, 
which we hope to incorporate into our methods. 
Particularly is this true of the music, which was 
found such an inspiring feature of the meetings 
there. 

At the Unity Feast, May 17th, a goodly number 
-were present. Mrs. Helen S. Moss and Miss Mayo 
were the hostesses; Mrs. F. J. Woodward read Tab- 
lets; Esther Hughes, of the Bahai Sunday school. 
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gave the Message very effectively, and Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab spoke. 

On May 23rd, the Anniversary of the Declaration 
of the Bab was celebrated. To a large audience 
formed in a semi-circle around the Hall, Dr. Ameen 
Ullah Fareed gave details of the transfer of the 
body of the blessed Bab from its temporary resting- 
place in Persia to the tomb on Mount Carmel. All 
present were deeply impressed with the spirit and 
power of this historic incident, in which Mirza 
Assad Ullah and Dr. Fareed were participants, 
sharing with Abdul-Baha the knowledge of the 
secret resting-place of the body. 

The Unity Feast of June 5th, was set aside as 
one in which the colored believers joined. It was 
held at the Washington Conservatory of Music, and 
the attendance was most gratifying, between 75 and 
100 being present. A number of these were stran- 
gers, showing the growing interest. At this meet- 
ing Farajullah Khan was present and addressed the 
friends, being given the Abha Greeting by the 
entire audience. A most interesting program was 
followed by refreshments, and many hearts were 
touched by the Glad-tidings of the Kingdom. 

The Sunday-school meetings will continue 
through June. It has been our good fortune to 
meet a number of the friends who were visiting 
here, during the season, on Sunday mornings, and 
this, with the bible study, has enabled us to fill 
these Sunday morning meetings with a great spirit- 
ual uplift. 

The regular meetings on Friday evenings, at 
8:15, will be held during the summer, at the Gareis- 
sen Studio, 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 

Mrs. Getsinger is visiting in New York, and Dr. 
Fareed is in Atlantic City. Some of the friends 
are leaving for their summer homes or stopping- 
places. A nucleus always remains to continue the 
work at home. 

The Acca notes of Mrs. Finch, Misses Fanny and 
Alma Knobloch, will soon be issued in attractive 
booklet form. 

The address of the Assembly and individual mem- 
bers is Post Office Box 192. The Bahai Hospice is 
located at 214 “B” Street, South East, the resi- 
dence of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Ripley. 

Joseph H. Hannen. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA TO THE 
BELIEVERS OF GOD IN PERSIA. 

Upon them he the Glory of God, the Most Glorious! 

he is god! 

O God! O God! Verily, verily the reality of 
Thy Oneness is sanctified above ascent or descent, 
and the Sun of Thy Singleness is holy above ap- 
pearance or disappearance. Thou hast been in the 
mystery of Thine Identity and the eternality of 
Thine Existence; moving in the exaltation of Thy 
Sanctity and the loftiness of Thy Purity. The 
souls who penetrate through the facts of life can- 
not know Thee, and the minds which are imbued 
with the subtleties of the universe do not appre- 
hend Thee. Far from the spiders of imagination 
to weave the web of their weak thoughts in the 
imperial palaces of Thy Knowledge, and far from 
the birds of understanding to attempt soaring 
with their broken wings toward the golden apex 
of Thine Explanation! Verily, all the wings of 
effort are broken and will not reach the glorious 
heaven of Thy Singleness. The intellects are be- 
wildered and if they cannot comprehend one verse 
of the verses of Thine Omnipotence, how then can 
they perceive Thy Reality which surrounds all 
things and is not surrounded! Thy Holy and 
Sanctified Identity is beyond the knowledge of the 
wisest and mightiest in the world of emanation! 

O Lord! O Lord! Deliver the souls from the 
superstitions, that they may not imagine any dis- 
appearance for Thy Lights, any setting for Thy 
Luminary, any descent for Thy Reality, and any 
ascent for Thy Identity. For verily Thou art 
above all these qualifications and beyond all these 
attributes. Thou hast been and forever shalt be 
in Thine Inaccessible Station and Thine Unattain- 
able Position. The road is barred and the path 
is closed. Thy Proof is Thy Verses and Thy 
Path is Thy Dominion. 
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0 Lord! 0 Lord! These souls are righteous, 
their hearts attracted, their minds enkindled 
their ears opened, their eyes seeing, their spirits 
rejoiced, their breasts dilated, their realities con- 
tented, their identities, satisfied and their hearts 
attentive. They are supplicating toward Thee, 
turning their faces to Thee, and begging for Thy 
Mercy. 

O Lord! O Lord! Enkindle their lamps, ignite 
their torches, uplift their waves and open to them 
the Door of Bounty. 

O Lord! Adorn their gardens, beautify their 
orchards, illumine their faces, confirm their 
words, hoist their ensigns, commemorate their 
names, perfect their morals, cleanse their hearts, 
purify their breasts and glorify their counten- 
ances; so that the manifest light may be seen 
upon their brow, and the Bloom of Paradise in 
their faces. Verily, Thou art the Merciful, Thou 
art the Clement, the Compassionate and the An- 
cient! 

O ye friends of God! The waves of confirma- 
tions are successive and the hosts of assistance are 
drawn in battle array. The armies of the King- 
dom of Abha, like unto the waves of the Supreme 
Concourse, are tumultuous, and the Breezes of 
Providence wafting from the direction of Grace, 
rejuvenate with new life every faded and withered 
soul. The trees of the Garden of the Covenant 
are stirred into the utmost cheerfulness and the 
fruits of the Orchard of the Testament have 
reached the stage of perfection, sweetness and 
delicacy. The Majestic Palm produces luscious 
dates, and the Luminous Star shines with infinite 
brightness. The Zephyrs of the City of God bestow 
eternal life, and the Divine Wisdom grants spirit- 
ual insight. The Bounties of God are perfected on 
every side, and the Favors of the Most High have 
encircled all. Blessed are you! — and again, 
blessed are you! — for you have become the object 
of the Bestowals of the Beauty of Abha and the 
Center of the Revelations of the Mysteries of the 
Supreme Concourse. 

His honor Ameen* has given the utmost praise 

*Note : Ameen is one of the old, venerable, sancti- 
fied teachers of Persia. — Translator. 
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and commendation on behalf of all, saying that — 
Praise be to God! — all the friends in all parts of 
Persia are firm in the Covenant, have taken hold 
of the Testament of His Highness the Merciful: 
their minds are full of acclamations, their faces 
illumined, their hearts aspiring and their spirits 
soaring toward the Realm of Truth, their souls 
full of glad-tidings and their consciences in infinite 
happiness. Day and night they are engaged in 
spreading the fragrances, and morning and eve- 
ning they deliver the Word of God. They are the 
Signs of Oneness and the Tokens of the Bounties 
of the Glorious Lord. They are the bright lamps 
and incontrovertible proofs. They are the horizons 
of knowledge and the hosts of the Supreme Con- 
course. In reality he has given the greatest praise 
and glorification. On account of this news great 
happiness was produced in the hearts of the be- 
lievers, and all are expressing their most wonder- 
ful glad-tidings. 

I beg of God, that day by day this Fire may 
consume the world, and this Flame enkindle the 
earth ; this Favor become all-surrounding and 
this Path straight. Cast ye into oblivion all signs 
of attachment and impurity so that all the regions 
may become sanctified and purified and all the 
dawning-places shining and illumined. Then the 
Paradise of Abha will be established in the East 
and in the West, the glorious outpouring of the 
Majestic Lord, become universal, the principles 
of the Cause produce results and the structure of 
the Revelation of Truth reach to the Mansions of 
the Supreme Heights. 

Upon ye be Glory! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, especially for 
the Bahai News, Washington, D. C., June 17, 1910.) 

THE TARBIAT SCHOOL, PERSIA. 

LETTER FROM SYDNEY SPRAGUE. 

Teheran, Persia, June 9, 1910. 

My dear brother Ahmad: You have been away 
so long from Persia and have become so western- 
ized that you have forgotten how long it takes 
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things to move in the East. I have learned dur- 
ing these two years in Teheran how “to labor and 
to wait.” I have been hoping each week to be able 
to write you something definite, but there have 
been many hindrances in the way to organization. 
First, the believers would do nothing until they 
received permission from Acca and after that came, 



THE ENGLISH CLASS OF THE TARBIAT SCHOOL, PERSIA. 

about two or three weeks ago, it took several 
meetings of discussion to decide how to e com- 
mittee should be formed, the constitution written, 
etc. You know how carefully every point is 
weighed and pondered over in the Orient before 
a decision is reached. At the last meeting it was 
decided that the present committee of the Tarbiat 
school take charge of the work of the Persian- 
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American Educational Society and that I should 
act as a representative from the Society in Amer- 
ica and fulfill the duties that you designated for 
me in your program. I hope to send you, next 
week, the list of the hoys’ names, a little descrip- 
tion of each and tell to whom they belong. 

As the girls’ school is not yet started, I have 
decided, with the consent of the Spiritual As- 
sembly (of Consultation), to use the money 
sent for the sixteen girls’ scholarships toward the 
expenses of starting the school and when the 
school is opened we will appoint the sixteen girls. 
Please notify the givers of these scholarships. We 
hope the school will be ready in the autumn. Al- 
ready we have received over $600 here in Teheran 
toward the school and with the help from Amer- 
ica, this will be enough to start a good school. * * * 

Now I will try to answer your questions about 
the Tarbiat school: W'e have at present 270 
pupils, about 50 new ones having come to us dur- 
ing the past two months, for the school has really 
a very fine reputation in Persia. It is claimed by 
everybody as one of the very best. Several new 
schools have been founded here since the grant- 
ing of the constitution and though liberally helped 
by rich Persians, none of them equal ours. The 
other day a professor from the Doral-Fonoun 
(Shah’s University) came to our school to examine 
the boys in arithmetic, algebra and geometry. He 
had been sent by the government to visit all the 
schools. After examining carefully each class, he 
told me that our school in Teheran had such 
bright and intelligent boys and that in mathe- 
matics we were ’way in advance of other schools. 
One of the reasons why we make greater progress 
is that our school program is based on that of the 
American schools. When I came to Tarbiat school 
two years ago, I found its program was like that 
of all other Persian schools. For instance, mathe- 
matics would be taught but three days a week and 
then all the children who studied mathematics 
would be put in one room and taught at one time, 
though some might be advanced and others far be- 
hind. The first thing I did was to arrange the pupils 
in classes according to their ability and degree of 
advancement and have them study mathematics. 
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English, Arabic, etc., every day in the week. Ours 
is the only school in Teheran, I believe, which 
has such a program and that is one of the reasons 



THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, THE TEACHERS AND THE PUPILS 
OP THE HIGHER CLASSES IN THE TARBIAT SCHOOL, 
TEHERAN, PERSIA. 

why it makes greater progress. It takes eight 
years for a boy to finish the school and get his 
diploma. A boy is necessarily about seven years 
old when he starts going to school. During the 
first three years he must study Persian and a little 
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mathematics, geography and history. Then when 
the boy has a good ground work in Persian, he 
may start either in English or French. Mirza 
Farajullah Khan is the French teacher and a 
very good one, and I am the English teacher as- 
sisted by Fariborz who came with me from Acca. 
During the five years of the advanced course the 
boys study one of these languages, so that when 
they leave they are able to converse, write and 
translate. They study ancient and modern history, 
foreign and Persian, mathematics, physics, chem- 
istry, etc. They all, of course, must study Arabic. 
I teach also some physiology and botany to my 
advanced classes in English. * * * We have 

eleven teachers now. We have a president of the 
school, Dr. Ata-Ollah Khan, whose duty is to visit 
the school each day for an hour and report to the 
committee which meets every week. This servant, 
as you know, is the superintendent, and has a 
help, Mirza Yousaf Khan, who keeps the books, 
etc. There are also two servants. We have a 
good size school building for which we pay twenty 
toumans a month, but it is too small for our grow- 
ing school and I hope next year we will be able 
to buy a big piece of land and build for ourselves. 
Another place we need is a place for boys to live 
who come to us from other cities. I am anxious 
to have dormitories with rules and regulations 
like our boarding school in America. We have 
started a boys’ club of the older boys in the school, 
which meets every week, and I hope we can have 
a room for that some day where we can have 
English and French magazines and books. Your 
“Literary Digest” is very welcome and any other 
American magazines that people have finished 
reading will be very acceptable. I wish you could 
find some plays for boys to send me (.no girls 
partake) — short, easy acting pieces. * * * I 

am sending you two photographs; one of some of 
the boys of the English class and the other of the 
teachers and the members of the committee and 
the pupils in the advanced course. 

Fraternal greetings to Bro. Hannen and all our 
friends who are with us in this great work. 

Faithfully your brother in the Cause, 

Eskander Sydney Sprague. 
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to use the name “Temple” in regard to the Mashrigu’l 
Askar. There are wurds in Persian and Arabic to say 
“temple,” but Mashrigu’l Askar has quite another sig- 
nification, much broader and much more beautiful. It 
means, as you know, “the Dawning-place of the Men- 
tions of God,” and this plural in itself is quite signifi- 
cant, inasmuch as it reminds us that Baha'u’llah 
has taught that we should not be satisfied by praying 
God only in a place prepared for our meditations, but 
that we should above all pray to Him by our actions, 
in serving our brothers, taking care of the weak ones, 
giving hospitality and spreading instruction and knowl- 
edge. And the House of prayer, which is to be the 
center of the Mashrigu'l Askar, gets its true signifi- 
cance, in this new dispensation, from its connection 
with the different social institutions w'hich ‘A bdu'l 
Balia has often indicated to us, and which symbolize 
the whole activity of our future communities. 

By calling it a Temple, not only, it seems to me, 
are we belittling one of the greatest Foundations of 
this Cause, but I fear that we are driving away from 
us many sincere souls who, in our days, have left 
churches, mosques, temples, in search of a broader 
ideal. 

Besides, don’t you think that the word Mashrigu’l 
Askar is harmonious enough to acquire citizenship in 
our occidental languages wfith Quran, algebra, sultan, 
jasmine and many other words which also come di- 
rectly from the Bast? Let us be the pioneers of this 
reform of linguistics, which will enable us to implant 
more easily new ideas into the world. 

Yours truly in the Cause of Al Abha, 

H. Dreyfus. 

The Bahai News endorses these suggestions and 
has adhered to the phrase, “Mashrak-el-Azkar,” 
from the first, but has not felt at liberty to change 
manuscript sent in for publication. We trust the 
friends will give this matter careful consideration. 

That all may be informed as to what is intended 
for this Institution, we quote the following from 
a Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha: 

I am hopeful by divine bounty and grace that the 
beloved ones of God may be confirmed in the building 
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar and all its accessories, for 
the Mashrak- el- Askar has important accessories which 
are accounted of the basic foundations. These are : 
School for orphan children ; Hospital and Dispensary 
for the poor: Place for the incapable: i. e., (Home 
for the cripple) ; College for the Higher Scientific Edu- 
cation. 

The meaning is this, that in every place: 

First a Mashrak-el-Azkar must be founded. 

Then a School for the Education of orphan children 
and the poor. 

Then the Hospital and Medical Dispensary must be 
founded. 

Then the home of the Cripple. 

Then the College of Higher Scientific Education. 
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In every city a great Mashrak-el- Askar must be 
founded after this order. 

Now we hope the Mashrak-el-Azkar may be found- 
ed in Chicago. After its foundation the important 
accessories may gradually be founded. 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 


THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

The Financial Secretary announces the following 
payments have been met on the land for the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar : 

June 24, 1910, interest on renewed mortgage..! 375 
July 1, 1910, third note of $5,000, with interest on 


$10,000 ..; 5,300 

Total $5,675 


We are approaching the goal so earnestly 
requested by Abdul-Baha, that is, to pay for the 
land in its entirety before building thereon. The 
friends have been so sincere and earnest in en- 
deavoring to accomplish this first step that a state- 
ment of the payments necessary to complete its 
ownership will inspire us to bend efforts to bring 
this about speedily: 


Dec. 24, 1910, semi-annual interest on renewed 

mortgage ($12,500) $ 375 

Jan. 1, 1911, fourth note of $5,000 and interest 5,150 
May 1, 1911, taxes and naving assessments... 700 
May 1, 1911, mortgage of 12,500 


Total amount to be paid $18,725 


Corinne True. 


BOSTON. 

The Boston Assembly had the pleasure on June 
12th of hearing Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Getsinger and 

Miss Gertrude Stanwood, of the Baltimore As- 
sembly, has been present at the meetings recently. 

Miss Juliette Zimmerman and Miss Jeane Moore 
were guests from Worcester on June 19th. 

Mrs. Myron Prescott Potter, of Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, has been in attendance at the meetings on 
several occasions, coming in from West Newbury, 
her former home. She left for Tacoma June 20th. 
Miss Gertrude Stanwood, of the Baltimore Assem- 
bly, has been present at the meetings recently. 

Harlan F. 0~ber. 
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CHICAGO. 

Regular weekly meeting- of Assembly, Sunday, 11 a. 
m., at Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, 
State and Randolph Sts. George Lesch, Sec’y. Ad- 
dress of Assembly, P. O. Box 2 83. 

The brief visit of M. Hippolyte Dreyfus, of 
Paris, has acted as a stimulus to all departments 
of Bahai activity in this city. Sunday morning, 
July 3rd, at the regular weekly meeting of the 
Assembly, he gave an excellent presentation of 
some of the teachings of the Kital>u‘l-Aqudas, The 
Most Holy Book. The night before, Saturday, the 
friends gathered at the home of Mrs. Eva W. 
Russell, 329 S. Hoyne Ave., to hear him, and again 
on Monday night, July 4th. Sunday afternoon, he 
met with the members of the Spiritual Meeting of 
Consultation (H. of S.), discussing with them mat- 
ters pertaining to the welfare of the Cause, and in 
the evening, addressing many of the friends at the 
home of Miss Gertrude Buikema, 1827 W. 12th 
St. Mrs. Corinne True returned from Fruitport, 
and opened her home on Tuesday evening, thus 
giving another opportunity to hear him before his 
departure for Montreal, the following day. 

Mrs. A. S. Agnew and son are spending a few 
weeks in North Muskegon, Mich. 

The Unity Feast of June 24th was held at the 
home of Mrs. Annie E. McKinney, 619 Wellington 
St. 

The pupils of Miss Lillian James, our faithful 
pianist, gave a musicale, June 25th, at the Eleanor 
Club, 4 Twenty-fourth St. 

Mrs. Myron Prescott Potter, of Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, spent a day in Chicago recently on the 
way from New England to her home in the west. 

DENVER. 

Secretary of Assembly, G. Nathaniel Clark, 4141 
Xavier St. 

Meetings are held at the home of Mrs. E. J. 
Bell, Emporia St., Aurora, Monday evenings. 

Mrs. A. M. Bryant is at her home in Woodland 
Park, Colorado. Mrs. Ella T. Nash and her 
daughter, Miss Louise Nash, are at present at 
Estes Park, Horse Shoe Ranch, Colorado. 

Josephine H. Clark. 
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FRUITPORT, MICH. 

Mrs. Corinne True, of Chicago, has returned for 
the summer and has taken up her active work for 
the Bahai Cause. 

Mrs. Tohin and Mrs. Waite are the guests of 
Mrs. True and together with Mrs. Greenleaf, who 
is spending the summer here, are assisting in the 
group work. 

A weekly meeting is held at the home of Mrs. 
Nelson Peterson; also one in Grand Rapids and 
Muskegon, Mich. There is growing interest in the 
Movement and the seeds planted in these cities 
are bearing the fruits of faithfulness and firmness 
in the Covenant. 

The Unity Feast, Friday, June 24th, was held at 
the home of Mrs. True. Mrs. Waite told of her 
trip to Acca and read from her notes taken while 
there. 

Mr. Charles Scheffler and Miss Sophie Loeding, 
of Chicago, spent the following Sunday with Mrs. 
True, and Mr. Scheffler talked in a most impressive 
way at the group meeting on the subject of “Why 
I am a Bahai.” 


KENOSHA. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Sunday morn- 
ing, 10:30; Sunday School, 9:30 a. m., at Gronquish 
Hall, 218 Park St. Address all mail for Assembly to 
Fountain Nichols, Sec’y, 868 Park St. 

The Industrial School closed the season’s work 
with a picnic. Many attended and an enjoyable 
time was had with games and refreshments. Mr. 
Wilhelm, of New York, made a contribution for 
the little ones and it was used for furnishing ice 
cream and cakes. The school will open again in 
September. 

The Ighan class, which was held at the Kenosha 
Assembly’s Hall during the winter and spring, has 
also closed for the summer. 

Two vacancies in our Board of Consultation 
were caused by Messrs. Wilcott and Yager leaving 
the city. These were filled, June 19th, by the 
election of Messrs. Zina Tanner and Charles Carl- 
son. 


Bernard M. Jacobsen. 
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LOS ANGELES. 

Secretary of Assembly, F. B. Beckett, 429 Citizens 
National Bank Bldg. 

Mrs. Replogle, of Bakersfield, formerly of Bal- 
timore, has moved to Los Angeles. 

Miss Ella Bailey, of Berkeley, visited the friends 
here for two days and is now' spending the summer 
at Banning, California. 

Tropieo is a beautiful suburb of Los Angeles, 
about nine miles away, and so many of the 
friends live there that the Unity Feasts are now 
regularly held in Tropieo. There was a happy 
gathering at “El Azkar,” the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. Frankland, June 24th. Mr. and Mrs. 
Winterburn, Mr. and Mrs. Cline, Mr. and Mrs. 
Beckett, Mrs. Stoddard, Mrs. Carvel, Miss Tesky, 
Mrs. Roper, all of Tropieo, were there and also 
two visitors, one from near San Diego and another 
from Nevada. These meetings are attended by 
about fifteen believers and the number is steadily 
growing. 

A beautiful work is being done through the 
efforts of the friends in Friday afternoon meetings, 
w'here the study of the Ighan is being pursued in 
a systematic manner under the wise guidance of 
Mrs. Winterburn. This work is attracting some 
earnest students whose interest is growing. Regu- 
lar group meetings are held weekly at Miss Ham- 
mond’s home in Pasadena and at Mrs. Phillip’s 
home in Los Angeles. The open meetings on 
Sundays in Blanchard Library Hall are attended 
by about forty people and are a means of present- 
ing the glad-tidings to strangers who go to a hall 
rather than to a home, to learn what is going on. 
It is hoped that many of them shall find their 
heart’s desire in the wonderful Words of Truth 
that are offered to them in the Bahai Revelation. 

ThaWbet. 


NEWS NOTES. 

Word comes to us that Mme. Aurelia Bethlen is 
holding meetings in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Mr. Edward Diedrich Struven and Miss Margaret 
Estelle Lowndes were united in marriage, Wednes- 
day, June 29th, at Baltimore, Md. 
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NEW YORK CITY. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Sunday, 11 a. 
m., at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th St. Paul F. 
G. Marshall, Sec’y, 139 Shippen St., Weehawken 
Heights, New' Jersey. 

A Unity Feast was held in the studio of Mrs. 
Gannett on Sunday evening, June 26th. 

Mr. Howard MacNutt has recovered and Mr. 
J. Otis Wilhelm is reported to be convalescent. 

We have the pleasure of welcoming Miss Eda 
Moffatt Falken, from Oakland, Calif., into our 
vicinities. 

The Bahai News is creating much interest, and 
is a great bond of unity between the Orient and 
Occident. 

Mr. Charles Mason Remey recently spent a few 
hours in New York City, on his way to join his 
parents in New England. 

In the Brooklyn Assembly meetings are con- 
tinued on Sunday afternoons, at 3 o’clock, at the 
home of Mr. MacNutt, 935 Eastern Parkway. 

Recently a beautiful meeting was held at the 
home of Mr. Hooper Harris, 1180 Broad St, New- 
ark, N. J., the guest of honor being M. Hippolyte 
Dreyfus. 

The meetings in New York City are as follows: 
Mrs. Emma Gannett, “The Chelsea,” 222 West 
23rd St, Wednesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Miss 
Juliet Thompson, 119 East 19th St., Friday eve- 
nings at 8 o’clock. Since Mr. Kinney and his 
family are out of town for the summer, the Sunday 
evening meeting, which is under the auspices of 
the Council Board and the Woman’s Unity, is 
being held in the homes of the different believers. 

Word has come from Dr. Moody that the 
Teheran Board of Consultation has supplicated 
Abdul-Baha that Miss Lillian Kappes might be 
permitted to come to that city to teach in the 
Girls’ Bahai School, and that Dr. Moody had 
personally supplicated that Miss Elizabeth H. 
Stewart might be permitted to come to Teheran 
as professional nurse to assist the doctor in her 
medical work. If these supplications are accepted, 
the hope of the Persian friends is that they can 
join Mr. Sydney Sprague in Haifa and return with 
him to Teheran. Isabella, D. BrittingUam. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Friday evening, 
at 1219 Connecticut Ave. Joseph H. Hannen, Sec’y. 
Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. 

The Washington Assembly was honored by a 
visit from M. Hippolyte Dreyfus, of Paris, who 
addressed meetings on June 15th and June 17th. 
On June 16th, a reception was given, at the 
Gareissen Studio, to Messrs. Dreyfus, Remey and 
Farajullah Khan. The first of this series of meet- 
ings was the regular Wednesday evening gathering 
at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dyer, at 
which the colored believers joined with us, and a 
large number were present. Mr. Remey spoke 
briefly, and the address of the evening was deliv- 
ered by M. Dreyfus. At the reception the three 
brothers were welcomed in brief speeches, and 
responded in a most interesting manner, outlining 
the progress of the Cause in three continents. 
It is seldom indeed that such a body of co-workers 
is assembled, and a large and representative body 
of believers and friends were on hand to give 
greeting. It was announced that M. Dreyfus would 
be the speaker of the evening on Friday, June 17, 
this being the regular weekly gathering, and a 
goodly attendance followed. We found the expo- 
sitions of this brother most helpful, and his pres- 
ence was inspiring. 

The Unity Feast of June 24th was given at the 
hall, with Mrs. Wellesca Pollock Allen as hostess. 
A communication from Mrs. Garrison, formerly of 
the Washington Asembly and now on the Pacific 
Coast, was read. Talks were given by Farajullah 
Khan, Dr. Fareed, Mr. Remey and Mrs. Getsinger. 
Nategh Hannen, who has been for the past fifteen 
months in Stuttgart, Germany, and is home on 
vacation, read a Tablet addressed to the Stuttgart 
Assembly and delivered the greetings of the friends 
in that country to Washington. 

Miss Alma S. Knobloch, whose address is Alex- 
anders^. 69, 1, Stuttgart, Germany, will welcome 
letters and especially copies of Tablets and other 
literature from the friends everywhere. Her entire 
time is devoted to the work of the Cause, and only 
those who are away from home and country know 
to what extent news and co-operation is helpful. 
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On Sunday, June 26th, the writer had the privi- 
lege of visiting the family of Mrs. Duckett, of 
Sumerduck, Va., an isolated believer. Announce- 
ments had been made for a public meeting at the 
school house in the afternoon, and more than a 
hundred persons responded, eagerly listening to 
the Glad-tidings of the coming of the Kingdom. 
Further meetings are planned. This suggests a 
vast field of service in outlying districts; as for 
example in the section mentioned there is only one 
preaching service each month, and with ample 
time for thought and reflection, the people are 
hungering and thirsting for spiritual things. 

Tuesday evening, June 28th, the resident officers 
of the Persian-American Educational Society met 
with a few of the friends, at the Society’s head- 
quarters, 1800 Belmont Road, to consider ways and 
means for the extension of the work in line with 
the commands of Abdul-Baha, merging the Edu- 
cational Society Into the Occidental-Oriental Inter- 
dependence Society. A committee was chosen to 
draft a new set of plans and later on further 
conferences will be held. 

On Sunday, June 26th, a special meeting was 
held at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. 
Woodward. Tablets were read and the spirit of 
the earlier days was strongly evidenced. 

Mirza Farajullah Khan, whose visit was chron- 
icled in our last letter, has given us some splendid 
talks. As he is not yet fluent in English, Dr. 
Fareed has interpreted for him. 

The Bahai Hospice will be closed until further 
notice, owing to the absence from the city of Mr. 
Ripley and family. Joseph H. Hannen. 


The Rev. Oliver M. Fisher, Ph. D., 5 Haymarket, 
London, England, has prepared a series of illus- 
trated lectures pertaining to the Cause. His sub- 
jects are: “Unity of All Religions;” “The Great- 
est Exponent of Unity — Abdul-Baha;” “The Re- 
markable Story of Over Forty Years in a Turkish 
Prison;” “Martyrs of the Nineteenth Century;” 
“Dawn of Freedom in Turkey and Persia;” “Pal- 
estine of Today.” 
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WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA 

From notes taken at Haifa, Syria. t>y Mirza 
Moneer Zain, during the recent visit of Mr. Charles 
Mason Remey and Mr. Howard C. Struven. 



PHOTOGRAPH OF BELIEVERS ASSEMBLED AT THE TOMB OF THE BAB, 
MOUNT CARMEL, SYRIA, MAY 15 , 1910 . 

In the centre of the group, marked with an X, is the aged Afnan, who 
supervised the building of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Ishkabad, 
Russia. As soon as it was finished he was called to Acca 
by Abdul-Baha to remain the balance of his days. 


The following letter from Mr, Remey to the 
Bahai News makes a fitting introduction to the 
notes which follow" 

To the Editors of the Bahai News ; 

Mirza Moneer Zain has sent me notes taken in 
Persian and then translated, from four of Abdul-Baha’s 
talks given while Mr, Struven and I were in Haifa. 
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I am enclosing them to you, knowing they will be of 
value to you in your work. 

Talk No. 1 was given shortly after our arrival in 
Haifa. 

Talk No. 2 was given at a feast which Abdul-Baha 
spread in his home, at which there was gathered a 
throng of believers from many countries and of various 
religious faiths. 

Talk No. 3 was given upon a most memorable occa- 
sion, the 68 th anniversary of the Declaration of the 
Bab. (According to solar reckoning May 23rd of the 
present year was the 66th anniversary of this event, 
but according to lunar reckoning — still used in some 
of the Oriental countries — May 15 th of this present 
year was the 68th anniversary.) 

At an early hour of the day the believers from 
Haifa and the visiting pilgrims went up to the hospice, 
situated near the Tomb of the Bab, upon the Mount 
of Carmel. When the feast was prepared Abdul-Baha 
served us as we were seated about the table which 
had twenty-four places. There was a second service 
and also a third, there being between sixty and seventy 
present. After all had been served then he, himself, 
partook of food. As Abdul-Baha gave the material 
food he made the enclosed brief but soul sustaining 
address. It was the most impressive meal that one 
could possibly imagine. Any description of mine would 
not give any idea of the spirit manifested. Not only 
were there the many mentioned pilgrims present, but 
also a number of those old and faithful servants of 
the Cause — men who have done pioneer work in Per- 
sia and in neighboring lands — men who have suffered 
for the faith in prisons and in exile, and who now are 
spending the evening of life serving in the shadow of 
Abdul-Baha. In the late afternoon the friends as- 
sembled before the door of the Tomb. Abdul-Baha 
was there. All entered the outer chamber and stood 
facing the door of the inner chamber while he chanted 
two tablets. All stood save one, for whom a chair 
had been placed, Aga Seyed Taghi, the aged Afnan 
who was assisted into the building, tenderly supported 
upon one side by Abdul-Baha and upon the other by 
our good brother, Howard Struven. 

Directly over the Tomb hangs a nine-branch can- 
delabra and in this we were permitted to place lighted 
candles. In the night Howard and I again climbed the 
mountain a second time. The candles were still burn- 
ing, and we had a quiet hour of prayer there together, 
remembering in our supplications the friends in the 
many assemblies and lands visited on our long journey, 
and thanking God for His wonderful bounties and 
blessings. 

Talk No. 4 was given as Abdul-Baha was giving us 
his parting blessing. I assure you it was with joyful 
yet serious hearts that we left him to return to 
America. He had filled our souls with his wonderful 
spirit of love and we were anxious to be away and 
serving as he directed. 

Yours in His service, 

Charles Mason Remet. 
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Talk No. 1 — Haifa, May 10, 1910. 

Concerning tlie death of King Edward of Eng- 
land, Abdul-Baha said: “The English king, with 
his pomp and grandeur, used to address the sun 
and say: ‘Thou dost never disappear from my 
lands' * * *; but now he is buried under the 
earth. Some time ago the flags at the top of the 
masts proclaimed the day of his ascension to the 
throne; but today the flags are at half-mast, for 
he is dead. The flags and banners of the Beloved 
are ever waving at the top of the masts; they 
are never inverted; nay, rather, they go on higher 
day by day; in fact, theirs is the sovereignty. 
Without fighting forces they conquer the cities; 
and without taking any tribute they bestow and 
give freely. The kings gain their victory through 
bloodshed and the taking of life; whereas the 
Beloved of God confer life and are victorious. 
The sovereignty of the friends is an eternal one.” 

Concerning the trials and hardships, ordeals 
and oppressions which befell the beloved of God 
in Persia, Abdul-Baha said: “In America the peo- 
ple shall also thus serve you a little; they shall not 
permit you to escape and you cannot get rid of 
them.” 

We spoke about the inhabitants of Honolulu; 
that many nationalities are there represented and 
yet all are in great harmony. Abdul-Baha said: 
“Time and place play a great influence over the 
conditions ; when in a certain place some strangers 
meet, necessity requires that they should be in 
harmony; but our purpose is this, that the divine 
unity and concord may become well established 
among all the nations, so that they may become 
as one spirit in different bodies; the drops of one 
ocean; the fruits of one tree and the rays of the 
same sun. In America, when the different people 
united together they were enabled to drive away 
the English government and establish a new gov- 
ernment for themselves. Consider how great is 
the result of unity and harmony! There nas 
never been any action performd nor any philan- 
thropic deed achieved except through unity and 
concord; disagreement and dissension have always 
been the means of evil and corruption.” 
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“Animals are of two kinds, one the grazing and 
domestic; the other the wild and ferocious. If 
the wild beasts are near each other for ten years, 
still, as soon as they find an opportunity they 
attack and tear one another to pieces; whereas 
the tame creatures show their kind feelings 
toward each other. * * * The beloved of God are 
like the blessed birds ; they are kind and merciful.” 

Abdul-Baha said a contribution had been sent 
from Persia for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago 
and we should take the sum with us to the United 
States. Mr. Struven said that since contributions 
had come from the East to the West, we had felt 
ashamed of ourselves. Abdul-Baha replied: “You 
should never be ashamed; nay, rather, you must 
be very happy in realizing the power of the Word 
of God, which has enabled the beloved to send 
contributions from small villages of Persia.” 

“Some time ago, a few souls in America ex- 
pressed their wish for a journey to Persia, but I 
told them to defer this undertaking for a while. 
Now the time has come; they can go in these 
days, as there is no danger now.” 

“As you both have been together during this 
long tour, I hope that you shall be together also 
on your journey to Persia in the future.” 

Concerning the many Assemblies in America, 
Abdul-Baha said: “These centers must have a 
complete connection and a firm union with each 
other, just as all the various Assemblies in Persia. 
Rest assured, all this shall come to pass.” 

“Now is the commencement of the daybreak 
and the radiant morn is approaching. Consider 
the trees yonder; as soon as they peep out of 
the earth they receive the bounty of the sun, the 
shower of mercy and the gift of breeze. Although 
the same bounties are being bestowed upon them 
when they bring forth leaves, blossoms and fruit, 
still, there is a great difference between this state 
and that of the former one.” 

Abdul-Baha asked Mr. Remey if he remembered 
the few Persian words he had learned, and then 
he said: “The beloved of God are endowed with 
a particular language through which they express 
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their feelings and converse with one another. 
The sun speaks to the existing beings, the cloud 
communicates with the earth and the gentle 
breeze whispers to the trees.” 

“The assistance and confirmations of God which 
shall attend you in the future will be so great 
and magnificent that w’hen compared with those 
already experienced will make them seem very 
little.” 

Abdul-Baha said: “The two words. East and 
West, are imaginary w r ords; there is no East and 
there is no West.” 

TalTc No. 2 — Haifa, May 13, 1910. 

Abdul-Baha spoke these words to a number of 
Jewish, Zoroastrian, Christian and Mohammedan 
Bahais seated around his table and while serving 
them all: 

“Among the human race, the bonds of and means 
for love are numerous, for man cannot live with- 
out it; nay, rather, human life is dependent 
upon friendship and affection. Both the material 
and intrinsic development of man are conditional 
upon amity and love, and the greatest honor 
and pleasure in the human world is love; but the 
ways and means are different. Sometimes the 
cause of love is simply relationship and kinship; 
and sometimes it is a racial bond, patriotism, 
political affairs, etc. But, through all these vari- 
ous bonds and means it is impossible to obtain 
a real and pure love; it is rather superficial and 
temporary. Such love may easily be changed 
into enmity and rancor, for it is affected by the 
slightest manifestation of hostility; whereas a 
true and ideal love is faith and assurance. Those 
who believe in God and are confident in His 
Word shall enter the Kingdom, and the essential 
oneness appears among them to such an extent 
that all become the drops of one ocean, the rays 
of one sun, the fishes of one sea, the trees of 
one garden, the birds of one orchard, the candles 
of one assembly and the stars of the same 
heaven. Such love is real; there is no 
interruption for this connection, nor any separa- 
tion for this union; this foundation shall never 
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be destroyed, for it is eternal; hence it is estab- 
lished that the love which exists among the be- 
loved of God is everlasting, for it is a Divine 
bounty, a Godly appearance, a melody of the 
Kingdom and a heavenly cohesion. 

“In the Koran it is said: ‘They love Him and 
He loves them’ — i. e., the bounty of love is one 
of the Divine bounties which comes to man from 
God; just as the sun when it sends its rays to the 
mirrors and thereby the mirrors are illumined; 
this effulgence and splendor are from the bounty 
Of the sun. Therefore, this love which is among 
the beloved is a Divine bounty, a Godly splendor, 
an eternal manifestation and the power of Divin- 
ity; it is perpetual. 

“Praise be to God! Ye are gathered here under 
the shadow of the Blessed Beauty and your hearts 
are overflowing with His love, your souls are re- 
joicing in His favors and Abdul-Baha is serving 
you. What more do you need?” 

Talk No. 3 — Haifa, May 15, 1910. 

Uttered by Abdul-Baha on the day of the annual 
celebration of the Bab’s Declaration, held on 
Mount Carmel, when representatives of all differ- 
ent religions, such as Jewish, Zoroastrian, Chris- 
tian and Mohammedan Bahais were seated around 
the table and Abdul-Baha was serving them all 
personally: 

“There are different gatherings and various 
meetings held in the world which apparently are 
in the utmost degree of arrangement and order; 
in the palaces of the kings many feasts and 
banquets are held which are incomparable and 
peerless; also, in the castles of the opulent ones 
great entertainments are presented and various 
kinds of foods and victuals are served; the singing 
of melodious tunes and playing of musical in- 
struments exhilarate and deeply affect the con- 
course. Associations for political affairs are 
formed and convivial banquets for pleasure and 
gratification are offered; assemblages for exhibi- 
tion of arts and sciences, literature and acquire- 
ments are established; meetings for the promo- 
tion of industry and commercial matters are being 
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held; extraordinary conventions and religious con- 
gresses are arranged. But all these assemblages 
and different gatherings are not to be compared 
with and equal to this, our meeting. Although 
from those gatherings and conferences certain 
results and effects are produced which render 
great service to the human world and make man- 
kind progress and develop on the plane of 
civilization, promulgate the attributes and virtues 
of the world of humanity; yet the results are 
limited, the fruits thereof are finite and the 
signs are bounded; whereas the traces, the lights 
and the results of this gathering are unlimited,, 
boundless and infinite, for it is held on the Su- 
preme Spot (the Tomb of the Bab) and under 
the shadow of the Blessed Beauty. 

“This feast is one eternal! It has connection 
with and relation to the soul and body; it shall 
be continued everlastingly. At least an hundred 
thousand feasts shall follow this one. All the 
other gatherings shall be forgotten, whereas the 
commemoration and celebration of this meeting 
shall remain and be duly observed forever 
throughout endless ages; it is under the merciful 
glances of the Blessed Beauty. 

“Once His Holiness Christ gathered the disci- 
ples together, and having offered to them the 
Lord’s Supper, He advised them, admonished 
them and uttered certain teachings to them, and 
then He said this was ‘The Lord’s Supper.’ Now, 
as this meeting is held under the shadow of the 
Blessed Beauty, it should be called ‘The Lord’s 
Sustenance,’ and as the consequences of ‘The 
Lord’s Supper’ continued until the present time, 
so we hope that the results and effects of this 
‘Lord’s Sustenance’ may also become permanent 
and perpetual. In fact, there is no meeting better 
than this, for it is held in the vicinity of the 
Supreme Spot and the faces are so brilliant and 
radiant! What is there superior to this?” 

Talk No. 4 — Haifa, May 18, 1910. 

These words of Abdul-Baha were addressed to 
Mr. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. Howard C. 
Struven on the day of their departure from his 
presence: 
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“In fact, you have shown forth a wonderful 
devotion; you left the West and came to the 
furthermost part of Asia. On your journey you 
lad to pass through hard experiences and diffi- 
culties; yet the confirmations of God enabled you 
to spread the Cause and to raise the summons 
of the Kingdom in all regions. The Sun of Truth 
shall send forth its rays, the breeze of favor 
shall pass over and the rain of mercy shall be 
sent down upon the seeds which you have scat- 
tered and there shall be gathered and collected 
many harvests. The results shall indeed be mag- 
nificent and glorious; some of them you shall 
soon witness with your own eyes. 

“Now, when you go back to America you must 
circulate in detail all the incidents and news about 
your vast trip and inform them fully of the works 
achieved successfully throughout the different 
countries. 

“Now you have to rest and repose for some 
time and let your strength and breath be renewed. 
When a bird has been soaring in the air for a 
long time, it has to come down and rest for a 
while; after a long walk one must be seated and 
take some rest. 

“I pray and supplicate at the Divine Threshold 
to confirm and aid you in all conditions, and that 
the seeds scattered may grow rapidly and form 
a charming plantation.” 

After giving instructions to some Persian pil- 
grims who were leaving on the same day, Abdul- 
Baha arose and embraced them all one by one. 
Some were crying, the tears rolling down their 
cheeks 

“Good-by!” he said to all. 


AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. REMEY 
AND STRUVEN. 

Believing that the journey of Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey and Mr. Howard C. Struven has attracted 
wide-spread attention among the friends of the 
Cause, the Bahai New t s invited Mr. Remey, upon 
his return, to compile a series of articles for 
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publication concerning their observations. In 
reply he writes: 

I shall be very pleased indeed to help you with the 
matter of articles for the Bahai News. * * * While 
in India and Burmah I wrote letters to the Washing- 
ton Assembly and to the House of Spirituality (Chi- 
cago) about the work there. I think these would be 
fresher and have more life in them than anything 
which I could write now, for when it was written I 
was amongst the people of whom I was writing. I 
wrote Mr. Wagner (of Pasadena, Calif.) from Kung- 
yangoon telling all about our visit and the life there. 
It seems to me that this letter would be just the 
thing now since you have published in a recent issue 
a letter by Maung Ba Kya of Mandalay in which 
mention is made of Kungyangoon (Koon-Jan-Ghone) . 

The letters referred to have been obtained and 
will appear in the near future. At Mr. Remey’s 
suggestion we publish herewith the one telling 
of the visit to 


KUNGYANGOON. 

El-Mashrak-el-Azkar, 20 Sparks St., 
Rangoon, Burmah, February 22, 1910. 

Through Mrs. H. C. Wagner to the Bahai 

Assembly, Pasadena, Calif., U. S. A. 

Dear Friends in EI-Abha ! 

During the past few months Mr. Struven and I have 
been unable to write as many letters as we would 
have liked. We have plenty to relate which would be 
of interest to the Bahais, with but little leisure for 
correspondence. 

After three weeks in Honolulu, we visited several 
cities in Japan, remaining in Tokyo some days with 
Prof. M. Barakt’ullah. There several meetings were 
held with good results. Shanghai in China was our 
next field for doing a little work. There interest in 
the teachings is just beginning. While there we met 
Mirza Abdul Baghi (pronounced baj-jy) one of the 
firm Persian Bahais, who has lived there for several 
years past. At last, after visiting various ports, we 
found ourselves settled in the Mashrak-el-Azkar, at 
the above address, amid the Bahai friends here in 
Rangoon. 

Our month here has passed very quickly. There 
have been many meetings and we have met a number 
of people. We spent some days with the friends in 
Mandalay in Upper Burmah, and we only returned 
to the city yesterday from a visit of several days with 
the Bahais in Kungyangoon, a small place off in the 
jungle of the delta of the Irrawaddy River. This last 
assembly was totally different from any I have ever- 
visited. It presented such a picture of our Faith 
amid surroundings so different and opposite to those 
of the West that I am sure you will enjoy hearing 
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of it in detail. There we saw a beautiful demonstra- 
tion of the power of the love of El-Baha glowing- in 
the heart and soul of the simple jungle man. 

Hearing of our arrival in Rangoon, four of the 
Kungyangoon Bahais — one woman and three men — 
set out to convey to the Rangoon friends and to us 
the greeting of their assembly, and to ask us to visit 
their part of the country. After an all-night journey 
on foot, they reached the Mashrak-el-Azkar, fatigued 
in body but fresh in spirit. Then it was arranged that 
at the end of fifteen days the visit should take place, 
the interim giving them ample time to finish their 
harvesting and to arrange for our reception. After 
a day or two of repose and meeting with the believers, 
these faithful friends left us to return to their village. 
From the doorway of the Mashrak-el-Azkar I watched 
them disappear into the night. With sandled feet 
and staff in hand, they made a picture not to be 
forgotten. 

The assembly in Kungyangoon is of recent origin. 
Three years ago there were no Bahais there, but 
now they number four or five hundred souls. The 
foundation was as follows : A Kungyangooni named 
Ko-Chit-Thoon was in Rangoon and in trouble. The 
believers there befriended him and finally Seyyed 
Mustapha Roemi went with him to his home, in order 
to further assist him. During this visit Ko-Chit-Thoon 
and some of his neighbors became so much interested 
in the Holy Cause that Seyyed Mustapha Roemi began 
to preach in the Mosque, giving the Message to the 
whole comznunity. This was the beginning. Through 
several successive visits a great work has been done. 
All has not gone smoothly, either. There has been 
great opposition upon the part of the Musselmen of 
the vicinity, but now these matters are better than in 
the beginning. 

In due time another delegation of friends arrived 
from Kungyangoon to remind us of our promise, and 
to assure us that all was in readiness for our visit. 
Accordingly our party was formed, containing in all 
twelve believers. During two days elaborate prepara- 
tions for the excursion were under way. All manner 
of culinary apparatus, table furniture, mats and car- 
pets, bales of bedding, folding cots, a bath tub, bases 
of provisions and the like were collected and packed, 
for we were going into the jungle where all things 
needful had to be taken with us. One of the Kung- 
yangoonis preceded us by one day with the heavy 
luggage, while we took with us the remainder, con- 
sisting of about forty pieces. A boat ride of nine or 
ten hours thro the inlets and lagoons of the delta 
brought us to the landing of the Kungyangoon where 
a crowd of believers received us. Here we climbed 
into bullock carts, which conveyed the party a dis- 
tance of about four miles to the center of the com- 
munity where stood the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 

Some time after the establishment of the Cause in 
this place, the Mosque, in which the Message had first 
been given, was destroyed by a cyclone. As practically 
all of those who formerly worshipped there were then 
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Bahais, there was no necessity for another Mosque, 
so upon the old site and with some of the old materials 
a building was put up which now serves as a place of 
assembly. Here visiting teachers lecture and receive 
Truthseekers. Near this building is a rest house for 
the accommodation of wayfarers, and not far from 
either the _ friends have recently built a Mashrak-el- 
Azkar, a simple building of teak wood timbers covered 
with an iron roof, with projecting eaves to shelter the 
sides of the building from the sun’s rays. Here we 
were lodged. 

Our own preparations for the expedition were but sec- 
ondary to those of the Kungyangoon friends. They 
had put up several temporary buildings for our accom- 
modation. A kitchen, a bathroom and finally, to 
accommodate the crowd, the space between the Mash- 
rak-el-Azkar and the assembly house was roofed over 
with bamboo poles and thatched with palm leaves and 
rice straw, thus affording in all shelter for several 
hundred people. 

During the ride thro the jungle we were greeted by 
many an “Allaho’ABHA l” from men, women and chil- 
dren, who came out of their thatched huts as we 
passed. As soon as we reached the settlement the 
friends began to arrive from all directions. As the 
night fell, stakes were driven into the ground about 
the temporary shelter, and torches were attached 
thereto. It was very impressive as we all sat there in 
the flickering torch light. Seyyed Mustapha Roemi 
spoke to these believers in their own language, and 
translated for them our messages of love and greeting 
from the Bahais of the West. 

Our going to Kungyangoon was indeed a visitation. 
It reminded one of an old-fashioned camp meeting. 
The believers came from distances bringing with them 
whole families of children. One proud father explained 
to us, thro very expressive gestures, that he had ten 
children, all of whom were Bahais. There were other 
families of four generations, all of the Faith. These 
simple people have, with all their souls, accepted the 
Message, and tho uncivilized they are aflame with the 
Spirit of the Kingdom. Many of the men wore but a 
simple piece of cloth about the middle of the body, 
while the children were even more scantily clad, some 
clothed only with jewelry. 

Seyyed Mustapha Roemi is a most versatile speaker, 
having a knowledge of many languages. During the 
meetings at Kungyangoon he w r as kept busy speaking 
from early dawn to late at night. New people were ar- 
riving every hour, both Moslems and Buddhists. With 
their families they arranged themselves on mars on the 
floor in the assembly shelter, where jars of drinking 
water were placed about for their refreshment. There 
they would remain for hours at a time, both asking 
questions and listening attentively to their answers. 
As night fell the children were put to bed there 
where they sat, without any interruption to the meet- 
ing. At a late hour the meeting would be adjourned 
until the following morning shortly after sunrise, when 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 


NAME FIRST DATS 

. .Baha‘ (Splendor) Mar. 21 

. .Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

..Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

..Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

. .Nur (Light) June 5 

..Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

..Kalamat (Words) July 13 

..Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

. .Kamal (Perfection) . .Aug. 20 

..Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

..Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

..Urn (Science) Oct. 16 

..Qudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

..Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

. .Masa'il (Questions) Dec. 12 

..Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

..Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

..Malik (King) Feb. 7 

( Four intercalary days. ) 

..Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


The Bahai News devotes this issue to notes 
taken and letters written by Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey and Mr. Howard C. Struven during their 
recent journey around the world in the interests 
of the Cause. The following extracts from Tablets 
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revealed by Abdul-Baha show the importance and 
world-wide effect of this tour: 

Truly, I say, this beloved of Abdul-Baha left his 
native land, turned his back upon the comforts and 
pleasures of home, accepted the difficulties of travels, 
and crossed the Pacific and the Atlantic, oceans. In 
the Hawaiian Islands he gave the Glad-tidings of the 
Kingdom ; in Japan he delivered the Teachings of His 
Highness the Incomparable. He summoned the souls 
to the Most Great Guidance, and suffered the thirsty 
ones to drink from the Fountain of Job. He proclaimed 
the Dawn of the Manifest Light in China, and he per- 
fumed India with the Fragrance of the Rose-garden of 
the Merciful. Praise be to God, he became assisted, 
confirmed, and raised the Summons of the Kingdom in 
those countries, suffered the Mysteries of the Realm 
of Might to become manifest,, built a structure which 
will remain firm and established forever and ever, 
enkindled a lamp whose illumination will be perpetual, 
and planted a tree whose fruits will be limitless. 

Consider thou how the power of the Word of God 
has united the East and the West and bestowed spirit- 
ual communication, that a blessed soul from the in- 
habitants of America, while in the Holy Land, men- 
tioned to Abdul-Baha the name of a man living in 
Asia, and with the utmost devotion requests the writ- 
ing of a Tablet. Praise be to God ! What a communi- 
cation ! What a unity and concord! Today the in- 
habitants of the world must be engaged generally in 
praising the Word of God, which has bestowed such a 
bounty and has established such a harmony and affilia- 
tion that the Beloved of the union of the race of man 
has uncovered the face, displaying the utmost beauty 
and perfection in the assemblages of the world, and 
is captivating the hearts of everyone in all the regions. 

{ Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Impressions received upon suck a journey and 
visit with Abdul-Baha are of value to all, there- 
fore we are pleased to quote the following com- 
munication from Mr. B.emey: 

Dear Friends in E1-Abha : 

Since my arrival in this country, from the Holy 
Land, on June 3rd, I have received many inquiries 
from the friends regarding any possible instructions 
which Abdul-Baha might have sent through Mr. Stru- 
ven and me to the friends in America to be followed in 
the Bahai work. We are the bearers of no instruc- 
tions whatever; nevertheless, we, as all who come 
from Abdul-Baha, have a message or a lesson to 
share with all. 

The one great lesson which we learned while with 
Abdul-Baha was the lesson of the Unity of the 
believers — the interdependence of the believers m each 
of the assemblies, and the interdependence of these 
assemblies between one another, both East and West. 

On our long journey to Acca many of the friends 
asked us to place before Abdul-Baha certain ques- 
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tions pertaining to the work of the Holy Cause. In 
practically every case his reply was that the friends 
should consult together and that that which they 
agreed upon in all joy and fragrance would be pleas- 
ing and acceptable to him, and that whatever should 
he thus decided after consultation and deliberation is 
the course to be pursued in carrying on the work of 
the Holy Cause. 

In telling Abdul-Baha of the work in the various 
cities in which the friends were united in consultation 
and works, he was greatly pleased and showed evident 
satisfaction. In practically every conversation which 
we had with Abdul-Baha he gave us a lesson upon 
consultation and working together — sometimes told in 
one w r ay and sometimes told in another. 

During our travels of last summer Mr. Struven and 
I found that some of the friends interpreted the 
instructions of Abdul-Baha to mean that the time 
has not yet arrived for meetings of consultation in 
the various assemblies, nor for system in carrying on 
the work (that is to say, organization). 

While with Abdul-Baha we learned that he had 
told others (as well as ourselves) that now is not the 
time for establishing The House of Justice according 
to The Book of Akdas. However, from his many 
talks he left no doubt in our minds that he wished 
the believers to unite, consult, organize and work 
together. 

Personally I can see that united effort in the Bahai 
w'ork is the crying need of this day. The real work 
is now not being carried on by separate individuals 
but by those who are casting aside individualism and 
are adhering to the principles of Unity in thought, 
spirit and action. This is the principle of the spiritual 
growth and strength of the Holy Cause which Abdul- 
Baha made so very clear to us. 

It is almost needless to mention that Mr. Struven 
and I, in our round of visits, noticed that in those 
centers where the friends were united in consultation 
and in harmonious work and service, that there the 
Cause was manifestly strong and vigorous, while in 
those centers where the friends were not working 
along systematic lines the fruits of the work were 
not so evident. 

Some copies of the Bahai News were reaching the 
Orient while we were there. Everywhere the friends 
were pleased with this effort. During our travels Mr. 
Struven and I felt much the need of such an organ 
which would strengthen the ties of Unity between the 
East and the West. 

About three years ago Abdul-Baha told me to pub- 
lish, semi-annually, a bulletin in both Persian and 
English, at the same time instructing that the matter 
to be published should first be sent to him to be 
approved. Accordingly, the manuscript for the first 
issue was sent to him, and after an interval of three 
or four months the matter for the second issue was 
also forwarded. Nothing was ever heard from either 
package There was much correspondence from my 
end of the line, but all to no avail for there were no 
traces to follow up. 
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I know that Abdul-Baha is still anxious to have an 
Occidental-Oriental publication to further the holy 
work. I feel that the Bahai News is a most impor- 
tant step toward this other work, and at the s am e 
time is accomplishing a long needed work among the 
English speaking assemblies. * * * 

Faithfully yours in His Cause, 

Charles Mason Remet. 

With this issue of the Bahai News, through 
the inauguration of a section in Persian, we be- 
lieve a stronger bond 
of Unity will be es- 
tablished between the 
East and the West, 
for it is evident that 
so long as this pub- 
lication appeared 
only in English w’e 
could not fully serve 
the Cause in the 
East, especially Per- 
sia — the “dawning- 
place” of the Univer- 
sal Light of this 
Great Day. 

This section — un- 
der the title, “Occi- 
dental Messenger,” 
and the able guid- 
ance of Mirza Ahmad 
Sohra b — will en- 
deavor to unfold 
Western thoughts 
and methods for our 
Oriental brothers 
and sisters. In this 
initial section of six 
pages he treats upon 
the power of the 
press and the need of 
a literary organ be- 
tween the East and mirza ahmad soheab. 

the West to spread Ed!t ° r Persian section of Bahai News 

Tablets and news of the Cause; he outlines nine 
articles of policy, concluding with an appeal for 
co-operation in this endea tv to serve humanity 
and make the publication a success. 
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Fourteen years ago the following words were 
revealed by Abdul-Baha in a Tablet to the Persian 
believers : 

The Divine confirmations have in every way pre- 
pared for you the means of development. Before long 
your brethren will come to Persia from Europe and 
America. They will organize new industries ; found 
the traces of civilization, various factories, the spread 
of commerce, increase of agriculture, and the univer- 
sal: nation of learning. As soon as security and tran- 
quility are reached to the limit of perfection by the 
endeavors of the government, they will come, and will 
make the territory of Persia the envy of the world 
and of the other provinces. At that time the govern- 
ment wall become exceedingly pleased, and the wishes 
of this Servant in wishing good for the Empire and 
my sincerity to the Imperial Throne, will become 
manifest. 

The organization of the Oriental-Occidental 
Interdependence Society in America* the work 
of Mr. Sydney Sprague and Dr. Susan I. Moody in 
Teheran; the journey of Mr. Remey and Mr. Stru- 
ven, and now the inauguration of a Persian sec- 
tion in the Bahai News, all indicate that the 
prophecy of Abdul-Baha is beginning to be fulfilled. 


GREAT SPIRITUAL AWAKENING IN PERSIA. 

LETTER FROM TEHERAN. 

Teheran, Persia, April 14, 1910. 
Through Mrs. John Deremo, Sec’y, Fruitport, 
Mich., U. S. A. 

Our beloved brothers and sisters in El-Baha: 
We were extremely delighted to receive your kind 
letter of January 31st, in which you very kindly 
informed us of the improvement of the Cause at 
Fruitport. Reaily, your letter was like a breeze 
of the dawn, making the blossoms of the gardens 
of our hearts to unfold and refreshing the trees 
which the hand of God has planted in our hearts 
and irrigated with the water of love. 

Now we feel we must inform you of the im- 
provement of the Cause in Persia, especially at 
Teheran. The friends are busy serving in 
the whole land of Persia, particularly at Teheran. 
Most of the people of Teheran, including nobles 
and others of every class, have been quickened 
by a spiritual awakening, accepting the Cause 
without the need of propounding any reason, for 
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the Cause is so rapidly and wonderfully progress- 
ing that nothing is needed to elucidate the truth 
of it. They see the truth as the light of day. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we must appreciate 
the value of our time very much and take it up 
with His service — that is, in serving the people 
who are neglecting, for if today passes away it 
does not come back again. The duties of to- 
morrow will be according to the needs thereof, 
and its service will be a branch of the tree of the 
service of today; therefore, if we do not plant the 
tree today, we will not have the branch tomorrow. 
Moreover, in every day or century God does not 
manifest in the world; if He did, we w’ould not 
he honored with the unlimited bounty of the day 
of the Manifestation. So we must try to separate 
ourselves from all else save God and help each 
other in serving the people, so that they may get 
out of the deadly dark wilderness and see the 
Light of El-Baha, through which they can reach 
the Source of Love, which is the only purpose of 
creation. 

The door of correspondence is the best means 
of all for helping each other and remembering 
one another, so we hope you will kindly have it 
always open and let us know how you are in 
health and in serving the Cause. 

Bahai greetings and love from all to all. We 
remain, 

Your most loving brothers, 

The members of Mahfele-Morattab of Teheran. 

Address in response : Monsieur Mirza Rahime Khan, 

Chef de Bureau des Colis-posteaux, Teheran. 

AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. 

REMEY AND STRUVEN. 

(Continued from page 11.) 

matters would be continued for the day. During the 
two days and three nights of our visit, seventydive 
new people wished to register their names, to have 
the list sent on to Abdul-Baha as believers. At the 
first season of teaching in this place over 360 regis- 
tered in like manner. 

Now, inspiring as is this assembly of Kungyangoon, 
nevertheless there is a great responsibility there, the 
responsibility of educating over one hundred children 
who are now totally without schooling. We are much 



18 


BAHAI NEWS 


in hopes that the friends in the West will arise to 
assist in this educational matter. In Mandalay a 
school is also much needed. The mass of believers 
here in Burmah are very poor, and alone they cannot 
inaugurate this matter. They need a helping Bahai 
hand from without their circle. 

The education of children is one of the most 
important commands of Baha’o’llah. In the West 
on account of our excellent school systems, the Bahais 
as a body have not been called upon to found such 
institutions, but here in the Orient it is a very serious 
question before our people to be solved. 

It would be well if some of the assemblies would 
correspond occasionally with the centers here in Bur- 
mah. Letters sent to the above address will be 
forwarded to the Mandalay friends. 

The Bahais here send you their love and greeting, to 
vhich Mr. Struven and I add ours. 

Tours in the Love of Abdul-Baha, 

Charles Mason Re met. 


Extracts from a letter written Mr. Remey to the 
members of The Woman’s Assembly of Chicago, 
dated Bombay, India, April 19, 1910: 

BOMBAY. 

My dear sisters, there is a great work for you to do 
among the women of the East — a work which none 
save you (the Bahai women of the West) can do! 
The Eastern woman needs the helping hand of her 
Western sister. * * * For ages she has been left 

in ignorance and in the slavery which ignorance per- 
force places one. Under the light of the Bahai Cause 
she now realizes her condition and seeks the freedom 
which enlightenment and education alone can give. She 
must now be taught, but here in the East she has no 
teachers ! She is awaiting your coming and the 
emancipation and blessings which that will bring. 
Bahai women teachers from the West are greatly 
needed in all parts of the Orient. * * * Western 

teachers must come here and live. Flying visits are 
not sufficient to meet the needs. 

Woman is the key of the problem of Oriental educa- 
tion both material and spiritual, and we see clearly 
that the Bahais must arise to meet this need. * * * 

Charles Mason Remet. 


CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian 
by simple lessons and phonographic records. Each 
pupil receives all necessary individual help and atten- 
tion through a system of written lessons and criti- 
cisms. No Persian written characters are used ; the 
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. 

REMEY AND STRUVEN. 

Second of a Series of Letters Under This Heading. 

TABLET FROM ABDTJL-BAHA. 

Through Mr. Howard Struven, to the Spiritual 

Assembly of Baltimore, Maryland: 

he is god! 

O ye Merciful Assembly! 

Mr. Struven became the herald of the Kingdom 
and traveled through the countries of China, India 
and Japan. The Supreme Confirmations bestowed 
assistance, so that he attained to this heavenly 
Bounty. He became the cause of the glory of the 
believers of Baltimore and imparted happiness 
and joy to the friends and maid-servants of the 
Merciful. He sacrificed everything in the Path of 
the Kingdom and imparted life to many souls. 
The results of this trip, ere long, will become ap- 
parent and manifest like unto the sun and moon, 
and the Most Great Confirmation be unveiled. 

O ye friends and the maid-servants of the Merci- 
ful, hearken to the counsels of Abdul-Baha. The 
world of matter is not worthy of consideration or 
indulgence therein. Soon the life of everything will 
come to an end, therefore you must endeavor to 
raise the banner of greatness in the unicol- 
ored universe of God, attract the splendors 
of the Sun of Truth, become the cause of the il- 
lumination of the realm of man, serve all human- 
ity, spread the essential oneness, become the em- 
bodiment of Divine Mercy, the imnersonation of 
the Gift of His Highness the Almighty, seek 
eternal life, and discover the majesty of the age- 
abiding sovereignty. 

Ponder and reflect a moment, millions of kings 
have stepped forth from the invisible world into 
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the arena of appearance, and all of them have van- 
ished and disappeared. But a servant of the serv- 
ants of the True One, who finds eternal life 
through the Breaths of the Holy Spirit, establishes 
everlasting dominion in the Kingdom of God; even 
in this temporal world his signs are spread and 
are known, his name becomes famous and his 
light diffused in every region. 

Upon ye he the Glory of God! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, 
June 17, 1910.) 

As stated in our last edition, the letters writ- 
ten by Mr. Remey to the Washington (D. C.) As- 
sembly and the House of Spirituality (Chicago) 
have been obtained for publication, two of which 
we present herewith: 

PASADENA, CALIF. 

Sept. 30, 1909. 

To the Bahai Assembly of Washington, D. C. 

Beloved Friends: — The farther west that Bro. Stru- 
ven and I travel the more impressed we are by the 
degree of firmness of the friends in the Centre of the 
Covenant — our beloved Abdul-Baha. * * * 

In June, a year ago, while I was with Abdul-Baha he 
spoke of the necessity of the believers coming together 
— only the believers — to read the Holy Verses and to 
speak of and discuss the Holy Teachings. I am sure 
that this is more necessary for us than that we should 
come together to hear one of our number give The 
Message to truthseekers who have assembled to seek 
knowledge of the Cause. There are two types of meet- 
ing. One for receiving spiritual guidance and one for 
giving the same. One when the beloved meet together 
for strength and enlightenment and one when they call 
the seekers together to share the heavenly bless- 
ings. Undoubtedly, Abdul-Baha saw the necessity of 
the believers coming together in the close communion of 
a meeting essentially for those of the Faith, when he 
spoke to me as he did. I remember some years ago in 
Washington we tried holding these meetings (which 
were not for the public) for the study of the inner 
soiritual Teachings and for the reading of the Holy 
Words — in other words to found the Teachings in our 
own heart. At that time, however, we were not very 
successful because the friends persisted in bringing 
those of their acquaintances into the meeting who knew 
nothing of the Holy Cause and each time a meeting for 
reading and study was announced many visitors came 
and the time was consumed by giving the historical 
sketches of the Bahai Movement and the friends went 
without having accomplished the object for which they 
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had assembled, and some were disappointed. Now, 
■surely, with the present degree of unity and harmonv 
of the Washington friends, all of this past is changed 
and now, through united action, they can arrange study 
meetings and carry them out in a united way. 

This leads me to my point. Thousands of teachers 
are needed in the Holy Cause, teachers who are ready 
and capable of going out and proclaiming The Message. 
Bro. Struven and I have been traversing an immense 
field in which there is but a handful of laborers. The 
people are hungry for the Word. Now we must do all 
in our power to arise to this situation and prepare to 
fulfil this calling and need. 

Wherever we go we find that the men in the Cause 
need encouragement, and need to come together as 
brothers and work in the Cause. Sometime since I 
wrote tosome of themen of the Washington Assembly, 
suggesting that they form an assembly of Teaching 
among the men. Now is the time for us to carry on 
a systematic spreading of The Message — sowing of the 
seed. The Washington friends through concerted action 
could with ease establish Bahai centers in the towns 
about the city, as well as in the various parts of the 
city, and then as the work progresses they will be able 
to go to other cities and then establish assemblies. 
Whenever there is a soul interested in a town there is 
a chance to interest others. Wherever a door is thrown 
open to the Cause, there the believers can go and meet 
new people and give The Message. * * * 

Here in Pasadena, Bro. Struven and I have been for 
ten days busy every moment. The work in this vicinity 
is growing each day. From here we go north to San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle and to other places in 
Washington (state). Then we sail for Hawaii, Japan 
and other places. We both join in love and greeting to 
each and all. 

Your brother in His Service, 

Charles Mason Re met. 

GEYSERVILLE, CALIF. 

Nov. 9, 1909. 

To the Members of The House of Spirituality of Bahais, 
Chicago, 111. 

Dear Brothers : — * * * Of the forty and more cen- 

tres which we have visited on this present tour, but 
very few are organized for efficient work. In most 
places the work is carried on by the women almost 
entirely. The fact that in many places the meetings 
are held in the early afternoon would indicate the ab- 
sence of many men. Wherever we have gone we have 
tried to stir up the men to organized effort. Now, if 
you could work for this end with all of the organized 
assemblies in the country, I am sure that a great work 
would be accomplished. In order to hold and interest 
men they must be kept busy. Women naturally gravi- 
tate together in meetings even when there is no work 
doing, but men do not. Just now the men are most in 
need of being reached. 

In some assemblies they have started organizing 
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Women’s Meetings before organizing the men and wo- 
men together, thus accentuating, rather than minister- 
ing properly, to the difficulty. Only today I had a let- 
ter from a good maid-servant saying that the only man 
in her assembly had refused to come to meetings be- 
cause he was the only man present. I mention this be- 
cause this condition is typical of that in most of the 
assemblies of America. No one can gainsay that the 
dear maid-servants have far more zeal than we have, 
but I know that in many places the men are simply 
waiting for men to show them how to work and what 
to do. 

Now, brothers, if you can through correspondence 
arouse the men in the various assemblies to organiza- 
tion, you will indeed do a work for Abdul-Baha. In 
most places the men are doing but little. As soon as 
they are organized and working together they will bring 
in more men — and so on. 

This work of organization is, I feel, especially neces- 
sary in the early growth of an assembly. I have seen 
the ill-effects of unorganized efforts which have been 
allowed to run along indefinitely. * * * 

From what I have seen upon my recent travels I 
know that the Bahais throughout the country would hail 
with delight and respond to a plan of simple organiza- 
tion which you could suggest. Now is the time for such 
a move. The results of it will be far-reaching. All the 
people need is a good suggestion and a little encour- 
agement. * * * 

Dear brothers. I know you will understad my mo- 
tive so I will not apologize to you for giving so much 
advice. * * * 

Yours in His Service, 

Charles Mason Remet. 


ACCA, SYRIA. 

The Ottoman officials have recently opened two 
large gateways through the thick, solid and an- 
cient walls of the old fort of Acca. Both open out 
on the green plain in front of Behje, where the 
Holy Tomb is located. Wonderful to relate, one of 
these gates is situated back of the old house of 
Abdul-Baha, where he often walked, during the 
time of his confinement, to the fortress! 

Furthermore, official men, architects and masons 
have come from Constantinople for the express 
purpose of planning a beautiful city outside of the 
old prison walls! To live today and witness 
the actual fulfillment of the old prophecies is 
verily a blessing for which we cannot be suffi- 
ciently thankful. Let the Bahai young architects 
and engineers get ready for work in the Holy 
City! Ameen TJ. Fareed. 
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INTERVIEW WITH ABDUL-BAHA. 

Extract from a letter written by a Mrs. Crockett, 
May, igio, to Miss Frances Johnson, Pearl City, 
Hawaii : 

I must tell you a little about Palestine and about 
one experience in particular. A visit to Palestine 
does certainly make the Bible seem like a new 
book and brings home to one’s heart the reality of 
Christ’s life and teachings. 

I felt this particularly at Nazareth, the home of 
His boyhood, and at the Sea of Galilee, which is 
so associated with His ministry. We had a lovely 
early morning row on the peaceful lake, and the 
memories of Christ that came to us seemed to 
make His presence very real. 

Now, I know you will be eager to hear of my in- 
terview with the one in Palestine whose teachings 
mean so much to you, the Prophet, or Abbas Ef- 
fendi,* as he is generally called. 

I found that he is not now kept a prisoner at 
Acca, but since the order of constitutional govern- 
ment in Turkey he is free to live in his home at 
Haifa (near by) and go and come as he will. 

I planned my trip so that I could stop and see 
him, for I remember when you gave me some of 
the literature to read you said: “If you go to 
Egypt, Palestine is not far away and you will 
surely want to see him.” So I planned for the in- 
terview with him when the others of the party 
went to Acca for a drive. (Perhaps you know that 
Haifa is a pretty little town right at the foot of 
Mi. Carmel.) 

Well, I sent word to him of my wish to see him 
and he replied that he would see me in the after- 
noon, as his time was taken up that morning in 
seeing some people from India. So I went to his 
house at the time appointed and was shown into 
the presence of an old man, clothed in the flowing 
robe of a Persian, with white hair and a long white 
beard, with eyes that seemed to look me through 
and yet were most friendly, too. It was the 
Prophet! He received me most graciously, and his 
interpreter, a young Syrian, a student at the Amer- 
ican Missionary College at Beyrout. 


*Abdnl-Baha 
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I told him first about the little circle of his 
friends in far off Honolulu — you who meet to- 
gether to discuss his teachings — and I told him of 
your love and loyalty. He seemed very happy at 
this and his face lighted up as he asked for the 
names of those 'who knew and loved him. * * * 

He sent you all his love and blessing and said he 
would pray for each one of you, and he added: 
“Tell them that they have a great mission — to make 
the blind eyes see, to make the deaf ears hear and 
to shed the light of knowledge where the darkness 
of ignorance prevails.” That was his message to 
you. He talked with me for some time, first tell- 
ing me of his country, Persia, of his life and then 
of his teachings. 

As he talked with me I felt my heart soften un- 
der the influence of his goodness and kindness, 
and the tears came to my eyes. He asked me about 
myself, if I were well and if I were happy. I re- 
plied to the latter question: “I have had many 
sorrows.” “Forget them!” he answered. “When 
your heart is filled with the love of God there will 
be no room for sorrow. There will only be love 
and happiness.” I cannot tell you the sweet sym- 
pathy of his voice as he said these beautiful and 
comforting words. 

Then he had the attendant bring in tea, a cup 
for him and a cup for me. We drank together, 
wishing each other health and happiness, and then 
he told me that he hoped he should take tea with 
me in the Kingdom of Heaven! 

When I praised the tea he said it was real Per- 
sian tea and presented me with a package to take 
away with me. (I wish I could send you some of 
it. I am afraid it would lose its strength though 
before it reached you.) 

When I finally said good-by he put his hand on 
my head and blessed me and wished that I might 
be a blessing. * * * I went away feeling soft- 

ened, uplifted and blessed. I am so glad you told 
me of him and urged me to see him. He wrote his 
name in my book for me and told me always to 
remember it. 

I tell you all these little incidents as I know 
they will interest you. 
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TEHERAN, PERSIA. 

Eskander Khan (Mr. Sydney Sprague) left for 
Acca, June 20tn, as far as Baku, Russia, with 
Mirza Ali Kuli Khan, who has been appointed 
Charge d’Affaires for Washington, or rather, all 
America. The former will return with his bride, 
Farahngese, the sister of Doctor Fareed, in the 
fall. We are all hoping that Mirza Assad Ullah 
will also come, as well as Razeah Khanum (Mirza 
Assad Ullah’s wife). 

Mirza Ali Kuli Khan had six Persian boys in his 
charge, some to be left in Europe, others taken 
to America to be educated. Dr. Mohammed Khan 
gave a dinner party for Mirza Ali Kuli Khan, to 
which Mr. Sprague and I were invited. He told 
us of his parting call on the young king that 
morning. The Persian parliament has given his 
wife a title and a decoration. He was pleased that 
the title, “Maker of Souls,” coincides so well with 
the one previously granted by Abdul-Baha, Rou- 
haniah, or “Spiritual One.” He also read his last 
Tablet, which he received after his arrival here. 
In this Abdul-Baha confirms him in the Cause and 
also prophesies the glorious future of Persia, the 
land of Baha’o’llah. 

A long and interesting article has recently been 
published in the journal of the Society of Arts, 
London. It is a reprint in full of a lecture given 
by Mr. Bernard Temple, who spent some months in 
Teheran last winter. He was in the Orient one 
year, making a close study of the Bahai Revela- 
tion, and the lecture is devoted to the Cause. The 
London Spectator of June 4th has quite a review 
of the lecture. It will attract attention to the 
great work being accomplished. Mr. Temple is a 
Jew and while he states, “I am not a Bahai,” his 
article shows a clear and really ardent appreciation 
of its principles, and as he quotes voluminously 
from the “Hidden Words” and gives the full facts 
and teachings in part by quoting from Sydney 
Sprague’s books — thus he gives out the essence, 
and we believe his work will be fruitful in leading 
many who seek the Light. Mirza Azizullah Khan 
wishes to translate it into Persian. 

Susan I. Moody. 
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THE MA3HRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

A recent pilgrim to Acca wrote to the Financial 
Secretary that when she was in Haifa last winter 
she ashed Abdul-Baha if it was not of great impor- 
tance to help in the sending of spiritual people to 
Syria to be taught by him, and he replied: “It is 
now of utmost importance for the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar to be built.” Corinne True. 

SPOKANE, WASH. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lehmann, 8 2d Ave., 
is oren Wednesday evenings for teaching. 



BELIEVERS OF SPOKANE, WASH., HOLDING A UNITY FEAST 
IN A SUBURB OF THEIR CITY'. 

The Unity Feast is regularly observed, being 
served at the homes of the different believers. 
Your correspondent served the Feast falling on 
June 5th; it was an out-of-door meeting, with 
twenty in attendance. The day was perfect, and 
as we wended our way up the hillside and spread 
the feast beneath the pine trees in a pleasant spot 
overlooking the valley, a sweet spirit of harmony 
and unity prevailed. After the Feast photographs 
were taken, copies of which will be forwarded to 
the friends in Persia. On June 24th the Feast was 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Killius; it was 
well attended and a time of spiritual uplift. 
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The Assembly recently held its annual election 
of officers, resulting as follows: Miss Mabel King, 
Secretary; Mrs. Annie Killius, Treasurer of Mash- 
rak-el-Azkar Fund; Mr. Albert Killius, Librarian; 
Mrs. Evelyn Moore, Mr. Orson O. Wolcott and Mrs. 
Killius, Board of Council; Mrs. Cora Ditmars, Mr. 
Killius and Mrs. Lesley O’Keeffe, Visiting Com- 
mittee. 

Each month the Bahai News comes with the 
welcome news from all parts, like wave after wave 
of sweet perfume. Lesley O’Keeffe. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 

Regular meetings of Assembly held at 2916 Beacon Ave. 
South. 

The Feast of Aug. 1st was held at the home of 
Mrs. Frank Geary, 127 Belleview Ave., North. In 
Everett, a near-by town, Mr. and Mrs. Washington 
MacCormick are building a home in which they 
hope soon to hold meetings. In Omak arrange- 
ments are being made to hold meetings in the 
home of Mrs. Laura Luther. In Tacoma a decided 
interest is now being manifested in the Cause. Mr. 
D. D. Babcock is attracting many souls in the town 
of Bremerton. Mrs. Charlotte Gillen is devoting 
her summer outing to the care of some small chil- 
dren on Whidly Island Ida A. Finch, Sec’y. 

HONOLULU, HAWAII. 

The coming of the Bahai News, every nineteen 
days, is awaited by one and all with the greatest 
eagerness. 

The Unity Feast of August 1st was observed 
very pleasantly by a number of Bahais and friends 
of the Cause at the home of Mrs. R., Thurston Ave. 
The presence of Abdul-Baha seems indeed a reality 
at these Unity Feasts, and the home which is 
opened for them seems to hold a blessing that lin- 
gers ever within its walls. Ella T, Rowland. 


According to the Government Census Bureau 
statistics gathered in 1906, dealing with the relig- 
ious life of the United States, and now in press at 
Washington, D. C., Bahais have twenty-four assem- 
blies, aggregating a membership of 1,280. 
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MONTH 

1st . . . 
2nd. . . 
3rd. . 
4th. . 
5th. . 
6th. . 
7th. . 
8th. . 
9th. . 
10th. . 
11th. . 
12th. . 
13th. . 
14th. . 
15th. . 
16th. . 
17th. . 
18th. . 

19th. . . 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME FIRST DATS 

. .Baha‘ (Splendor) Mar. 21 

. .Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

..Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

..Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

. .Nur (Light) June 5 

. .Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

. .Kalamat (Words) July 13 

. .Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

. .Kamal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

..Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

..Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

..Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

. .Qudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

. .Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

. .Masa'il (Questions) Dec. 12 

..Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

..Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

. .Malik (King) Feb. 7 

(Four intercalary days.) 

..Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


The letters of Mr. Remey, published in this is- 
sue, and the following extract from a Tablet to a 
believer in Persia, should receive the careful pe- 
rusal of the men who are interested in the progress 
of the Cause in the Occident: 

You have written regarding the Assembly of Women. 
Undoubtedly, show ye great effort in this matter, and 
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make constant endeavor in the expansion of its spheres, 
and know ye of a certainty that it will be crowned with 
great success. This subject is pregnant with far-reach- 
ing results and when it is directed in a benefitting man- 
ner, such women will be trained in that Assembly that 
the whole world will be astonished by their eloquent 
speeches and fluent utterances, and they will silence and 
discomfort the orators of the East and the West. To- 
day the women in the West lead the men in the service 
of the Cause, summon the people under the shade of the 
Blessed Perfection, and loosen their tongues in eloquent 
lectures, delivery of wonderful proofs and the elucida- 
tion of new arguments. 

( Signed ) Abdui.-Baha Abbas. 

We can testify that the above statement is the 
truth. Nine-tenths of the active workers in the 
Cause in the W T est are women. This should not 
only encourage the women of the East, hut should 
awaken the men of the West to their duty in the 
field of service. 


Our Persian section this month contains: (1) 
a Tablet to the Washington (D. C.) Assembly; 
(2) an article on Universal Bahai Education, quot- 
ing from Tablets of Baha’o’llah concerning the 
necessity of studying sciences and modern knowl- 
eges, citing statistics to show how much the 
United States spends for public schools and educa- 
tion; (3) news items of interest to our Oriental 
brothers and sisters. 


We are pleased to announce the engagement of 
Mr. Charles Mason Remey of Washington, D. C., to 
Miss Juliet Thompson of New York City. On be- 
half of all the friends the Bahai News wishes 
them every happiness. 


CHICAGO. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Sunday, 11 a. 
m., at Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, 
State and Randolph Sts. George Lesch, Sec’y. Ad- 
dress of Assembly, P. O. Box 283. 

A word concerning the work faithfully per- 
formed by the Board of Women’s Assembly for the 
past year: The records were beautifully kept, the 
Treasurer performed her work faithfully and the 
little box was supplied with the necessary means 
for the work done by the different chairmen. The 
work done by the Corresponding Secretary is as 
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well known as it is universal. Mrs. Loeding, 
Chairman of the Sick Committee, and her assist- 
ants, Mrs. Scheffler and Mrs. Bonds, visited the 
sick in many hospitals and homes, bringing fruit 
and flowers, and, best of all, Bahai love and cheer. 
Mrs. Foster, Chairman of the Philanthropic Com- 
mittee, is doing good work for the needy ones, as 
is also Mrs. Bara. Miss Jones, Chairman of the 
Educational Commitee, is interested in developing 
the Sunday School. We have established the truth 
of Abdul-Baha’s words to our Chairman of Organi- 
zation, Mrs. Waite, while she was in Acca, that 
women should organize assemblies for the spread- 
ing of the Truth. He said: “There must be or- 
ganization to accomplish orderly and systematic 
work. Without it no headway can be made.” 

Ida F. Brush, Pres. Women’s Assembly. 

DENVER, COLO. 

Secretary of Assembly, G. Nathaniel Clark, 4141 
Xavier St. 

While Mrs. Ella T. Nash and her daughter, Miss 
Louise Nash, were visiting Mrs. Willard Ashton, at 
Horse Shoe Ranch, Estes Park, a sad accident oc- 
curred, caused by horses being frightened by an 
automobile, and resulted in the death of baby Ash- 
ton. Mrs. Ashton was thrown out of the vehicle, 
followed by Mrs. Nash, who was holding the baby. 
Mrs. Nash sustained an injury of a fractured col- 
lar bone. The baby never regained consciousness. 
His little body was laid away on a beautiful hill- 
top overlooking the valley. The natural sur- 
roundings fittingly lent themselves to the meaning 
of the service, which included the following read- 
ings and prayers: 

To consider that after the death of the body the 
spirit perishes, is like imagining that a bird in a cage 
w T ill be destroyed if the cage is broken — though the bird 
has nothing to fear from the destruction of the cage. 
Our body is like the cage, and the snirit is like the bird. 
We see that without the cage this bird flies in the world 
©f sleep ; therefore, if the cage becomes broken, the bird 
-will continue to exist; its feelings will be even more 
powerful, its perceptions greater and its happiness in- 
creased. In truth, from hell it reaches a paradise of 
delights, because for the thankful bird there is no para- 
dise greater than freedom from the cage. 

Infants are under the shadow of the favor of God, 
and as they have not committed any sin and are not 
soiled with the impurities of the world of nature, they 
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are centers of the manifestation of bounty, and the 
Eye of Compassion will be turned upon them. 

In the Name of God, the Supreme, the High ! I ask 
Thee, by the sorrow of the hearts of the beloved and 
by the tears of the eyes of the lovers, to deprive me 
not from the fragrances of Thy Godliness in Thy Days, 
and from the melodies of the Dove of Thy Oneness "at 
the appearance of the Lights of Thy Face ! 

Hold Thou my right arm, O God ! and dwell con- 
tinually with me! Guide me to the fountain of Thy 
Knowledge and encircle me with Thy Glory. Let mine 
ears hearken unto Thy melodious tone and comfort me 
with Thy Presence. For Thou art the strength of my 
heart, and the trust of my soul, and I desire no one be- 
side Thee ! 

It is the desire of the parents to have on this 
hill-top an open sanctuary — a place of worship for 
others as well as for themselves. 

Willard H. Ashton. 

FRUITPORT, MICH. 

A picnie dinner was served near the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Petersen on July 31st. Bahais 
from Muskegon, Grand Rapids and Chicago were 
present — about fifty in all — an invitation having 
also been extended to those who were not Bahais. 
After dinner the Glad-tidings of the coming of the 
Kingdom were given. The meeting was a very 
impressive and profitable one, awakening the hearts 
of those who had known nothing of the Teaching 
before, as has been evidenced by their growing 
•interest in the Cause since then. 

Sec’y Fruitport Assembly. 

GREEN ACRE, MAINE. 

During my nine days at Green Acre five large 
Bahai meetings were held, many from Kittery, 
Portsmouth and other neighboring towns assem- 
bling to hear The Message. Mirza Sinore M. Raffie 
and Mr. Woodcock and family were also there, the 
latter for two days. Mr. Woodcock was tired out 
and not lecturing, although he spoke most impres- 
sively and with much spirit in one of the meetings. 

The last Unity Feast was held at the summer 
home of Mrs. Aline S. Devin in Eliot, quite a num- 
ber of Bahais and truthseekers gathering for tea 
late in the afternoon. 

Mrs. Ives and Mrs. Stansell, as well as Mrs. 
Magee and her daughters (all from New York), 
are now in Green Acre. Mrs. Stansell has been 
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conducting conferences upon the Teachings. Miss 
Jack, who spent some time in Acca, was at the 
Green Acre Inn. 

Miss Brittingham and Miss Zimmerman, both of 
Washington, D. C., and Miss Roharts, of Boston,, 
were in camp near Green Acre. Twice during the 
past w r eek there were gatherings there, where The 
Message was given to many. 

Charles Mason Remey. 

NEW YORK CITY. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Sunday, 11 a. 
m., at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 5 8th St. Paul P. 
G. Marshall, Sec’y, 139 Shippen St., Weehawkert 
Heights, New Jersey. 

Mr. Percy Woodcock and family left New York 
City Aug. 1st to spend a few weeks at Heron Is- 
land, off the Maine coast. 

During the past three weeks Mrs. Brittingham 
has been visiting Miss Dorr, a Bahai sister in 
Forge Village, Mass., spent a Sunday in Boston 
and addressed that assembly and visited Hudson, 
N. Y., holding several meetings. She is now in 
Philadelphia. James F. Brittingham. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Regular weekly meeting of Assembly, Friday evening, 
at 1219 Connecticut Ave. Joseph H. Hannen, Sec’y. 
Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. 

Since our last report a delightful supper and 
lawn party was given at the residence of Mrs. 
Helen S. Moss, Silver Springs, Md., in honor of 
Mrs. Russell and Miss Davies, of Chicago, and 
Mirza Farajullah Khan, of Isphahan, Persia. A 
large number of the friends were present, and the 
ability of this charming hostess to dispense hos- 
pitality on a large scale was again proven. On 
such occasions the joy of unity from the social 
aspect is demonstrated, showing anew that in all 
the walks of life the Revelation of Baha’o’llah 
adds a plus sign to the possibilities of the past. 

The Unity Feast of August 1 was particularly 
successful because of the participation of our col- 
ored friends, the large hall of the Conservatory of 
Music being well filled. Louis G. Gregory pre- 
sided and introduced the speakers, who were list- 
ened to with rapt attention. Mrs. Hannen super- 
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intended the material feast, which was the occa- 
sion of social intercourse and individual teaching. 

The work in Sumer duck, Va., referred to in the 
edition of July 13, has been followed up, the writer 
having addressed another capacity audience at the 
schoolhouse on July 24th. It is now planned to 
make the trip on the fourth Sunday of every 
month, and as there is regular preaching service 
also once a month, this may now be termed an or- 
ganized assembly. Furthermore, other points near- 
by are asking for meetings, and it is hoped that 
the Glad-tidings can be spread quite thoroughly as 
time passes. 

It is with sincere regret that we must chronicle 
the departure from this sphere of action of our be- 
loved sister, Miss Charlotte J. Colt, who entered 
the Better Land on the morning of August 3. Her 
dear, gray hair, surmounting a face of unalterable 
sweetness, will be greatly missed, as it seemed 
that she was like some angelic presence, command- 
ing respect and lending an air of devotion and 
spirituality wherever she went. None was more 
faithful in attendance upon the meetings, despite 
her age — she was 73 when she left us. The as- 
surance of unfathomed joys in the spirit world is 
a sweet comfort to our sorrow, and again the great 
test of religion is successfully passed — that it is 
good enough to live by and sufficient unto death. 

Joseph H. Hannen. 


It is reported that a little daughter has come to 
bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Maxwell of 
Montreal, Canada. 


CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian 
by simple lessons and phonographic records. Each 
pupil receives all necessary individual help and atten- 
tion through a system of written lessons and criti- 
cisms. No Persian written characters are used ; the 
English letters only are employed and pronunciations 
expressed in English characters. Many are taking 
advantage of this system, both in Europe and in 
America. 

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. RAFFIE, 
S. B., 729 Livingston Hall. Columbia University, New 
York City, U. S. A. 
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WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA TO FRIENDS IN 

AMERICA. 

Extracts from Tablets recently received by the Li- 
brarian of the Spiritual Assembly (H. of S.) of Chi- 
cago, for preservation in archives, and sent to the 
Bahai News for publication. 

HE IS GOD! 

O thou son of the Kingdom! 

***Today, the most important affair and great- 
est hope is the unity and concord of the Friends. 
In every city where the Friends are united, spirit- 
uality and illumination is manifest and apparent 
with infinite power and strength; but where 
there is a lack of the warmth of love, every one 
becomes withered, cold, unhappy and deprived. 
Therefore, endeavor ye with all your heart and 
soul so that union and concord may be increased, 
the Word of God promoted and the lights of unity 
be spread. Convey on behalf of Abdul-Baha the 
wonderful Atvhw Greeting to all the Friends of that 
Spiritual Assembly. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Aug. 16, 1910.) 

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! 

***Ere long the regions of the West will become 
the dawning-places of the East, and the Sun of 
Truth will shine in such wise that the darkness of 
ignorance will be dispelled. But a large multitude 
of people will arise against you, showing oppres- 
sion, expressing contumely and derision, shunning 
your society, and heaping upon you ridicule. How- 
ever, the Heavenly Father will illumine you to 
such an extent that, like unto the rays of the sun, 
you shall scatter the dark clouds of superstition, 
shine gloriously in the midst of Heaven and il- 
lumine the face of the earth. You must make firm 
the feet at the time when these trials transpire, 
and demonstrate forbearance and patience. You 
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must withstand them with the utmost love and 
kindness; consider their oppression and persecu- 
tion as the caprice of children, and do not give any 
importance to whatever they do. For at the end 
the illumination of the Kingdom will overwhelm 
the darkness of the world and the exaltation and 
grandeur of your station will become apparent 
and manifest; nothing will remain hidden. If the 
light remain in the depth of the well, ere long 
its shining will appear on the summit of the hill. 
The small ones will become great, the powerless 
powerful, the babes will become the children of 
the Kingdom, and the wanderers reach the Divine 
native land of the Father. Rest ye assured. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Nov. 14, 1909.) 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 


PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 

In anticipation of an active fall and winter cam- 
paign, the opportunity of reporting progress and 
plans through the medium of the Bahai News is 
welcomed. 

A Committee of Reorganization is now consider- 
ing an amended Constitution upon which to base a 
world-wide work, with no restrictions, such being 
the instructions given by Abdul-Baha in the Tablet 
addressed to the Officers of the Society, and which 
was printed in our previous review. It is contem- 
plated that the name of the organization shall be 
changed to the “Occidental & Oriental Interdepend- 
ence Association,” or that a similar designation be 
adopted which will adequately set forth its aims. 
In addition to the subject of education, there are to 
be separate divisions, known as departments or 
committees, devoted to agriculture, industrial de- 
velopment, commerce, medicine, arts and sciences, 
etc. A plan somewhat similar to the Bureau of 
American Republics, is in view, with the important 
difference that the aforesaid Bureau is only for 
North, South and Central America, while this As- 
sociation is to be for the whole World. 

In due season it is hoped that a monthly maga- 
zine will be issued in connection with the work 
©f the new Association, printed in English, Persian 
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and perhaps Arabic, and as the Association grows, 
also in other Oriental languages. There are to he 
agents in all countries, and to that end a committee 
of correspondence with all parts of the world wall 
be an early development. 

The headquarters of the Occidental & Oriental 
Interdependence Association will be in Washing- 
ton. W T orld Conventions are to be held every three 
or five years, the place to be designated at each 
Convention for the succeeding one. 

Broadly speaking, the object of the Association 
will be to furnish commercial and industrial data 
and information to oriental merchants about 
America, and to acquaint American manufacturers 
w r ith the commercial possibilities of the far and 
near East. Underlying this practical working, 
there is the idea of a universal Association to 
gather and disseminate in the East and the West 
information upon all subjects of human activities 
and inventions, so that both hemispheres may find 
a common channel through which their generous 
impulses and humanitarian aims may flow and. 
commingle. 

It is desired to have the new Constitution and 
By-Laws ready for submission at the first Annual 
Meeting of the Persian-American Educational So- 
ciety, in April, 1911, at which time the merger 
will be proposed. Meanwhile, the Committee de- 
sires to receive from all the Friends and others 
interested, suggestions and advices based upon ex- 
perience and observation, so that the Association 
may become truly a fit instrument for the propaga- 
tion of the great principles of brotherhood and 
an international medium for the exchange of goods 
and ideas. If anyone should desire to draft a Con- 
stitution embracing the foregoing suggestions, this 
will be particularly appreciated. The Committee 
will wait for one month from the date of this pub- 
lication, to receive suggestions, after which the 
formation of a Constitution will be undertaken 
here. This will then be submitted to law-yers w'ho 
are available for consultation, and perfected be- 
fore being finally presented. All correspondence 
upon this subject may be addressed to Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab, 1800 Belmont Road, Washington, 
D. C. 
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From every standpoint the proposed Occidental 
& Oriental Interdependence Association will be the 
first organization of its kind in the world possess- 
ing such a broad platform of universal principles, 
and this is truly a movement along Bahai lines. 
We pray God that He may confirm us to accom- 
plish the great work ahead. Much can be done if 
we have the co-operation of all. 

During the coming fall and winter, however, the 
Persian-American Educational Society will repre- 
sent the working nucleus of the larger organiza- 
tion, and our efforts will be concentrated upon its 
success. Since the last report, a draft for two 
hundred dollars has been sent to Mr. Sydney 
Sprague. Ten additional scholarships have been 
subscribed, as follows: No. 40, Miss M. Billet, New 
York; No. 41, Mrs. Gannett, New York; No. 42, 
Mr. J. D. Bosch, Geyserville, Cal.; No. 43, Mme. 
Aurelia Bethlen, Salt Lake City, Utah; No. 44, 
Mr. F. G. Hale, of Jersey City, and Mr. James, of 
Hoboken, N. J.; No. 45, Mrs. Luella Kirchner, 
Chicago; No. 46, C. B. Nourse, No. 47, Miss K. E. 
Nourse, No. 48, P. H. Nourse, of Atlantic City, 
N. J.; No. 49, Mr. T. T. Steele, New York. 

Many appreciative letters have been received 
from prominent persons in Persia; the Persian 
newspapers in Persia, Egypt and India have given 
columns to the consideration of this vital subject, 
predicting great things for the future. Thus the 
Orient has awakened to the work we are undertak- 
ing, and we dare not fail or stop short of large 
achievements. It is reported that a very interest- 
ing Constitution, written for the management of 
the Society in Persia, has been received from the 
authorities of the Tarbiat School. 

The following communications received recently 
by the Corresponding Secretary, will serve as an 
indication of the interest manifested at remote 
points : 

His Honor, the Persian Consul of Batoum, Russia, 
transmitted to me your little booklet of Persian-Ameri- 
can Educational Society, and he seems to be very much 
interested in this movement. Perhaps you have these 
little booklets already translated and printed in French 
and Russian. It will be very advantageous to us to 
find these little books in these two languages, so that 
we may spread it among our numerous acquaintances 
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of the French and Russian families, so that they may 
become acquainted with your great work. We will he 
infinitely obliged to you if you send us a few copies 
in French. Hoping to hear from you, accept, Monsieur 
Secretary, the assurance of my most distinguished con- 
sideration. ( Signed ) Miss Z. Robins, 

(Translated from the French.) Batoum, Russia. 


Dear Spiritual Brother — I read today in the Bahai 
News sent to me by Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, of Wall 
Street, and found it of the utmost importance, nay, 
rather, the greatest and most obligatory thing to be 
done, to help the Persian- American Interdependence 
Society, and am very desirous of helping it in all the 
ways I can. I am extremely desirous of becoming an 
active member of the Society for Bombay, if permitted, 
and beg to be asked to do all that I can and should. I 
am as vet a student of law, and have not begun to earn 
my honest penny. My most beloved father is a very 
staunch Hindoo. I being thus situated may not be able 
to help the Society by material means, which it most 
needs, hut hope to do so in the near future, when I shall 
he able to spare a little money. At present I offer my 
most humble services, greatest appreciation of its need 
and usefulness, and heartfelt desire to see it progress- 
ing. I most humbly and most respectfully pray to boa, 
that the Almighty may shower His Favors upon it. 
With love and greetings to all the spiritual brothers and 
sisters in E1-Abha; with due thanks to all the dear 
brothers and sisters who work for the P. A. I. Society, 
and a sense of the appreciation of the great work they 
do I beg to remain, my dear spiritual brother, your 

brother in E1-Abha, , . v „ Vt t 

{Signed ) N. R, va Kil,, 

16th July, 1910. Navsari, India. 


All are urged to secure more scholarships, and 
to work with us so that the coming winter season 
may see a large increase in this respect. We are 
before the eyes of the world, and must do our full 

The Librarian asks that attention he called to 
the need of literature for the Tarbiat School in 
Teheran. Any books, magazines, etc., will be 
welcomed. They may be sent direct to Mr. Sydney 
Sprague, clo Mirza Azizollah Khan, rue Arbah 
Jemsheed, Teheran, Persia, or to Mrs. Claudia S. 
Coles, 310 The Burlington, Washington, D. C. 
Postage on printed matter to Persia is the same 
as domestic rates, and no better use could be 
found for discarded magazines or spare books, 
than to pass them along for this worthy use. 

Jos. H. H annex. Cor. Sec'y. 


Washington, D. C., August 27, 1910. 
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AROUND THE W T ORLD WITH MESSRS. 
REMET AND STRUYEN. 

Third of a Series of Letters Under This Heading. 

We take the liberty of prefacing the letters se- 
lected for this issue with the following Tablet to 
one of the friends at Cincinnati, O., believing it 
not only confirms the correctness of the observa- 
tions of our brothers that organization and syste- 
matic work is needed in many centers, but that it 
will assist such centers in their endeavor to com- 
ply with the wish of Abdul-Baha expressed therein: 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

HE IS GOD. 

O thou seeker of the Kingdom! 

Thy letter was received. It is impossible to organize 
the House of Justice in these days ; it will be formed 
after the establishment of the Cause of God. Now, the 
Spiritual Assemblies are organized in most of the cities, 
you must also organize a Spiritual Assembly in Cin- 
cinnati. It is permissible to elect the members of the 
Spiritual Assembly from among the men and women ; 
nay, rather, it is better, so that perfect union may re- 
sult. According to the Texts of the Akdas the dues are 
to be collected in the Treasury in order to meet the 
necessary demands, but do not make the dues obligatory 
to anyone. Everyone can pay according to the dictates 
of their hearts and let it be a voluntary contribution. 

O thou seeker of the Kingdom ! Now is the time that 
you may become engaged in that country in the promo- 
tion of the Word of God, the diffusion of the sweet 
fragrances of the Paradise of Abha and the spreading 
of the Divine Teachings. 

Upon thee be the Glory of God ! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, May 18, 1910.) 

HONOLULU, H. I. 

Honolulu, H. I., Dec. 10, 1909. 

To the Members of the House of Spirituality of Bahais, 
Chicago, 111. 

Dear Brothers In His Name : — Before leaving the 
Coast it was in my mind to write you something about 
the things which Brother Struven and I had experienced 
in our visits with the various friends of the many Bahai 
Assemblies in America, hoping in this way to be of 
service to you by helping you to come into closer touch 
with these many centers. * * * 

Both Brother Struven and I feel the necessity of 
systematic and united work and organization in the 
various Assemblies ; that the believers should unite and 
work in the name of the Assembly, whichever one it 
may be. 

It seems to me that The House of Spirituality can 
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do much to meet this need. By correspondence with 
the men in the various centres the plan of systematic 
work could be presented to them in such a way that 
they would take hold of it. * * * As I wrote before, 

I feel that now is not the time for the women through- 
out the country to organize, but rather for the men. 
and women to organize together. The plan of or- 
ganizing exclusive women’s meetings in the younger 
assemblies tends towards accentuating rather than 
diminishing the gravity of the question of getting the 
men believers to take an active part in the work. 

That old misconception, the idea that Abdul-Baha 
does not wish any organized effort, is still in the 
minds of some of the friends. * * * 

Greetings In His Name, 

Charles Mason Remet. 

Honolulu, H. I., Dec. 14, 1909. 

To the Washington (D. C.) Assembly: 

Dear Friends in E1-Abha : — Today Howard Struven 
and I are leaving these Islands for Japan. Our stay 
of three weeks here has been a short, pleasant and most 
busy one. Nowhere on our travels have we found so 
spiritual a response to The Message as here in Hono- 1 
lulu. For some time past there have been ten or a 
dozen firm believers here, but outside of a very few, the 
Bahai Cause was not known. All was ready for a pub- 
lic movement when we arrived. 

A campaign of public meetings was planned and 
successfully carried out. There has been some opposi- 
tion, but very little ; and a little ridicule,, but this has 
also been very slight. Public meetings have been held 
almost daily and besides these there have been study 
classes for the seekers after Truth ; study classes for 
believers ; two Unity Feasts, and the celebration of the 
Fete of Abdul-Baha (Nov. 26th), as well as other 
meetings. Practically the whole town knows something 
about The Message — between the meetings and papers, 
almost everybody at least knows the name “Bahai,” 
and knows that now an assembly is here organized for 
systematic work. 

The ladies are going into philanthropic work, too — 
doing this in the name of The Bahai Assembly of Hono- 
lulu. This, I feel, a very important step, and one which 
the believers in all places can well emulate. In each 
centre we should unite as an assembly and take a po- 
sition in the active work of the place in benefiting 
the people and working for the public good In His 
Name, the Name of Baha. The more we do this the 
more we will grow. The less show made the better, 
nevertheless we should not work anonymously, but let 
our light shine and be felt. This will attract the souls. 
As Abdul-Baha says, we must manifest forth the love 
of the Kingdom through deeds. The organization and 
work of the Washington (D. C.) Assembly is an ex- 
ample and an inspiration to all. We have informed all 
of the friends of the good news we hear from you, and 
this is inspiring others to do likewise. 

Tours in His Cause, 

Charles Mason Remet. 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME FIRST DATS 

. .Baha* (Splendor) Mar. 21 

. .Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

..Jamal (Beauty).... Apr. 28 

..Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

..Nur (Light) ..June 5 

. . Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

..Kalamat (Words) July 13 

..Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

. .Kamal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

..Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

..Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

. .Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

..Qudrat (Power) ...Nov. 4 

. .Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

..Masa'il (Questions) Dec. 12 

..Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

..Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

..Malik (King) Feb. 7 

(Four intercalary days.) 

..Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


Our Persian section this issue contains a Tablet 
to the Spiritual Assembly (H. of S.) Chicago, dated 
Dec. 16, 1902; an article on Universal Bahai Educa- 
tion, quoting statistics from England and France, 
also Tablets; and following news items: (1) Unity 
Feast at Washington, D. C., (2) Mr, Remey^s visit 
to Green Acre, (3) receipt of letters from Mashad, 
Persia, (4) concerning Mirza Ali Kuli Khan. 






BAHAI NEWS 


9 


NEWS NOTES. 

The Philadelphia, Pa., Assembly has been 
greatly favored by the visits of Mr. and Mrs. Brit- 
tingham of New York City, Mrs. Russell of Chi- 
cago, Mrs. Dixon of Washington, Mr. Hope of 
Baltimore, Mr. and Mrs. Dahl of West Hoboken, 
and Hilbert Dahl of Pittsburg. On the evening of 
Aug. 17th, a meeting was held in a hall. Mrs. 
Brittingham gave The Message in a beautiful, clear, 
loving way and every one was attentive and seem- 
ingly eager to learn. About fifty people were pres- 
ent. A Bahai baptism was held at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Summers, No. 3228 Fairhill St., on 
the afternoon of Aug. 20. Walter, Irvin and Harry 
Summers, Harry Weyand, and Elwood, the infant 
son of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Revell, were bap- 
tized in the name of the Kingdom of E1 -Abha, by 
Mrs. Brittingham. In the evening the Unity 
Feast was observed at the home of Mrs. Mary 
J. Revell, 1429 Mayfield St. Twenty-one believers 
were present at this beautiful meeting. J. E. R. 

Excerpt from a long prayer revealed by Abdul- 
Baha at the marriage feast of Mirza Eskander 
Khan (Mr. Sydney Sprague) and Farahangise 
Khanum, daughter of the well-known Bahai 
teacher, Mirza Assad Ullah, who were recently 
married by Abdul-Baha, himself, in the presence 
of representatives of all nations and religions at 
Haifa, Syria: 

Lord ! Verily, Thy servant, Eskander Sprague, jour- 
neyed to the most remote countries while aglow with 
Thy Love ; he was attracted by Thy Call while in those 
far-away regions, hastened to the Radiant Spot (the 
Holy Land) and willed to unite with Thy pure maid- 
servant who believeth in Thy Verses, who is aflame 
with the Fire of Thy Love and who is related* to The 
Branch of the Tree of Thy Grace. Lord ! Make this 
marriage blessed by Thy Favor ; happy by the benedic- 
tion of Thy Generosity ; an indissoluble tie ; a partner- 
ship holy unto Sprague ; a blending fellowship, a re- 
joicing, a unity and an affinity lasting throughout the 
Eternity of Eternities, in every world of Thy Holy 
Worlds — upon the plane of the Spirits and the Lights. 
Verily, Thou art the Helper ! Verily, Thou are the 
Generous ! Verily, Thou art the Merciful, the Clement l 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Aug. 19, 1910.) 

* Farahangise Khanum is a niece of “The Branch/' 
Abdul-Baha. 
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Charles Mason Remey addressed the regular 
meeting of the New York City Assembly, held in 
Genealogical Hall, Sunday, Aug. 21st, giving a 
very interesting account of his extensive travels 
and experiences with the Bahais in the New Holy 
City (Acca and Haifa, Syria) and in Turkey gen- 
erally, and in India, Persia, Russia and Europe. 
In the evening both he and Miss Juliet Thomp- 
son, to whom he is engaged, were present and 
took part in an interesting and largely attended 
meeting at the residence of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge. 
Mr. T. D. Puller, of Chicago, was also present at 
these meetings. Mrs. Eva Webster Russell, also 
of Chicago, has been a most welcome visitor dur- 
ing the summer, reading to the friends the letters 
of Doctor Moody from Teheran, Persia. A. P. D. 

Miss Georgiana Dean is now in Fairhope, Ala., 
ministering to the needs of Mrs. Paul K. Dealy, 
who is afflicted with blindness. She writes: “Mrs. 
Dealy suffers a great deal, yet she gives The Mes- 
sage to all she can. Her face shines with the 
light of God.” 

Mirza. Ali Kuli Khan has arrived in Washington, 
D. C., and presented his credentials to the State 
Department in the capacity of Charge d’Affaires 
Hom Persia, but will leave in a few days for the 
West to bring back his family who are now in 
California. 

Mr. Remey has recently visited Hudson, Johns- 
ton, Utica, Clinton, Ithaca, Pomery and Cazenovia, 
N. Y., accomplishing much good for the propa- 
ganda, unification and solidarity of the Cause of 
God in these centres. 


CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian 
by simple lessons and phonographic records. Each 
pupil receives all necessary individual help and atten- 
tion through a system of written lessons and criti- 
cisms. No Persian written characters are used ; the 
English letters only are employed and pronunciations 
expressed in English characters. Many are taking 
advantage of this system, both in Europe and in 
America. 

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. RAFFIE, 
S. B., 729 Livingston Hall. Columbia University, New 
York City, U. S. A. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

To the Beloved of God in Teheran, Persia. 
he is god! 

0 ye Beloved Friends of Ahdul-Baha! 

Today the most important affair is delivering the 
Cause of God and spreading the fragrances of God. 
The duty of every soul among the believers of God 
is that he must rest neither day nor night, and 
with every breath think of the diffusion of the fra- 
grances of Truth. That is, he must endeavor as far 
as lies in his power to quicken and guide a soul to 
the Path of Immortality, for this service of his 
will be perpetuated throughout centuries and cycles.. 

The power of the faith of the first guide will be 
transmitted, find continuation and become manifest 
in the lives of other believers, until one sanctified 
soul will become the cause of quickening a hundred 
thousand souls. Consider how important this is, 
for the guidance of one soul is greater than the 
sovereignty of a kingdom. The temporal dominion 
is ended in a few days and no effect or result, no 
rejoicing or happiness, no beatitude or praise and 
no name or fame is produced thereby. But this 
sovereignty which consists in the guidance of the 
souls is eternal and everlasting. It embraces the 
Divine Beloved and it establishes man upon the 
throne of grandeur. Therefore, Spiritual Assemblies 
must be established in all the cities and their aims 
must be the guidance of the souls. 

Likewise some teachers must be sent to various 
parts and in every direction, for the sake of diffus- 
ing the fragrances of God, so that they may direct 
the seekers to the Divine Path ; even the coming 
and going of the friends is beneficial. For instance, 
the friends who live in the smaller cities often do 
not receive any news, and then only at random. 
Now if certain souls arise to travel through these 
places, give the Glad-tidings of God, stay in every 
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place a night or two, deliver the news of the Holy 
Land and other countries and cities of the East and 
West, and associate with them with the utmost love, 
enthusiasm and happiness, this will be conducive to 
attraction and enkindlement, the people will be 
trained in spiritual matters and obtain exhilaration 
and life. This will become the cause of diffusing 
the fragrances and the motive-power of the promul- 
gation of the Word of God. 

His Honor, Mirza Aga Taraz, and Ali Akbar are 
two blessed souls, and they are the cause of happi- 
ness to the heart of Abdul-Baha. It is assured that 
they will become assisted in the universal services, 
and in the Kingdom of Abha they will shine and 
gleam like unto the morning star. 

Upon ye be the Glory of God! 

{Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, especially for the 
Bahai News, Washington, D. C., July 14, 1910.) 

TEHERAN, PERSIA. 

We are indebted to Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi of Chicago 
for the following extracts from a -letter which he 
received recently from Dr. Youniss Khan of Teheran, 
Persia : 

The troubles, calamities, poverty, etc., which happened dur- 
ing the late years, have resulted in that the people of 
Teheran, the old and the young, the rich and the poor, have 
turned their faces toward the Threshold of the Holy Cause in 
tuch a manner that a thousand teachers are not enough to 
five the glad-tidings. Although all the friends of God, men 
end women, are occupied in spreading the Cause, yet when 
a teacher comes from another city all rush to him, and they 
want to hear more. 

The assemblies and organizations for the welfare of humanity 
and services for mankind are numerous in the city. For 
example: (1) The Spiritual Assembly has the charge of all 

spiritual matters. (2) The Assembly of Peace for the settle- 
ment of difficulties which might occur among the friends. 
(3) Mahfala Mouratab is an assembly which looks after the 
order of the material and spiritual matters. (4) The Assembly 
of the New Society. This has charge of the financial welfare 
of the Cause, such as schools, etc. (5) Charity Society, for 
the help of the poor and needy. Besides these organizations 
there are two schools, one for boys and another for girls. 
These admit not only Bahai children, but also outsiders. All 
are treated equally. The poor are accepted free. 

The Tarbiat school held its commencement exercises recently. 
This is the best school in Teheran. All the royal ministers 
and officers were present. The American embassador, although 
not a Bahai, was so filled with enthusiasm that he took a 
photograph of the party. 

A hospital has been established in which Amat-el- Allah, Dr. 
Susan I. Moody, Dr. Aristo Khan, Dr. Atta Ullah Khan, Dr. 
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Mohammed Khan and the writer. Dr. Youniss Khan, are 
practicing. Each doctor is in charge of a special department. 
Thus, Dr. Moody is the superintendent and the gynecologist 
for women’s diseases. This makes it a well-equipped hospital. 

Besides the above mentioned institutions and spiritual gath- 
erings there are fifty Assemblies for teaching. Consequently, 
in this day the Sun "of Baha’oTuiah and the Light of Abdul - 
Baha, The Center of the Covenant, is shining with utmost 
brightness in Persia. 



DOCTORS OF THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED HOSPITAL IN TEHERAN. 


NEWS NOTE. 

A farewell gathering for Dr. Sarah Clock was held in the 
home of Mr, and Mrs. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 139th Street, 
New York City, on Sunday evening, September 4th. She sailed 
on Thursday, the 8th, for Haifa and Kazoin, Persia, with her 
friend, Miss Straiton, of Scranton, Pa. 
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. 
REMEY AND STRUVEN. 


Fourth of a Series of Letters under this Heading. 

Certain letters from our brothers printed in pre- 
vious issues of the Bahai News properly belong to 
the series and should be incorporated in this article. 
We refer to one under the heading “The Outlook in 
Japan” (No. 2 issue), and one concerning Kunjan- 
goon (No. 8). As it is unnecessary to reprint 
them, we present the following, written at Rangoon 
and Bombay, India, respectively: 

RANGOON, BURMA. 

Rangoon, Burma, Feb. 10, 1910. 
The House of Spirituality of Bahais, Chicago, 111., U. S. A. 

Dear Brothers in El- An ha : — Brother Struven and I arrived 
here one week ago and are enjoying, more than I can express, 
the companionship of the believers in this and neighboring 
cities. * * * 

The time has come in India for the Cause to be known 
outside of Islam. As in the early days, Christianity was for 
years considered as a sect of Judaism, so now in many Ori- 
ental countries the Cause of E1-Abha is thought to be a 

Moslem sect. Now, through the assistance of the Western 

friends, this notion is being corrected. When our teachers 

come and travel in these countries they prove to all that 

the Holy Cause is for the West as well as the East. This 
has a powerful eifect upon the people, and through it many 
are attracted. 

Brother Struven and the Rangoon Assembly send you and 
all of the friends greeting. We are busy day and night with 
meetings and receiving truthseekers from every phase of 

religion, Jews, Christians, Moslems, Parsecs, Buddhists and 
Hindoos (Brahmans). * * * 

In His Service, 

Chakles Mason Re hey. 

BOMBAY, INDIA. 

Bombay, March 24, 1910. 

To the House of Spirituality of Bahais, Chicago, 111. 

Beloved Brothers in the Love of Abdul-Baha : — * * * 

After leaving Rangoon, we came on to India, landing in 

Calcutta. There we remained six days, where several well- 
attended meetings and feasts were held, including one public 
lecture. In Calcutta one assembly is composed chiefly of 
young men. It is a new center, yet full of life and vitality. 
There we had a very profitable stay. 

From Calcutta we went to Benares, Cornpau, Agra, Delhi 
and Mount Aboo. Our travels in these places were chiefly 
on account of wishing to see the many architectural remains 
of past India. From this latter place we went to Baroda, 
where our good friend, Mirza Mahmood, was expecting us. 

Baroda is the capital of one of the free states of India, 

which has its own government, ruler, etc. * * * It is the 

most progressive place (native) which we have visited here 
in India. Its Maharajah is the wealthiest ruler in these parts, 
museums, schools and the like for the benefit of his people. 
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There are very few English there. All of this progress comes 
from the native government * * * There the Cause is 
also in a good way. * * * 

Here in Bombay we are having a beautiful time — quite a 
busy one with the friends. Several lectures are arranged. One 
before the students of Elphistom College for this afternoon, 
and one for next Friday before the Theosophical Society. Many 
truthseekers are coming to the Maslirak-el-Azkar, where daily 
meetings are held. * * * 

Here in these Oriental countries I see everywhere the need 
of the Western Bahais. These people here have something 
for us. From them we can learn a lesson of devotion and 
love, and we can also teach them certain things which they 
must learn. From my experience in these several Oriental 
countries I see, and have seen for some time, that the Cause 
here needs Western enthusiasm and “push” to bring it out. 

* * * We must come to their aid in this matter. * * * 

The most necessary of all things now in the Bahai Cause in 
these countries of the East, is that some teachers may be 
sent to the East. The Oriental Bahais have given us the 
motive force of the Cause; now we must go back to them 
with the application of the same. * * * 

Faithfully yours in His Holy Cause, 

Charles Mason Remet. 

P. S. — * * * There was a good turnout this afternoon 

at the lecture on the Bahai Movement before the students of 
the Elphistom College — I should say about two hundred. After- 
wards we took tea with the Principal of the College and con- 
tinued the good work. C. M. R. 

W'ORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA. 

Some of the words uttered by Abdul-Baha to 
Messrs. Howard C. Struven and Charles Mason 
Roney while in his -presence at Haifa, Syria, May, 
1910 : 

“Welcome! You are blessed in making such a 
world pilgrimage and by being allowed to serve in 
so many countries. Many tourists travel around the 
globe visiting places and cities, but their tours have 
no lasting effect and are soon forgotten. The effect 
of your tour will be eternal. Its effect will be seen 
during the ensuing centuries.” 

Abdul-Baha mentioned the great love with which 
the Persian Bahais had greeted Dr. Moody when 
she arrived in Persia, accompanied by Mr. Sprague, 
saying that between Enzeli, on the Caspian Sea, and 
Teheran there were nineteen relay stations and at 
sixteen of these there were Bahais gathered to greet 
these Western Bahais. 

Abdul-Baha then asked about Professor Barakatul- 
lah and the work in Japan. W T hen told of the 
labors and service of that believer, he was very 
pleased, and said that if the people of Japan re- 
sponded to the Teaching theirs would be a blessing 
and production of the greatest good. 
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Abdul-Baha sends word to the American believers 
that it is necessary for some of them to go to Japan 
and there engage in spreading the Cause, saying 
that great results would be produced if some of the 
friends were to go to that country to enter into 
trade and business and at the same time do spiritual 
work. 

The greetings and messages of the many friends 
in the various assemblies visited were given to 
Abdul-Baha and he w T as pleased. He was very much 
pleased when told of the love, kindness and hospital- 
ity of the Bahais in all countries. 

Abdul-Baha spoke of the great work done by the 
simple and uneducated Bahais. Through purity of 
heart many had become so spiritually enlightened 
that their words had had great effect upon the 
minds and hearts of the learned and wise. Some 
of these simple, pure souls had even written books 
by dictation. 

Abdul-Baha asked regarding the hardships of the 
journey, but was assured that any incidents of that 
nature were forgotten and as if they had never 
been. He then asked whether the addresses given in 
the various cities had been prepared or were extem- 
poraneous. When told they had been the latter he 
said that the teacher should always speak from the 
heart, for only words from the heart reach the 
hearts of the hearers and has effect, whereas when 
one speaks not from the heart, the effect of his words 
is but a passing one. All teaching should be done by 
the Spirit working or speaking through the teacher, 
and should not come from the mentality of the in- 
dividual. One should always use spiritual methods 
in teaching. 

In speaking of spreading the fragrances of the 
Kingdom, Abdul-Baha said : “In movement there 
is life,- in immobility there is death. The traveling 
of the teachers from place to place, country to coun- 
try, and from the Occident to the Orient, is one 
of the greatest means for sowing spiritual seeds in 
the souls of the people.” 

In speaking again of Japan, Abdul-Baha said: 
“Blessed results will appear from the Holy Cause 
established in that land. I have sent your letter 
regarding the work in Japan to Mr. MacNutt* in 


♦See editorial, page 9. 
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New York, that he may spread the word for some 
of the American believers to go to Japan, and there 
serve and teach in the Cause. It is very good for 
teachers to travel, and, through the love of God, 
give life to the people. American Bahais should go 
to the Oriental countries as teachers.” 

At another time Abdul-Baha said: “Encourage 
the Bahais to hasten to India, both men and women 
teachers. In India, in particular, women teachers 
are needed. Delay not! "Now is the time to travel 
there, and in Persia, too.” 

“Later on, the results of your journey will be 
clearly seen. Praise be to God! — now our meeting 
here in the Land of Desire (the Holy Land) is open 
and easy, while in the past it would have been 
most difficult. Some of the friends came long dis- 
tances and could only see me from a distance. Now 
you must go out and serve — you must no longer 
stay here.” 


The Bahai News wishes to inform its readers 
that Miss Laura Clifford Barney’s drama, “God’s 
Heroes,” is now out. The publishers are, in U. S. 
A., J. B. Lippincott, Philadelphia; in Europe, 
Kegan Paul, London. This play, as it deals with 
the early history of the Cause and the heroic influ- 
ence of Qurratul ’Ain, will be, we are sure, of 
interest to all. The proceeds of the sale of this 
book will go to the Mashrak-el-Azkar’s fund and 
towards helping to start a school for girls in 
Teheran, Persia. 

Our Persian section this month contains: A Tab- 
let to the New York Spiritual Assembly, received 
August 13, 1909; an article on College Education 
of Women in Europe and America, and urging the 
friends in Persia and other countries of the East 
to open schools for girls; mention is made of the 
newspaper and magazine articles on the Bahai 
Revelation, published in the West during the present 
year: (1) May 27, Journal of the Royal Society of 

Arts; (2) June 4, London Spectator; (3) July 3, 
New York Times; (4) July 31, Baltimore Ameri- 
can; (5) August 1, Baltimore News; (6) August 5, 
Washington Post; (7) August 16, Washington Her- 
ald. Mention is also made of Prof. Barakatullah in 
Tokyo, Japan, and his monthly magazine, The 
Islamic Fraternity . 
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MONTH 

1st. . . 
2nd. . . 
3rd. . 
4th. . 
5th. . 

6 th. . 
7th. . 
8th. . 
9th. . 
10th. . 
11th. . 
12th. . 
13th. . 
14th. . 
15th. . 
16th. . 
17th. . 
18th. . 

19th. . , 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME FIRST DATS 

. Baha‘ (Splendor) Mar. 21 

.Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

.Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 2S 

.Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

.Nur (Light) June 5 

. Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

.Kalamat (Words) July 13 

.Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

• Karaal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

.Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

.Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

.Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

.Qudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

.Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

. Masa'il (Questions) Dec. 12 

.Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

.Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

.Malik (King) Feb. 7 

Four intercalary days. 

.Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


Word lias been received that Abdul-Baha is in 
Egypt. 

Two matters of importance are presented to the 
Bahai "World through this issue of the Bahai News. 
One is the necessity of raising approximately $3,000 
before January 1, 1911, to meet the payment due 
at that time upon the land for the Mashrak-el- 
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Azkar in America; the other is the necessity of 
teachers arising to go to India, Persia and Japan. 
Concerning the first matter, moneys should be sent 
to the Financial Secretary of the Bahai Temple 
Unity, Mrs. Corinne True, 5338 Kenmore Ave., 
Chicago, 111., as early as possible; concerning the 
latter. Mr. Howard MacNutt, 935 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., will answer any inquiries and 
accept suggestions from or arrange plans with those 
who feel they can undertake this service in the 
Cause, in accord with the wishes of Abdul-Baha 
as expressed in the following Tablet: 


To his honor, Mr. 
EI-Abha. 


MacNutt — Upon him be B ajxa j cr llai-I 
he is god ! 


o thou herald of the True One! 

His honor, Mr. Remey, is traveling in India and has cre- 
ated wonderful interest among the people. Truly I say , _ m 
these days, India is awakened to a greater receptive capacity. 
The letter of Mr. Remey is enclosed. Consider how India has 
attained to receptivity. If several teachers from America 
travel to those parts it is certain that the Bights of the 
Kingdom shall illumine that, region and many souls will be 
raised from among the Hindus and become the Army ot 
Heaven, and through the power of the Word of God and the 
outpouring of the cloud of the Bove of God. the> will make 
India a rose-garden. Encourage and urge a few souls to take 
a trip to India so that they may fully realize that the doors 
of the Kingdom are opened, behold the uninterrupted con- 
firmations of His Highness BahaT/llaiIj and unfurl a banner 
wavin°- forever and ever with the breezes of Divine Confirma- 
tion and Assistance. Give this matter your most earnest con- 
sideration. for it is the most important problem Of all prob- 
lems concerning the Cause. W e have also written to Persia 
to send a teacher to that country, but if several souls go 
from America it will have greater influence and weight and 
far-reaching results will become apparent and manifest. 

Upon thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious ! 

(Sin edj Abdul-Baha Abbas. 


(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, May 17, 1910.) 


If you feel the “call” of the Spirit to serve either or 
both of these needs in the Vineyard of EI-Abha, 
we would suggest you respond at once.. “Delay 
not!” Through quick decision and action it may be 
possible to send a representative to the Congress of 
Religions to be held in Calcutta in January- as sug- 
gested by the following extract from a letter recent- 
ly received by Mr. Chas. Mason Remey . 


The Bahai Assembly of Rangoon has just received a letter 
from the House of Spirituality in Chicago, L. S. A., to -the 
effect that no American can be sent as a Bahai delegate at the 
Conference of Religions to be held in Calcutta in January next. 
As the meeting in this conference will be solely conducted in 
En-lish I ask vour leave to suggest that the presence ot an 
American or a European Bahai in this Assembly would be ex- 
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tremely beneficial to the Cause. Among us in this country — 
as you have seen yourself — there is none who can do this task 
so well as a brother of us from the West. However, as it is 
not yet too late, I hope you will see your way to help us in 
this matter. * * * We people in the Bast are accustomed 

to view such events as full of mysterious significances ; and my 
personal notion is that the occurrence of such incidents in this 
age is meant by Providence for the widespread of the Message. 

Syed Janab Ah. 

The editors desire to express their deep apprecia- 
tion of the hearty manner in which the friends are 
co-operating with them, uniting their forces in an 

effort to make the Bahai News a worthy servant 

«/ 

in the glorious Cause. It is entirely a labor of 
love, all serving for the joy of so doing, the money 
received being used only to meet the necessary ex- 
penses of publication and mailing. By adding the 
Persian section, its field of service is widened, and 
w r e hope, in time, if God wills, that both sections 
may be enlarged, thus permitting us to utilize more 
of the valuable material on hand for publication. 

Three thousand copies of a forty-page booklet, 
printed in Persian by the Bahai News Service, per- 
taining to the Mashrak-el-Azkar project in America 
up to and including the Convention of 1910, has 
been mailed throughout Persia, Russia, India and 
Egypt, during the past month. The manuscript 
was compiled and written by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 
and the cover designed by Charles Mason Remey, 
while the cost of its production was donated by 
three of the American friends. 

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

“The greatest affair and the most important matter today 
is to establish a Mashrak-el-Azkar and to found a Temple 
from which the voices of praise may rise to the Kingdom 
of the Majestic God.” — Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

The real purpose for the construction of a ma- 
terial structure, called the Mashrak-el-Azkar, has 
not been clear to all. Abdul-Baha tells us to exert 
every energy to build the material structure — “thus 
may the outward represent the inward and the 
form or letter express the reality or meaning.” He 
teaches that no soul is formed separate from a 
body — hand in hand they come forth. As the great 
Mashrak-el-Azkar work develops, the effect upon 
the world, Abdul-Baha explains, is like the entrance 
of the spirit into man. We must build this great 
Body so that the Abha Spirit may pervade the 
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world — like the soul does the body — and have a 
throne upon which to be seated. 

More zeal and earnest effort will be necessary 
from now on if we are to be obedient servants to 
Abdul-Baha, for it is his wish that we should meet 
the payments on the land as they come due. Not less 
than $3,000 must be raised before January 1st, as 


the following will show: 

On hand at the last convention §5, 709. 46 

Receipts since then 2.910.29 

Total $8,619.75 

Disbursements 6,103.97 

Amount now in hank $2,515.78 


We have $375 interest to pay December 24, 1910, 
and $5,150 to pay January 1, 1911. 

America has been magnificently aided and 
strengthened by liberal contributions from the Ori- 
ent. Shall we let these deeds of generosity end in 
failure and our glorions Mashrak-el-Azkar work 
flicker out like a taper for lack of real, earnest, 
zealous work? It will be built, Abdul-Baha says, 
but it is our privilege to be the builders, or we may 
slumber and others come in and do this noble work 
of God. 

Corinne True, 

Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity . 


NEWS NOTES. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brittingham recently spent four days with the 
friends in Baltimore. 

Mr. T. C. Rice-Wray of Newark, N. J., is in Los Angeles 
for two or three months. 

Mr. Albert H. Hall of Minneapolis was with the Chicago As- 
sembly Sunday, September 25th. 

Mr. Percy F. Woodcock and family have returned to New 
York City and are at their old address, 230 West 97th street. 

Mr. Oscar Hinckley of National City, Cal., and formerly of 
Chicago, and Mr. L. K. Scotford of Chicago were in Los Ange- 
les recently. 

We regret to report the severe illness of two of our Chicago 
young people : Mr. Charles Seheffler, who is suffering with 
typhoid fever, and Miss Arna True, who is convalescing after an 
operation for appendicitis. 

Mr. D. D. Babcock of Bremerton, Wash., reports that the 
fund for sending a teacher to Teheran, Persia, is now complete, 
a prompt and generous response having been received to bis cir- 
cular letter addressed to the friends. 
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ABDUL-BAHA IN EGYPT. 

First of a series of special news items pertaining to 
the tour of Abdul-Baha. 

Portion of a letter from Mr. Sydney Sprague to Mrs. Isabella 
D. Brittingham. 

Mount Carmel, August 29, 1910. 

Dear Sister in the Holy Cause: — I have a very big" 
piece of news to tell you. Abdul-Baha has left this 
Holy Spot for the first time in forty-two years, and 
has gone to Egypt. Think of the vast significance 
and importance of this step! By it many prophecies 
of the sacred Scriptures are fulfilled. The Light and 
Life of Acca has departed and we feel as though we 
were now left in obscurity while Egypt is illumined, 
and that ancient country which has seen the prophets 
Joseph and Moses and even the infant Christ is now 
to see the Consummation of all the prophets. Will 
it appreciate and realize this Bounty? Everyone was 
astounded to hear of Abdul-Baha’s departure, for no 
one knew until the very last minute that he had any 
idea of leaving. The afternoon of the day he left, he 
came to Mirza Assad Ullah’s home to see us and sat 
with us awhile beside a new well that has just been 
finished and said that he had come to taste the water. 
We did not realize that it was a good-bye visit. Then 
he took a carriage and went up the hill to the Holy 
Tomb (of the Bab). That night, as usual, the be- 
lievers gathered before the house of Abdul-Baha to 
receive that blessing, which every day is ours, of be- 
ing in his presence, but we waited in vain, for one of 
the sons-in-law came and told us that Abdul-Baha 
had taken the Khedivial steamer for Port Said. We 
could hardly believe it was true, so great was this 
news. Think how happy we must be that after forty- 
two years in this cage, the Divine Bird has spread 
His wings and in perfect freedom flown away. 

Special. — Word has been received from Port Said 
that Abdul-Baha has sailed from that port on a 
steamer for an unknown destination. 
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. 

REMEY AND STBUVEN 

Fifth of a Series of Articles under this Heading. 

SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Written shortly after the interviews with Abdul- 
'Balia, from notes taken at the time, by Charles Mason 
Remey, while in Haifa, Syria, May, 1910. 

Question — Many of the American believers desire to 
worship daily in accordance with the Teachings. What 
prayers should they use daily? No instruction has 
yet been revealed for them regarding daily worship. 

Answer — Later on I will give instructions. 

Q. — Was Baha’o’llah of the seed of Jesse? 

A. — Yes. He was the ninth generation in succes- 
sion from Jesse, but this was not the Jesse of the 
Bible. 

Q. — What is the Command regarding the giving of 
tithes: Is it 19% of the increase of one’s capital, or 
is it the one-nineteenth part of one’s income ? 

A. — It should be the one-nineteenth part of one’s 
income. This tithe giving is a blessed privilege. 
Among mankind money is the greatest thing. This 
giving will confirm the people. With this money 
many great works will be done. In Hamadan in 
Persia, the Jewish believers raised much money in 
this way. At first I did not accept this money, but 
later on I directed that it should be used in their 
own town for the Bahai school. This giving was a 
great spiritual blessing to those believers. Everyone 
knows how the Jews love money. 

Q. — Is tne calendar as revealed by the Bab to be 
used in this Dispensation ? 

A. — Yes ; but later on modifications will be made. 

Q. — From what year does tne era of the New Dis- 
pensation date — from the Declaration of the Bab or 
from that of Baiia’o’llah ? 

A. — From the Declaration of the Bab, 1260 A. H. 
or 1844 A. D. 

0. — Which day of the week will the Bahais event- 
nally observe as a day of rest? 

A. — Friday. 

Q. — We have been taught that Baha’o’llah was 
the Seventh of a series of great World (Universal) 
Manifestations of this present cycle, Christ being the 
sixth, Melchesidec the fifth, while the first four 
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were before the compilation of our present world his- 
tory, and of them we have ro records; that their 
teachings were applicable to all mankind under all 
conditions ; while upon the other hand the Manifesta- 
tions, such as Zoroaster, Abraham, Moses, Moham- 
med and the Bab were sent each to a certain people, 
bringing teachings which were applicable to those 
certain conditions and people only, while the teach- 
ings of the World Manifestations were not limited in 
their application to peoples. Is this teaching correct ? 

A. — Yes, it is correct. 

In a subsequent conversation, during which ques- 
tions icere being ashed and answered, Abdul-Baha 
said : 

That Baha’o’llah was not a descendant from the 
Prophet Zoroaster. 

Inat the Anniversary of the martyrdom of the Bab 
should be observed with solemnity by the friends. 

That the Anniversary of the Departure of Baha’- 
o'llah should be observed in like manner, and that 
in the night time a meeting of prayer should be held. 

That it would be well for the Western friends to 
interest themselves in commercial and industrial mat- 
ters with the people of Persia, for Persia and the 
West both need connection one with the other. 

That in serving together the believers should always 
avoid those matters upon which they cannot agree. 
The believers should serve together, the men and 
women working together in harmony. In meetings of 
consultation the majority should rule, but it is far 
preferable that there should be such unity that mere 
be no minority — that all should be of one mind. 

LETTERS FROM RANGOON AND BOMBAY. 

A glimpse of the immediate result of the tour of 
Charles Mason Remey and Howard G. Struven, which 
Abdul-Baha has said trill have eternal effect and “ be 
seen during the ensuing centuries” : 

Rangoon, Burma, Aug. 1, 1910. 

Mr. Charles Mason Remey. 

Dear Brother in the Great Service of El-Baha : — Our foremost 
thought is to heartily congratulate you on your happy return 
home after a brilliant conquest of so many kingdoms for the 
Great Kingdom of Balia’. That you have been the instrument 
to introduce this Divine Light in numberless dark regions is a 
pleasure in reality to us. We always feel the spirit left among 
us by your good self and dear brother Mr.. Struven, who Is 
rightly called by Abdul-Baha, in his Tablet, “Proclaimer of 
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Truth,” and we look with expectant eyes the recurrence of such 
events as often as possible, for they are calculated to leave, 
invariably, happy indelible impressions on the memory. 

Another important event of which I would like to inform you, 
as the result of the wonderful work your happy spirit has been 
doing in this region ever since we were blessed with your de- 
lightful presence here, is the opening of a school in Kunjangoon 
village in the suburb of Rangoon for the education of the 
Bahai children of that quarter, by our good Brother Janab 
Syed Mustafa Sahib. He took great pains in getting a house 
erected in his presence and supplying books and various other 
materials as much as is consistent with our extremely poor fund. 
At present there are 71 children — 30 boys and 41 girls. The 
number, however, is swelling very rapidly. We like to connect 
it, if possible, with the Persian- American Bahai Educational 
Society, founded in Persia by Mr. Sydney Sprague, and we 
earnestly hope that this Society will arise from its present 
limited sphere to the station of Universal Alma Mater for the 
Bahai World ; and the Bahai educational seminaries in all 
regions may come under the direct supervision and parental con- 
trol of this Society. Kindly pray that this cherished hope of 
ours may be accomplished. We would welcome with great 
pleasure any suggestion that you would be pleased to offer re- 
garding the methods to be employed or the procedures to be 
adopted for the training of these Bahai children in this school. 
For the time being we have employed a Mnlla, who has just 
accepted the Faith under somewhat mysterious circumstances, 
to teach Burmese and Arabic. 

The history of this Mulla is very interesting. He was one 
of the staunchest Mulla s prior to when the Message came to 
be delivered in the village of Kunjangoon, in which place, as 
yon have seen, the Bahai movement is progressing wonderfully. 

This Mulla, immediately after the advent of the Bahai spirit 
in the village, became dumb, and remained so for the last three 
years. But during the last week when our Brother Hazrat 
Syed Mustafa had been staying there and looking after the con- 
struction of the school building, this man in one night while 
he was by himself in his booth in the paddy field, saw a sudden 
glow of Light before himself and at once, most wonderfully, 
regained bis lost power of speech— his first utterance being, 
“The Manifestation is a true one for it has enabled me to 
speak !” and for two or three days continuously was like one 
possessed, delivering talks in the praise of God. He embraced 
the Faith himself on the spot and induced his father, 70 years 
old, and his grandfather, aged about 90 years, to do the same. 
* * * Such is the history of this Mulla who is now a Bahai 

and whom our friend Syed Mustafa chose to teach the children 
there. 

The servants of God in this part of the world feel great de- 
light in extending their Bahai love and greetings to the friends 
of God living in the New World. 

The Cause has received a very good encouragement by your 
presence in India, which we hope will be frequently repeated 
by other American teachers as well. 

Our dear brother Syed Mustafa is just preparing to leave 
Burma for India, with the view of watering the seeds already 
sown by you and Mr. Struven, and nursing them to bring forth 
healthy fruits to the best of his ability. 

With Bahai love and greetings, we remain devotedly yours. 
The Bahai Assembly of Rangoon, 

Per A. 8. Ismaeel 

Bombay, August 19, 1910. 
Miss Gertrude Buikema, Chicago, 111. 

My Dear Spiritual Sister : — Ton need not be amazed to 
read this letter. This unity is due to the All-Powerful, 
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and this correspondence due to the holy command that we 
should correspond in order to spread the holy breezes of 
love and unity. This acquaintance of name is due to our 
beloved friend and brother Prof. Charles Mason Remey of 

Washington. D. C. 

I am a Hindoo believer in the Most Blessed Cause, by 

the favor of the Almighty, and you will be interested in 
knowing that we have a society in Bombay where there are 
many Zoroastrian and Mohammedan (Persian as well as 
Indian) believers. There are two Hindoo believers also. 

The president of the society is Aga Mirza Mahram, whose 
name you might have heard. 

We had the happy occasion of having the cheerful faces 

of our two brothers, Prof. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. 
Howard C. Struven, in their tour around the world, and 

hope to have many more as it is most needy. 

We have another society in Rangoon and Mandalay, while 
we have scattered believers all over India. The cause is 
not spread far and wide over India, but Abdul-Baha has 
said that Bombay will surely advance and that India will 
become a beautiful garden of believers. No doubt the Cause 
is progressing very rapidly all over the world and when 

God thinks it fit, India will have her share. It is no 

doubt a blessing to us that we have a very learned teacher 
like Mirza Mahram, whose very presence is enough to 
breathe spirit into our nostrils, but it is a misfortune of 
India that he does not know English and cannot bestir her 
because of his want of the power of expression. 

My desire is to inform you of many or any important or 
praiseworthy events that take place here. A Mohammedan 
believer of Punjab, who had recently believed and gone 

to his native place, was opposed and troubled by his parents, 
friends and relatives. At last, having found him firm, they 
asked his sister to poison him. She did so. He was 
poisoned, but — thanks to the Almighty 1 — he was at once 
removed to the hospital and is cured. He is the first Indian 
who gave the risk of life. 

Give my love and Bahai greetings to all the sisters and 
brothers. I send the love and greetings on behalf of the 
society, too. 

I am your spiritual brother in EI-Abha, 

Naeaxan Ranguath Vakil. 


THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR. 

“Today all the beloved of God in those parts must endeavor 
that the Chicago Masbrak-el-Azkar be founded and be built 
in the utmost solidity and exquisiteness.” — Abdul-Baha 
Abbas. Translated by Mirza A. K. Khan, Dec. 17, 1908. 

The Executive Board of Bahai Temple Unity has 
just held a session in Chicago and finds from reports 
of treasurer and financial secretary that more prayer, 
more work, more money, must be put into the Mash- 
mk-el-Azkar work than we have been doing. Abdul- 
Baha tells us it is the greatest and most important 
work in the Cause in America today, and yet this 
Board finds itself nearing the time for important pay- 
ments with a deficit in the fund unless the friends 
throughout the country arise with a tremendous zeal 
and sacrifice and supply the needed money. 



6 


BAHAI NEWS 


The treasurer reports money in bank October 1st, 
$3,108.14; interest due in December, $375.00, and a 
note of $5,150.00 to be met January 1, 1911. Thus, in- 
two months at least $2,500 more will be needed. 

Abdul-Baha said to some Chicago pilgrims: “The 
most important thing now in America is the build- 
ing of the Mashrak-el-Azkar. You and your friends 
must endeavor in this matter. This building will be 
the cause of the confirmation of the believers. It has 
a great effect because it is the beginning of the foun- 
dation. After centuries it is not so important as it is 
now, but now it is very important. At first they build 
the Temple and worship in it and grow. In past 
times they could not build it so outwardly. This 
building will be the cause of Unity and prosperity of 
the Cause.” 

When asked by a pilgrim last year if he would 
come to America, Abdul-Baha replied: “If they build 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar.” Again, w T hen entirely alone 
with him, this pilgrim asked, “Will you come to 
America?” His face grew very serious and a great 
majesty came upon it. After a second or two he con- 
tinued: “If the ground in America is well prepared 
so that much work can be done for the Cause.” The 
pilgrim then said to him, the responsibility rested 
upon the believers, and be replied: “The building of 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar will prepare that ground.” 

The friends will read elsewhere in this issue a 
description of Abdul-Baha’s sudden departure for 
Egypt. Let America take warning from this sudden 
departure and exert her utmost energy lest Abdul- 
Baha come upon us suddenly and “find us sleeping.” 

As one soul in many bodies let the believers of 
America work and pray till the Mashrak-el-Azkar is 
accomplished. All contributions will be received and 
receipted for by the financial secretary, Mrs. Corinne 
True, 5338 Kenmcre Ave., Chicago, 111. 

Your servants. 

The Executive Boakd Bahai Temple Unity. 

Mountfort Mills. 

Annie L. Parmcrton. 

Bernard M. Jacobsen, 

Arthur S. Agnew. 

Corinne True. 

William, H. Hoar. 

Joseph IT. TTannrn . 

Roy C. Wilhelm. 
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MARRIAGE OF MR. SYDNEY SPRAGUE AND 
FARAHANGIZ KHANUM. 

Extract from a letter written by Mr. Sydney 
Sprague, from Haifa, Syria, Aug. 3, 191 0, to Dr. 
Susan I. Moody, Teheran, Persia: 

Now I know you will want to hear all about my marriage. 
The first part took place July 20th, which happened to be the 
feast day of Elijah, the Prophet, and Mt. Carmel was en fete. 
Abdul-Baha, himself, appointed the day so that Mr. Cobb could 
be here — he left the next day. 

On that day all the pilgrims and the Bahais of Haifa gath- 
ered in the home of Mirza Assad Ullah. and Abdul-Baha was 
present. * * * A wonderful Tablet, which he had re- 
vealed especially for our marriage, was chanted, and after the 
special prayers revealed by BAitA^O'LLAH for such occasions 
were chanted, Abdul-Baha gave a long, beautiful talk, dwell- 
ing on the great significance of this union and calling down 
the blessing of God upon it. Then I had the great joy of 
pouring rose water, which I had brought from the garden of 
Kurat-ul-Ayn in Kazvin, on the hands of Abdul-Baha and all 
the guests and of serving them to shereeni (sweets), tea, etc. 
In another place Farahangiz was holding a meeting for women. 
These meetings took place a little before sunset. Four days 
later a Muila came and married us according to the laws of 
Islam, Abdul-Baha also being present. Then that same night 
he called Farahangiz and me to him, and as we knelt before 
him, he took from his hand two rings and gave them to us, 
anointed our heads with oil and sent us forth hand in hand from 
his presence, uplifted with pure and holy joy. Oh ! I am sure 
no wedding was ever more sacred, more pore, more beautiful. 
All of the holy household were present. All of them have shown 
us such love and kindness. The Greatest Holy Leaf has given 
me a ring she used to wear and she, herself, prepared F.ara- 
hangiz for the wedding — a thing she has never done before, 
saying that Farahangiz was her own daughter. She and the 
holy mother and all sent us beautiful presents. Abdul-Baha 
presented us each with our wedding clothes. Is it possible 
for any one to be more blest on this earth than we? Ought 
not this union to be a very happy one and endure throughout 
all eternity as Abdul-Baha said? 

There were several plgrims here from Eschkahad, Baghdad 
and Kazvin, and I entertained them and the Bahais of Haifa 
at a dinner, Farahangiz entertaining the women. I forgot to 
say that on the day of our wedding Abdul-Baha sent me with 
his sons-in-law and grandchildren to pray at the Holy Tomb. 

Now we are settled at the home of our parents and are very 
happy. Each day as we grow to know each other better our 
love deepens. I could never have found a more loving, de- 
voted, beautiful wife either East or West. She is willing to 
go anywhere with me. 


NEWS ITEMS. 

A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Windust at 
Chicago, October 3d. 

We are asked to announce that Mrs. F. S. Smith, 3 Church 
Place. North Adams, Mass., will gladly entertain any visiting 
believers. 

Books, magazines, etc., for the Persian -American Educational 
Society should be sent as heretofore requested, either direct to 
address givon in Battat News No. 10, or to Mrs. C. S. Coles, 
Librarian. 310 The Burlington, Washington, D. C. 
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MONTH 
1st. . . 
2nd. . . 
3rd. . 
4th. . 

5 th . . 
6th. . 
7th. . 
8th. . 
9th. . 
10th. . 
11th.. 
12th. . 
13th. . 
14th. . 
15th. . 
16th. . 
17th. . 
18th . . 

19th. . . 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME FIRST DATS 

. Baha' (Splendor) Mar. 21 

.Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

.Jamal (Beauty).,.. Apr. 28 

.Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

■ Nur (Light) June 5 

.Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

.Kalamat (Words) July 13 

.Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

.Kamal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

.Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

.Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

.Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

.Qudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

.Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

.Masa'il (Questions) Dec. 12 

.Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

.Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

.Malik (King) Feb. 7 

Four intercalary days. 

.Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


A letter from Mirza Heydar Ali Oskoey of Tabriz, 
Persia, tells of the joy of the friends over the inaugu- 
ration of the Persian section of the Bahai News and 
all eagerly await the arrival of future issues. He 
says it is read again and again in their meetings, and 
that many of their youths can read and speak English 
fluently, therefore the section in English is also a 
great delight to them and they are kept busy trans- 
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lating, as the older people wish to know what it 
contains. 

Our Persian section this issue consists of ( 1 ) a 
Tablet revealed for the Hoboken (H. J.) Assembly in 
1907; (2) an article on Universal Bahai Language 
in its religious, scientific and historical aspects — 
quoting from writings of Baha’o’llaii and Abdul- 
Baha — concluding with a description of the Sixth 
Esperanto World Congress held in Washington, D. C., 
recently; (3) news of Abdul-Baha’s sojourn in Egypt, 
(4) and of Aga Seyad Assadollah Gomi going to Port 
Said from Acca at the wish of Abdul-Baha — to take 
the place of the late Seyad Taki Menshadi — through 
whom all letters for Abdui-Baha from the East and 
the West are forwarded. 

The little band of faithful Bahais composing the 
Seattle, Wash., Assembly has by united and system- 
atic effort accomplished great results. Because of 
the inspiration it will be to all, we quote the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter received recently by 
Mrs. Corinne True from Mrs. Ida A. Finch, Secretary 
of the Seattle Assembly: 

“Thank you, dear sister, for the kind words in regard to 
our Assembly. The fact that money comes to you regularly 
is because wo have determined, through the help of the Spirit 
of Ari-ia, to be steadfast and -elf-sacrificing in the path so 
plainly marked out by Abdul-Ba la. We give for the love of 
giving. The reason the amounts are not larger is because 
there have been calls from so many persons in dire need for 
the necessities of life, and we never turn an appeal aside. 
Since January 30, 1910, we have given money according to 
the following statement : 


Mashrak-el-Azkar fund $260.00 

Printing and books 139.00 

Expenses 152.61 

Teheran school 36.00 

Teacher for Teheran and calls outside the 

city 109.35 

Philanthropic work in Seattle 123.87 


$820.83 

We will, however, endeavor more and more for the Mashrok- 
el-Azkar, but you see from the amounts enumerated that it 
comes first in our giving.” 

“The Oriental Rose — or, the Teachings of Abdul- 
Baha,” a book by Mary Hanford Ford, recently pub- 
lished by the Broadway Publishing Co., 835 Broad- 
way, Hew York, is a creditable addition to our Bahai 
literature. The author has caught the spirit of the 
Subject and depicts it with an enthusiasm and 
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warmth that is contagious. It gives an excellent his- 
toric outline of the Bahai Movement, incorporating 
many incidents in the life of the Bab for which the 
author acknowledges indebtedness to M. Nicolas, sec- 
retary of the Persian Legation in Paris, who has 
written a biography of the Bab. It is a book every 
Bahai will enjoy reading and can hand to others to 
interest them in the Cause of Baha’o’llah. The book 
is tastily bound in cloth; the price is $1.00, postpaid. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Tlie Fall campaign has commenced in earnest, and with the 
return ot the regular attendants and a gratifying proportion of 
inquirers, the meetings are assuming normal proportions. The 
Unity Feast of September 27 was devoted to the discussion of 
plans and the development of enthusiasm in the work of the 
coming season, in the Washington Assembly. Addresses were 
delivered by Miss Grace E. Griswold, Mrs. Lua M. Getsinger, 
Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Dr. E. H. Egbert, and the writer. Miss 
Katharine McNeal, who assumes charge of the Studio at 1219 
Connecticut Avenue for the season, rendered charming musical 
selections, and with appropriate refreshments our Persian broth- 
ers, who had charge of the feast, concluded a most enjoyable 
evening. 

Late advices from the East contain the important news that 
Abdul-Balia, in fulfillment of a promise given last year, is v sit- 
ing the believers in Cairo. He spent some time in Port S-'id 
en route. The Glad-tidings seem almost incomprehensible. The 
first thought inspired is that America should proceed rap dly 
with the completion of finances for the Mashrak-el- Azka r, that 
we may consistently ask for the blessing of a visit to this 
country. 

The Persian colony in Washington has been increased by the 
presence of three young men, brought over by the new Charge 
d’ Affaires, Mirza Ali Kuli Khan. These sons of nobility are 
here for the purpose of obtaining an education along American 
lines, and their coming marks an epoch in history. This is 
another fruit of the Bahai movement. 

Mr. Albert H. Hall spent several days in the city as a dele- 
gate to the American Prison Association Convention. His visit 
is timely as an inspiration in plans for the Mashrak-el-Azkar 
fund. 

The Sunday morning Bible class resumes its sessions Octo- 
ber 2. 

Mr. Stanwood Cobb, of Massachusetts, is to be in Washington 
this year. 

Mr. Charles Mason Remey returns shortly, and expects to re- 
main with us for some time. 

Miss Louise Shuman and Ardeshir Irani, our friend from 
India, left on September 1 for Kirksville, Mo., where they have 
taken up the study of Osteopathy. These devoted and regular 
attendants at onr meetings will be missed. 

Several of the friends have been seriously ill recently, but all 
are progressing favorably. The recovery of Mrs. R. H. Baruitz 
has been little short of miraculous. When, on September IS. a 
number of the friends gathered at her home to join in prayers 
for her welfare, few thought that she would recover from a 
serious operation performed on the 19th. But at the present 
writing her convalescence is most satisfactory. Mr. W. P. 
Ripley is recovering from his illness, and the condition of Mrs. 
Jere. W T ilt shows improvement. 

The decth is reported, on September 9th, of John Klaus, the 
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grandfather of Messrs. Edward and Howard Struven, at his late 
residence, Catonsville, Md. His age was 86. He enjoyed very 
much, even with his feeble and failing sight, the reading of 
such Bahai literature in German as could be secured. 

The Baltimore Assembly has changed the Sunday Bible class 
from afternoons to evenings, and plans an alternation of leaders. 

The work in Sumerduck, Va., progresses, and the meeting on 
the fourth Sunday of each month has been adopted permanently. 
At the last meeting, the school house was too small to accommo- 
date those who came, some driving several miles to hear the 
Glad-tidings. Any of the friends who undertake teaching in the 
smaller and isolated communities will find a gratifying number 
of thoughtful, earnest souls ready to listen. 

Jos. H. Hanken, 


ASSEMBLIES IN THE OCCIDENT. 


Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly represented. 


NORTH AMERICA 


Baltimore, Md. — Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings at 
629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings at 516 Broadway. Resi- 
dence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue. 

Boston, Mass. — Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock, in Beckton Hall, 
200 Huntington Avenue. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Meetings every Sunday and Thursday evening at 
494 Elwood Avenue. 

CHICAGO. Ills. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at Cor- 
inthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph Streets. 
Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283 George Lesch, Secretary. 

Denver, Colo. — G. Nathaniel Clark Secretary, 4141 Xavier Street. 

Kenosha, Wis. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10:30 a. m.; Sun- 
day school, 9:30 a. m., at Gronquish Hall. 218 Park Street. Address of 
Assembly Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 Park Street. 

LOS Angeles, Cal. — F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens National 
Bank Eu lding. 

NEW York, N. Y — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at 
Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Marshall, Secre- 
tary. 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New Jersey. 

Seattle, Wash. — Regular Weekly meeting held at 2916 Beacon 
Avenue, South. 

Sumerduck, Va. — Meetings on fourth Sundays; address care Mrs. 
R H. Duckett. 

WASHINGTON, D. C- — Regular meetings Friday evenings at 8:15; 
Sunday mornings at 11 : 15, at 1219 Connecticut Avenue. Mail address 
of Assembly, P, O, Box 192. Residence of Secretary, 1252 Eighth 
Street, N. W. 


CONVERSATIONAL, PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian 
by simple lessons and phonographic records. Each 
pupil receives all necessary individual help and atten- 
tion through a system of written lessons and criti- 
cisms. No Persian written characters are used ; the 
English letters only are employed and pronunciations 
expressed in English characters. Many are taking 
advantage of this system, both in Europe and in 
America. 

For particulars address MIRZA S, M. RAFFIE, 
S. B., 729 Livingston Hall. Columbia University, New 
York City, U. S. A. 






£5 


-, . i~;. - ._• '*. . .v>V . 

J • 5 >^/r' -^r J>£ Tt—^j-r - ' V >y'(Jy i > ^C/bpt j ^ 

>d>' L &Cy j » '-J*- \ *£$>/) gJj '!> {j'Qui 
%^0' yb^ S'/' j ; ^>f 

'^4 fyjCy ?gij J£jg 
uu 1 J i i^l£tyOi&vfp^s& •Jf'/bjfy&l '■£>%& ^>>0^ 
£ iJtZ^’jJ-i// brl'Ajjibllj L i /> ’ Cjjjis'A/)/22f 2/. •/ -4. i at 2 A, 


l'l/M' L . ' Zj/jb'^'&zyijOlyw fj^A \ jy 

' ^ J & !>£ 'f^>A b(j h/ftyi | 

''?’ Ir J/J> L<i j^; C*( t/i? J J 

(/¥■' (£ L 

(J'f 1 fb SAJJsjsC^jJjV jsj <jJjZ-)9 '^J*> OyJjM/LS 

( ^if^b r 'iJ'i J/ ilisl j, 3} JyiZf*'J>z^jA. y >iQ tj i • >v^_j/ i j-~y ) f> 'Jyr fr 

' • £_; -y-C/y 

^ ] ^jA / 'yA-^''/-'->-‘ y ‘sb'i, y^F'^f } ^jiyi/y~sb (fy c/y-^oiy 1 f wycyz ! 

^ytiXz^j czy . >■ iX-f ! 

j-L r i£<j < ^>'i>'^/ t> > ;> j 


* . , . ^ " 
,^" ^' ■ ., 

>y fewj { I'fJ'L-'j’t ^tT u v -^ ' ' J 

■ ^ ‘ ' ■ ^>' _ / I ” 1 V ; _ 4 _ ( x II 

w^fdbi '^'j-s^s,su°'-> i ''~ 5 / >, ^ ! ^ l £'(j^iAj'*'<jy i f !/ 

4 ^/'' ^ w> * " : 

ij S&d 's tj^ 

^i> ii)^^j?j. bbb-j b 

t*j ., ^ol>vJ^/‘ ^y V 'r b- b^t i/JWrfL^ b 

I "* * „ - * ' / ^ ^ V . , * . /O' 

b^bfoc 1 ] o'?b ^6 b^bv-^ ^y^Q ° J 
’Y'jb Q&^b) ^//\ 'Q? i ^ !} / ■ b ,;; 

iyj'fcy^JO ?>/Y>Jf 

'/-bb-’b L . > <iyi°^\ - ^ otfcsrsU’* 
^(jJwo^iy k \ ^ ' { '<J^y^ 3 o o&^oyjowj^ 


* • % * 1 *■ - ^ ~ t ^ . 

' &{}&) ^ yy *** o 0 ^'* 

■ ^'i>i j/b'^ bby^bj b b ■ 

i>) i> I iV 5 ^rt^ 7 J ^ '-^0^” 


olJ>v} j ># K' } 




J . . . . . /' 

^tvi — '> ^^j/^ ,,t> 'p l/,,) 
y j l* >4/-) J ovf' U ' ^ ^ ^ ’ ^~/?\- ' l ^'' ) ^'^' '_' 

%c^^s - C **£' • 

y ^^Vft/V/O?^ 1 v^uu^iC'W (jcT^^^a 

gf^T ,]u^^;yu^^t/^' 

%/jj* ^/'^' 

A f&->:oo ?: 

£ty&?fy ’ ^ m ^ j! 

%il{/isksJ l £ oj/^Jj^ ^M^ o '~s^\M> Cg P< ! dty f ft 

m ✓ • _ • y , - . - • y 7 . * 

P> ' iS'/j j'> ) '\^/*'^'>kjM>^ j vc? J sif'^ 
' ^Uj,;^/ yy O ^<-> y t-r^Ci/j S/oUj-» ! \ i 'J?'. > ’^ >) ''’ 1 gJ ? 0'j0>> 


•yy>J y y >?, Jc/y ,J ^^rf ^ 

l j yyyj ihjtssOC- , 7 0'^^ 

^U^0'^>k'Jv'^'^0 ?J 3 *>&(£*& ^jZ,J)}^ } >^j'^(jj>)< 1 ! 

'-j ‘ }> ft <• 1 ;/yvu^ 
yy; >/yf u Oo^tsvM&ts^k^otij w/z-M^sf 


A/^ ttyAAJXj'A ^ u / 'rff , ' ( J? l, W’ wW 
| jii>^_ yy^* ^ ss'^siy '^pA^A/w/i^A a ! *^ 

xAAA'^A^y 

J^Ls\> XyAP/i C^J^C^y>>0/ ^ zlf' 1 rf)fa pjk/jJw/P 


c^\‘? jy ]/><jA> '^ll) l //<J' L ' i jX& )?ty'J<) Ai>j& yd’OA 

fj I X ~ ,X S' ■ .’ s'' / t /// • 

“y.: )&b&3{J£l>>{J’JL>'’?\ •J- y ^ / L> J > ^J/yhcJV) 1 ^) (jJA 1 

S^O't'o &jl f^wh's. ] y>(J 

A: l Ay^'>) XA&S- 

Xs t y^t^i IKZyjl'jJ) >lJjA A" <~y ] p' * 'C/y yJ ; d>> ^'>0 L- ^ >X' '’(A 

y/ ^y ' ^ ■ ‘ I • 

■ JAycf!/^ A’A 1 <jfy } >J^/ALfyA ljL '’A^t^ } ?A 

X&XX xAdA-^o Ai/ 1 > >V L 'o Aoyxo X i>jXj 

■jywyA X)J>A/. A'iysAuAiip(jttxx*Lifx>A)& l A&?d<* :; 
«L-r} OkA '/> JAAA/i . xAAXAAo'p Afo^A > XAAiycsA 


°AaA 'A/pA^PoAyAA'^iA^AsPuft x&y/A 
h xx Ay^o^A/.AA/AdX 

^Pr^ ! H' yo^jyjXufZs A^q ^qpAxtXyXo'i'af'Aj ■ 




gy )<. ' i7 .Xi/ J 

}>J^ 

'<-'* •’ 
' rrA ^ / 'cy' r> i | ^y* 



J’K 



C/LcLaUe-iri. ; — »y 

^jeuijasYvi/ (jdayf&vtcL^s 

/ $00 /^cra^ct'. 

j£). $$. *%(/. dsn xJOxl^ci^. 


C^o^ny^ jwjjfu*! c/M, 

i VWyiAff I! 

<rr. -y:i. .• . - •. / . }*.* ✓ • ’ . •. . .. 




(^Jyty'l 


lA&t.r- 


jyiy^ yp ^ 

^ < yy * •> • " ^ t ■ * * 

XT^ ^ jjA^O Cl 

.‘i \.y*\ a. .Vjh. ^ . • ■ ,i . ^ - ■ s. 


01 oT"'^/"’ 


yooiy/^pt „y 



BAHAI NEWS 

Vol. 1. Chicago (Nov. 4, 1910) Qndrat No. 13 


TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

To the Believers in Systan, Persia. 

Upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious. 

he is god! 

0 ye believers of God and freinds of Abdul-Baha ! 

If ye knew how the heart of Abdul-Baha is soaring 
at this moment at your mentioning and the spirit 
is rejoicing at your name, undoubtedly you would 
not contain yourselves in this physical temple, 
neither would you have heeded any persecution or 
suffering. 

Today the world of existence is moved through 
the Call of the Covenant, and the disjoined members 
of this earth have found mutual communication. 
Consider ye that the confusion produced thereby can- 
not be cleared and the forces cannot be brought to- 
gether save through the Power of the Testament, 
and the darkness of the East and the West can only 
be dispelled through the Sun of the Covenant. The 
Divine Covenant is like unto the spiritual Spring- 
time, which encircles all creation. 

Now the greatest test for a tree is to have the 
latent possibility of fruition, and with the appearance 
of the spring they put forth leaves, branches and 
blossoms, but if a tree is barren at this season it 
will remain deprived and fruitless. Likewise, those 
souls who have been firm in the Covenant of God, 
are detached from all else save God, and are at- 
tracted to the fragrances of God, their faces will 
shine like unto the luminous moon, with the Light 
of Assurance. But the jealous bats, the people of in- 
justice and pride, flew away from the Light of the 
Covenant and shrank out of sight into the dark dun- 
geon of hesitation and fear. They have left the 
lamp of the Testament and are running in the Sahara 
of discord and are seeking the gloom of worldliness. 
They turned away from the Pure Spring of Life and 
attached themselves to the stagnant pools of super- 
stition. They left behind the Paradise of Abha and 
were contented with this nether world. 
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They do not search after the Garden of Holiness 
but they wish for the sterile desert of passions and 
selfishness. They passed by the Blessed Tree and 
gathered around the stunted bitter plant. They did 
not yearn for the Star of Guidance, but they de- 
sired the wiF o’ the wisp of allurements. This is the 
result of their exertion in this life. Leave them to 
themselves, pay no heed to their faults, for verily 
they have left the Path of Guidance and forgotten 
the Hoad to Righteousness. Verily, they are af- 
flicted with inharmonv and discord and their loss 

«/ 

will be very great. 

Therefore, 0 ve friends of God! enter ve in the 

J V 9] 

Rose-garden of Oneness, take ye a share from the 
essence of singleness and spread the Breaths of the 
Morn of Holiness. The Glad-tidings of the Bounty 
of the Blessed Perfection is descending from the 
Invisible Kingdom, the Sea of Providence is moving 
and the waves of the Mercv of the Almightv are un- 
limited. Endeavor ye as far as ye can, so that ye 
may immerse yourselves in this last Ocean and soar 
heavenward toward this Exalted Apex. 

The greatest of all affairs is unity and harmony, 
the love and affection of heart and soul. The be- 
lievers of God are the waves of one Sea, the drops 
of one River, the signs of one Kingdom, the stand- 
ards of one Regiment, the lights of one Orb, the 
Armies of one General, the stars of one Heaven and 
are addressed by pne Covenant. Consequently they 
must associate with each other like the brilliant 
vStars of Pleiades in one firmament and become the 
letters and words of one Book. 

Upon ye be greeting and praise! 

(Signed) Abditl-Batia Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab especially for Bahai 
News, Washington, D. C.. July 21. 1910. 


AROUND THE WORLD WITH MESSRS. REMEY 

AND STRUVEN. 

Sixth of a series of Articles under this Heading. 

A SUMMARY — BY MR. REMEY. 

Dear Friends: — In these days the unity of the 
Bahais of the Orient and Occident is manifesting 
itself in more tangible ways than ever before; for 
now the believers in this country are seeking to ex- 
press their love for their brothers and sisters on the 
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other side of the planet in helpful service, following 
ever in the way of Abdul-Baha. 

That which is most needed between the East and 
the West is spiritual co-operation. There is as 
much in the East for the Occidental as there is in 
the West for the Oriental. These treasures, wdiich 
are of different nature, need to be brought out — 
shown to the world. The Bahai is called to do this. 

Since mv return from the Orient, I have had 
many letters of inquiry regarding the ways and 
means through which the people in the West can serve 
those in the East, and it is in the hope of being 
able to offer some ideas in this line that I am 
writing this general letter. 

Our friends of the Orient are rich in the love and 
unity of the Cause. We, upon the other hand, are 
full of initiative force and activity. It is necessary 
that both should combine forces and work together, 
each strengthening the other. In reality, the East 
and the West are very dependent one upon the 
other. 

Undoubtedly the traveling of Bahais in foreign 
countries is one of the most efficient means of 
unity. Abdul-Baha is now calling for those who can, 
to go to Japan, Persia, India, and Burma and to 
other countries. There are comparatively few T , how- 
ever, who are prepared to do this ; consequently, 
many wish to know how they can serve while remain- 
ing at home. 

Corresponding is another great means through 
which the love of the Kingdom is manifesting; and 
this is open to each and all of us. During the past 
few years this communication between the East 
and the W^est has greatly increased. The women 
of the assemblies of the West are carrying on a 
systematic correspondence with the assemblies of 
the women of the East. This is already productive 
of much good and is paving the way for the Western 
women to go out to the East as teachers, nurses and 
physicians, all of which are most needed there. 

Of late the attention of the American friends has 
been drawn to the Bahai educational movement now 
developing in Persia. This is of the most vital in- 
terest to the progress of the Cause and the devel- 
opment of the Persian people. It is a subject which 
demands our most serious consideration. The Ba- 
hais in Turkistan, India and Burma, as well as in 
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other countries, are also facing the educational 
problem, and they, too, need our assistance. 

By assistance, I mean oiir co-operation in starting 
these enterprises. There seems to be a slight mis- 
conception of the kind of “assistance” which our 
Eastern friends need in this work. They do not 
need our money to support their institutions. No 
one should for a moment consider our work amongst 
them in the light of a “charity.” The Bahais of the 
East represent the most progressive of the people. 
They are prosperous. To be sure, a year or two 
ago, we heard a great deal of the financial and com- 
mercial troubles of our people in Persia, but that 
was during the revolutionary troubles, when the 
whole country was crippled in business ways. Now 
that is all passed and the financial outlook there is 
better than ever before. Money is needed for carry- 
ing on any practical work, but the point to bring out 
is that the Bahai institutions of the East do not re- 
quire to be supported by Western subscriptions and 
contributions. Our energies and funds should be 
so directed as to meet in the most efficient manner 
the needs in question. 

The way in which I feel we can best serve in the 
East is through helping the friends there to inaugu- 
rate and start needed good works. Our enterprise 
and practicality of temperament, combined with their 
knowledge of the conditions and needs of their own 
people, forms a very practical basis upon which to 
build. The work of Dr. Moody and Mr. Sprague 
in Teheran quite proves this. Surely the founding 
of a girls’ school in Teheran marks a most impor- 
tant development in the Bahai work in Persia. This 
institution which is being established is but one of 
the many needed. Once established and running and 
ministering to the needs of the people, this girls’ 
school will prosper and not lack for support. A 
timely and needed institution always lives. Our 
policy should be to hold ourselves in readiness to 
give our timely co-operation along all of the vari- 
ous avenues for service now opening between the 
East and the West. The good work done in Teheran 
by our two Western Bahais there proves that the 
actual presence of the sincere Western Bahai worker 
in an Oriental assembly is productive of more good 
than could have been accomplished through the ex- 
penditures of vast sums of money. 
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For many years Western religious enterprises 
have furnished the funds for the maintenance of 
schools in the East, and a good work has thus beeil 
done, yet the mass of the people has remained in 
ignorance. Now, with our work, this is different. 
Through the light of the Revelation of Baha’oxlah 
the people of the countries themselves are being 
aroused, and now are desirous of improving their 
own condition. This, you see, is a new and a different 
problem from any of those of the past. It is given 
to us to be allowed to g;o to these distant friends 
and, in the spirit of brotherhood, share with them 
what we have, and in turn receive abundantly from 
them. 

There is no way in which we can better co-operate 
with our Oriental friends than by sending them 
Bahai teachers for the instruction of their children. 
These teachers, men and women, should be qualified 
physicially, mentally and spiritually. Their travel- 
ing and living expenses should be borne by us. We 
should come together in this work, preparing for all 
of the means, and then placing the matter before 
Abdul-Baha, that he may guide and approve the 
Eastern mission of the Western workers. 

Education is but one phase of the work before 
us. Medical institutions and commercial and in- 
dustrial enterprises, carried out upon interdependent 
lines, are to be formed, through which both the East 
and the West will be blessed. These enterprises will 
be a great means for the spreading of the fragrances 
of the Kingdom. 

During our recent visit to Abdul-Baha, Mr. Str li- 
ven and I spoke with him regarding these matters, 
and from the many and varied lessons which he gave 
us, demonstrating the power of combined spiritual 
and material consultation and co-operation, we are 
assured of his sympathy with all such movements 
upon the part of the friends. 

Wherever Mr. Struven and I traveled we found the 
people, both in and out of the Cause, looking toward 
America, ready and anxious to receive and to learn 
from us. Through judicious service upon our part, 
our own people in the Eastern lands will be greatly 
assisted, and through them the great masses of hu- 
manity about them will be lifted. 

The time is at hand for us to come together and, 
through consultation, ascertain wavs and means bv 

Cv 7 l- «/ 
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which we will be able to accomplish maxim um re- 
sults from the means at hand. 

Nothing pleases Abdul-Baha more than when the 
friends, through consultation and unity, inaugurate 
and carry on works of service. It is our privilege 
to ask him to guide and confirm us in carrying on 
these works. This he stands ever ready to do. 

Faithfully yours in His service, 

Charles Mason Behey. 


THE PERSIAN -AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 

SOCIETY. 


A photograph of the first thirty children who are 
being educated in the Tarbiat School, in Teheran, 
Persia, bv this Society has been received, and is 
here reproduced. The following list shows the names 
of the beneficiaries, with the names of the members 
contributing to the scholarship of each: 


No, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


22 


23 


24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


Names op Children. 
Ezzatollah 
Mohammed Aga 
Nasrollali Kahn 
Fazlollah 
Nasratollah 
Aga Anayetullah 
Habibollah 
Abol Gasem 

Nasrollali 
Mirza Foad 
Aglia Habib 

Mirza Ezzatollah 

Godratollah 
Abdol Peiman 
Noruollah 

Aga Azziz 
Mirza Mohamad 
Mehdi Khan 
Zabi’ollah 
Aga Fazlollah 
Aga Jalal 


Masliallah 


Aziizollah 


Abdollali 

Mirza Mohamad Aga 

Mirza Nonreddin 
Sayad Ameeuollah 
Aga Jalal Khan 

Mirza Anayetollah 
Aga Seysd Ali 


Names op Contributors. 

Mr William Remey, Washington, D. C. 

Madame Bluementhal, Russia. 

Mrs. Lesley O’Keefe, Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Arthur D. Mayo, Washington, D.C. 

Miss Flora Raymond, Washington, D.C. 

Miss Charlotte Segler, New York City. 

Miss Jaeox, New York City. 

Mrs. Claudia S. Coles and Mr. Louis 
G. Gregory, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Joseph Staus, Cincinnati, 0. 

Mrs. Agnes Parson, Washington, D. C. 

Miss Laura Clifford Barney, Paris, 
France. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Goodale, Ken- 
osha, Wis. 

Miss Emma Smith, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Mrs. E. E. Stephens, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Mr. Benjamin R. Taylor, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Mrs. J. F. Roberts, Brockville, Ont. 

Miss Mary Lescli, Chicago. 111. 

Mrs. Grace Foster, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Lars Johnson, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. L. W. Foster, Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. Clara E. Frye, Mrs. Louise R. 
Waite, Mrs. Luella Kirchner, Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Miss Gertrude Buikema, Mrs Eva W. 
Russell, Miss P. Casselberry, Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Mrs. Emily Olsen. Mrs. Cecilia M. 
Harrison, Mr. James W. Wood- 
worth, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Louis Kellar. Chicago. 111. 

Mrs. Sophia Scheffler, Mr. Clias. Schef- 
fler, Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. Lua Getsinger, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. E. H. Abbott, Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. Josephine C. DeLagnel, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Mrs. May Maxwell, Montreal, Can. 

Mrs. Jennie Bonds, Chicago, 111. 
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This photograph is of vast importance, represent- 
ing the first tangible evidence of a world-wide work 
which is truly a demonstration of the Bahai Spirit, 
and which is attracting notice and comment in the 
East as well as in West. It is hoped that many 



who have been awaiting this practical proof of the 
work started during the current year, will now send 
their subscriptions. The whole cost of scholarship 
is $18.00 annually, and the contributor becomes an 
active member in the Society. Associate member- 
ships may be subscribed for at $1.00 annually, the 
latter receipts covering the actual expenses of the 
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Society, such as postage, printing, etc. There are 
no salaries paid and no fixed charges. 

Since the last report, scholarships have been re- 
ceived as follows: 

r>r> W. J. E. Dillabaugh, X ew York City. 

51 Mrs. William H. Hoar, Fanwood, X. J. 

52 Mr. William H. Hoar, Fanwood, X. J. 

55 Miss Marie A. Foote,. Brooklyn, X. Y. 

54 Honolulu Bahai Assembly, Honolulu, H. I. 

55 Mrs. Louisa E. Ruddiman, Gobleville, Mich. 

Address all communications to the Society, 1800 
Belmont Road, Washington, D. C., or to Joseph H. 
Hannen. Corresponding Secretary, P. 0. Box 192, 
Washington, B). C. 


NEWS FROM THE ORIENT. 

Epitomized from many long letters recently received t>y 
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 

EGYPT. 

Port Said. — Abdul-Baha is in Alexandria and en- 
joying his sojourn in Egypt most heartily. Mirza 
Ahmad Yazdi, just returning from Europe, has re- 
ceived permission to go to Alexandria and meet him. 

PERSIA. 

Esphaiiax. — Xews of the reorganization of the Oriental- 
Occidental Interdependence Association has reached this city, 
and all the friends are waiting to receive the new Constitution 
so as to form a branch society here. 

The first copy of the Occidental Messenger* has created great 
happiness among the Bahais. It is read in the meetings with 
spiritual joy, and we thank Gocl for this practical bond of 
unity between the East and West. The women of this Assembly 
have organized a Women’s Club and plan to correspond with 
their Bahai sisters in the* West regularly ; they meet once a 
week to study various problems touching home-life and eco- 
nomics. Two renowued teachers, Seyad Jalal and Mirza Haji 
Aga. who are traveling and teaching throughout Persia, recently 
arrived in the city. The friends arranged extra meetings and 
many people have been attracted to the Cause. 

Mashad. — During the past few months an Assembly has been 
organized here whose policy is to equip teachers and to send 
them forth in the field to teach. All the friends and members 
of this Assembly of Teaching contribute a certain amount of 
money regularly to defray their expenses wh'le traveling. It is 
understood that they are not to stay for any length of time 
in one place, and thus there is always one teacher in some 
town. Branch assemblies are organized through this province 
of Khorassan, who keep in touch with each other through 
regular correspondence. Already the central assembly has sent 
forth several teachers to spread the Glad-tidings. Kerblai Reja 
Forougi and Abdol Hossein Samandar came from Eshkabad, 
Russia, and by their presence and talks many hearts were 
awakened. The Occidental Messenger has been received, and is 
awakening great interest among the friends throughout the 
province of Khorassan. 


•*The Persian section of Xo. 8 issue of the Bahai Xews. 
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Rasht. — Mirza SamancTar, one of the recognized teachers of 
the Cause in Persia, is at present in Rasht and is teaching day 
and night. The maid-servant of God, Olovyja Khancm from 
Mazandran, has also arrived here by the wish of Abdul-Baha 
and is teaching the women in their gatherings. Many regular 
meetings of the Assembly, conducted during the week, are well 
attended and spiritual. The Occidental Messenger has appeared 
in this city and its contents make us realize the power and 
greatness of the Cause of BahPoTlah. 

Shahrood. — 'The Occidental Messenger has been received by 
the Bahais here and they thank God for this wonderful miracle 
performed to actually cement the East and West with the 
bond of good-will, peace, mutual helpfulness and co-operation. 
We desire to know by what manner or means we can assist 
in establishing a firm commercial foundation between the friends 
of the Occident and the Orient, what kinds of goods and 
manufactures can be shipped from America to Persia, and 
through what channel we can send money direct. 

Tabriz. — The number of believers in this city has visibly 
increased during the past year. There are four organized as- 
semblies all working together — each assembly holding one meet- 
ing in the week, which all the friends attend in order to meet, 
teach and read the holy Words. We have a general Board of 
Consultation as well as branches for it established in sur- 
rounding towns and villages. In many places a house has 
been erected which is used as a Mashrak-el-Azkar, where the 
friends congregate to worship ; but these buildings are tem- 
porary structures and not built according to the accepted plan 
intended for a permanent Mashrak-el-Azkar. The Oriental 
Messenger has been received and all the friends are overjoyed 
with its contents. Many of our young men are studying Eng- 
lish at the American school here. 

Teheran — Two Bahai teachers, Mirza Assadullah Fazel and 
Aga Seyad Abdul Hossein, were lately taken prisoners in the 
city of Najaf, their property confiscated and their Tablets 
appropriated ; then a false Tablet was fabricated together with 
other false articles and an endeavor made to show that the 
Bahais were trying to make trouble between Turkey and 
Persia. The Turkish authorities investigated the matter, and 
finding no truth whatever in all the false accusations, set the 
teachers free and stopped the publication of the newspapers in 
which the libelous articles appeared. The members of the 
Teheran Assembly some time ago discussed the advisability 
of starting a Bahai newspaper, but not wishing to arouse the 
antagonism of the ill-wishers, decided to abandon the project 
for the time being. Now, all are glad and happy that the 
Occidental Messenger has appeared from the “Land of the 
Free.” 

RUSSIA. 

Merv. — Regular meetings are held in this city and all are 
well attended by the Persian Bahais, who are spreading the 
Message with zeal. The hearts are gladdened through reading 
the first issue of the Occidental Messenger ■, and the friends 
anxiously await the arrival of future issues. 

Samarkand. — God be praised ! We are supremely happy to 
have lived in this day to see with our own eyes the actual 
realization of unity between the East and the West embodied 
in the appearance of the Occidental Messenger. The distance 
between Chicago and Samarkand, Asia and America are thou- 
sands of miles, and yet the mighty Words of Baha'o'llah have 
united the two continents. We hope that this publication will 
continue to shed its light upon the world for all the years to 
come. Lately, a Spiritual Assembly was organized here. A 
school for both boys and girls has also been started, and Mirza 
Mohamad Sabet has come to instruct them. We have applied 
to the Russian government for permission to buy land on which 
to build a Mashrak-el-Azkar, although at present we have a 
fine house where we hold our weekly meetings and where the 
school is conducted. God willing, it will be started soon. 
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Letters from the East, received during the past 
month, indicate that the inauguration of the Persian 
section of the Bahai News has “taken the Orient 
by storm” — to use the expression of its editor, Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab. 

Many people in the East are astonished and the 
friends are surprised to see and read the open, un- 
compromising stand that has been taken in proclaim- 
ing the Teachings of Baha’o’llah and Abdul-Baha; 
especially in the initial copy (No. 8}, in which the 
editor comes out squarely with nine articles of policy, 
stating that the publication would stand for the 
Bahai Cause, spread its teachings, uphold its doc- 
trines and champion this Universal Movement. 

Seyad Assadullah writes from Port Said that Ab- 
dul-Baha requested one of the friends to read the 
latest copy before a large gathering of the Bahais 
there, and all the time it was being read, he was 
smiling and commenting upon it. In a recent Tablet 
received by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Abdul-Baha says; 
“Truly, I say, in this publication you have written 
instructive articles. May God assist and confirm 
you! Unquestionably, confirmations shall descend 
upon the workers of this paper!” 

From Teheran, Esphahan, Tabriz, Rasht and Ma- 
shad, Persia ; Eshkabad, Shahrood, Kongand, and 
Samarkand, Russia, and Port Said, Egypt, comes the 
word that the Bahai News is having great effect, 
and the friends hold out glorious promises for it for 
the future. 
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Because of lack of space we cannot publish these 
interesting and inspiring letters, but the following 
from Esphahan expresses the spirit of them all: 

To the Editor of the Occidental Messenger :* 

A star shone forth from the West and became the sun of 
the heaven of Truth in the East. The Bahai News, No. 8, 
which was adorned with the Persian section, was received this 
week. In truth, we must congratulate the assembly of human- 
kind and rejoice greatly for the appearance of this luminous 
star in the heaven of literature. For it is the first star which 
has appeared from the clear horizon of the Bahai Cause for 
the education of the children of men and the progress and 
advancement of the majestic ideals of life and the spread of 
the teachings of God. It is hoped that the Occidental Mes- 
senger may establish a strong tie of union and harmony between 
the various Eastern and Western Bahai Assemblies, may con- 
solidate the pillars of peace and concord among the children 
of humankind, and become the most efficient instrument for 
the promulgation of the Word. If we consider with a clear 
eye and ponder with deep insight, the power and grandeur of 
the Religion of Baha j o j llah will become clearer than the 
sunlight, and one can realize how the influence of the ethical 
and spiritual teachings of this Cause have perfumed the East 
and the West. It has become evident to wise men that the 
union of the world of man, which is the hope of all the children 
of God, can never be established except through the Religion 
of Baha j o-’llah. Therefore, those who have attained to the 
highest station of knowledge and understanding know that the 
spread of this Religion is the first step for the salvation of 
humanity and the best means for the attainment of success and 
prosperity. For this reason the friends with soulful enthusi- 
asm and with all the spiritual and material means at their 
hands are continually serving the Cause so that this Beloved of 
Hope may unveil her countenance in the assemblage of man. 

The ruthless laws of the “survival of the fittest” and the 
“struggle for existence,” — which are apparently the unchange- 
able policies of the human world — unless they are founded upon 
spiritual laws derived from the Religion of God, will become 
the deadliest instruments for the suffering, unrest and inequali- 
ties between the children of men. For this “survival of the 
fittest” and “struggle for existence” in former ages, have 
caused untold havoc and destruction to the people ; nay. rather, 
in this Age, which is the period of progress and civilization, 
those very merciless laws are well rooted in the structures of 
the civilized world and have taken unto themselves aspects 
of barbarism and warfare, and created problems of capital 
and labor, national and racial prejudices ; so much so that 
thousands of men and w men have given up their lives hope- 
lessly, and have put an e_.d to their existence by inflicting upon 
themselves cowardly acts, such as suicide, etc. 

Therefore, the so-called civilization and enlightenment of 
today falls short of the divine perfections and true humanity, 
and in order to attain to this high goal it is necessary that 
man make great progress in the reformation of the moral world 
and the progress of the spiritual element in his being. To 
attain to this station is impossible except through the teach- 
ings of the Religion of Abha. It is the Divine Instructions 
that unify the families of men, and the behests of Abdul-Baha 
that ennoble and spiritualize the people of the earth. 

Praise be to God ! that the Occidental Messenger is the first 
paper which is the standard bearer of the unity of mankind 
and the spreader of the Teachings of Baha^o'llah in the world 
of literature. Although outwardly it is small and unassuming, 
yet in reality it has accepted a noble and divine responsibility, 
and we hope that through the invisible confirmations it may 


♦The title of the Persian section of the Bahai News. 
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accomplish its mission in the world with great power and 
i«fluence. 

The Bahai Assembly of Esphahan unitedly send their con- 
gratulations to the Occidental Messenger, and pray in the 
Threshold of God, its continuance, prosperity and spiritual 
triumph, and we beg of God to reinforce and confirm the 
founders of this palace of unity, so that it may be established 
on a firm basis and continue to shed its light through all the 
coming ages. We expect, likewise, that through the effort and 
assistance of the Bahais, in the East, it may increase the 
circle of its power and circulation, and in the service of human- 
kind win the palm of precedence. 

We will send every month the news of the Cause in Esphahan, 
through the agency of the Occidental Messenger. 

The Spiritual Bahai Assembly op Esphahan. 

The opening sentence of the letter above quoted 
has suggested the new title of our Persian section: 
Najme Bahktar (Star of the West), which has been 
changed, with this issue, from Payam Bare Baktar 
(Occidental Messenger), at the wish of Abdul-Baha, 
who gives the following reason therefor: 

“In regard to the title Payam Bare Baktar in con- 
nection with the News, some have read it and thought 
it means the Peygam bar (i. e., the Prophet) of the 
West — Peygam bar being one of the titles of Moham- 
med, meaning Messenger or Prophet. This may be- 
come the cause of opposition among the outsiders. 
If it is possible and you deem it advisable, change 
the title * * * in any way you think best.” 

This issue of the Star of the West contains (1) 
a Tablet to the Fairhope, Ala., Assembly, received 
in 190G; (2) an article on Universal Bahai Peace, 
with quotations from the leading thinkers of Europe 
and America against war, statistics of the cost of the 
armies and navies of the nations, and quotations 
from the Words of Bah a’o'llaii in regard to Uni- 
versal Peace and its establishment ; ( 3 ) notice of 
and reason for changing the name of this section 
from Occidental Messenger to Star of the West ; (4) 
news of the sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Alexandria; 
(5) acknowledgment of the many letters received 
in regard to the appearance of this publication in 
the East, and the appreciation of the Editors for 
the many good wishes and kind words of their 
Oriental brothers and sisters. 


NEWS NOTES. 

Mrs. Charlotte Rosenhauer, of Bangor, Mich., visited with 
the Kenosha, Wis., Assembly for several weeks, she being one 
of the first believers of that Assembly. 

During the past month at Chicago, Mrs. Kupferle and Mrs. 
Carolyn D. May departed from the world. Both of these 
devoted souls will be remembered by the friends for their 
hospitality. 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 
Extract from a letter from the Bahai maid-servants 
of Yazd, Persia, to their sisters in America: 

The believers of Yazd send their love to- the Bahais of 
America and submit to them the following petition : 

First, we supplicate from our beloved Abdul-Baha that all 
of you may remain firm and united under the shade of the Tree 
of the Covenant ; that ye may become confirmed and assisted in 
laying the foundation and raising the structure of the Mashrak- 
el-Azkar. You must not become disheartened and discouraged 
on account of delays and the lack of ample means. Think and 
ponder over the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. This is 
a great service and most significant foundation. The similarity 
of a great work is like unto a great stone that cannot be raised 
without much pain and endurance. The invisible confirmations 
with all strength and power will be and is your support. What 
prosperity and what glory is greater than this ? For you have 
become the recipient of the greatest bounty and the object of the 
most wonderful favor. We entreat from our Lord to confirm 
you in the accomplishment of this House of God. 

The following supplication was received in the month of Ola 
(Fast). Nine days more are left in the month of Fasting. 
God willing, we will chant this prayer for your spiritual suc- 
cess : 

“O God , my aim , my hope! With hearts full of longing and 
breasts full of yearning, we beg of Thee and we supplicate at 
the threshold of Thy Might to raise the foundation of the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago in the most speedy manner. Make 
its basis firm and its structure enduring, suffer its pillars to 
remain unshakable and make its columns of the steel and iron 
of firmness. Glorify its servants, beautify the characters and 
make the worshipers beloved. Suffer its nightingales to sing, 
‘Ya Baha-el- AbhaP and its parrots to warble the praises of 
our Lord, the Most Supreme, Make its men the standards 
unfolded on the mountains of the world, and its women the 
sanctified angels of the tabernacle of the world!” 

The Treasurer’s hooks, October 1st, showed a bal- 
ance of $3,108.14, since which time the receipts have 
been $516.80, showing a balance, November 1st, of 
$3,624.94 — thus making it necessary to raise $1,900.06 
before January 1, 1911. 

Corinne True, 

Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity. 


NEWS ITEMS. 

Interesting articles, in answer to questions pertaining to the 
Bahai Faith, appeared in The Weekly Scotsman, Edinburg, Scot- 
land. October 8th and 15th. 

Regular meetings of the Ithaca, N. Y., Assembly have been 
inaugurated. The first meeting was held Friday evening, 
October 21st, at the residence of Dr. W. E. House. 

The Philadelphia, Pa., Assembly has been greatly favored by 
receiving a visit from Mr. Howard Struven, who traveled 
around the world with Mr. Remey. He came on Sunday, 
October 16th. In the evening, the nineteen-day Feast was held 
at the home of Mrs. Mary J. Revell, 1429 Mayfield Street, 
which was beautiful, after which Mr. Struven gave us an in- 
teresting address, telling us about his travels and wonderful 
visit with Abdul-Baha. We wish, as an Assembly, to express 
our sincere thanks to him and hope, God willing, he will visit 
us very soon again. His visit was very greatly appreciated 
by all present. J ■ E- R- 
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NEWS FROM GERMANY. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Through Monsieur Dreyfus, to the friends and maid-servants of 

God, Stuttgart, Germany : 

Upon them be the glory of El-Abha! 
he is god! 

0 sons and daughters of the Kingdom! 

Your letter which was written on the Day of 
Naurooz in the assembly of the friends, has arrived. 
Its contents told of spiritual happenings and feelings 
of attraction. Its reading brought me the utmost 
happiness, for — Praise be to God! — in Germany, the 
servants and the maid-servants of the Rahman have 
adorned a gathering of friendship and love in the 
Day of Naurooz, have perfumed their nostrils with 
the vivifying breezes of the divine garden, and have 
been mentioning the King of the Kingdom and the 
Lord of Hosts. 

Therefore, Abdul-Baha has been praying and sup- 
plicating to the Word of Cod that these servants and 
maid-servants of the Rahman may day by day be- 
come more brilliant and make greater progress, pene- 
trate the mysteries of the Kingdom, become the cause 
of the diffusing of the principles of human unity, 
call every one to the Shade of the Tent of harmony 
and instruction of mankind, become the cause of en- 
lightenment of these regions, make the hearts filled 
with the love of the bountiful Beloved ,and attract 
the people to the divine Kingdom, so that during the 
coming year they may make still greater progress. 

The flowers which were inside of your letter were 
exceedingly sweet, delicate and perfumed; it told of 
the sweetness of your countenances and characters. 

Upon you all be the glory of God. 

(Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

LETTERS FROM STUTTGART. 

To the dear friends in America : 

Our assembly remembers with love all the friends, especially 
those in America, to whom we owe such boundless thanks for 
sending to us a teacher, who with great love and patience led 
us to the True Path. Through our beloved Miss Ivnoblock and' 
through the Bahai News we know that, also, in America 
teachers are necessary, yet, nevertheless, a teacher decided to 
acquaint her old Fatherland with the joyous Message. The 
Lord be thanked, therefore, a thousand times! 

Our constant prayer is that we may become more and more 
worthy of our Great Teachers. Baiia-’oT.lah and Abdul-Baha. 
We, therefore, beseech the friends to support us in this our 
praver as we also remember them in our prayers. * * * 

With the inmost Bahai greeting, we are yours sincerely, 

M. Schweizeh. 
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To the Editors of the Bahai News : 

The believers wish me to extend hearty thanks for the 
highly appreciated Bahai News., which is always translated 
into the German, bringing welcome breezes from the Kingdom 
of Abha. We are greatly indebted to you for the benefits 
received, hearing thereby of the great advancement and prog- 
ress made in the Cause throughout the world. 

Mr. Mountfort Mills, of the New York Assembly, spoke to us 
at a social Bahai gathering held Sunday evening, Sept. 11th, 
giving interesting and very helpful notes takes at Acca. The 
spiritual fragrances from the powerful Words of Abdul-Baha 
were highly instructive and deeply felt by all. Recognizing the 
importance of co-working in this Most Great Cause, whereby 
the bonds of unity are strengthened, his visit will ever be 
remembered. * * * 

We are now sending Bahai literature to different cities and 
towns in Austria, Switzerland and Germany. We pray that 
God may bless the seeds that have been sown. A. S. K. 


ASSEMBLIES IN THE OCCIDENT. 

Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented. 

NORTH AMERICA. 

Baltimore, Md. — Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
at 629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings at 516 Broad- 
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue. 

Boston, Mass. — Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall. 200 Huntington Avenue. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even- 
ing at 494 Elwood Avenue. 

Chicago, III. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at 
Corinthian Hall. 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Leseh, 
Secretary. 

Cleveland, O. — Meetings : Friday evening at Dr. Barton- 
Peeke’s. the NefE Apartments, corner 36th and Prospect; Wednes- 
day evening at Dr. Swingle’s, 2101 Prospect Avenue. 

Denver, Colo. — G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street. 

Ithica, N. Y. — Regular meeting of assembly. Friday evenings 
at the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street. 

Kenosha, Wis. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday. 10 :30 
a. m. ; Sunday school. 9:30 a. m., at Gronquish Hall, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street. 

Los Angeles, Cal. — F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building. 

New York, N. Y. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday. 11 a. m., 
at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar- 
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey. 

Seattle, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held at 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South. 

Sumerduck, Va. — M eetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett. 

Washington, D. C. — Regular meetings Friday evenings at 
8.:15; Sunday mornings at 11:15, at 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre- 
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eight Street, N. W. 

BRITISH ISLES. 

London, Eng. — Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8:15 
p. m., at 10 Cheniston Gardens, Wright’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street. 

GERMANY. 

Stuttgart, Wurtemberg. — Regular meetings of assembly, 
Friday evenings. Ivanzlei strasse 24. P. Zuffenhausen, at the 
home of Herrn und Frau F. Schweizer, Karl strasse 26 i. 
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TABLET FROM ABDTTL-B ATT A. 

To the Members of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Esphahan, Persia. 

Upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious! 

he is god! 

0 ye illumined Friends of Abdul-Baha! 

Praise be to God, that you have organized and 
established a new assembly in the land of Esphahan 
and with the utmost devotion its members are arising 
to serve the Blessed Perfection ( Baha’o’llah ) . I 
was pleased to know, also, that you have organized 
a committee for correspondence with all parts of the 
world, and another committee to teach the Truth to 
the youths. Wonderful confirmation and complete 
assistance is destined for all the members of these 
various committees. This move is identical with 
blessing and this glorious intention is accepted in 
the Threshold of Oneness. It is my hope that you 
may perform these services in a befitting manner; 
that you may become the dawning-places of the 
Bounties of the Infinite; centers of merciful feelings 
and the manifestors of the rays of the Everlasting 
Glory. 

I trust that you may make the land of Esphahan 
a salubrious fountain, so that the cool water of 
knowledge and the flowing river of assurance may 
make that region the envy of the green garden of 
Paradise. That city was illumined with the pres- 
ence of His Highness, the Bab, after he left Shiraz; 
the Word of God was promulgated; many blessed 
souls became believers; a number of them hastened 
toward the arena of martyrdom; his highness, the 
leader of the righteous ones, the “King of the Mar- 
tyrs,” and the master of the friends, the “Beloved 
of Martyrs,” gave up their lives at the altar of 
love. His Highness, Ashraf, and many other martyrs 
drank the cup of trials and sacrificed their lives 
with the utmost severance. Therefore, it is the hope 
of Abdul-Baha that that region may become the 
Green Garden and that city the delectable Paradise. 

Upon ye be the Glory of God! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Nov. 11, 1910, especially 
tor the Bahai News. 
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ABDUL-BAHA IN EGYPT. 

Second of a series of special news items pertaining to the 
sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. 

"OUT OP EGYPT HAVE I CALLED MY SON."’-’ 

To those who are familiar with the sacred prophe- 
cies and the history of the Bahai (Glorious) Reve- 
lation, Abdul - Baha’s “ going down into Egypt,” 
after forty years’ confinement in the Holy Land — 
in the prison town of Acca, near the foot of Mt. 
Carmel — is an event fraught with wonderful and 
tremendous significance; for it is, undoubtedly, that 
event whereby the Word of God, as uttered by the 
Prophet Hosea (11:1), finds its complete fulfillment 
— although foreshadowed in the sojourn of the infant 
Jesus in that land nearly two thousand years ago 
(St. Matt. 2:15). 

It is an event that has stirred the Bahais every- 
where, for when it became known that Abdul-Baha 
had departed for that ancient country of Joseph, 
there swept over the Bahai world a mighty spirit of 
activity. It is an event that will, doubtless, soon 
command the serious attention of the Jewish and 
Christian worlds (especially those who await the 
coming of the Son “in the glory of his Father”), 
as it has already commanded the attention of the 
Mohammedan world; for, at present, the Egyptian 
newspapers — the most influential in the Mohammedan 
world today — are divided into two camps : some 
praising Abdul-Baha’s work; others trying to stop 
the floodgate of his irresistible influence. 

Moamid, a paper respected by all the Islamic world, 
says: “Although he (Abdul-Baha) has lived the 

greater part of his life in Acca, Syria, yet there 
are millions of people — in Persia, India, Europe and 
America — who follow him and respect him to the 
point of worship and adoration. Whosoever asso- 
ciates with him, finds him a man who has informa- 
tion upon all subjects of human interest; his words 
are eloquent and attract the hearts, and enkindle the 
souls. His teachings and conversation revolve around 
the centre of the greatest of the world’s problems: 
To remove entirely, religious, racial and patriotic 
prejudices, and lay the foundation of a brotherhood 
and unity that will last throughout the ages and 
eternity.” 

Such is the statement of the leading newspaper 
printed in Arabic, while the editor of an influential 
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Persian newspaper printed in Cairo writes in a 
personal letter that he was summoned by Abdul- 
Baha to his presence, and although a few weeks 
before, he wrote and published an article against 
the Cause of Baha’o’llah, he accepted the invita- 
tion and left Cairo for Alexandria. He met Abdul- 
Baha and became a changed man. He went a 
stranger and an avowed antagonist; he returned a 
friend, and will write an article in favor of the 
Cause. He writes: “Indeed, I was very much bene- 
fitted in meeting Abdul-Baha. The Arabic news- 
papers are now anxiously waiting to read my com- 
ment upon the matter. You shall read my paper 
No. 20 and believe you will prize it very highly. 
There is no doubt that some people will slander and 
accuse me of being bought, but I do not care. I 
have seen the Truth, and I will write the truth, no 
matter what may happen.” 

Many others, who have been the enemies of the 
Cause, have gone, either through curiosity or honest 
investigation, to visit Abdul-Baha — the Servant of 
God and man — and have returned with the Glory of 
Truth in their faces. 

What is the key to this irresistible spiritual power 
that thus opens the locked doors of the hearts of 
men? Those who are familiar with his Teachings, 
answer that it is his practice of them. He says: 
“Be ye hind to the human world and he ye com- 
passionate to the race of man. Deal with the 
stranger as you deal with the friends. Be ye gentle 
toward the outsiders as you are toward the beloved 
ones. Know ye the enemy as the friend. Looh upon 
the satan as upon the angel and receive the unjust 
with the utmost love like unto a faithful one.” 

Truly, as of old, great miracles are transpiring 
on the banks of the river Nile, in the ancient land 
of the Pharoahs! 


NEWS FROM THE ORIENT. 

EGYPT. 

Epitomized from many long letters recently received by 
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 

Port Said. — News of the progress of the Cause in 
Persia, India, Turkey, Arabia and the West, is re- 
ceived weekly and forwarded to Abdul-Baha in Alex- 
andria. Pilgrims arriving from various parts of the 
world go to Alexandria. Thus, for the present, the 
eyes of all the Bahais are turned toward that city, 
seeking enlightenment, wisdom and divine love. 
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Cairo. — The friends here are looking forward to a visit from 
Abdul-Baha, and find it difficult to be patient until he arrives. 

Mirza Hossein Rouhy has established a school in this city 
for boys and girls, giving it the name of Abbasieh. 

INDIA. 

Bombay. — The friends in Bombay congratulate the friends 
of the West who have issued the Bahai News and Occidental 
Messenger, and we pray for its success. Already thirty have 
subscribed for it, and we hope to enlist many more. 

Rangoon. — The Cause is progressing wonderfully in this 
region, and our Mashrak-el-Azkar is filled almost every night 
with an enquiring crowd from various quarters. Seyed Mustafa 
visited Shevebo, a district of Upper Burma, where he deliv- 
ered the “Great Message.” The mullahs fronted him with 
opposition which resulted in creating a big gathering and 
many were greatly attracted. 

PERSIA. 

Esphahan. — The problem of national education is taking 
hold of the minds of the people here and they are eager to 
establish graded schools based upon Western methods. Mirza 
Anayetullah Sohrab (a cousin of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab), who 
graduated from the American college at Teheran last spring, 
has accepted a call from Abade, a city where hundreds of 
Bahais reside, to found a school for their children. Now, he is 
on his way to take up this important work, and we trust 
the Persiau-American Educational Society will do everything 
in its power to help in this noble undertaking. 

Gazvin. — The third issue of the Occidental Messenger has 
been received. It was read at the general meeting and its con- 
tents uplifted the souls into the heaven of joy because of 
this great bond of unity and evident miracle of the Word of 
Baha j o j llah. 

During the past year a school for girls has been organized 
by the believers and at present thirty-five attend. They 
study Persian, Arabic, writing, embroidery, and other house- 
hold arts. For some time the school of Tavakkal for boys 
has been established. Now, we are anxious to have the service 
of an American teacher, hoping that he may not only train 
the boys, but may assist us in establishing a channel for 
uninterrupted commercial co-operation betw r een Persia and 
America. 

Mashad. — The friends here, more than ever, are arising for 
service in the Cause. From all parts of this province, assem- 
blies are asking for teachers, and we are equipping those who 
are capable, to go forth and spread the Fragrances of the 
Kingdom. The respected Aga Rahmatullah has just departed 
for Rizwan, Khazra and Shahrood; Mirza Abdul-Hossein, the 
son of Samandar, has gone to Jazbar and Boshrouyyeh, and 
Haji Mollah Yossof, a very learned man, has left Gayn for 
other parts. These three men are busy night and day, teach- 
ing wherever they go. We have already received excellent 
reports of this work and many souls have been awakened 
through their Call and accepted the Message. 

The Occidental Messenger is read in all the meetings and 
is producing great effect. As the mail brought only a lim- 
ited number of copies, and as the believers all desired to 
possess one, we would have cabled for more had we the cable 
address. 

Sanandat. — All the hearts are made happy through the 
appearance of the Occidental Messenger, and the minds are 
astonished at this manifestation of the power of the Word 
of God in the West. It is indeed the effect of the Utter- 
ance of Baha'o'llah, and a mighty proof of the spread of 
His Call to Universal Brotherhood. We supplicate the Lord 
of Hosts to establish the structure of this publication upon a 
firm foundation. 
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Shibaz. — On account of some internal disturbances along 
the route from Bushire to Shiraz, the mail containing the 
first issue of the Occidental Messenger has not yet been 
received, but we are exceedingly glad that such a Bahai publi- 
cation has been started and we are anxious to receive it. 

An article on the Bahai Revelation, appearing in the 
Baltimore American of July 31st, has been received by the 
friends in this city. Although our hearts are made happy, yet 
we are grieved on account of some flagrant misrepresenta- 
tions made therein. We hope the Western believers will en- 
deavor to correct similar mistakes whenever or wherever such 
slaughtering of Truth is made. We are indeed much surprised 
to read such erroneous representations in a leading newspaper 
incorporating the name “America” on its title page, for 
America, to us, is synonymous with freedom, truthfulness and 
honesty. 

Tabriz. — The Cause is growing in this city and the believers 
are working faithfully to spread the Fragrances. During the 
past month we have been greatly assisted and blessed through 
the presence of two renowned teachers : Mirza Hossein Zanjan 
and Mirza Golam Hossein. Also, Mirza Ali Akbar of Nakjevan, 
a merchant of Bakou and an eloquent teacher, is with us 
temporarily. Every day extra meetings are held. It is a great 
privilege to live in this age and behold the Kingdom of Peace 
and Brotherhood established in the hearts of men. 

We are anxious to establish commercial relations with 
America, and as we buy a great deal from Europe through 
catalogs, we will be thankful for catalogs of various goods 
manufactured in America if the friends there will be kind 
enough to send them to us. 

Zanjan. — The last issue of the Occidental Messenger has just 
been received and distributed among the friends. It is read 
and re-read in our meetings, and we pray to God that it may 
continue and increase its activity and usefulness in the world 
from day to day. We send congratulations to its editors. 

RUSSIA. 

Batotjm. — A few days ago our eyes were brightened by the 
rays of the Occidental Messenger , w'hich appeared from far off 
America ; our love and affection for our Western brothers and 
sisters was increased an hundred fold through its loving and 
spiritual expressions, and we thanked God that they had arisen 
to serve the Cause in such a glorious manner. We in the East 
are deprived of the privilege of rendering such service, for the 
political laws restrict the freedom of the press ; but we are 
not sad thereby, for if the Western Bahais are assisted to serve 
the Cause in this befitting manner, we also share in its glory 
and honor, as we are all one. 


NEWS FROM THE OCCIDENT. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Greetings from the Bahais to the “Friends” 
in every land. Our meetings are held on Sunday and Thiirsday 
evenings at 494 Elwood Avenue. Henrietta F. Mills. 

Chicago, III. — The annual report of the Sick Committee, of 
which Mrs. Christine Loeding is Chairman, shows that forty- 
one visits were made to the sick in hospitals and fifty-three in 
homes. _ 

Mr. Charles Seheffler left Chicago, Nov. 14th. for Germany 
and expects to return in January. Ida M. Brush,. 

Montclair, N. J. — Miss Alice Buckton, of London, England, 
and Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, of New York, visited the friends 
Oct 30th. About thirty seekers for Truth gathered at the 
home of Mr. Charles E. Edsall, to hear them tell of the Reve- 
lation of BailCoTilaii. Those present received with enthusiasm 
Miss Buckton’ s description of her recent visit to Acca, as well 
as the teachings given by Mr. Woodcock. Lenora W. Edsall. 
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New York, N. Y. — A Bahai Home has been established at 
No. 6 West Nineteenth Street. It was opened on the night of 
Now 5th by a Feast — a beautiful spiritual gathering — at which 
Miss Alice Buckton, of London, presided by request. The house 
has rooms for renting purposes, making it a hospice for traveling 
friends, and has two large rooms which can be thrown into one, 
with a seating capacity of one hundred. Classes will be held 
there during the week and a meeting every Sunday afternoon at 
3 o’clock. Isabella D. Brittingham. 

Portland, Ore. — M r. Thornton Chase recently visited the 
friends in Portland, giving a number of splendid talks. 

Mary M. Rabb. 

Washington, D. C. — An election was held on Oct. loth, at 
which time a new Working Committee was chosen, to serve for 
one year, as follows : 

Charles Mason Remey, Chairman. 

F. J. Phelps, Treasurer. 

Joseph H. Hannen, Secretary. 

Arnaukl Belmont, Assistant Secretary. 

Miss Leone St. Clair Barnitz, Local Secretary. 

Mrs. Claudia S. Coles, ) 

Miss Mary Little, > Temple Committee. 

Mrs. Aseyeh Allen. J 

Arthur D. Mayo, Chairman Music Committee. 

Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Translator. 

W. H. Bowman, 

W. P. Ripley, 

Dr. E. H. Egbert, 

Mrs. M. C. Hotchkiss. 

At a called meeting of this Committee, Nov. 5th, the following 
additional Committees were appointed or provided for : 

Miss Little and Miss Barnitz, Unity Feasts. 

Mrs. Hotchkiss, Chairman , Bahai News. 

Dr. Egbert and Mr. Bowman, Question Box. 

Two important special meetings held since our last report 
were the Unity Feast of Sunday, Oct. 16th, at a Memorial 
Service, commemorative of Mrs. Amalie Knobloch, on Tues- 
day evening, Oct. 26th. The Unity Feast was given at the 
Conservatory of Music, and our colored friends joined with us, 
the hosts being Mr. and Mrs. George S. Hopper, Miss Hopper, 
Miss Little and Mr. Louis G. Gregory. The attendance was 
over one hundred and some of the most influential representatives 
of the colored people were present. Tasteful decorations, beau- 
tiful music and eloquent speeches adorned this spiritual meet- 
ing. The memorial service was held in the McNeal studio, 
which was decorated with a profusion of cosmos and chrysan- 
themums. Tablets or prayers were read for the friends who 
had left our circle during the year, among those thus remem- 
bered being M^s. L. A. Hester, Mrs. Mayo, little Louise 
Hopkins, Miss Charlotte Colt and the mother and father of Mrs. 
Fred J. Woodward. The spirit of this meeting was very pow- 
erful and all present felt the “peace which passeth understand- 
ing.” 

On Sunday morning, Oct. 30th, Mr. Arnauld Belmont ad- 
dressed the People’s Church on the subject of the Revelation 
and his talk was gratifyingly received. 

Mrs. Fleming, of the Brooklyn, N. Y., Assembly, was a re- 
cent visitor. 

Large gatherings subsequent to the foregoing were the Unity 
Feast of Nov. 4th and the service in commemoration of the 
birthday of Baha’o'llah. The Feast was given by Mrs. 
“Aseyeh” Allen and Mrs. “Nategha” Woodward. Beautiful 
decorations and a delightful material feast enhanced the ap- 
preciation of the spiritual program. At the Birthday Celebra- 
tion, Nov. 12th, arranged by Miss Leone St. Clair Barnitz and 
Mrs. Bradbury, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab presided, speeches were 
delivered by Mr. Remey and Dr. Fareed, and musical selections 
by Prof. Mayo. Joseph H. Hannen. 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 

“When the Mashrak-el-Azkar was erected in Ishkabad, its in- 
fluence was felt in all the Oriental countries. Whosoever heard 
of it, commenced an investigation of the Cause. Now, the Mash- 
rak-el-Azkar of Ishkabad, like an evident banner, waves in the 
world. And if in Chicago the Mashrak-el-Azkar is established, 
even as in Ishkabad, then you will see what the recognition 
of the Cause will do ; particularly the arrangement of the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar is such that it will exert the greatest effect 
upon the civilized world, for it has many accessories. Among 
them are the following : A school for orphans ; a college for 
higher scientific education (or higher knowledge) ; a hospital; a 
home for cripples; a hospice. When the Mashrak-el-Azkar, with 
its accessories, be established in the world, aside from its re- 
ligious or spiritual influence, it will have a tremendous effect 
upon civilization. Aside from the religionists who will feel its 
influence, materialists will not be exempt therefrom. Moreover, 
it contains Divine wisdoms, spiritual effects upon the intellects 
and thoughts. Subsequent to its erection these will become evi- 
dent.” — Abdtjl-Baha Abbas. 

Above the head of America today is suspended a 
golden crown whose jewels will scintillate through- 
out centuries and cycles. Shall she adorn her head 
with this priceless diadem ? The old adage, “no 
cross, no crown,” is true regarding this glorious 
crown. Can we work hard enough and sacrifice deep 
enough and look far into the future for results ? 
This Mashrak-el-Azkar will, perhaps, be the only one 
built in America during the remaining years of 
Abdul-Baha’s earthly mission and it behooves us to 
bring this project to a point of completion that its 
corner stone may be laid in the event of his coming 
to America next spring. If we do not awake to this 
golden opportunity, future generations will point 
to us and say: “Why did the early Bahais of 
America sleep so long and let this, one of the most 
glorious privileges of the ages, slip by unheeded?” 
Stop and meditate, friends, upon the necessary part 
a Mashrak-el-Azkar, dedicated by his holy presence, 
will play in the future history and development of 
the world. Will it not become a visiting point for 
all na.tions and people throughout centuries and 
cycles ? The inflow thus produced will return an 
outflow of vitalizing spiritual influence and its acces- 
sories will shed the light of the highest sciences, 
arts and crafts and the most magnanimous w r orks of 


charity and hospitality. 

Balance on hand at convention, 1910 $ 5,709.46 

Received since 4,593.27 

$10,302.73 

Expended 6,138.37 

On hand, Nov. 19, 1910 $ 4,164.36 

To be raised by Jan. 1, 1911 $1,360.64 


Corinne True. 

Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity. 
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Vol. 1. Chicago, (Nov. 23, 1910) Qaul No. 14 

With issue No. 9 of the Bahai News, a slip with 
the following wording was sent to the men on our 
mailing list: 

Dear Brother — Please read Mr. Remey’s letter published in 
this issue of the Bahai News. A statement of what you are 
doing and planning to do for the advancement of the Cause in 
your vicinity will be a source of encouragement and may sug- 
gest ways and means to the men of other communities who are 
interested in the progress of the Cause of El-Abha in the West. 
A letter from you will be appreciated. Sincerely yours in His 
Service, The Editors. 

A few interesting letters were received. One of 
them we. publish herewith, believing it will demon- 
strate what can be accomplished for the spread of 
the Cause, no matter how adverse the conditions. We 
are pleased to present this letter from Mr. John H. 
Wilcott, who will be remembered as a former active 
member of the Kenosha, Wis., Assembly: 

Kendall, Mont., Sept. 12, 1910. 

To the Bahai News. 

Dear Servants of Abdul-Baha :■ — I know you will be pleased 
to hear from this part of the West. Although the work of 
giving the Message is rather slow, we allow no opportunity to 
pass. Mother and I are the only Bahais around here that we 
know of, and up to this time we have only had cowboys, shep- 
herds and a few ranchers to talk to, who live many miles apart. 
My nearest ranchman owned 27 miles long of land which has 
now been sold to the railroad company. This is the way I reach 
these people, w T hiek may seem strange to you : First of all, my 
claim is just where every one has to make their roundup. Hun- 
dreds of cattle are around us all the time. I have a full cow- 
boy’s suit, and I am out with the boys and seem to be as 
tough as they are, so not to be a tenderfoot. From one to eight 
come to my tent daily and I am now called “the preacher” for 
miles around. Well, this is something new to the boys — some 
one to talk of God to them — and yet I seem like one of them. 
They tell it all over and I frequently meet a new one who has 
heard of us. One old sheep-keeper, who used to come and rest 
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under a tree in my yard while watching his sheep eat, and to 
whom I would then talk, regretted so greatly the life he had 
lived that he told me he was going away from this life after liv- 
ing here thirty years. Before leaving, he came to bid us good- 
bye and we gave him a good meal. I think the seed had started 
to grow. 

Many of the cowboys shoot game and bring it to us. Of 
course we have to feed many of them at times, but that is the 
only way we can reach them. At first some of them did not 
want to hear anything of God — said there was no God — but 
after some of the great hidden mysteries were explained to 
them, they became interested, and you would be surprised to 
see us sitting on a log outside, or in the tent, until 10 o’clock 
at night. 

My dear mother is the only doctor around here for forty-five 
miles. The land is now all taken up and settlers are coming in 



Translation of inscription on above illustration: “Mr. Wil- 
cott, Bahai, who is spreading the Cause of Abha among the 
cowboys of the Western plains of America with great enkindle- 
ment and attraction, and whose letter of experience is printed 
herewith in English.” 


rapidly. The cowboys told them that mother was a diploma doc- 
tor, so they have started to come after her, traveling from 
fifteen to twenty miles. She is not a bit slow in giving the 
Message. A few weeks ago when it was warm, a cowboy 
came and was resting by the tent. He asked mother is she had 
anything to read. She gave him one of our Bahai books. He 
cursed and said: “That is religion. Haven’t you any papers?” 
So she gave him a newspaper from Santa Anna, which was sent 
to us by a missionary there, to whom I am trying to give the 
Message, but who has not been able to grasp it yet. Well, 
this paper told about God, and the cowboy, after looking at it 
for a while, said : “Why. this is religion — just as bad as the 
other book.” Mother said: “This is all we have here. We 
live for God.” W’hen I came in with a bunch of prairie chick- 
ens he said to me: “Hello, preacher! This is a great place 
— nothing to read.” I replied that I had just what he wanted, 
and going to my trunk, brought a book called “Indian Wars 
and Brave Deeds.” Well, you should have seen that man! 
He was very much pleased and called for a few days until he 
had finished reading it. He then said: “If there is a God, 
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why did He let those Indians kill those poor people in sneh a 
way?” That gave me an opportunity, and now the man begins 
to read Bahai books and does not curse any more in our tent. 

I enjoyed reading Mr. Remey’s letter in the Bahai News. I 
was very much impressed with his statement that when one is 
out trying to give the Message, he needs encouragement from 
the other believers. I find it so here and feel that the friends 
should think more of this. A little of my experience would con- 
vince one of the truth of this statement. I have received one 
letter from Johnstown, two from Chicago, and a few from 
Mrs. Goodale, of Kenosha, that put new life into me to do more 
work. * * * 

Any literature regarding the Cause will be gladly accepted 
and handed to some of the new settlers here. These cowboys 
are all good fellows and tired of this life. They are seeking 
for something and do not know where to get it — it is this 
Message. So when any one goes out to try to give the Mes- 
sage, let us encourage them. In a place like this God is not 
known. They believe there is no God, no heaven or hell, be- 
cause they have been taught so. It is not easy and one should 
be encouraged. * * * 

This country is wild with rattlesnakes and wolves. I have 
killed many snakes, but as the country is now being settled 
the snakes are disappearing. One was in our tent last night. 
We heard him rattle. We dare not sleep with an arm outside 
of the bed. It is getting cold ; the mountains are covered 
with snow and we had four inches of it. We are still in a 
tent, but I am building a log house. Frost killed nearly all we 
had, but God giveth and God taketh away — praise His Name ! 
When I go for mail, I carry a gun because of wild steers. 
Every one carries a gun because of cattle and snakes. 

My mother is 70 years old and keeps up quite well. We 
have lots of hay on the ground in the tent to keep our feet 
warm, but we have been laid up with colds. Everything here 
has to be hauled from Lewistown, forty-five miles. Our nearest 
place is Kendall, a small town, 5,800 feet high in the moun- 
tains — a gold mining town — about ten houses built on rocks on 
the side of the hill. Oil costs 50 cents a gallon, potatoes 4 
cents a pound, etc. Before this cold weather came I used to 
lie in bed in the morning and take my gun from the side of 
my pillow and shoot sage hens or prairie chicken. They de- 
stroyed my garden, and four or five times a day I used to go 
around the garden to drive them out and also the rabbits. 

I have taken some pictures and send you one of myself 
now as I go among the boys. * * * 

Here comes another old shepherd who likes to come here 
— I can hear his voice over the hill calling the sheep, so I must 
stop writing. 

We send all our Bahai love and ask your earnest prayers. 

Your servant in His Name, John H. Wilcott. 

Our Persian section, this issue, contains a Tablet 
to the Denver, Colo., Assembly revealed about 1907, 
and a continuation of the article on Universal Bahai 
Peace. Statistics are given of the enormous number 
of killed in all wars and the heavy cost of some of 
the famous battles of history; the number of sol- 
diers and warships maintained by the different West- 
ern nations; an outline of the Constitution of the 
“United Nations of the World,” the “Congress of 
Nations,” and the “Supreme Court of Nations;” 
quotations from Voltaire, Franklin and others, 
against war: quotations from the note of the Em- 
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peror of Russia inviting- all nations to the first Hague 
Conference, and quotations from Tablets of Abdul- 
Baha, giving the Bahai plan of the establishment 
of Universal Peace. 

Beginning with this issue, we present a series of 
Tablets revealed by Abdul-Baha for Oriental Assem- 
blies, believing it will bring the Assemblies of the 
East nearer to the hearts of the friends in the West. 
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab has consented to translate them 
especially for the Bahai Hews. 


ASSEMBLIES IH THE OCCIDEHT. 

Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Baltimore, Md. — Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
at 629 W T est North Avenue, and Sunday evenings at 516 Broad- 
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue. 

Boston, Mass. — Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even- 
ing at 494 Elwood Avenue. 

Chicago, III. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at 
Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary. 

Denver, Colo. — G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street. 

Ithica, N. Y. — Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
at the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street. 

Kenosha, Wis. — R egular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10 :30 
a. m. ; Sunday school, 9 :30 a. m., at Gronquish Hall, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street. 

Los Angeles, Cal. — F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building. 

New York, N. Y. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar- 
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey. 

Portland, Ore. — Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
at 501 Yamhill Street, corner Fifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 Willamette Boulevard, Station F. 

Seattle, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held at 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South. 

Spokane, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held Friday even- 
ings at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 Fifth 
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue. 

Sumerduck, Va. — Meetings on fourth Sundays ; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett. 

Washington, D. C. — Regular meetings Friday evenings at 
8:15; Sunday mornings at 11:15, at 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre- 
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W. 

ENGLAND. 

London, Eng. — Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8:15 
p. m., at 10 Cheniston Gardens, Wright’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street. 

GERMANY. 

Stuttgart, Wurtemberg. — Regular meetings of assembly, 
Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24 p. Zuffenhausen. — At 
the home of Herrn und Frau F. Schweizer, Karl strasse 26i. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL- BAHA. 

To the Believers of God in Ghale Darre, 

Persia. 

Upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious ! 

iie is god! 

0 ye servants of the Blessed Perfection! 

In the Day of the Manifestation, you have caught 
the lights from the Manifestor on the Mount of 
Sinai and beheld the splendor of the Ray of Truth. 
Ye are the children of the Period of Baha’o’leah 
and have become the appearance of the Effulgence 
of Mercifulness in the Day wherein the rays of the 
Divine Sun radiate upon all things. Tear down the 
old garment and clad your sanctified temples with 
the new robe! Ye have passed from the salty water 
of ignorance and have drunk the salubrious salsabil 
of knowledge. Ye have closed your eyes to the wine 
of heedlessness and became intoxicated with the 
choice sealed wine of intelligence! Ye have taken 
the cup of prosperity from the cupbearer of the 
Covenant and with infinite rejoicing, happiness and. 
beatitude celebrated the Feast of beholding the rays 
of the Orb of regions! 

Now is the time that we may sacrifice, for the sake 
of the Love of that Beloved, our spirit, our soul, our 
heart, our mind, our property, our life and our all; 
and to wish for nothing but His good-pleasure, 
search for nothing but His Path, and desire nothing 
but His Service! 

Upon ye be Glory! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 


Translated by Mirza Abmad Sohrab, November 30, 1910, 
especially for the Bahai News. 
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ABDUL-BAHA IN EGYPT. 

Third, of a series of special news items pertaining to the sojourn 
of Addul-Baha in Egypt. 

Special to the Bahai News: — You have asked 
for an account of Abdul-Baha’s departure to the 
land of Egypt. Abdul-Baha did not inform anyone 
that he was going to leave Haifa. The day he left 
he visited the Holy Tomb of the Bab on Mt. Carmel, 
and when he came down from the mountain of the 
Lord, he went direct to the steamer. This was the 
first anyone knew about the matter. Within two 
days he summoned to his presence, Mirza Noureddin, 
Shougi Effendi, Khosro, and this servant. The only 
persons who accompanied Abdul-Baha to Egypt were 
Mirza Moneer Zain and Abdul Hossein, one of the 
pilgrims who was leaving at that time. When 
Mirza Noureddin arrived in Port Said, his brother 
Mirza Moneer returned to Haifa. 

For nearly one month Abdul-Baha remained in 
Port Said and the friends of God came from Cairo, 
in turn, to visit him. One day he called me to ac- 
company him when taking a walk in the streets of 
the city. He said: “Do you realize now the mean- 
ing of my statement when I was telling the friends 
that there was a wisdom in my indisposition?” I 
answered, “Yes, I do remember very well.” He 
continued, “Well, the wisdom was that I must al- 
ways move according to the requirements of the 
Cause. Whatever the Cause requires for its pro- 
mulgation, I will not delay in its accomplishment 
for one moment! Now, the Cause did require that 
I travel to these parts, and had I divulged my in- 
tention at that time, many difficulties would have 
arisen.” 

The day that he left for Alexandria he did not 
mention the matter to anyone; nor did this servant 
know the time of his departure. However, when 
I heard that he had left, I hurried to the steamer 
and there met him with two pilgrims from Eshka- 
bad. He said: “Tell the friends, how, under se- 
vere circumstances of bodily weakness, I have ac- 
cepted the hardships of traveling to promote the 
Word of God, to spread the Cause of God and to 
diffuse the Fragrances of God! I have left behind 
friends, relatives and home for the sake of the 
Cause!” By this he meant that the believers of 
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God must follow in his footsteps and illumine the 
East and the West with the lights of knowledge, 
peace and brotherhood. 

While in Alexandria many noted persons, formerly 
enemies of the Cause for years, have met him and 
after being in his presence are changed entirely. 
Also, distinguished editors of Arabic and Persian 
newspapers, such as Moaid and Tchehre Neina, have 
talked with him and afterward wrote and published 
columns of praise and commendation on his Teach- 
ings and greatness. Thus the newspapers have given 
great publicity to the Movement. In regard to the 
Moaid article, Abdul-Baha says: “A clipping from 
the newspaper of Moaid , which is the first newspaper 
of Egypt and its editor well known throughout the 
world for his learning, is enclosed. Formerly, this 
person, through the instigation of some influential 
resident Persians, wrote many articles against this 
Cause and called the Bahais infidels. But when 
Abdul-Baha arrived in this country, with one inter- 
view he was completely changed and contradicted all 
his former articles with this one. This is the type 
of the just man!” 

There is no doubt that this trip is fraught with 
wonderful results for the Cause and many people 
will become awakened. In one of these interviews 
Abdul-Baha stated he may go to Cairo and pass 
the remainder of the winter in that city. The 
Egyptian winter weather is ideal, temperate and 
agrees with him. Since he has arrived in Egypt 
his health is much improved, and should he decide 
to go to America it will not be before the springtime. 

With great love and greeting to all the friends 
in the West, I am always 

Your co-worker in the Cause, 

Assadollah Gomi. 


NEWS FROM THE ORIENT. 

BURMA. 

Rangoon. — -We wish to express our deep appreciation for the 
Bahai News and the great interest it has evoked in the East 
both in the Bahai circle and outside of it. 

The Cause here is progressing admirably and the recent visit 
of our brothers Messrs. Charles Mason Remey and Howard C. 
Struven, served to impart to it a fresh acceleration. The 
Movement in Kunjangon, referred to in kind terms in one of 
the issues of the Bahai News, has been engaging the attention 
of many seekers in India and Burma, for though of a very 
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recent origin has been rather singular in its kind. The num- 
ber of believers is swelling day by day and the new school for 
the Bahai boys, which was recently opened by our revered 
brother Seyad Mustafa Roumie, though in a very primary scale, 
is well attended and has caused great zeal among the servants 
of God all over India. Also, our brother Aga Seyad Mehdi 
Behahani, who, since his return from the holy land of Acca in 
October, has been residing in Bombay, has just arrived in 
Rangoon and will go to inspect the school, and in all proba- 
bility will be placed in charge there to train the boys. 

A. 8. Ismaeel. 

PERSIA. 

GazvijV — T wo of our spiritual American sisters have arrived 
here after a brief visit with Abdul-Baha in Alexandria, en 
route. Several of the friends went outside of the city to wel- 
come them, and when they arrived at the house of Karim Elahi, 
we talked with them, through interpreters, about the spread 
of the Cause in America, and from them inhaled the spiritual 
fragrances of our western brothers and sisters. At the same 
time, several prominent men, who were on their way to visit 
Abdul-Baha, arrived from Teheran and joined us in conversing 
and feasting with these two dear sisters. 

His honor, Sanrmder, an active teacher and spreader of 
truth since his early life and who has been for the past three 
months in Rasht, has just returned bringing glorious news of 
the progress of the Cause. His honor, Haji Valz, an old and 
venerable teacher, according to the decision of the Board of 
Consultation, has just left the city to travel in the surrounding 
towns and villages to invite the people to the Kingdom of 
Abha and teach the friends its essential principles. 

We are expecting the arrival of Mirza Ali Akbar, a young 
Bahai brother, to teach English to our children in the school 
of “Tavakkal,” so that both boys and girls may study that 
language and converse and correspond with the friends in the 
West. 

Mashad. — We regret to report that his honor, Pazel Foroughi, 
was shot by three persons who called upon him at his home 
under pretext of desiring an interview with him. The gov- 
ernment, hearing of this eveut, placed a guard about the house 
and the wounded venerable teacher was removed to the hos- 
pital. The outcome of his condition is not yet known. 

Shiraz. — The Occidental Messenger* has been received in 
this city. Indeed, it is a useful, unique and truly Bahai pub- 
lication and we pray to God that year after year, month after 
month, it may add to its circulation and salutory influence in 
binding together the East and West. We are very anxious to 
establish closer commercial relations between America and this 
city, and will send rugs, silk cloth, lamb skins, etc., whenever 
proper headquarters are provided, and we, in turn, desire to 
receive from America, hardware goods, implements, etc. The 
Occidental Messenger can aid this endeavor in many ways, for 
already its appearance has created a great spirit of search and 
activity in various lines. 

We have written the officers of the Persian-American Edu- 
tional Society in Washington, D. C., expressing our desire to 
found a school, to be called “Tarbiat,” as a branch of the 
school in Teheran. We have a fund to purchase tables and 
chairs for the schoolroom, but we need primary books in arith- 
metic, geography, history and literature, which cannot be had 
here. The Society can help us in the founding of this school 
by sending to us the required books. Gholam Hossein Mirza, 
who knows English well and has been serving as secretary to 
the English Consulate, with his two sons and three of the 
friends are ready to found the school and teach the children. 


♦Persian Section of the Bahai News. 
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SEYAD ASSADOLLAH GOMI. 

Seyad Assadollah Gomi, who has sent the special 
news item pertaining to the journey of Abdul-Baha 
to Egypt, published in this issue, is one of the oldest 
and most patriarchal Bahais of the early days of 
BahaVllah. He has served the Cause in many 
ways and is now living in Port Said as the channel 



SEYAD ASSADOLLAH GOMI. 

of communication between the friends all over the 
world and Abdul-Baha — having been sent there from 
Acca to continue the work of the late Seyad Taki 
Menshadi. 

While a young man he was eager to learn the 
truth from every source. Later, he heard of the 
Bahai Revelation and, after a thorough investiga- 
tion, accepted it. He then began to teach and lead 
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others. On account of his open teaching, he was 
taken by the authorities of Teheran and thrown into 
prison with the renowned Mirza Abul-Fazl and 
eleven other prominent Bahais. After a year and 
a half in prison, suffering untold hardships — the 
recital of which is pathetic and soul-stirring — he 
and others were set free. About this time, Mirza 
Assadollah — who has been in America — and his fam- 
ily were preparing to leave Teheran for Acca, and 
Seyad Assadollah Gomi volunteered to go with them. 
Arriving at their destination, Seyad Assadollah 
begged Baha’o’llah to remain in His service, and 
for many years he was in turn a gardener in the 
Rizwan and a teacher to the Bahai children in the 
Holy Land. 

When BahaVllah departed from this life, for 
nine months Seyad Assadollah was instructed by 
Abdul-Baha in the art of teaching the Truth; after 
which he sent him to Persia to spread the Cause. 
Again he was apprehended in one of the remote cities 
of Persia, and with chains on his neck, hands and 
feet, was brought to Teheran to be judged. The 
Prime Minister, after investigation and finding him 
innocent, liberated him. At this time Abdul-Baha 
revealed to him some very glorious Tablets. 

It was about the year 1900 that our editor, Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab, had the privilege of traveling with 
him through southern Persia, India and finally to 
Acca, and who testifies of Seyad Assadollah’s gen- 
tleness, firmness, nobility of spirit and loftiness of 
mind. 


NEWS NOTES. 

The officers and chairmen of the Woman’s Assembly of Teach- 
ing of Chicago, are all working earnestly and with marked 
effect. The letters received by the Corresponding Secretary, 
from the maid-servants of the different assemblies in the Orient, 
have been most interesting, telling of their organized work in 
that country and of their joy at hearing so often from their 
Western sisters. The 19-day Board meetings and 19-day Teas 
are held regularly each month. Mrs. Charles H. Greenleaf has 
returned to Chicago and is now Chairman of the Visiting Com- 
mittee, Miss Arna True end Miss Alma Albertson being her 
assistants. Miss Mary Lesch is a new member of the Board, 
serving as its present Treasurer. The Young People’s Society 
was recently delightfully entertained at the home of Mrs. 
Corinne True. The Sunday School, under the supervision of 
Mrs. Foster, assisted by Mrs. Brush, is gaining steadily in 
numbers. Louise B. Waite , Cor, 8ec/y. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Dahl are now at 554 Duquesne Avenue, 
Edgewood Park, Pittsburg, Pa., and will be pleased to greet 
friends passing through that city. 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 

“The beloved of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful 
intend to found a Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago. They have sent 
to us numerous plans that one may be accepted and the edifice 
be built accordingly. Now the funds must be accumulated, the 
land entirely paid for and the necessary preparations for build- 
ing made and then the accessory matters considered. Therefore, 
make ye an effort and show ye zeal that the price of the land 
be fully discharged and the means for the edifice produced.” — 
Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

On Tuesday, November 29th, a very interesting 
event for the Temple site took place. The new 
drainage canal skirting the entire western boundary 
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar land was formally opened 
and the water from Lake Michigan turned into the 
channel. The public schools in the vicinity were 
dismissed for the occasion and fully five hundred 
children were grouped on the bank of the canal. 
As the water began to flow through the opening, 
some of the Bahais stood on the bank and repeated 
the Greatest Name. 

The water on its onward flow through the busy 
city must first lave the Mashrak-el-Azkar grounds, 
and we pray that a blessing may rest upon these 
waters, and a healing, purifying effect be carried 
through them to wash away the impurities of the 
great city. As this land lies at the intake of this 
pure stream of water to be used for cleansing drain- 
age purposes, is it not symbolic of the Water of Life, 
contained in the Word of God, flowing down from the 
spiritual edifice, the Mashrak-el-Azkar, to cleanse the 
hearts of its inhabitants from impurities and cause to 
spring up in them divine attributes and character- 
istics? Thus a new spiritual city will replace the 
present mart of intensest commercialism. 

Report in last issue of Bahai News to be raised Jan. 


1, 1911 $1,360.64 

Amount received since 618.43 

Leaving amount to be raised $ 742.21 


Corinne True. 

Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity. 


CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian by simple 
lessons and phonographic records. Each pupil receives all 
necessary individual help and attention through a system of 
written lessons and criticisms. No Persian written characters 
are used; the English letters only are employed and pronuncia- 
tions expressed in English characters. Many are taking advan- 
tage of this system, both in Europe and in America. 

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. RAFFIE, S. B., 729 
Livingston Hall, Columbia University, New York City, U. S. A. 
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MONTH 

1st. . . 
2nd. . 
3rd. . 
4th. . 
5th. . 
6th. . 
7th. . 
Sth. . 
9th. . 
10th. . 
11th. . 
12th. . 
13th . . 
14th. . 
15th. . 
16th. . 
17th. . 
18th. . 

19th. . 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 


NAME FIRST DATS 

.Baha’ (Splendor) Mar. 21 

. . Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

.Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

.Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

.Nur (Light) June 5 

. Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

. Kalamat (Words) July 13 

.Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

.Kamal (Perfection) Aug. 20 

.Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

.Mashiyat (Will) Sept. 27 

.Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

.Qudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

. Qaul (Saying) Nov. 23 

..Masa’il (Questions) Dec. 12 

. .Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

..Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

. . Malik (King) Feb. 7 

Four intercalary days. 

..Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


Our Persian section this issue contains ( 1 ) a 
Tablet to the Baltimore, Md., Assembly, received 
some time about 1905; (2) an article on the Uni- 
versal Bahai Religion: (a) the evolution of the re- 
ligious idea or instinct of the race from the earliest 
time, (b) the appearance of the prophets throughout 
the succeeding ages of known history, (c) the estab- 
lishment of the seven great religions, Brahmanism, 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Confucianism, Buddhism, 







BAHAI NEWS 


9 


Christianity and Mohammedanism, ( d ) explaining the 
division and difference wrought by the religious or- 
ders, (e) giving the seven points of similarity in 
the teachings of the Founders of these religions, (f) 
quoting from their Books prophecies of the coming 
of the Universal Manifestation, (g) the appearance 
of BahaVltaii, whereby the prophecies of the seven 
great religions are fulfilled, (h) quotations from 
the Writings of Baha’o’ixah and Abdul-Baha to 
corroborate the above statements for the establish- 
ment of the Universal Bahai Religion ; (3) news 

pertaining to the sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. 

We are pleased to reprint the following notice and 
editorial from a Teheran, Persia, newspaper, telling 
of the good works of Dr. Susan I. Moody, believing 
it will interest all the friends: 

TEHERAN NEWSPAPER NOTICE. 

DOCTOR MOODY — American lady . — Not only does she know 
medicine, but also gynecology, obstetrics and women’s diseases. 
Her good qualities and kind attributes, her love for her Persian 
oriental sisters, are all equal. Every day from morning till 
noon she is in her office. No. 10 Avenue Aladauleh, receiving 
her patients for consultation, examination and treatment, ex- 
cepting Friday and Sunday afternoons, when she goes to the 
Hospital Sehat (Hospital of Health), where she meets the 
patients of the higher and wealthier class. 

EDITORIAL. 

We give the utmost thanks and gratitude to such a noble 
woman, to such a respected person, whose presence here is a 
great privilege to the country of Persia. On account of the 
great care of this blessed person, the sick of all nationalities, 
moslems, et al., become healthy and well. We beg of God to 
keep this blessed and respected person with us. 


NEWS NOTES. 

Additional copies of circular and card pertaining to the 
collating of books for the Orient, recently distributed by the 
Persian-American Educational Society through the Bahai News 
Service, can be obtained by addressing Mrs. Claudia S. Coles, 
310 The Burlington, Washington, D. C. 

In a recent issue of the Bahai News the statement was 
made that regular meetings of the Ithaca, N. Y., Assembly had 
been inaugurated and that the first meeting was held Oct. 21st. 
We should have added that Mr. and Mrs. George S. Hopper, 
now of Washington, D. C., were for many years faithful work- 
ers in the Cause in Ithaca and meetings were held at their 
home regularly. 

Recognizing the need of more co-operation and fellowship 
among the men-servants in the Cause, nineteen men of the 
New York City Assembly have formed what is known as the 
“Brotherhood of Baha.” A meeting was held at their head- 
quarters, 6 West 90th Street, Monday evening, November 28th, 
to which all the men were invited and the principles of the 
Brotherhood set forth. 
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ASSEMBLIES IN THE OCCIDENT. 

Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented. 

CANADA. 

Montreal, Qtje. — Weekly meeting held Friday evenings at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Maxwell, 716 Pine Avenue. 

ENGLAND. 

London, Eng. — Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8 :15 
p. m., at 10 Cheniston Gardens, Wright’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street. 

GERMANY. 

Stuttgart, Wurtemberg. — Regular meetings of assembly, 
Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24p. Zuffenhausen. — At 
the home of Herrn und Frau F. Schweizer, Karl strasse 26i. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Baltimore, Md. — Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
at 629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings at 516 Broad- 
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue. 

Boston, Mass. — Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even- 
ing at 494 Elwood Avenue. 

Chicago, III. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at 
Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary. 

Cleveland, O. — Meetings Wednesday evenings at the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Swingle, 2101 Prospect Avenue. 

Denver, Colo. — G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street. 

Ithica, N. Y. — Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
at the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street. 

Kenosha, Wis.- — -Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10 :30 
a. m. ; Sunday school, 9:30 a. m., at Gronquish Hall, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street. 

Los Angeles, Cal. — F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building. 

New York, N. Y. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar- 
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey. 

Philadelphia, Pa. — M iss Jessie E. Revell, Secretary, 1429 
Mayfield Street. 

Portland, Ore. — Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
at 501 Yamhill Street, corner Fifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 Willamette Boulevard, Station F. 

Seattle, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held at 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South. 

Spokane, Waspi. — Regular weekly meeting held Friday even- 
ings at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 Fifth 
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue. 

Sumerduck, Va. — Meetings on fourth Sundays ; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett. 

Washington, D. C. — Regular meetings Friday evenings at 
8:15; Sunday mornings at 11:15, at 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre- 
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W. 
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TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Stating the Conditions Requisite for His Coming to 

America. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF BAHAIS IN 

AMERICA.* 

To the beloved ones and the maid-servants of the 

Merciful ! 

HE IS GOD 1 

0 ye dear friends and maid-servants of God! 

Your epistle was received.f You have expressed 
joy and happiness because of the trip of Abdul - 
Baha from the center of prison (Aeea) to the land 
of the divine Joseph (Egypt). There are divine 
wisdoms in this journey! I am hopeful that it will 
be productive of results. 

Now — praise be to God! — some time is passed with 
the utmost of spirit and fragrance in this country, 
and we are occupied with the service of the Cause 
of God and servitude to the Holy Threshold. 

When the service which is our (present) purpose 
is realized for the Kingdom of God, perhaps we shall 
journey to other parts. 

If the beloved of God in all America strive for 
unity and harmony, attain perfect love and accord, 
and act according to the divine teachings and the 
precepts of the Blessed Perfection, this will prove a 
magnet attracting Abdul-Baha, so that, perchance, 
he may journey to America. 

But, until the light of oneness, unity and love 
shine forth from the lamp of America, and the be- 
loved act in accordance with the divine teachings and 
precepts of the Blessed Perfection, and all the be- 
lievers in America become united and harmonious, 
my coming to America will be hindered — nay, im- 
possible. 

Therefore, strive ye that ye may become the em- 

* Through Lua M. Getsinger. 

fA letter sent by the Washington (D. C.) Assembly on be- 
half of the Assemblies of America, supplicating Abdul-Baha to 
visit this country. 
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bodied teachings of the Blessed Perfection, confirmed 
in the divine precepts, resurrected in holiness and 
purity, severance, humility and meekness, set aglow 
with the fire of divine love; and loosen your tongues 
with the praises and commendations of the Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Thus may the great attainment be realized. 

Upon ye be Baha’o’llah-EI-Abha ! 

{Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, December 8, 1910. 
Note — It is the wish of Abdul-Baha that this Tablet be read in 
all Assemblies. 


TO THE ATTRACTED MAID-SERVANT OF GOD, LUA M. 

GETSINGER.* 

Upon her be Baha’o’llah-EI-Abha ! 
he is god! 

0 thou dear maid-servant of God! 

Your epistle was received and the desire and re- 
quest of the beloved ones and the maid-servants of 
the Merciful became known. 

The conditions requisite for the coming of Abdul- 
Baha to those regions have just been written for the 
friends and the maid-servants of the Lord — through 
you. I am hopeful that these conditions will be 
carried out, perchance at some time a trip to those 
regions may be taken; but if these conditions be not 
realized, this will hinder a trip to those parts. 

Convey most reverend Abha greetings with the 
utmost longing to his honor, the dear friend, the 
Doctor ( Getsinger ) . 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Dr. Fareed, December 6, 1910. 


TO THE ATTRACTED MAID-SERVANT OF GOD, ASETEH 
KHANUM (WELLESCA POLLOCK ALLEN). t 

Upon her be Baha-E1- Abha ! 
he is god! 

0 thou dear maid-servant of God! 

I hope, through the Lord, that thy request and 
desire may be granted. Thou hast written of the 

*t Through Dr. Ameen U. Fareed. 
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jov and happiness of the beloved, together with a 
request for my presence in America. 

Abdul-Baha is like the nightingale. The nightin- 
gale soars to the rose-garden. Should you desire my 
presence there, you must make America a rose- 
garden. That is to say, you must make that country 
well adorned with every rose of spiritual qualities 
and human attributes. Then certainly, God, the 
Generous, will reward you greatly, and, perchance, 
this Nightingale will then fly to that rose-garden. 

Thou hast written of thy new house wherein thou 
hast prepared a place for the travelers of the East 
and West. This is very acceptable. 

Now the beloved must strive to make America a 
rose-garden. Then your desire will be realized. 

0 thou dear maid-servant of God! Thou art ever 
in mind and present before me. I hope, through the 
bounty and bestowal of God, that thy dear son may 
be blessed and become dear in both worlds. 

Upon thee be Baha’o’llaii-EI-Abha ! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Dr. Fareed, December 8, 1910. 


NEWS FROM THE OCCIDENT. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Boston, Mass. — This Assembly was brought very near to the 
Spirit of Abdul-Baha a few Sundays ago, when Miss Alice M. 
Buckton of London, England, visited us and addressed the meet- 
ing. Mrs. Buckton was in Acca a few months ago for a fort- 
night. She has come forth from that Rose-garden carrying the 
choicest flowers which are lovingly shared with all. His bene- 
diction upon her is felt everywhere she goes. 

Mr. Stanwood Cobb of the Washington (D. C. ) Assembly, has 
been with us twice during the holiday season and has brought 
us inspiration and the Spirit of the Washington Assembly. Miss 
Ella Robarts, from New York, was also in Boston for a Sunday 
and added her Bahai spirit to our little group. These glimpses 
we have from other Assemblies from time to time are a source 
of great ioy and thanksgiving. 

Greeting and love to all of the believers everywhere, and our 
earnest prayer is that through our unity, love and harmony, we 
may make “straight and right the way” that Abdul-Baha may 
be with us at the Chicago Convention, and that that visit may 
witness the laying of the cornerstone of the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 

Evidences of “awakenings” are apparent on all sides. 

Grace Bogarts. 

Chicago, III. — Mr. Charles H. Greenleaf has been conducting 
the Sunday meetings during his month’s stay in town. 

Mr. Charles Scheffler has returned from a few weeks’ visit to 
Germany. 

The last nineteen-day tea of the Woman’s Assembly of Teach- 
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ing was held at the home of Mrs. Era W. Russell ; falling on 
Sunday afternoon there was a goodly gathering of gentlemen as 
guests. The reports of the officers were most interesting and 
spoke well for their zeal and untiring work. Letters have been 
received by the Corresponding Secretary from Japan, Resht, 
Yazd, Teheran, Bombay, Honolulu and Shiraz, all bearing loving 
greetings to the friends throughout America. 

The Bahai Sunday school was given a holiday party on De- 
cember 26th, presents were distributed to the children and a 
joyous spirit prevailed. A supplication to Abdul-Baha was 
signed by every one present, to be forwarded through our 
brother. Dr. Zia Bagdadi. Louise B. Waite. 

Cincinnati, Ohio. — When the glorious glad-tidings reached 
Cincinnati of the probable visit to America of Abdul-Baha, a 
new life-giving breeze was wafted and all arose as never before 
in love and unity, and from the lips came forth, “Praise be to 
God!” that he looks upon America with favor. O dear co- 
workers in all parts of the land, what an impetus to service in 
building the Mashrak-el-Azkar and in loving service to all hu- 
manity ! We pray God if he should come, each beloved one in 
America be granted the blessed privilege to enter his presence 
in an attitude so selfless that his rejoicing be unceasing. Bahai 
love and greetings to all from the Cincinnati Assembly. 

Annie L. Parmerton. 

Denver, Colo. — Mrs. E. J. Bell, Aurora, Colo., holds a group 
meeting on Monday evenings. Mrs. George Haeberlie also holds 
a Bahai gathering every nineteen days at her residence 2747 
West Thirty-fifth Avenue. Ella T. Nash. 

Gobleville, Mich. — On Dec. 13th, the friends and rela- 
tives of Mrs. Ruddiman gathered at her home to pay respect to 
her departed mother. The beautiful Bahai funeral service, 
conducted by Mr. Charles H. Greenleaf, who came from Chi- 
cago especially to serve in that capacity, created such an 
atmosphere of strength, comfort and peace, that many were 
attracted, and, after the interment and return to the home, 
he was called upon to deliver the Message. 

Los Angeles, Calif.— T he friends of the Assembly gath- 
ered Sunday afternoon, Dec. 18th, at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Haney to consider matters pertaining to the Cause for 
the ensuing year. An Executive Committee was appointed 
for the year, consisting of Messrs. Haney and Chase, Miss 
Wise and Miss Hammond of Pasadena and Mrs. Beckett of 
Tropico. It was decided to continue the monthly public meet- 
ings, which have been held in Blanchard Hall on the first 
Sunday afternoon of each month, and also to have alternate 
meetings on Sunday afternoons at the homes of believers, 
especially at the Haney home on the third Sunday of each 
month. 

On Sunday, Dec. 11th, the friends came from far and near 
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chase for a social Bahai gath- 
ering. On Monday, the 12th, the Unity Feast was held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Frankland in Tropico. The next Unity 
Feast will be at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Haney in Los 
Angeles. The friends of Pasadena and Tropico are working in 
happy unity with those of Los Angeles for the progress of the 
Cause, all as one body of sincere believers. 

The coming of Mr. and Mrs. Rice-Wray of Newark. N. J., 
Mrs. Nash from Denver, and others, all earnest workers, to- 
gether with the efforts of Madame Bethlen, tends to the more 
rapid spreading of knowledge of the Great Message. Mrs. 
Nash, with her daughter Louise, has settled at Eagle Rock, 
a delightful suburb of Los Angeles, where she is gathering 
in the neighbors to listen to the Glad-tidings. She holds 
meetings on Sunday afternoons at 3 p. m.. excepting the first 
Sunday of the month when they are held by all groups in 
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Blanchard Hall. Mrs. E. B. Hading has recently come from 
Nebraska. She has been separated from all believers for 

about ten years, but made it her first pleasure here to seek 

and find the Bahai friends. The Bahai Revelation is a “live 
wire,” and when the real being of any soul has been once 
touched by its vitality, there is truly no rest in separation 
from it. This is being proved often by the coming to its 

portals of those who have been afar from its outward influ- 

ence. Two of our former Greenacre (Me.) friends were at 
the gathering at the Chase home, and they showed as earnest 
an interest in the Cause and its teachings as if they had 
been associated with it during the years. A number of peo- 
ple are becoming interested in the wonderful Message and 
are coming again and again to hear its words of comfort and 
strength. The prospect for an increased and united Assem- 
bly in Los Angeles is excellent. 

Tftabet. 

New Yoek, N. Y. — The regular weekly meetings are as fol- 
lows : Sunday mornings in Genealogical Hall, 226 YV. 58th 
St. ; Sunday and Friday afternoons, classes for instruction, 
held by Mr. MacNutt, in the Bahai Home, 6 W. 90th St., 
where many are hearing the Message ; Friday evenings, the 
reading of the Word in Miss Thompson’s studio, 119 B. 19th 
St. ; a group meeting in the Bronx, New York City, Sunday even- 
ings. In Brooklyn, Sunday evening meetings in the home of 
Mr. Frank Osborne, 1076 Bergen St., and a meeting one 
evening during the week in the home of Miss Foote, 547 Han- 
cock St. In Newark, N. J., weekly meetings are held on 
Wednesday evenings in the home of Mr. Hooper Harris, 1180 
South Broad St. Much interest is being manifested in these 
meetings. 

A beautiful Feast was held on the evening of Dec. 81st, 
1910, in the Bahai Home, given by Mrs. Hoar of Fanwood, 
N. J., seventy of the believers being present, some even com- 
ing very late in order to be there. As in the Feasts given 
in Acca. a long table was spread, many precious Tablets were 
read, several addresses made, and Mirza Raffle chanted a Tab- 
let which he had recently received. The friends reluctantly 
parted at a late hour, with “New Year’s Greetings” to one 
another. Our dear sister, Mrs. Wilhelmina Logie, has charge 
of the Bahai Home and is giving her entire time and service 
to it. At a meeting of the subscribers the following Bahai 
Home Committee was appointed : Mr. W. H. Hoar, chair- 
man ; Mr. E. B. Kinney, treasurer ; Mrs. I. D. Brittingham, 
secretary. 

For several years some of our New York brothers have been 
considering an organization of the men for active service in 
the Cause of God, and the communication upon this subject, 
by Mr. Remey, in the Bahai News of Aug. 20th, 1910, focal- 
ized this thought, the result of which is the founding of a 
“Brotherhood of Baha,” which its members hope will spread 
both nationally and internationally. It is founded upon the 
Word of God, and its aim is harmony, as servants of the 
Covenant of God, and collective effort for the uplift of man- 
kind. 

Mr. Percy Woodcock and family expect to sail for Egypt, 
January 7th. 

Miss Buckton, our Bahai sister from London, England, will 
present to the public during the present month her Mystery 
Play, “Eager Heart”* which is a symbolic progress of the 
Christ Child every two thousand years. It is dedicated “To 
the Glory of God in the Service of Life.” 

Isabella D. Brittingham. 


♦This play has met with much favor in England. 
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Philadelphia, Pa. — The work in our city is manifesting 
results and. two new homes have been opened in which to 
hold meetings. 

On Dec. ISth we were favored by a visit from Mrs. Marie 
L. Botay of New York City, and on Dec. 22d, Mr Stanwood 
Cobb of Boston gave us a very interesting address. He has 
visited Acca and other parts of the world and had much to 
tell us. 

Miss Edna McKinney, formerly of Chicago, is now in Phil- 
adelphia and expects to make it her home. We are very 
glad to have her with us at our meetings. 

Anyone passing through our city will be welcomed by the 
believers of our Assembly. We have two regular meetings 
every w'eek and commemorate the nineteen-day feast ; also we 
hold a business meeting once a month. 

Jessie E. Bevell . 

Seattle, Wash. — A beautiful meeting was held at the 

home of Mrs. Geary on the 20th. It had been agreed .at the 
Sunday meeting previous to write a holiday letter to the ab- 
sent members of the Assembly, so each one of the believers 
present was assigned the privilege of writing to an absent 
member. These letters were combined into one and read and 
all signed it, making the communication one of unity. This 
was indeed a joyous gathering, and the meeting closed by 
reciting in concert the “first commune.” 

We are endeavoring to organize an Assembly in Tacoma 

where interest is being manifested ; also another Assembly 
in Everett, where one of the friends is building a home. 

Mrs. Laura Luther of Omak, is working very strenuously 
in the Cause there. Mr. Dirk Verloop has undertaken jour- 
neys from town to town in the more isolated districts and is 
delivering the Message to all who will listen. 

Mr. D. D. Babcock is quite isolated in a distant lumber 
camp, but we are sure he is not idle. Mr. Finch, for the 
past month, has been going to Tacoma and returning to Seat- 
tle every day by boat. This gave him an opportunity to give 

the Message, which he availed himself of with great success. 

Everyday he found some one who would listen and several 
evinced evident interest. 

We have distributed about 3,000 “Commands of Abdul- 
Baha,” 200 of my “Notes,” 50 of Mrs. Goodall’s “Notes,” 
and other literature in like measure. We are also contrib- 
uting to an orphan home here, helping the needy, visiting the 
sick and doing whatever our hands find to do for the advance- 
ment of the Great Cause. 

Ida A. Finch. 

Washington, D. C. — The meetings of the Assembly are being 
well attended, and the spirit of Unity is evidenced and power- 
ful. The friends are bending every effort toward adding to the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar fund; the ladies are taking orders for fancy 
work, and report substantial receipts incident to the holiday sea- 
son. Everyone is helping, and in this way, not only is the fund 
growing, but what is more important, the solidarity of the 
Assembly is enhanced. 

Special meetings since the last report have been the Unity 
Feasts of Nov. 23d and Dec. 12th, and the Fete Day of 
Abdul-Baha on Nov. 26th. The Unity Feasts were well at- 
tended, and particularly helpful; that of Dec. 12th was given 
at the Conservatory of Music and attended by the colored 
believers and inquirers, a considerable number of whom evi- 
denced their continued interest by their presence. 

The Fete Day, Saturday, Nov. 26th, was a memorable oc- 
casion. For this meeting the spacious parlors at 1013 L 
Street, where our regular meetings were held prior to the 
removal to the present location, were made available, through 
the courtesy of Miss Stamper and Mrs. Smith. The meet- 
ing was given by the friends now in Washington, who have 
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had the blessed privilege of a visit to the Holy City. The la- 
dies decorated the room most attractively. A long table, ex- 
tending the length of the parlor, provided seats for thirty- 
two, and chairs for at least twice that number were on the 
sides, so that the attendance was well over 100. A garland 
of smilax was suspended over the table, which was further 
decorated with chrysanthemums and other flowers, and with 
candelabra, the lights from which lent a fairylike aspect to 
the scene. Each pilgrim present narrated an experience of 
the visit which had proven particularly impressive ; sev- 
eral of the friends who were not with us, had sent let- 
ters, and these were read. The following were present or 
represented : Mrs. Aseyeh Allen ; Mrs. Louise Dixon Boyle ; 
Mrs. Emily Dixon ; Mrs. Eleanor Dixon Doyle ; Mrs. J. C. 
deLagnel ; Mrs. Joseph H. Hannen ; Miss F. A. Knobloch ; 
Mirza Ali Kuli Khan ; Mirza Ahmad Sohrab ; Mirza Farajullah 
Khan ; Dr. Ameen Ullah Fareed ; Mr. Stanwood Cobb ; Dr. E. 
C. Getsinger ; Mr. Joseph H. Hannen ; Mr. F. J. Phelps, and 
Mr. Charles Mason Remey ; these were the speakers, and 
their experiences brought the audience close indeed to the 
Sacred Presence ! At the close of the meeting, copies of the 
Misses Knobloch’s and Mrs. Finch’s notes were presented 
as a souvenir. 

A valued visitor recently was Mr. Howard Struven, now 
again located in Baltimore, whose narration of experiences in 
his trip around the world with Mr. Remey proved most help- 
ful. 

Mrs. Marie A. Watson is now with us, her address being 
804 B Street, S. W., care Mrs. Allen. Miss M. Althea Dorr 
is also spending the winter season here. 

On Sunday, Dec. 11th, our dear sister. Miss Mayo, passed 
suddenly into the higher life. Bahai services were held on 
Tuesday evening following. Our loving sympathy is extended 
to brother Arthur D. Mayo, whose mother departed this life 
a few months ago. Both were believers, and the joy prom- 
ised to the faithful is theirs. For us is the sorrow of the 
empty chair and the vacant place! 

The practical demonstration of the value of effort toward 
a definite end, afforded by the Mashrak-el-Azkar fund, should 
be an incentive to continued effort everywhere. The most 
conservative estimate places the number of active Bahais in 
this country at over 2,000. If every one were to contribute 
one dollar weekly, we should have two thousand dollars every 
seven days, or more than one hundred thousand dollars in the 
course of a year ! This should be possible as an average. Let 
no one hesitate because of the smallness of individual con- 
tributions. Remembering the great goal, which is nothing 
less than the presence of Abdul-Baha on our shores, let every- 
one strive during the coming year to complete the under- 
taking. This will be a demonstration of Unity which the 
world cannot overlook. 

Joseph H. Hannen. 


CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian by simple 
lessons and phonographic records. Each pupil receives all 
necessary individual help and attention through a system of 
written lessons and criticisms. No Persian written characters 
are used ; the English letters only are employed and pronuncia- 
tions expressed in English characters. Many are taking advan- 
tage of this system, both in Europe and in America. 

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. RAFFIE, S. B., 729 
Livingston Hall, Columbia University, New York City, U. S. A. 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 


NAME FIRST DATS 

.Baha’ (Splendor) Mar. 21 

. Jalal (Glory) Apr. 9 

.Jamal (Beauty) Apr. 28 

.Azamat (Greatness) May 17 

• Nur (Light) June 5 

.Rahmat (Mercy) June 24 

.Kalamat (Words) July 13 

.Isma (Names) Aug. 1 

.Kamal (Perfection) , Aug. 20 

.Izzat (Wealth) Sept. 8 

.Mashiyat (Will)...., Sept. 27 

.Ilm (Science) Oct. 16 

.Qudrat (Power) Not. 4 

.Qaul (Saying).... Nov. 23 

.Masa’il (Questions) Dec. 12 

.Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

.Sultan (Sultan) Jan. 19 

. Malik ( King ) Feb. 7 

Four intercalary days. 

..Ola (Sublimity) Mar. 2 

(Month of fasting.) 


Our Persian section this issue contains a Tablet to 
the Cincinnati (0.) Bahai Assembly revealed, prob- 
ably, in 1 900, and an article on Universal Bahai Unity 
showing the power and influence of the Bahai Cause 
in uniting various nations and religions. This arti- 
cle contains quotations from the Tablets of Baha’o’ 
llah and Abdul-Baha bearing upon this important 
subject and also answers the false statements concern- 
ing this great Cause, made in one of the Persian 
newspapers recently printed in Mashad, Persia. 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 

When the friends gathered again in the fall after 
the usual scattering for the summer months it was 
found the contributions were coming in very slowly 
for the Mashrak-el-Azkar fund. The Executive Board 
of Bahai Temple Unity met early in October and 
sent out a call to the friends through the pages of 
the Bahai News. Statements of the financial condi- 
tion have followed each month and the Financial 
Secretary is glad to be able to report to the friends 
that from Maine to California, and Canada to Flor- 
ida, the friends have arisen to meet the January 
note. It was not until Christmas day, however, when 
a contribution from the Assembly of Seattle, Wash- 
ington, was received and our receipts amounted to 
$788 and our deficit was $742, that the Temple Unity 
found itself delivered from a deficit by one of the 
noblest efforts of united arising we believe history 
has ever known. Since the first general Convention 
in March, 1909, the Executive Board has paid off 
$20,000 on the Mashrak-el-Azkar site, leaving only a 
mortgage of $12,500 — which was already on the land 
when secured and which was extended for two years. 

Abdul-Baha says: “In Eshkabad, the believers of 
God made the erection of the Temple conducive to 
affinity and unity, so that it really became the cause 
of Oneness of the Word. Ye also make the erection 
of the Temple in America conducive to the Unity 
and Oneness of the believers, of the maid-servants 
and servants of the Merciful, so that in one thought, 
one aim they engage themselves in the building of 
the Temple.” 

From the above words it is clear that the great 
Unity being formed by the Mashrak-el-Azkar will be 
the magnet to attract to America a visit from Abdul- 
Baha. Therefore, let us continue to strive and sacri- 
fice for this noble Edifice and prepare it to be dedi- 
cated by his presence. 

The Executive Board extends to all its deepest 
gratitude for their noble support in this critical time. 

Corinne True. 


The price of the Bahai Hymns — a collection of ten songs, 
the words and music by Mrs. Louise R. Waite — has been re- 
duced from twenty cents to ten cents per copy. The proceeds 
from the sale of these books are devoted to the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar fund. Orders should be sent to the composer, 5217 
Winthrop Avenue, or to the Bahai Publishing Society. P. O. Box 283, 
Chicago, 111. 
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MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OB" BAHAI 
TEMPLE UNITY. 

Mr. Mountfort Mills, President, 327 West End Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, Vice-President, 543 Mitchell Ave., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary, R. F. D. 35, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Corinne True, Financial Secretary, 5338 Kenmore Ave., 
Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Arthur S. Agnew, Treasurer, 2406 Smalley Court, Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Mr. Albert H. Hall, Legal Adviser, 723-726 New York Life 
Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. William H. Hoar, ITanwood, N. J. 

Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 8th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Mr. R.oy C. Wilhelm, 104 Wall St., New York, N. Y. 

Trustees — Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. 
Arthur S. Agnew. 

Architecture and Building Committee — Mr. Albert H. Hall, Mr. 
Mountford Mills. 

Ways and Means Committee — Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, Chairman : 
Mr. Albert H. Hall, Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, Mr. William 
H. Hoar, Mr. Joseph H. Hannen. 

Honorary Members — Mr3. Helen S. Goodall, 1317 Jackson St., 
Oakland, Cal. ; Mr. Charles Mason Remey, 1527 New Hamp- 
shire Ave., Washington, D. C. 


LETTER FROM TEHERAN, PERSIA. 

TO THE SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF FRUITPORT, MICH. 

O kind friends- — -May our souls be a sacrifice to you! 

Your dear letter of June 28th, 1910, received, and its 

reading gave us a world of happiness. As you had written in 
the Persian language our correspondence became very much 
wider, and now at the top of our voices we address you 

and say: “May all your hours be full of joy, because you 

made us joyful !” 

If you desire to inquire about our Assembly in this coun- 
try : Everything is very good through the Divine blessing. 
In these days many of the respected and important souls 
have realized the value of the physical and spiritual phases 
of this blessed Cause and have accepted the same. 

Our Assembly, which is called “Mahfali-Murattab,” is com- 
posed of nineteen members. Its program is derived from 

the order of the Blessed Perfection (Exalted is His Great 
Glory!) and Abdul-Baha (may the soul of existence be a sac- 
rifice to him ! ) . We meet once a week ; we open our meet- 
ing first by reading the Tablet which was revealed for us 
last year and which contains supplications for confirmations 

from the Divine Threshold to our Assembly. After the read- 
ing of the Tablet, we begin our discussion and consultation. 

We correspond with most of the centers in Persia and with 
the important cities of Europe and with some cities in Amer- 
ica. In this manner we get our information about the prog- 
ress of the Cause, and then spread it to other parts. One 
of the recent events which we think is important enough to 
mention to you is this : About three months ago two of the 
firm and steadfast believers, Aga Seyed Abdul Hussein Ar- 
destani and Aga Muza Assadollah Fazil Mazandarani, had per- 
mission from Abdul-Baha to go to Nadjief (a sacred spot 
near Bagdad) and teach in the Cause of God. It happened 
that these two friends arrived in that place at the time when 
the chief Mohammedan priest was shot by an unknown hand. 
But through the power of Gcd, which overcame this action, 
they were set free and have returned to this city and all the 
friends were glad to see them. 

The Members of Mahfali-Murratab of Teheran , Persia. 
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TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF GOD AND THE MAID-SERVANTS OF 
THE MERCIFUL IN NEW YORK CITY. 

Upon them be Baha-el-ABHA ! 
he is god! 

0 ye real friends and beloved maid-servants of God! 

Your letter, through the maid-servant of God, Dr. 
Clock, was received and perused. Its contents im- 
parted the utmost joy and happiness, for it indi- 
cated your advancement to the Kingdom of God, at- 
traction with the love of God and supplication and 
prayer in the Threshold of God. 

The friends and maid-servants of the Merciful 
must render service to the oneness of the human 
world and show love and affinity to all the children 
of men. They must deal with the utmost devotion, 
good-will, love and kindness with all the communi- 
ties, religions and sects. Their aim and their work 
must be that the tree of their existence produce good 
fruits — and no fruit is greater than love and kind- 
ness toward all humanity. His Highness Baiia’o’llah 
addressing the world, says: “Ye are all the leaves 
of one tree and the fruits of one branch.” There- 
fore, the law of relationship, brotherhood, kinship, 
fatherhood and motherhood is established and proven 
among all the families of the human race. Endeavor 
ye with all your hearts and souls so that ye may live 
and act in accord with these teachings of His High- 
ness Baha’o’llaii ; to become an asylum to every op- 
pressed one; to assist and uplift every vanquished 
one; to be a skilled physician to every sick one; to 
bestow a swift healing antidote to every wounded 
one; to inspire with confidence every fearful one; 
to grant tranquillity and composure to every agitated 
one; to gladden the heart of every depressed one; 
to become a salubrious water to every thirsty one; 
heavenly food to every hungry one; to become the 
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cause of glory to every fallen one and be charitable 
to all the poor ones. 

Beware! Beware! lest ye offend any heart! 

Beware! Beware! lest ye hurt any soul! 

Beware! Beware! lest ye deal unkindly toward any 
person ! 

Beware! Beware! lest ye be the cause of hopeless- 
ness to any creature! 

Should any soul become the cause of grief to any 
heart or despondency to any soul, it is better for him 
to hide himself in the lowest strata of the earth than 
to walk upon the earth. Should any soul desire the 
abasement of his kind, undoubtedly his non-entity 
is better for him, for his non-existence is better than 
his existence and his death better than his life. 

Therefore, my advice to you is, endeavor as much 
as ye can to show kindness toward all men, deal with 
perfect love, affection and devotion with all the in- 
dividuals of humanity. Remove from amongst your- 
selves racial, patriotic, religious, sectional, political, 
commercial, industrial and agricultural prejudices, 
so that you may become freed from all human restric- 
tions and become the founders of the structures of the 
oneness of the world of humanity. All the countries 
are one country; all the nations are the children of 
one Father. The struggle for existence among the 
ferocious wolves has become the cause of all these 
differences and strifes; otherwise the expanse of the 
Avorld is spacious and the table of the Bounties of 
the Almighty is spread in all the regions. 

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA! 

(Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Nov. 11, 1910. 

TO DR. FAREBD. 

Upon him be Baha-el-ABHA! 
he is god! 

0 thou servant of the Blessed Perfection! 

Your epistle dated October 30th reached me at 
Ramleh. * * * Regarding my coming to Amer- 

ica and the assignment and preparation of homes or 
of places for me, I wrote a letter not long since 
through you to the maid-servant of God Lua (Get- 
singer) wherein I mentioned that abiding places in 
the hearts are needed; that is, the beloved in America 
must become united and assembled in love so that it 
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may prove a magnet to attract Abdul-Baha. Thus 
will I journey to America with perfect love and zeal. 
When a fragrant breeze reaches my nostrils I will 
certainly come. 

Convey my longing greetings to Mr. Kinney. Con- 
vey the utmost love to Mr. Lennon. 

I am hopeful through the bounty of God that the 
assemblies which were visited by you in the company 
of Lua will flourish and grow in the spread of the 
glad-tidings. 

Regarding the beloved and the maid-servants of 
the Merciful in New York, and their securing a home 
in My Name wherein they gather together — in real- 
ity I am present among them in life and heart 
though absent in body. * * * 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

TO HIS HONOR, MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB. 

Upon him be BahaVllah-E1-Abha ! 

HE IS GOD! 

0 thou real beloved! 

The letter which thou hast written in regard to 
the happiness and joy, beatitude and rejoicing of the 
American believers concerning the trip of Abdul- 
Baha to the country of Joseph of Canaan, and like- 
wise their expectation of my going to America was 
perused. However, the latter event is depended upon 
several conditions which are already explained in a 
former Tablet. The attractive power is necessary. 

We must all with the utmost joy and cheerfulness 
sacrifice our lives for the Truth! Consider how I 
have left aside a thousand works and with the great- 
est attraction am writing to thee with my own hand; 
so that in every moment thou mayst raise a wave 
and in devotion in the Love of God and the spending 
of thy life in the Cause, thou mayst make every 
possible effort. 

I have written a Tablet with my own hand for the 
Star of the West. Print it in its pages.* 

Upon thee be Baha! 

(Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, December 24, 1910. 

*See Tablet on editorial page. 
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ABDUL-BAHA IN EGYPT. 

Fourth of a series of special news items pertaining to the so- 
journ of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. 

A CALL TO THE AMERICAN BAHAIS. 

FEOM MOHAMMED YAZDI. 

Praise be to God! that Abdul-Baha has left the 
gloomy city of imprisonment for the freedom of the 
world. His only aim is to teach and raise the Stand- 
ard of the Cause. When he was under the surveil- 
lance of the authorities in Acca and confined to a 
limited prison life, he created the spirit of happiness 
and joy in every heart, and never complained, neither 
did he show distress or sadness on account of that 
imprisonment. When freedom was proclaimed in 
Turkey, a constitution declared, the prisoners set 
free, and a new era of brotherhood and good fellow- 
ship ushered in among the various sects, Abdul- 
Baha, while happy for the freedom of the people, 
longed for his own imprisonment. His opinion was 
that under all circumstances he ought to serve the 
world of humanity, and while living in Acca he 
served it effectively, even though a prisoner ; but 
being freed, nothing was left for him to do in Acca, 
and, like a bird released from its cage, he soared to 
other climes and countries. 

Abdul-Baha in all his divine characteristics, is 
intensely human and keenly alive to the joys and 
sorrows of existence. There is no one who feels 
more acutely the sufferings of humanity than he 
and no one loves his fellow-men more than he. Here, 
in Alexandria, he lives exactly like other men; he 
goes into the stores, into the mosques, into the 
churches, into the schools and into the prisons. He 
converses just as kindly and amiably with the hum- 
blest man in the street as with the highest in the 
land. His matchless and magnetic kindness attracts 
all, whether ignorant or wise, rich or poor; he is 
no respecter of persons and in some instances, after 
a half-hour’s conversation, his bitterest enemy has 
become his staunchest friend. 

His coming into Egypt has added great enthusi- 
asm and zeal to the hearts of the friends. He has 
uplifted them from a state of comparative oblivion 
to a world-wide celebrity. He is no more a possible 
myth or a fable; he is there, standing “powerful, 
mighty and supreme ! ” The sun of his presence 
radiates the light of love and compassion; people 
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see him, feel the wonderful influence of his presence, 
talk with him, walk witn him as did the men of 
old walking with Jesus of Nazareth along the shores 
of Galilee. They can no longer doubt him and his 
Teachings. 

When he first arrived in Egypt, a great cry and 
clamor was raised by the representatives of the 
people (the newspapers). All were expressing opin- 
ions of Abdul-Baha. No one could form a just 
and impartial view of him. Facts were exaggerated 
and misrepresentations abounded in every paper. 
One writer expressed the opinion that Abdul-Baha 
hates all religions, that his followers throughout the 
world are very few, and that his Teachings are de- 
structive to the well-being and prosperity of human 
society. 

Such were the conditions when Abdul-Baha with 
his might and his glory, his meekness and humility, 
entered the land of Pharaoh. But lo! after a short 
time the clouds of misrepresentation were dispelled 
and the light of reality shone forth with great splen- 
dor. So much so, that at present there is not one 
dissenting voice in the land of Egypt about the great- 
ness of Abdul-Baha. Moggatam, one of the most in- 
fluential Arabic newspapers, in a long article of 
November 28, 1910, comes out valiantly and defends 
in most eloquent terms the Teachings of Abdul-Baha. 
Not being satisfied with this, the editor quotes from 
the Book of Akdas wherein Baha’o’llah commands 
all despotic rulers to lay aside their absolutism and 
accept the constitution and establish in their king- 
doms the Houses of Justice. He even upbraids in 
the strongest terms the other newspaper writers, call- 
ing attention to the responsibilities and duties of 
their positions — that is, to mirror forth facts and 
realities and not falsehoods and accusations. He 
says that every writer has been reveling in a riot- 
ous feast of exaggeration and derision; that they 
have gone beyond the limit of politeness and cour- 
tesy, which attributes differentiate man from beast. 
Now, if we compare such articles with what first 
appeared concerning Abdul-Baha, we will find them 
as different as day from night. 

Some people have expressed anxieties and fears 
because of Abdul-Baha’s possible visit to America; 
they think that the newspapers will write sensa- 
tional articles and ridicule the Cause. Such people 
are very short-sighted. They have not realized deep- 
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Iv, nor superficially, the force of Abdul-Baha’s pres- 
ence. Neither have they dreamed of the magnetic 
influence of his Highness (rather his Kindness, 
ah, me ! ) . He is a man whose very appearance will 
solve all the perplexed anxieties of the visionaries 
of disaster. We as Bahais have nothing to be afraid 
of. We are the spiritual physicians of the world; 
we are the torch-bearers of the ideal civilization; 
we are the teachers of the Kingdom of Abha. 
Should we be afraid to receive the One who is the 
source of all our inspiration and all our light? 
America must raise a gladsome voice of spiritual 
beatitude, spread a heavenly banquet and be pre- 
pared, for “he shall come as a thief in the night.” 
Future historians will record the coming of Abdul- 
Baha to America as a great and momentous event. 
Broaden your vision and look into the future, when 
the nations of America shall celebrate, from one end 
of the continent to the other, the anniversary of the 
day when Abdul-Baha set foot upon “the land of the 
brave and the free!” Future generations will sing 
in anthems and songs the resplendent glory of such 
a day. Children will be taught to respect and love 
that day. America is on the threshold of a great 
spiritual awakening, and it must arise to fulfil the 
responsibilities of such a wunderful and glowing 
promise. Abdul-Baha has written to you in sev- 
eral Tablets that he will come as soon as the 
friends in that country are united as bands of 
steel or a golden chain of life. Now it depends 
upon you. You must show to the world that you 
are united, that you are worthy to receive him 
in your midst. Let not this opportunity slip from 
your grasp. Arise, work, band together, remove 
the difficulties from his path. This day is not 
for fretting and discontentment, nor imagining the 
possibility of ridicule by the masses. Have you not 
faith in him? Has he not grappled with and solved 
the greatest problems for the past sixty years? Has 
he not conversed with the wisest men of the age? 
Again we say, prepare the way for his coming! Let 
not your minds be troubled with outside questions. 
He is able to change the ridicule into praise, the 
enmity into friendship and the derision into exalta- 
tion. When he arrived in Alexandria we were not 
prepared to receive him. There is no need of pre- 
paring houses and establishments for his reception; 
the probability is that he will take a place for him- 
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self when he arrives. The first thing that he did 
when he arrived in Alexandria was to take a house, 
and all the friends from far and near flocked around 
him. He does not want your houses and palaces, 
but your hearts. Prepare your hearts, purify your 
hearts, cleanse your hearts, that he may find a place 
therein ! 

The life of Abdul-Baha is simple; his attitude is 
humble; his needs are very few. You think that if 
he should come to America you must have a house 
prepared and surround him with luxuries of modern 
civilization. Far from it! With love, unity and 
harmony, shining like stars of heaven in your midst, 
a little cottage is greater than the imperial palace 
of the kings. All through his life his sole purpose 
and aim has been to spread the fragrances of God, 
to serve the Kingdom of Abha, and to sacrifice him- 
self for the good of the world. He has done all 
tnese; nay, rather, his services to man cannot be 
measured by any criterion. His life, like unto a 
tempestuous sea, is ever in motion, casting pearls 
of significance and truth upon its shore. Humanity 
owes to him a debt that can never be paid with 
money or gratitude. Notwithstanding all he has 
done for the world, hearken to what he says in a 
recent Tablet: 

“The invisible hand has opened the doors, and wis- 
dom requires that Abdul-Baha hasten to the country 
of Egypt ; for he is infinitely ashamed and chagrined 
that he has not. yet been assisted in servitude. Per- 
chance, through traveling in this land, he may be 
assisted in the future to some small service. Note 
toe are living in the country of Canaan and are sup- 
plicating day and night at the Threshold of Merci- 
fulness and beg confirmation and assistance for the 
friends of God, so that all of us may participate 
and become partners in the servitude of the Holy 
Threshold and be aided in accomplishing one serv- 
ice.” {Signed) Mohammed Yazdi. 

FROM MR. SYDNEY SPRAGUE. 

At present, I am in Alexandria with Abdul-Baha, 
who has given me many supplications from America 
to translate ; also Mrs. Ford’s new book, “The Ori- 
ental Rose,” which I am translating with Mirza 
Mahmud of India. The book is finely written and 
ought to be of great help in attracting people to the 
Cause. I notice Mrs. Ford gives the number of ori- 
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ental Bahais as twelve millions. A movement which 
is growing every day cannot have statistics. No one 
knows how many there are, and to make a state- 
ment that there are many millions only opens us to 
criticism. If we are asked the number of Bahais in 
the world, is it not better to reply that it is impos- 
sible to know, and that we care much more about 
the quality of the believers than the quantity? This 
is the policy of Abdul-Baha, as the following incident 
will show: 

Two nights ago, an American journalist, Mr. Wil- 
liam Ellis, representing The Continent, came especial- 
ly to Alexandria to interview Abdul-Baha. It was 
my privilege to be the translator on this occasion. 
One of the first questions Mr. Ellis asked was : 
“How many followers have you?” The answer was: 
“We have no statistics and we do not consider these 
things important. It is the quality of the believers 
we care for. If a few are characterized with the 
attributes of God and live according to the divine 
Teachings, it is praiseworthy. Five diamonds are 
worth more than five million stones.” Again the 
journalist asked: “Have you not many followers in 
America?” “I have a few friends in different cities 
who love me,” was the reply. “Is it not true that 
h alf of Persia is Bahai?” persisted the journalist. 
“No ; it is not,” replied Abdul-Baha, “but many 
there who are not Bahais, are influenced by our 
Teachings.” “Are there not many followers in the 
Turkish Empire ?” “No,” and again Abdul-Baha 

reiterated the non-importance of numbers. The jour- 
nalist seemed very much taken aback. He evidently 
expected Abdul-Baha to boast of a large following. 
Wnat an example Abdul-Baha has set us! 

Then Mr. Ellis asked briefly : “What are the Teach- 
ings of the Bahai Revelation and in what does it 
differ from other religions?” Abdul-Baha replied: 
“'While all the other religions are hating and de- 
nouncing each other, the Bahais are the friends of 
all religions and the lovers of all peoples, and their 
aim is to unite and harmonize all.” There were many 
other questions which drew forth wonderful, illum- 
inating explanations from Abdul-Baha. I have not 
the time to write them now, but be on the lookout 
for an account of this interview in The Continent. 
Mr. Ellis is on his way to Persia to write articles 
about that country, so he may w T rite of the Cause 
there. 
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There are two interesting English persons here, a 
Mr. and Mrs. Atwood, at one time prominent spirit- 
ualists in London. As Mr. Atwood is slightly par- 
alized, Abdul-Baha went to see them, much to their 
great joy. They are now eager to serve the Cause. 

There are pilgrims here from Persia, Russia, India 
and England, and every night we meet in Abdul- 
Baha’s house and our cups are filled to overflowing. 
His health is good. When Mr. Ellis asked him if 
he was benefited by the change of air, he replied: 
“Certainly, one who has been a prisoner for forty 
years must be benefited to breathe another air.” I 
thought to myself, can we Bahais realize what those 
forty years mean? The Christians think so much 
of the forty days Jesus fasted in the wilderness and 
observe a penitential season to commemorate this ; 
but forty years — for every day a year! 

( Signed ) Sydney Sprague. 


NEWS EROM THE ORIENT. 


BURMA. 

Rangoon. — We are pleased to acknowledge with thanks the 
receipt of copies of the booklet in Persian pertaining to the 
second convention of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, and 
we wish to express our deep sense of appreciation of the 
valuable service rendered to the Cause. The long list of cit- 
ies where these booklets have been sent show conclusively the 
wide range of this noble work in the Vineyard of Abha. We 
also tender our sincerest thanks for sending us regularly the 
Bahai News of all issues up to this date. 

The English language is understood more universally by the 
Indian public than any particular Indian dialect, which is 
spoken only by the people residing within a certain local area. 
Hence, having regard to the countless dialects, the importance 
of delivering the Message in English is quite manifest. We 
trust this will explain the necessity of American or English- 
speaking teachers in India and Burma. A Tablet to this effect 
published in No. 11 issue of the Bahai News has been read 
by us with great delight and we earnestly hope our Western 
Bahai brothers will respond to the call of the hour and ere 
long take some practical measures in this direction. 

The Cause here is growing day by day. Janabe Syed Mustafa 
Roumie has very successfully sown seeds in Upper Burma, which 
we hope will fructify before long. The school at Deadnow looks 
very promising, and if it can be brought under the excellent 
arrangements of the Persian-American Educational Society, many 
happy results will undoubtedly ensue and the boys and girls, 
when properly trained, will not only prove themselves highly 
useful members of the Bahai society, but also become good 
citizens, and thus the Movement will be looked upon with favor 
by the Government. The number of students is swelling re- 
markably, and we are thinking of rebuilding the school prem- 
ises, covering a larger area. The sight of the boys and girls, 
their Bahai greetings, and the earnestness with which they 
take interest in the Cause, is very impressive. The school, as 
it is situated close to the Mashrak-el-Azkar of Ivunjangon, has 
proved a great attraction to many. 
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EGYPT. 

Poet Said. — Many pilgrims from different parts of the 
world are arriving and leaving here for Alexandria to meet 
Abdul-Baha. 

Letters received here from various parts give glowing descrip- 
tions of the progress and advancement of the Cause everywhere. 

We have received the sad news of the death of Mohammed 
Mostafa Bagdadi, who lived for many years in Beirut, Syria. 
He was one of the earliest followers of the Bab and Baha- 
’o’llah. His countless services in many ways would fill 



MOHAMMED MOSTAFA BAGDADI. 

many pages. Throughout his life he was firm and full of 
zeal. His house was at the disposal of all pilgrims and his 
services to them were invaluable. Many of the American 
friends, passing through Beirut to visit Abdul-Baha in Acca 
and Haifa, bear testimony to the nobility of his spirit and the 
strength of his character. 

In him the Cause has lost a great and useful servant. All 
loved and revered him and looked up to him as one of the 
spiritual souls of the earlier days. His winsome manner and 
gentleness of heart attracted all those who came in contact 
with him and carried away the sweet fragrance of his life. 

He has left three sons, Hussein Ikbal, Ali Ihsan and Zia 
Bagdadi, who have studied modern sciences and are active 
servants in the Cause. Zia Bagdadi, who is loved and re- 
spected by all the friends for his earnestness and enthusiasm, 
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is at present studying medicine in Chicago. We believe his stay 
in America will be to the advancement of the Cause and pray 
that he may become a shining star in the Kingdom of Abha. 

INDIA. 

Bombay. — Mr. V. R. Sindhe, B. A., the secretary of the 
Pearthana Samaj of this city, delivered a lecture recently on 
Bahaism, in Marathi, on the anniversary of the Pearthana 
Samaj. He gave the history of the Cause beginning with the 
Bab and ending with Abdul-Baha. He spoke very favorably 
and very justly. The lecture appeared in one of the Marathi 
newspapers in full. The Society is now contemplating print- 
ing copies of it for free distribution. This, we believe, from 
a non-Bahai will help the Cause and attract many souls. 

We are glad to be in touch with the Western Bahais through 
the medium of the Star of the West. There is no doubt that 
it will make great progress in the future, for its aim is pure 
and unselfish, and its only desire is to serve the Bahais in all 
parts of the world. 

JAPAN. 

Tokyo. — Congratulations to the Star of the West for the 
great service it is rendering to the Bahai Cause. The Islamic 
Fraternity wishes to thank its contemporary for its encourag- 
ing words. 

The presence of Mr. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. Howard 
C. Struven in this part of the world has been a great help. 
Many people became interested in the Bahai Revelation through 
Mr. Remey’s public lecture. 

PERSIA. 

Bandab Abbas. — A copy of the report of the second conven- 
tion of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America was sent to us by 
Seyad Assadollah Gomi. We read it in our Assembly and be- 
came very happy, because of this great service rendered by 
those American friends. At the conclusion of this report we 
noted that a magazine is to be started in America by the Ba- 
hais. We desire very much to subscribe for it and hope a few 
copies will be sent to us every month. 

Esphanan. — Mirza Anayetollah Sohrab has left this city 
for Abade to organize the school for children. Being a grad- 
uate from the American College in Teheran, it is hoped that 
he will organize the school along modern lines and much good 
may be the outcome. 

We have just heard that two of our American sisters have 
arrived at Teheran. We hope that through their endeavor 
and service the problem of women’s education will find new 
inspiration in Persia. 

We wish to install a telephone system in this city and any 
practical information pertaining thereto will be appreciated. 

Gom. — 'During the past week the affairs in this city have 
been very chaotic. Several times a mob has tried to pillage 
the houses of the Bahais and to kill them. We have petitioned 
the governor to stop these persecutions, but nothing has as 
yet been forthcoming. They say that because the Bahais live 
in this city all blessings and prosperity have departed from 
them and they clamor for us to leave, threatening us severe 
persecution if we do not do so. It is three days since we 
have been closely confined in our houses and all doors of de- 
liverance are apparently closed. Because of these awful anx- 
ieties two of the Bahai children have died and three are very 
ill. Three times they have surrounded the houses and have 
tried to destroy our lives and property, but the police have 
prevented them. We pray that God in His Bounty and Mercy 
may waft the breezes of justice from the direction of the 
Kingdom of Abha, and uplift the people of Persia with the 
spirit of love and union. 

Mashad. — The booklet containing the news of the second 
annual convention for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, was 
received and read in our different Assemblies, and it created 
great joy and happiness. 

Continued on Page 15 
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Beginning with issue No. 1, Volume II, both the 
English and Persian sections of the Bahai News 
will bear the title: 

Star of the West. 

This we believe to be the wish of Abdul-Baha, who 
has revealed the following Tablet for this publication : 

Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha to the Star of the 
West . The original, which is reproduced herewith, 
is in his own handwriting: 

he is god! 

O thou Star of the West! 

Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldst thou 
continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long thou 
shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread 
in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper 
of the Bahais which is organized in the country of 
America. Although for the present thy subscribers 
are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, 
yet shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the ob- 
ject of the attention of the friends and the center 
of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are 
firm in the Covenant, in the future thy subscribers 
will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves 
of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy arena will 
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become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame 
will he raised and become world-wide — and at last 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of 
humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness, 
firmness, firmness! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Dec. 24, 1910. 



REPRODUCTION OF ORIGINAL TABLET TO THE “STAR OF THE WEST.” 

The function of a “Star” is to shine. Should the 
friends throughout the world comply with what is 
outlined in the foregoing Tablet and concentrate 
their wealth of heart, mind and goods upon it for one 
brief moment, its “rays” would become so intense 
that it could penetrate and become effective in all 
regions. 

The appearance of this “Star” upon the horizon of 
the Cause is deeply significant at this time of the 
sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. God willing, it 
shall lead many searching and expectant souls to 
Him ! 


The news of disturbed conditions in some of the 
cities of Persia, especially Mashad, will be received 
with regret by all the friends in the East and West. 
On behalf of all, we extend to our persecuted spirit- 
ual brothers and sisters, heartfelt love and sympathy. 
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and pray that these awful tests and ordeals will soon 
cease forever. 

It is a cause of astonishment tnat there are still to 
be found those who could be incited by such a false 
and unfounded pretext that the Bahais are against 
the parliament, when it is so generally known that 
the Bahai Revelation is on the side of lawful govern- 
ment and has proclaimed these principles in its 
Books and Tablets for the past fifty years. 

As to the misrepresentation that the Bahai News 
contained articles against the constitution and gov- 
ernment: From the very first number, articles have 
appeared in the Persian section, devoted to the eluci- 
dation of the principles of the Bahai Revelation. 
Had the Mohammedan clergy, who confiscated our 
paper, read these articles they would know that 
everything expressed therein is in accord with the 
purest and noblest teaching of Mohammed, for we 
frequently quoted from his writings and traditions 
to demonstrate our point. 

Permit us to ask a few questions of the clergy: 
Did Mohammed encourage ignorance? Did he teach 
men to kill their brothers? Did he instruct anyone 
to lay waste the homes of his countrymen? Are not 
these Bahais your brothers ? Are they not your 
flesh and blood? Should not brothers live together 
in peace and harmony, and save the country from 
disunion and disruption? Even we in the West, who 
have come to believe in the Prophethood of Moham- 
med through the Teachings of Baha’o’llah, are per- 
plexed at such an interpretation of the teachings of 
the Prophet, and believe that were the spiritual in- 
sight opened you would behold Mohammed weeping 
at such injustice done in his name! What has caused 
the friends in the West to become the lovers of 
Persia? Is it not the Teachings of BahaVhlah ? 
Could the Mohammedan clergy bring about this 
union? Only the Power of God can thus transform 
the hearts! And if it be the Power of God behind 
this Movement, nothing can prevent it from accom- 
plishing its purpose, which is “the good of the world 
and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 
become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the 
bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men 
be strengthened; that diversity of religion cease and 
difference of race be annulled, and the Most Great 
Peace come!” 
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In the light of these Words of Baha’o’llah just 
quoted, it is evident that the Bahai News, which is 
the proclaimer of His Teachings, has as its motive 
the desire to serve and assist all nations and peoples 
in attaining this ultimate goal of the “Most Great 
Peace” — especially Persia, the dawning-place of the 
Light in this Great Day of God. 


NEWS FROM THE ORIENT. 

Continued from page II 

Eight copies of the same booklet were confiscated by the 
postal authorities and delivered to the head of the Mohamme- 
dan clergy ; also, the Bahai News was taken to the acting 
governor. The clergy raised a great cry, saying that they 
contained articles against the constitution of the government 
and demanded that all Bahais should be expelled from the 
province ; but the acting governor declined, saying, that if 
such a course were to be taken, thousands of persons would 
suffer from the consequences. 

We have written a petition to the governor stating that if 
it is his desire that we leave Persia for foreign countries we 
will do it, but if he wishes us to remain in our native coun- 
try, he should prevent these persecutions and put an end to 
such deplorable conditions of one day killing this one, another 
day expelling that one, another day pillaging the property of 
the Bahais, and then endeavoring to exonerate the perpetrators 
of such deeds ; that these actions are against law and in con- 
tradiction to the fundamental principles of the constitution. 

The head of the clergy has issued an edict, ordering that 
everything coming from America should not be delivered, and 
according to a report from Subsabzavar, the Bahai News No. 
11 is confiscated. The conditions are so bad that we have 
ceased to hold meetings except the spiritual meeting and one 
for teaching. These difficulties, however, have increased the 
fire of enthusiasm and added to the zeal of the friends. 

A certain man, who has instituted a small rebellion against 
the government and gathered around him a number of men, 
went, last week, to Faran, killed a policeman and sent a mes- 
sage to one of the prominent Bahais asking him to give him a 
thousand dollars or he would take his head and that of his 
son and send it to his chief as a gift. After much parleying, 
he agreed to accept four hundred dollars and spare the heads, 
but with the understanding that he extort fifty dollars from 
every Bahai. Such are the awful persecutions we are under- 
going. They consider the killing of Bahais as the greatest 
worship of God, to pillage their property as lawful and to per- 
secute them as just. 

Regarding our schools, the following incident will illustrate 
the situation : We have lately heard that the Mohammedan 
clergy of this province are discussing the question of with- 
holding books of geography from the children, claiming they 
will become too familiar with the existing conditions in other 
parts of the world, and this is harmful to Islam.. There is, 
therefore, no modern school for boys, much less for girls. 

Najaf Abad. — This is a town of twenty thousand inhabi- 
tants, situated about twenty miles from Esphahan. For years 
we have been a growing Bahai centre. Janabe Zain, the fa- 
mous Bahai penman and disciple of Baha’o'llah, who de- 
parted this life a few years ago and whose sons are the sec- 
retaries of Abdul-Baha, was a native of this town. Recently 
we received a copy of the Bahai News,, which created great 
activity and happiness among us. In order to be in touch 
with the news of the Cause, our Assembly has appointed 
Mirza Abdul Vahlab as correspondent, that we may write you 
every nineteen days. He has agreed to go to Esphahan every 
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month to receive the Bahai News and bring it to ns. During 
the past few months, two of the believers visited Abdul-Baha. 

Semnah. — It was with great astonishment and happiness 
that we received copies of the Star of the West. We have 
wept tears of happiness for this great bounty and offer a 
hundred thousand thanks to God that the sun of prosperity 
from the Bast has appeared from the West, and that it has 
become the dawning-place of the diffusion of the commands of 
God. We hope that through the endeavor of the American 
brothers and sisters, the spirit of love and unity may be 
breathed into the body of the world, and the hosts of ignor- 
ance, blindness, pride and selfishness be discomforted. The 

signs of this hitherto unheard of victory are manifest, in that 
His verses are spread throughout the world to such an extent, 
that this means of communication became opened between the 
American cities and one of the smallest villages of Khorassan. 

Shieaz. — Two hundred copies of the booklets concerning 
the second convention for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, were 
recently received and widely distributed throughout the sur- 
rounding villages. The Star of the West has been regularly 

received and some of the friends have subscribed for it. 

There is great internal confusion and trouble. The Jewish 
quarters have already been pillaged and many killed — their 

loss reaching one million and a half dollars. After the per- 
secution of the Jews the enemies started to molest the Bahais. 
We have various committees but these troubles have affectd 
the workings of these committees. Three nights ago a thief 
entered the house of Gholam Hossein Mirza and stole eighty 
dollars. 

Lately, we have heard from Neiriz, a quarter of whose in- 
habitants are Bahais, that an enemy has sent a man to gather 
revenues, without any reason. This man has hounded and 
taxed the Bahais there to such a degree that the majority of 
them have been forced to leave the city and roam in the 
desert. Worse than that, the desert held no peace and se- 
curity for them, for as soon as they emerged into the open 
they were pillaged by bandits. This man killed and destroyed 
many Bahais last year; but this year when they fled Into the 
mountains they were followed by the enemies, apprehended and 
brought back to the city. Being ordered to cut them to pieces, 
they found green grass in their stomachs. Thus, for days, 
having eaten nothing but grass, they became easy prey for 
these ruthless fiends. These are the conditions which many of 
the Bahais are enduring in various cities in this district. 

Were we to write about the troubles and the vicissitudes of 
the friends in the villages and towns every heart would weep 
tears of sorrow and sadness. The pen and tongue are power- 
less to express the awful suffering your spiritual brothers and 
sisters must pass through. It is impossible for you who live 
in a country of freedom and comfort, to conceive, even faintly, 
how the believers bravely bear these hardships and trials. To 
an outsider these conditions are worse than Dante’s “Inferno,” 
but to the spiritual soul, endowed with spiritual insight, it is 
the bliss of Paradise. 

Tabriz. — We have just heard that Abdul-Baha has approved 
the publication of the Star of the West. Many believers were 
anxiously expecting to hear this news and they are delighted 
that such an organ has been started in the West. 

The booklet concerning the second Mashrak-el-Azkar con- 
vention was received and circulated throughout all parts of 
Azarbayajan. Its glowing contents and eloquent expressions 
have stimulated us to greater activity and service. We pray 
that the foundation of the Mashrak-el-Azkar of Chicago will 
soon be laid, thereby making the heart of Abdul-Baha glad. 

There are two commercial possibilities here. One is the 
desire for all kinds of photographic appliances, kodaks, films, 
etc. ; the other is the need for looms and machinery for weav- 
ing cotton and silk. We hope that through the medium of the 
Star of the West the commercial relations of the East and 
West will be brought nearer together. 
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Teheran. — The Orient-Occident Unity* committee are hold- 
ing business sessions every week and practical results have 
been accomplished. We have had to remove the school of 
Tarbiat to larger and more commodious quarters, and have 
made a few changes and improvements in our methods of 
teaching. The department for girls will soon be opened. At 
a feast, recently held in the school, all the students were 
treated with a bag of candies — a present from one of the 
American friends. 

According to news received from Egypt, Mr. Sydney Sprague 
will not return and we desire another American teacher. We 
are sad indeed to lose our dear brother, for his services to 
this school have been invaluable. It is essential for the prog- 
ress of the school and the advancement of the Orient-Occident 
Unity to have an American representative here. 

The library of the school is well organized, the books re- 
ceived from America are catalogued and anyone who so desires, 
may read them at the library or take them home for a few days. 
We need a series of primers and a few books of geography 
containing maps and descriptions of all countries of the world. 

The girls school of Saar Gabri Aga is progressing finely. 
Through the kindness of an American friend a new sewing 
machine has been donated which will be used to teach the 
girls in sewing. This school is also looking forward to the 
coming of a woman teacher from America. 

A committee has been organized in this city to take up com- 
mercial matters between Persia and other countries and to 
endeavor to bring about a greater economic and commercial 
interchange. This organization has written to Washington, 
D. C., to learn the plans and aims of the commercial depart- 
ment of the Orient-Occident Unity. 

Mirza Habibollah has just arrived from Alexandria. 

RUSSIA. 

Bakou. — The news of the troubles in Mashad has just reached 
us and they have asked us to communicate with the Star of the 
West so that it may take the necessary steps for the moral 
defense of our spiritual brothers and sisters. They look upon 
it as their defender and expect it will arise to assist at this 
crucial moment. There is great need of reforms in Persia, not 
only in the various governmental departments, but a higher 
reform is needed, which is the changing of brutal souls into 
human spirits, dogmatism into tolerance, religious formality into 
holiness, and enmity into love. 

A drama of the history of the Bab and Baha'o’llah has 
been composed by an eminent lady writer and dramatist. This 
book has created great interest among Russian poets and au- 
thors, and many people have been awakened by the call of this 
Great Revelation. After its publication several misrepresenta- 
tions were found therein which Abdul-Baha requested her to 
correct. Having done so. she received permission to go to 
Alexandria to visit him. On November 20th she gave a public 
lecture on the Bahai Revelation before a noteworthy gathering 
of authors, writers, poets, philosophers, and a number of Rus- 
sian princes. Her eloquent words and forceful utterances cre- 
ated among her listeners, a powerful effect. On the following 
day many articles appeared in the newspapers commenting 
favorably upon her speech. 

We were much interested in an article recently published in 
the Star of the West, concerning a universal Bahai language, 
in which an exposition of Esperanto was made. We are anx- 
ious to take up its study, and wish you to send us some text 
books and general information regarding it. 

Batoum. — The eyes are brightened and the hearts are glad- 
dened through the' appearance of the Star of the West. We 


*Successor of the Persian-American Educational Society. 
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tope that it may increase its size and number of pages and 
become an active force in enlightening public opinion in regard 
to the Bahai Revelation. The news of the organization of the 
Orient-Occident Unity has reached us and we are all anxious 
to receive a copy of its constitution. 

Samarkand. — T hrough the appearance of the Star of the West 
a new spirit has been infused into the hearts of the Oriental 
Bahais. Praise be to God! that the Words of Truth are pro- 
mulgated, the friends and strangers become as one, and the 
principles of this Cause and the Teachings of this Universal 
Religion became known to all the inhabitants of the world. 
When this publication appeared among us we realized the foun- 
dation of the Bahai community had been laid, for a commu- 
nity without a literary organ is like an illiterate man, who 
cannot express the thoughts of his mind and the emotions of 
his heart. We hope that through it, the East and the West, 
the North and the South become united, and that unity and 
love be established among the children of men. that all the 
believers of the earth become like links of one chain and per- 
fume the nostrils like until a bouquet of hyacinths and roses. 

Although, in the beginning, some difficulties may arise, yet 
with firmness great services will be accomplished, the seed 
will produce a harvest and the branch will grow into a mighty 
tree. God willing, the organizers of this publication should 
not encounter many difficulties for undoubtedly all the Bahais 
will endeavor to support it, that it may become the first 
publication in the world. 

We have four meetings every week, two for the public and 
two for the believers. Our women’s assembly is composed of 
energetic and loving souls and they are very anxious to cor- 
respond with their sisters in the West. 


PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 

Since the last report of the Society, published in the Bahai 
News, there has been considerable activity at headquarters. 
We desire to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by 
Mr. Frank D. Clark, of Buffalo, who submitted a proposed Con- 
stitution, carefully indexed, and from which suggestions were 
embodied in the proposed plan of the Orient-Occident Unity. 

The sub-committee on new Constitution and reorganization 
met on Saturday, October 22d, at the apartment of Mrs. Coles. 
Following this, weekly meetings were held until the Consti- 
tution was ready. Copies of the draft have been mailed to 
various interested friends, for their suggestions. 

Circular letters calling for books, etc., for the Library of 
the Tarbiat School, have been mailed broadcast, and all the 
friends are urged to contribute in this manner toward the 
library in Teheran. News comes from that city to the effect 
that they are receiving books from America, and are number- 
ing and indexing them. 

A weekly journal in Teheran, Civilization, recently devoted 
six pages to an account of the P. A. E. S. Also the news- 
paper Tchere Nema , of Cairo, in two recent numbers gives a 
complete account. The East is just beginning to realize the 
immense energy and dynamic force stored in this association. 

As the “Temple Unity” Convention will be held during the 
latter part of April, 1911, it has been decided that the first 
annual meeting of the P. A. E. S. shall be called for the first 
Monday in May. At that time the new Constitution will be 
submitted for adoption, and the officers for the ensuing year 
will be elected. 

The friends in Shiraz advise us that they wish to open a 
branch School of Tarbiat. The Society has promised to send 
them primary books on geography, mathematics, reading, etc., 
for twenty pupils. They have the funds for furniture, room, 
etc. All " those desiring to help in this movement are asked 
to contribute small sums of money for these books, which 



BAHAI NEWS 


3.9 


should be purchased and mailed as soon as possible. The funds 
from active memberships are, according to the Constitution, de- 
voted to scholarships. 

The new school for girls in Teheran is in the process of 
formation, and its doors will soon be opened. 

Consideration is now being given to an important subject, 
concerning which we desire the opinion of the friends in gen- 
eral, and some assurances of co-operation. Reference is had 
to a plan of educating each year in America one Persian stu- 
dent, under the auspices of the Society. It will be necessary 
to provide a home for this student, and any of the friends 
who are willing to support a scholar will greatly facilitate our 
work if they will notify the Secretary. It is understood that 
the traveling expenses of the student will be defrayed by the 
friends in Persia. When we have the necessary assurance 
here, we can then draw up rules which will be a guide in 
choosing the holder of the scholarship. For example: (1) He 
should know his own language well. (2) He should be recom- 
mended by the Executive Committee of the Association in Te- 
heran. (3) He should speak and write English sufficiently 
to have no difficulty in making himself understood here. (4) 
His traveling expenses are to be paid by the Persians friends. 
(5) He should be between 14 and 20 years of age. (6) He 
should have a fair knowledge in primary education. (7) When 
his education shall have been completed, he should return to 
Persia and serve or teach in the schools for a term of years, 
according to the decision of the Committee, etc. 

It is desired to know in advance whether the active mem- 
bers of last year are willing to renew their scholarships. In- 
formation to this effect should be in the hands of the Secre- 
tary soon, so that preparations may be made accordingly. Mr. 
William Remy and Mrs. May Maxwell have already renewed 
their scholarships for 1911. 

A new scholarship has been received since the last report. 
No. 56, from the Women’s Assembly of Kenosha, Wis. 

More Associate members are needed, to meet the increasing 
expenses of the Society, while active members are in urgent 
demand. 

The commercial aspect of the Society is developing. For 
example, an inquiry has just been received from Esphahan con- 
cerning the installation of American telephones in the city ; 
also concerning a typewriter having Persian characters. The 
Society is endeavoring to furnish this information and trying 
thus to open the door of commercial intercourse. 

The inauguration of the Orient-Occident Unity, the successor 
to the P. A. E. S., in May, will necessitate some expense, 
and contributions for that purpose will be most welcome. 

The return of Mr. Sydney Sprague, who is now in Alexan- 
dria, to Teheran, is much doubted, and the latest news from 
one of the members of the Executive Committee in Teheran is 
that they may call upon us at an early date to find them an 
American Bahai teacher who can fill the post. There is a 
salary attached to this position. 

It is possible that Mirza Azizollah Ivhan, with whom Mr. 
Sprague lived during his stay in Teheran, may come to Amer- 
ica as a Persian delegate to the P. A. E. S. General Annual 
Meeting, and also attend the Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention as 
a delegate from the Oriental Bahais. 

The circle of activity and the influence of the Society is 
widening daily. It is assured that with the active co-operation 
of the friends and the assistance of all far-sighted men and 
women it will soon become what Abdul-Baha prophetically 
says: “The greatest Society of the world; produce inexhausti- 
ble results and benefits ; become the tree of the oneness of the 
realm of humanity and cast its all-encircling shade over the 
people of the East and the West.” 

Joseph H. Hannen, Corresponding Secretary. 
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PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE IN ENGLAND. 


The following articles , “A Wonderful Movement in the East ” 
and " Message from Abdul-Baha/’ appeared in the December 
28, 1910, issue of The Chbistian Commonwealth, published 
at IS 3 Salisbury Square, London, E. C. 


A WONDERFUL MOVEMENT IN THE EAST. 

A VISIT TO ABDUL-BAHA AT ALEXANDRIA. 

To most of us the world consists of modern 
Europe, North America, South Africa, Australia, and 
since the Russo-Japanese war, in a lesser degree, 
Japan. Our daily newspapers keep us informed, 
more or less accurately, of movements social, political 
and religious, that occur within those lands, but of 
the rest of the world we are for the most part igno- 
rant. In this there is a danger that we may fail to 
read the signs of the times, not because we are nec- 
essarily lacking in wisdom, but because we do not 
behold the signs. The Bahai movement is a good 
illustration of this. Not one Englishman in a thou- 
sand has heard of this religious and social uprising 
in the East, yet its adherents are estimated to num- 
ber millions, and its power and influence are growing, 
week by week! In order that our readers may be in- 
formed about this remarkable outpouring of tho 
divine spirit, a representative of The Christian Com- 
monwealth recently called upon Mr. Wellesley Tudor- 
Pole, who has just returned from the East, where 
he has been studying the movement at first hand. 

“How did you come to be interested in the Bahai 
movement?” he said. 

“I first heard of the movement when on a visit to 
Constantinople prior to the Turkish revolution in 
1908, and I was very much impressed by the fact 
that Abdul-Baha could exert such an influence from 
within prison walls. When I returned to London I 
found that very little was known of the movement, 
and I determined to visit Abdul-Baha, known to the 
outside world by the name of ‘Abbas Effendi,’ on the 
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first available opportunity and discover for myself 
the secret of his power. 

“And it is most extraordinary,” Mr. Pole con- 
tinued, “that so little should be known of this move- 
ment in England. There are said to be between two 
and three million Bahais at least in Persia alone, 
and many more in India, the Middle East, America, 
France, Russia, and elsewhere. There is no religious 
freedom in Persia; if there were it would be found 
that very great numbers of men would declare them- 
selves disciples. No less than thirty thousand men 
and women in Persia alone are reported to have 
sacrificed everything for the movement. I met an old 
Persian Bahai in Alexandria — his name was Sheik 
Mahommed — who joined the movement when he was a 
young man, and he was publicly flogged and all his 
property was taken from him. He and his whole 
household were sent out into the mountains in the 
heart of winter without food or money. Many times 
he has been imprisoned, and it has been a miracle 
how he has escaped with his life. In many towns 
and villages he has been stoned and brutally treated. 
Hundreds of men and women have proved themselves 
ready to endure such treatment, to leave home and 
country, for the sake of their great ideal.” 

“What is the ideal which has inspired such hero- 
ism?” 

“The fundamental principle of what has come to be 
called the Bahai Revelation is a belief in the under- 
lying unity of religions and peoples. It stands for 
the harmony of all spiritual truths and all faiths, for 
international peace and goodwill. It asserts the 
equality of the sexes, the duty of everyone to serve 
the community, and the duty of the community to 
give opportunity for such service. It desires a social 
order where the brotherhood of man shall be ex- 
pressed in all the relationships of life, and where 
the community shall be responsible for the sick, 
the aged, the infirm, and all who cannot obtain 
their own livelihood.” 

“What gave birth to this movement?” 

“It arose in 1844, when a young Persian, Mirza Ali 
Mohammed, went about Eastern Europe prophesying 
that a great teacher would follow him. He called 
himself the Bab (the Gate), and stood as the John 
the Baptist of the new movement. He affirmed that 
the coming teacher would not only fulfil the proph- 
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eeies of the Koran, but also of tbe sacred scriptures 
of the Hindu and Hebrew peoples. Mirza Ali Mo- 
hammed was bitterly persecuted, and finally shot in 
1850. By this time the movement had spread all 
over Persia, and in the early fifties Baha ’Ullah, the 
son of a noble Persian family, came forward and 
proclaimed himself the teacher who had been prom- 
ised. Baha ’Ullah, by the way, had never met the 
Bab. In 1863, by an arrangement between the 
Persian and Turkish Governments, spurred on by the 
Mullahs, who were alarmed by the spread of the new 
teaching, Baha ’Ullah and his family were first sent 
to Constantinople, then banished to Adrianople, and 
finally, in 1868, exiled to Acea, a fortified Turkish 
town on the Syrian coast, where Baha ’Ullah was 
kept in more or less close confinement until his death, 
at the age of seventy-five, in 1892. At times he was 
treated in the most brutal way — chained to other 
men by the neck and subjected to torture. In spite 
of the imprisonment of the leader, the movement 
spread with tremendous rapidity throughout the 
Middle East. Pilgrims came from India and other 
distant parts to receive the blessing of Baha ’Ullah 
at the prison bars.” 

“What happened when he died V* 

“He left a book of laws and many other works, 
and instructed his followers to look to his eldest 
son, Abdul-Baha, to carry on his work and to ex- 
pound his writings. Abdul-Baha, which means the 
'Servant of God,’ was kept in prison at Acca until the 
time of the Turkish Revolution in 1908, when, along 
with all political prisoners, he was released. He 
went to live near Haifa, close to Mt. Carmel, but 
about two months ago he started on a journey, and is 
now in Egypt. That is a bare outline of the prog- 
ress of the movement, but it gives no idea of the 
extraordinary power that lies behind it.” 

“Did you meet Abdul-Baha on your recent visit to 
the East?” 

“Yes, I met Abdul-Baha near Alexandria, where 
he was staying with some of his followers. Let me 
try to give you a word-picture of him. He is sixty- 
five years of age, of medium height and of command- 
ing presence ; he has long silver-gray beard and hair, 
blue-grey eyes, a fine forehead, a wonderful carriage, 
and a sweet but powerful voice. He was dressed 
when I saw him, in cream white robes and a white 
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Persian headdress. You feel at once that here is a 
master of men and a marvellous spiritual personality. 
He seemed to me to focus in a truly divine manner 
the spiritual ideal of the coming age. When one 
has come in contact with Abdul-Baha’s power, or 
rather the power behind him, one has no doubt that 
this movement will vitally affect the religious and 
social evolution of the whole world. At his table I 
met pilgrims who had come to receive his blessing 
from many parts of the world, and representing al- 
most every faith the world knows. Jews, Mohamme- 
dans, Hindus, Zoroastrians and Christians sat around 
one table, all holding this one great belief — that God 
has again sent one of his messengers to earth, and 
that the great call that was focused in Baha ’Ullah 
is the call for the unity of nations, the brotherhood 
of man, the peace of the whole world, and the real- 
isation of those fundamental truths that lie behind 
all faiths. Baha ’Ullah did not say to the Christian, 
‘Come out of your religious order,’ nor did he say to 
the Mohammedan ‘Turn your back on your faith.’ 
He said to every man, ‘Go and live out your faith in 
unity and brotherhood with all mankind, and thus 
show that behind all expressions of religion there is 
one religion and one God.’ ” 

MESSAGE FROM ABDUL-BAHA TO ’’THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMONWEALTH. ’ ’ 

November 30, 1910. 

To the Editor of The Christian Commonwealth. 

My Dear Friend: — I have received your letter, 
for the contents of which I am extremely grateful to 
you. I understand the aims of your movement, and 
hope that with the greatest spirituality and by the 
pursuit of truth, it will succeed in bringing about the 
unification of mankind. 

Enclosed you will find some of the sayings of Baha 
’Ullah: insert them in The Christian Commonwealth. 

Be so kind as to accept for yourself and your 
honourable society my kindest regards. 

( Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

The extracts enclosed from the sayings of Baha J Ullah illus- 
trate the universality of the Bahai outlook. We quote the fol- 
lowing: 

“Today the universal religion of God, the great 
Church of God, is divided into diverse faiths which 
are at enmity one with the other. All the powerful 
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religions have appeared in the East; their differences 
arise only from the necessities of epoch, time, or cen- 
tury. O people of Baha, therefore fasten securely 
the girdle of endeavour so that the discussions and 
strifes between the various sects of the world may 
be destroyed. For the love of God, I call upon you, 
His servants, to bestir yourselves, in this momen- 
tous matter!” 

“Associate with all religions in reverence and with 
tolerance.” 

“0 peoples of the world! Ye are all leaves of the 
same branch and plants in the same garden; live in 
love, concord, friendship and union. I declare by 
the Sun of Truth that it is the light of fellowship 
which makes the heavens full of brightness.” 

“If you possess a saying, a treasure, of which 
other peoples are deprived, tell it to them with affec- 
tion. . . . The message of the prophets, the rev- 

elations of the sacred scriptures have no other aim 
but the knowledge of God, and the unity of man- 
kind.” 

“O peoples, do not spill blood and do not seize the 
goods of others. By my life, the sword of good char- 
acter and kindness is sharper than a sword of iron. 
Those men are truly wise who are decorated with the 
ornaments of science and character; these are the 
head of the body of mankind. The ruling of man 
has always been in their hands. I ask God to assist 
them to do what He wishes, what pleases Him. Truly 
He is the Master of creation, the Lord of the begin- 
ning and of the end!” 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM MR. WELLESLEY 

TUDOR-POLE. 

To the Bahai News : 

You may be interested in hearing of my recent 
visit to Abdul-Baha at Ramleh, near Alexandria. I 
spent nine days at Alexandria and Cairo during 
the second half of November, 1910. Abdul-Baha’s 
health had very greatly improved since his arrival 
from Port Said. He was looking strong and vigorous 
in every way. He spoke much of the work in Amer- 
ica, to which he undoubtedly is giving considerable 
thought. He also spoke a good deal about the work 
that is going forward in different European centres 
as well as in London, and he expects great things 
from England during the coming year. It may inter- 
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est you to know, however, that the Bahai Movement 
is beginning to take a more serious hold on public 
attention in this country, and that during the next 
few weeks a number of meetings are to be held in 
London, Bristol and in the North, which are likely to 
produce far-reaching results. A Bahai paper is to 
be read at the Universal Races Congress in London 
next July. Yours faithfully, 

Wellesley Tudor-Pole. 


LONDON NEWS NOTES. 

Saturday, Dee. 31st, at 10 Cheniston Gardens, Ken- 
sington High St., W., a meeting was called for Mr. 
Tudor-Pole to speak of his visit to Abdul-Baha in 
Egypt and “The Glory of God as Revealed in Per- 
sia.” It was the largest meeting we have had in 
London and the seed sown is already bearing fruit. 
In the opinion of the speaker, “the year 1911 is un- 
doubtedly to be one of very great importance, and 
London will be the focus point for great events.” 
He expressed the hope that among the numerous 
congresses, conferences, and Imperial gatherings to 
be held here, there would be a Bahai Congress, at- 
tended by delegates from all parts of the world. He 
thought the time had come for an international resi- 
dential and social club, open to all comers without 
distinction of race, creed, or sex, and urged his 
hearers to do all in their power to work together in 
harmony and joy for the great ideal of universal 
unity and peace. The January 7th issue of Light, 
published at 110 St. Martin’s Lane, W. C., contains 
a report of this address of Mr. Tudor-Pole. 

John M. Watkins, 21 Cecil Court, Charing Cross 
Road, W. C., has recently issued an abbreviated pub- 
lication of Fariddudin Attar’s version of “The Seven 
Valleys,” which is the work that led to Baha’o’llah 
giving His Explanation thereof. Price Threepence. 

An address on the Bahai Movement given at the 
City Temple, London, Sunday, Oct. 10, 1910, by Tam- 
adun ul Molk, has been printed in pamphlet form by 
the Bahai Press, 47 Vicarage Road, East Sheen, 
S. W. Arthur GutKbert. 

Mr. William J. Patchin, aged 28 years, a native of London, 
England, died at Teheran, Persia, Dec. 31, 1910. He lived 
the Bahai life and was constantly serving in the Cause. He 
had resigned his position with the Indo-European Telegraph Co. 
that he might go to Egypt to see Abdul-Baha, when he was 
suddenly summoned to the Supreme. Susan I. Moody. 



BAHAI NEWS 7 

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 


TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

Through Zia Effendi, the son of Mostafa Effendi Bag- 

dadi, to the maid-servant of God, Mrs. Corinne 

True, Chicago, 111. 

Upon her be Baha’o’llah ! 
he is god! 

0 thou attracted maidservant of God! 

Verily I read thy letter which indicated thy stead- 
fastness in the Covenant of God and evinced thy 
walking in the Straight Path toward the Kingdom of 
God. 

Verily I entered in the country of Egypt, trusting 
in God, attracted to His Kingdom and enkindled 
with the Fire of His Love, hoping to arise in the 
Servitude of the Threshold of Baha, and I am al- 
ways, day and night, serving. There is no rest, 
tranquility or composure. 

I beg of God to encircle ye with the Most Great 
Bounty and confirm ye with the Most Eminent Grace 
which consists of building the Mashrak-el-Azkar of 
America in Chicago! This foundation will have the 
greatest effect in the hearts of the people of faith- 
fulness. Therefore, endeavor ye with all your pow- 
er and generosity so that ye may raise this first 
foundation in the Name of Baha on the continent of 
America. 

I supplicate God to pour upon thee heavenly bless- 
ings and that thy family be protected from every 
sadness and sorrow in this world. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 

( Signed ) Abdul- Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, January 11, 1911. 


REPORT OF TREASURER. 


On hand November 19th $4,164.36 

Received since 2,545.54 


$6,709.90 

Expended — - 

Payment on land $5,150.00 

Interest 375.00 

Taxes 439.60 

Stenographic services to Secretary 4.00 


5,968.60 


$ 741.30 
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MONTH 

1st . . . 
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4th . . . 
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6th . . . 
7th... 
8th . . . 
9th . . . 
10th. . . 
11th. . . 
12th... 
13th. . . 
14th. . . 
15th. . . 
16th. . . 
17th. . . 
18th. . . 

19th. . . 
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BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME EIBST DATS 

, .Baha’ {Splendor) Mar. 21 

..Jalal {Glory) Apr. 9 

..Jamal {Beauty) Apr. 28 

. . Azamat ( Grandeur) May 17 

. .Nur {Light) June 5 

. .Rahmat {Mercy) June 24 

. .Kalamat (Words) July 13 

. .Asma (Names) Aug. 1 

. .Kamal ( Perfection ) Aug. 20 

. .Eizzat (Might) Sept. 8 

. .Masheyat (Will) Sept. 27 

..Elm (Knowledge) Oct. 16 

. .Kudrat (Power) Nov. 4 

. .Kowl (Speech) ...Nov. 23 

. .Massa’ulk (Questions) .Dec. 12 

. .Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 31 

..Sultan (Sovereignty) Jan. 19 

. .Mulk ( Dominion ) Feb. 7 

Four intercalary days. 

..Ola (Loftiness) Mar. 2 

( Month of fasting.) 


TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 

To the Editors of the Stab of the West: 

Upon them he BAHA’o’LLAH-el-ABHA! 
he is god! 

O ye firm ones! 0 ye steadfast ones! 

The publication of the Stab of the West* is con- 
ducive to the happiness and beatitude of the friends; 
for it is a clear mirror in which the pictures of the 
events and happenings in the Cause and the news 

* Continuing the Bahai News, after March 21, 1911. 
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of the progress of the Kingdom throughout the world 
are reflected and can be observed. Praise flows from 
the tongue of every growing and firm believer after 
reading it, for he becomes informed of the events 
and thoughts. Unquestionably, this publication shall 
serve the world of humanity. If it is continued, its 
arena shall become broadened and it shall attain to 
such a station as to bring about the unity of the 
East and of the West. 

Do not become discouraged, nor yet dispirited! 
Show ye firmness and steadfastness, and, if possible, 
publish it in a larger size and more legible charac- 
ters. Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA ! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Jan. 26, 1911. 


The Persian section of the Bahai News, No. 17, 
contained an exposition of the recent events in 
Mashad and Shiraz, calling the attention of the Gov- 
ernment to stop the persecution of the Bahais and 
to deal justly with all their citizens so that other 
powers may not entertain the idea that they are not 
capable of self-government. The Persian section this 
issue contains (1) an article on Abdul-Baha’s trip to 
Egypt, a few incidents relating to the trip, his prom- 
ise to visit America, and the formation of an inter- 
assemblies’ committee to prepare the way for his 
coming; (2) news of the death of Monsieur Lucien 
Dreyfus-Cardozo, father of Monsieur Hippolyte 
Dreyfus. 


NEWS NOTES. 

Monsieur Lucien Dreyfus-Cardozo, father of Monsieur Hip- 
polyte Dreyfus, died suddenly the 4th of January at Paris, 
France. The family are all Bahais and this has enabled them 
to accept the separation with courage. Laura Clifford Barney. 

Excellent presentations of the Bahai Revelation have recently 
appeared in the October and November issues of The Journal of 
the Knights of Labor, Washington, D. C., by Col. Archie C. 
Fisk, and in the November 13th issue of The St. Paul (Minn.) 
Pioneer Press, which contained an interview with Mr. Bernard 
Temple by their London correspondent. 

During November and the early part of December, Mr. Louis 
G. Gregory of Washington, D. C., took a trip to several points 
south in the interest of the Revelation of Batta'o-’ t.t.a tt- Eight 
cities or towns were visited, and in the form of free public lec- 
tures the glad-tidings were heralded directly to about nine hun- 
dred souls. Indications are that the colored people of the 
south will be very deeply and vitally interested. The oppres- 
sion of centuries having made many of them live very close to 
God, to them the Holy Spirit is a reality, and if the Message 
is presented with fragrance, their hearts respond and often 
yield. 
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ASSEMBLIES IN THE OCCIDENT. 

Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented. 

CANADA. 

Montreal, Que. — Weekly meeting held Friday evenings at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Maxwell, 716 Pine Avenue. 

ENGLAND. 

London, Eng. — Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8 :15 
p. m., at 10 Cheniston Gardens, Wright’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street. 

GERMANY. 

Stuttgart, Wurtemberg. — Regular meetings of assembly, 
Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24p. Zuffen hausen. — At 
the home of Herm und Frau F. Schweizer, Karl strasse 26i. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Baltimore, Md. — Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
at 629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings at 516 Broad- 
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue. 

Boston, Mass. — Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue. 

Buffalo, N. Y. — Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even- 
ing at 494 Elwood Avenue. 

Chicago, III. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., at 
Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary. 

Cincinnati, O. — Meeting held Wednesday evenings and the 
Feast every nineteen days, in the homes of believers. Resi- 
dence of the Secretary, Annie L. Parmerton, 543 Mitchell 
Avenue. 

Cleveland, O. — Meetings Wednesday evenings at the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Swingle, 2101 Prospect Avenue. 

Denver, Colo. — G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street. 

Ithica, N. Y. — Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
at the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street. 

Kenosha, Wis. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10 :30 
a. m. ; Sunday school, 9:30 a. m., at Gronquish Hall, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street. 

Los Angeles, Cal. — Meetings, first Sunday in each month, 
at 3 p. m., at the Art Gallery, fourth floor Blanchard Hall. 
F. B. Beckett, Secretary, Box 225, R. F. D. No. 5. Address 
of Thornton Chase, 405 Exchange Building. 

New York, N. Y. — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
at Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar- 
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey. 

Philadelphia, Pa. — M iss Jessie E. Revell, Secretary, 1429 
Mayfield Street. 

Portland, Ore. — Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
at 501 Yamhill Street, corner Fifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 Willamette Boulevard, Station F. 

Seattle, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held at 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South. 

Spokane, Wash. — Regular weekly meeting held Friday even- 
ings at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 Fifth 
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue. 

Sumerduck, Va. — M eetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett. 

Washington, D. C. — Regular meetings Friday evenings at 
8:15; Sunday mornings at 11:15, at 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre- 
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W. 
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RECENT TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA. 


Through Mr. MacNutt and Mirza Ahmad to Madame 

Aurelia Bethlen. 

he is god! 

0 thou seeker of Truth! 

The letter which thou hast written through Mr. 
MacNutt was received. As he is a beloved channel, I 
will immediately answer your letter, although I have 
little time. 

You have expressed your longing for my presence 
in that country. Although I, too, have infinite long- 
ing to meet the believers on that continent, yet that 
region must attain to the capacity of attracting the 
presence of Abdul-Baha. A harmonious and wonder- 
ful banquet must be prepared, at which every kind 
of heavenly food may be served : after which you may 
send me an invitation. 

That heavenly food consists of deeds which are in 
accord with the Divine Teachings. The first food is 
the Love of God. The second food is the attraction 
to the breaths of the Holy Spirit. The third food is 
union and harmony among all the believers. The 
fourth food is sincerity, trustworthiness, kindness, 
purity of intention and service to all humankind. 

Should ye prepare and serve such a delicious, sweet 
and tempting banquet unquestionably Abdul-Baha 
will hasten to America to partake of that food. 
Therefore endeavor ye with all your might that this 
Food be prepared. 

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA ! 

[Signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 


Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb. 10, 1911. 
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Through Dr. Fareed to the near maid-servant of God, 

the daughter of the Kingdom, Marie Watson. 

Upon her be Baha-el-Abha ! 
he is god! 

0 thou candle of the Love of God! 

Thy letter was received. Thou hast written that 
the daughter of the Kingdom, Aseveh, is studying 
Persian, and that thou art teaching Mirza Faragollah 
Khan, English. 

Turn to the Kingdom of Abha, seek assistance and 
put forth effort so that all may soon learn Persian, 
and his honor, Mirza Faragollah Khan may also ac- 
quire the mastery of the English tongue. 

Thou hast learned of the conditions of my coming 
to America. I beg of God that the beloved in Amer- 
ica may become so enlightened that the lights of 
their love may flood the “Turk and the Tajik,” and 
that an attractive magnet may be brought forth in 
that country, capable of attracting Abdul-Baha with 
all power to those regions, and this is not far from 
His Mercy. 

Begarding the meeting you have established in 
New York: I hope that through the Divine Con- 
firmation it may prove to be a gathering of the Love 
of God. 

Convey the utmost kindness from me to the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Sheber, Marguerite, the daugh- 
ter of the Kingdom, and say that the olive tree is 
an emblem of peace and concord, and the olive is the 
fruit and result thereof. 

God willing thou shalt attain the delicious fruit of 
peace and concord and thou shalt place a bouquet of 
roses from the Garden of the Paradise of Abha at 
the Heavenly Feast spread before Abdul-Baha, i. e., 
God willing thou shalt attain such perfections as re- 
semble a bouquet of flowers and thou shalt offer it to 
the heavenly table. 

Thou hast written that in a house of a Theosophist 
thou prepared a feast of joy and a f£te of gladness. 
This Society is ready for hearing the Word of God. 
Treat them with the utmost love, kindness, unity and 
oneness, so that the attractive power of the Word of 
God may draw them to the Sun of Beality. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha! 

( Signed ) Abdul-Baha Abbas. 
Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Feb. 20, 1911. 
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To Dr. Ameen U. Fareed. 

Upon him be Baha’o’llah-el-Abha ! 
he is god! 

0 thou icho art unique ! 

Thy letter dated January 19, 1911, was received. 
You have written of the good news from California 
and from Chicago. I hope that the news from these 
places may become better and that the glad-tidings 
may come of the Word of God becoming effective in 
all parts of the American continent ; nay, rather, 
that it may move the whole of the western hemi- 
sphere. 

If the beloved of God should unite and should 
agree as it is requisite, thou canst rest assured that 
in the shortest space of time the Sun of the Heav- 
ens (spiritual heavens) will so shine from the King- 
dom of Abha as to rend asunder all the veils of 
superstitions. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise ! 

( Signed ) Abdttl-Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Feb. 23, 1911. 


CHILDREN’S COMMUNE. 

Through Shahnaz Khanum. 

Upon her be Baha’o’llah-el-Abha ! 
he is god! 

O my God! 0 my God! Thou seest these chil- 
dren, branches of the Tree of Life, birds of the 
Garden of Safety, pearls of the shells of the ocean of 
Thy Mercy and roses of the rose-garden of Thy 
Guidance. 

O Lord! Verily we glorify in Thy praise, sanctify 
Thee and supplicate to the Kingdom of Thy Merci- 
fulness to make us candles of guidance, stars of the 
horizon of the Eternal Majesty among the creatures; 
and teach us from Thy Knowledge, O Glory of the 
Most Glorious! 

{ Signed ) Abdul- Baha Abbas. 

Translated by Zia M. Bagdadi, Feb. 23, 1911. 

In a recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Dr. Fareed, the fol- 
lowing appears: “God willing, through the endeavor of the 
friends in America, may the Bird of Paradise be revealed in 
all its beauty in the Philippine Islands.” This refers to a 
command received some time ago that the Cause would be 
served exceedingly if one or two of the friends would journey 
to the Philippines and convey the Message there. 
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ABDUL-BAHA IN EGYPT. 

Fifth of a series of special news items pertaining to the so- 
journ of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. 


Special . — "Word has been received from Cairo, dated 
February 21st, that Abdul-Baha will not journey to 
America this year. 


The following article concerning Abdul-Baha ( Abbas Effendi) 
appeared in the January 19th issue of “El Abram” ( The Pyra- 
mids), an Arabic newspaper printed in Cairo : 

ABBAS EFFENDI THE LEADER OF THE BAHAIS. 

STATEMENTS REGARDING HIS MORALS AND RELIGION. 

Continually, the greatness of the Leader of the Bahais, 
Abbas-Effendi, is the topic of conversation, among the men of 
affairs and statesmen. The wise men of Alexandria, and the 
nobility of that city are paying him great respect and homage. 
Laterly he has received many letters from his numerous fol- 
lowers in the United States, requesting him to travel to those 
parts so that they may meet him. They have prepared a 
great house in New York in accord with his station and posi- 
tion amongst them. However, it is probable that he will not 
respond to their invitation, on account of the remoteness of 
the country and the length of the trip. 

We have received a letter from the celebrated scholar, 
Sehokry Effendi, who has just arrived from Syria, in which he 
praises Abbas Effendi, explains his religion and produces cer- 
tain arguments in his favor. 

He says: “The wisdom of Abbas Effendi, our respected 
guest, descends from a family which was noble in lineage and 
descent in the Kingdom of Persia. He is the son of the 
‘Dweller of Paradise,’ Baha’o’llah, the founder of the Bahai 
Movement, and he is the successor of his Father. In regard 
to his morality and character, he is the pattern of dignity 
and perfection. He is gracious, generous, noble-minded, philan- 
thropic, charitable and full of benevolence. He is very kind 
to the poor and patient to the indigent. He does not make any 
difference between the followers of any religion, whether they 
be Christians, Jews, Mohammedans or Brahmans. To him all 
are the same, he looks upon them as part of the same family 
of humanity and not their particular religion. The aim of his 
movement is the unity of religions in the world and their 
equality among the children of men. He thinks that the dif- 
ferences of religions are impeding the progress of the world 
and he believes that the removal of these differences will benefit 
mankind. 

“This religion has spread greatly and is carried to Europe 
and America so much so that today the number of Bahais has 
reached the number of fifteen million, men, women and children 
included. Many of these Bahais are in New York, Chicago and 
India, Persia, Egypt and Syria, and it is continually growing 
and spreading. 

“The Tomb of Baha’o’llah is in Acca, called Bahaji and 
every year the Bahais come from all parts of the world to visit 
it. 

“Twice I have called upon Abbas Effendi while in Ramleh 
and have seen the poor and indigent gathered around his house 
waiting for him to come out and when he appears, they beg 
alms and he gives to them. This is just a short sketch of his 
generous qualities and I confess my inability to do it justice. 
His physical appearance is medium size, white hair, penetrat- 
ing eyes, smiling face and wonderful countenance, courteous, 
and his manner, simplicity itself, disliking any ostentation and 
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show. He is a wise man. a philosopher and his knowledge of 
the Turkish, Persian and Arabic is unsurpassed. 

“He knows the history of nations and understands the causes 
of their rise and fall. 

“He is sixty years old and on account of certain nervous 
ailments he has come to Egypt for change of air. He per- 
sonally reads all the articles and letters sent him from all 
parts of the world, and answers the most important of them 
in his Persian handwriting which is famous for its beauty. 
Many of the great men of this country and delegates from 
other nations have met him and he gives a personal interview 
to each one of them. Ho one has visited him without leaving 
him impressed by his presence and praising his qualities and 
wondering at his magnanimity and his astonishing mind. 

“Concerning the reports of his leaving Acca and the state- 
ment that he is against the Constitution, this was without 
foundation and the proof of this is his endeavor to unite the 
religions in the world and establish equality among nations. 
If such were his qualities, working against religions and con- 
stitution, and on the other hand trying to bring union and har- 
mony amongst them, how can we reconcile the two? This 
is indeed far from him, for he is a man who advocated the 
Constitution from the very beginning and before the Turkish 
people received their Constitution. But the real object of 
his coming to Egypt is for the change of air and his physical 
condition. This is the real truth we are proclaiming at the 
top of our voice and if there is any virtue in it, it requires no 
praise or blame.” 

This is what our correspondent writes and we thought it 
advisable to quote it as we received it. 


NEWS FROM THE ORIENT. 

INDIA. 

Bombay. — A Convention of all the Religions of India was held 
during January at Allahabad, an ancient city in India, eight 
hundred miles from here. There were many activities centered 
there this year, including an Exhibition, a Congress and the 
Convention of Religions. The main purpose of the Convention 
was to spread feelings of love and unity among the different 
religionists of India. 

The proceedings of the Convention began under the chair- 
manship of the Mahraja of Darbhanga, in the presence of an- 
other Mahraja, the ruler of Kasienbazar, and a number of 
learned people. Various papers on Buddhism, Modern Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Christianity, Zoroastrianism, Brahmo, Somaj, Arya 
Somaj, Judaism, Sikhism, were read by representatives of these 
various sects — about twenty-live in all — interspersed with a few 
prayers and music at intervals. It was a great Convention and 
an interesting one. 

Regarding the Bahais, Syed Mustaflfa offered a prayer in 
Arabic at the beginning of the afternoon session of the first 
day, and another prayer in Persian on the second day, and a 
Thesis.* compiled by him, was read by Mr. N. R. Vakil. A 
short history of Bahai Faith was given orally, together with 
the reading of the whole of the second part, as there was not 
time to read the whole paper. Among all the papers read 
it would not be too much to say that ours appealed most 
powerfully to the hearts of the people and greatly impressed 
them. 

N. R. Vakil. 

♦Refers to a twenty-page booklet, in two parts, entitled, “A 
Short Thesis of Bahai Faith”, compiled especially for this oc- 
casion and published by the Bahai Publishing Society, Rangoon, 
Burma. About one thousand copies were freely distributed at 
this Convention. 
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PERSIA. 

Esphahan. — The Bahai News is a great help to us in our 
work and. its effect is beginning to appear in various ways. 
Many who are not Bahais are reading it, and the editors of a 
few newspapers are directing attention to articles appearing 
therein. We are happy in learning that with the New Year 
its pages will be enlarged. 

We have received the proposed constitution of the Orient- 
Occident Unity and are now translating its contents. As soon 
as a branch of this Society is established here, we desire to 
have catalogs from manufacturers of textile machinery, agricul- 
tural implements, electrical apparatus, etc. 

Haji Seyad Zeinal Abedin, a most respected friend, who had 
been a Bahai for nearly fifty years, has passed into the ever- 
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lasting kingdom of Baha. He was a member of the Board of 
Council, and his likeness is seen in the photograph of that 
honorable Body, published herewith. He is the third one in 
the second row. This picture was taken just before his de- 
parture. We feel the loss of this saintly soul very deeply, for 
he has been a pillar of strength in our every difficulty. Every- 
one knew that he was a Bahai, consequently he was subjected 
at all times to persecution. In 1901 his house was pillaged 
by a mob and his belongings taken. Then for a year or more 
he was traveling and spreading the Glad-tidings. In 1905 he 
made a pilgrimage to Acca and visited Abdul-Baha, returning 
with added zeal. From that time until his death he worked 
unceasingly and devotedly in the Cause. 

Teheran. — Doctor Youness Khan and Zarin Tadje Khanom 
Razarrouh were married Wednesday, December 21, 1910, in 
this city. Doctor Youness Khan is well known to many 
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Americans who have visited Aeca, as he spent four years in 
the prison city translating and interpreting. Later, Abdul- 
Baha sent him to the Jesuit Medical College in Beirut, and 
to Teheran after his graduation. He is now on the staff of 
Hospital Sehat,* and has recently been appointed Chairman of 
the Bahai Spiritual Assembly or Board of Council. 

Susan 1. Moody. 

Yazd. — The Star of the West , the upholder of the Teachings 
of Baha'oTlah and the joy-bringer to the hearts of the 
friends, has been received during the past few months. All the 
Bahais here pray for the progress of this publication and hope 
that it will become perpetual and everlasting. We believe it 
will accomplish a great service in dispelling darkness and ignor- 
ance. from among the people and we request that the number of 
Persian pages be increased, so that the friends may express 
themselves through its columns. An article is enclosed to be 
printed at your convenience. 

SYRIA. 

Beirut. — The Star of the West has been received and we 
were delighted to read its contents and realize that at last the 
Bahai Movement is in possession of an official organ. We are 
sure that all the friends in the Orient, by word and deed, will 
arise to assist this publication, which is the herald of the 
Most Great Peace and the spreader of the fragrances of the 
Covenant, so that it may not be discontinued because of lack 
of financial assistance. Indeed, one dollar a year is not a 
large amount and nearly every one should be able to subscribe, 
for it. 


LETTER PROM PARSEES OP SHARAZ. 

Shiraz, Persia, Dec. 2, 1910. 

Through the Editors of the Bahai News, to our beloved 
Western Bahai brothers and sisters: 

We, the Zardushtees of Shiraz who have fortunately real- 
ized the Light of El-Baha, with very great pleasure send our 
overflowing love to you, and long with a great desire for the 
time when we may come to see you and you may come to 
Persia to visit us. The love which the Word of Hazrati 
Baha-’o’llah has created in our hearts for one another cannot 
be expressed with any physical means, but needs an oppor- 
tunity of seeing one another face to face so as to express it. 
As long as we have not that opportunity we must express it 
with material means, i. e., pen and paper, though there is 
a great difference between that which is made by the hapds 
of men and the spiritual tongue which the Word of God has 
made. 

Before realizing the Light of El-Baha, our hearts were 
darkened with the hatred we felt towards those who were 
not Zardushtee, but now our hearts are enlightened with the 
light of love and brotherhood towards all the people of the 
world. What a great bounty and heavenly gift our Merciful 
Savior has given us ? How can we ever thank Him for such 
a blessing? 

Dear friends, we do not know whether our Zardushtee 
brothers in the West, realize the Light of the Sun of Love 
or not. If they have not yet been honored with that blessing, 
kindly tell them on our behalf that “Shah Bahram,” whom 
Hazrati Zardusht has foretold and He whom we have been 


Continued on page 10. 

*See photograph in No. 11 issue Bahai News. He is in 
center of second row. 
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MONTH 


BAHAI CALENDAR. 

NAME 

EIEST DATS 

1st 


...Baha’ (Splendor) 

Mar. 21 

2nd 


. ..Jalal (Glory) 


3rd 


. . .Jamal ( Beauty ) 


4th 


. . . Azamat (Grandeur) 

May 17 

5th 


. . . Nur (Light) 


6th 



. . . Rahmat ( Mercy) 


7th 


...Kalamat (Words) 


8th 


. . . Asma (Names) 


9th 


...Kamal (Perfection) 


10th 


. . .Eizzat (Might) 


11th 


. , . Masheyat ( Will) 

Sept. 27 

12th 


. . . Elm (Knowledge) 

Oct; 16 

13th 


. . . Kudrat (Power) 


14 th 


. . . Kowl ( Speech ) 

Nov. 23 

15th 


...Massa’ulk (Questions).... 

Dec. 12 

16th 


. . .Sharaf (Honor) 

Dec. 31 

17th 


...Sultan (Sovereignty) 


18th 


...Mulk (Dominion) 

Feb. 7 

19th 


Pour intercalary days. 

, . . .Ola (Loftiness) 



(Month of fasting.) 


Our Persian section this issue contains (1) three 
Tablets, the two recently revealed for the Star of the 
West and one regarding the necessity of preparing a 
Feast of Spiritual Foods to attract Abdul-Baha to 
America; (2) progress of the Cause and Mashrak-el- 
Azkar in Chicago (by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed); (3) 
Congress of Religions in Allahabad, India, and the 
presentation of tie Bahai Revelation before it; (4) 
promotion of the Cause among the colored race in 
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America and the assembly established in Washington, 
D. C.; (5) news items telling of proclaiming of the 
second coming of Christ in a church in Washington, 
D. C., by Mrs. E. C. Getsinger, and progress of the 
Cause in England and Russia. 


THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA. 


CALL FOR THE 1911 CONVENTION. 

To the Bahai Assemblies, 

Greeting : 

At a meeting of the Executive Board of Bahai Tem- 
ple Unity, held in Chicago, February 11th and 12th, 
the date of the annual Convention was set for April 
29th to May 2d, inclusive. The visiting delegates 
and friends will be entertained by the Chicago Assem- 
bly at a Feast to be held Saturday evening, April 
29th, and a unity service in Corinthian Hall, Masonic 
Temple, Sunday morning, April 30th. The regular 
session of the Convention will be called at 10 a. m. 
Monday, May 1st. 

All Assemblies are requested to choose their dele- 
gates and forward the names to the Secretary of the 
Executive Board, Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, R. F. D. 
35, Kenosha, Wis., on or before April 15th, in order 
that they may be placed in the hands of the Reception 
Committee in ample time to provide for their care 
and comfort. 

In an endeavor to have as representative a Con- 
vention as possible, it has been deemed wise not to 
have proxies ; neither are alternates to be chosen 
from among the Chicago friends. Any Assembly, how- 
ever, may send an alternate. All regular delegates 
are to be elected for one year. 

It is our earnest hope that every center will strive 
to send a representative, and that by the hearty co- 
operation of the friends, our unity and the progress 
of the Cause may be manifest in this Convention. 

The Executive Board of Bahai Temple Unity. 

Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary. 


The Executive Board of Bahai Temple Unity held 
its quarterly meeting in Chicago, February 11th and 
12th, Messrs. Mills, Wilhelm, Jacobsen and Agnew 
and Mesdames Parmerton and True being present. 
Many matters of business created by the Conven- 
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tion of 1910 were reported upon and disposed of. 
The trustees reported all papers drawn up and 
signed, giving absolute and clear title to the land 
according to changes made in streets and alley. All 
bills were reported paid to date, notes met, including 
interest, and a surplus shown of $791.19. The only 
debt upon the Mashrak-el-Azkar land is the mort- 
gage of $12,500, with its semi-annual interest of 
$375. It is the earnest hope of the Executive Board 
that this mortgage may be raised by next interest 
day, June 24, 1911. 

So encouraged have we been by the loyal support 
of the Bahai world in this mighty work that we feel 
sure no sacrifice will be too great for the friends to 
make and no words can express the joy they will 
experience when, by united striving, each according 
to his or her ability, the land is absolutely owned by 
Bahai Temple Unity and funds can then be collected 
to begin the building. 

Being delegates from the Convention city, it was 
deemed expedient to appoint Mr. Agnew and Mrs. 
True the Reception Committee of Bahai Temple 
Unity, to act in conjunction with the committees ap- 
pointed from the Chicago Assembly, which were 
chosen at a delightful unity gathering of the organ- 
ized bodies of that Assembly, held at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Greenleaf, Sunday evening, 
the 12th. 

Corinne True, Financial Secretary. 


LETTER FROM THE PARSEES OF SHIRAZ. 

Continued from page 7. 

expecting to come, has come with a great glory and has 
already established the Faith of Godliness, from the East unto 
the West. Why should they deprive themselves of that 
bounty which they have been expecting for about four thou- 
sand years? 

The friends at Shiraz hold about ten regular meetings every 
week and intend to institute a branch of the Farbiat school 
now established at Teheran. 

The door of correspondence, which is the best means of 
conveying our love to one another, is always open to strengthen 
the bond of unity. This is the wish of Abdul-Baha. 

Love from all to all, 

Your loving Bahai brothers, 

The Parsees of Shiraz. 

By M. Azizollah Khan. 

Address : Tir Andazi Kai Khusrow, Sara-i-Mushiri, Shiraz, 
Persia. 
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